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PREFACE BY THE TRANSLATOR. 


The peculiar advantages of position, in regard 
to his present subject, so long enjoyed by M. 
de Bourrienne, his literary accomplishments and 
moral qualifications, have already obtained for 
these Memoirs the first rank in contemporar}'^ 
and authentic history. In France, where they 
had for years been expected with anxiety, and 
where, since the Revolution, no work, connected 
witli that period, or its consequent events, has 
CTCated so great a- sensation, the volumes of 
Bourrienne have, from the first, been accepted 
as the only trust-worthy exhibition of the private 
life and political principles of Napoleon. 

For six-and-twenty years, froni childhood 
upwards, the intimate relations of the historian 
with' the master spirit of his narrative, were 
such as necessarily opened up an insight into 



cliarflcter find motiics, occasioned disclosures, 
end prepared revelations, which the world 
neither looked for, nor would have rccehed, 
without hesitation, sate from the early com* 
panlon and conddentinl secretary', united in the 
original author of the volumes now presented 
to the English reader. During this period of 
unrestrained intercourse, not only occurred 
many of the mo^t important acts in that asto- 
nishing career which nourrtenne, with such 
exclusive advantages has unilertaken to de- 
scribe, but also were determined the grand 
lines of future policy. TIic present vrork, thert*- 
furc, while it exhibits, under aspects hitherto 
concealed from observation, o lively portraiture 
of the presiding genius will he found minutely 
to unfold many, and to supply a kc) to most, 
of tliosc gigantic schemes which ngitatcil 
rrance and afiocted Europe. 

llic station whicli IlourricTinc so long heW 
near him vrlio had only tow ill “ w licrc to chooie,** 
vrill probably l>c admitted ns suflicienl tvidincc 
of ro common caitabiltitcs nor ordinar^j attain- 
menu. Hut In the mirrator, who describes 
important transactions os on c}e-wiintss nnd 
original authority, other spi diitcs arc dc nunded, 
to which those of liiorature nr mere talent arc 
sccondarj*. In the present case, tsjKrially, 
where so many living Influences still niinglr 
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with our reminiscences of the past, moral 
accomplishments are alike indispensable, as 
tliey arc invaluable. Tlic merits of ]\I. de 
Bourrienne arc here of the highest order, and 
such as conciliate not less respect than con- 
fidence. 

External circumstances also, he has ' pru- 
dentl}’’ rendered subsidiary to his veneration 
for truth, and thence has strengthened his 
natural intrepidity in its declaration. By a 
period of publication remote in time, and when 
tlie hands tliat might have rewarded or punislied 
are for ever powerless, he has laboured to ob- 
viate even the possible imputation of interested 
motives colouring his narrative, llemoving still 
farther from what of fear or temptation ma}'^ yet 
exist, he has sought security and retirement in 
the kingdom of the Netherlands. Under tlie 
protection of a tried friend, the Duchess de 
Brancas, he there drew up, during the course 
of this and the preceding year, the narrative 
contained in the folloMung volumes. The 
manuscripts, transmitted from the chateau of 
Fontaine-Leveque to Paris, were published suc- 
cessively ; the holographs of original documents, 
and the autographs of many of the potentates 
of Europe, being placed for verification in the 
hands of the publishers. 

The reader will also observe, that these 
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Memoirs ore not recollections. Tlic \ olumcs ore 
now merelj arranged from copious materials and 
notes, collected or wntlcn while the ei ents n ere 
passing Thus, with ever} improvement of ma- 
ture thought, the work possesses all tlic lively 
susceptibilities of first impressions A con\cr- 
sation was no sooner ended, a fact no sooner 
determined, than it was registered in the pri- 
vate journals of Boumcnnc.who, from the first, 
on becoming an actor m events which he fore- 
saw would belong to history, watched and 
recorded all with laudable diligence 

IIoppil) I too, a rare felicity of position, while 
itafiordcd to the obscrvcrcvcr^ opportunity for 
acquiring certain tnCormaUon, seconded the 
intentions of the author, to gi\e a foithful 
and iniparlunl narrative Bourriennt, thoiigli 
priv) to man) ver) questionable tmnvactions— 
frcqucntl), indeed the WTiicr of instructions 
for conducting them— never once liccamc so 
implicated, that fus personal reputation could 
sufllr b) dccMnng orliuvaiut) In concerned 
in court vhng or distorting the truth ilmi 
with all the secret and mtmatt knowledge of 
a larluan, there txisi* no poiiHilt reason why 
he should wnit fl« an aj>oJ«^ut 

IVediltCtion* however, do occur m t! e work 
but tl cie, to In ri«j>cctcd in tliiir objects at 
leait, are stldom, ifivcr, carmd to ungraaout 
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lengths ; wliile an honest exposition of facts 
aln'ays supplies materials for an independent 
opinion. These little partialities, therefore, it 
may prove useful to the reader previously to 
understand. 

Though candidl)’^ and correctly estimating 
the actions of Napoleon, and his claims to fame, 
considered in themselves, Bourrienne sheu's 
himself jealously alive to these claims, as tliey 
can be connected with the honour and glory 
of France. 

Yet do these verj'^ pages bear witness, that 
the glory of Napoleon is but a wild vision, — a 
blood-stained phantom, dominating, indeed, in 
the imagination, but wherein the heart can 
have no share, save to mourn the laceration of 
its holiest ties. Of all whom, as . agents in 
mighty events, history will designate under 
the name of great, Bonaparte will assuredly be 
pronounced by an impartial and distant poste- 
rity, to have among the fewest pretensions to 
intrinsic or personal greatness. His grandeur 
was that of position alone ; and not only so, 
but of circumstances, in the creation or even 
guidance of which, in the first instance, the 
energies of his own spirit, or the perspicacity 
of . his own foresight, held no control. His rise 
was prepared by, events ; and the manner in 
which he turned these to advantage, furnishes 

VOL. I. b 
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no example of ennobling emulation, nor one les- 
son of which human nature can be proud. His 
connexion with the fortunes of thirty millions 
of men, whose generous conBdence he abused, 
who«e best hopes he deluded, and whose thral- 
dom he achieved, through the weakness of the 
worthless, and the supinencss of the good, uill 
give to his name its immortality. 

Napoleon’s public dmracter was entirely 
factitious, and, In all transactions, his grand 
instrument artifice. Even his ambition, uni- 
formly selfish and heartless, maturing its 
purposes, and attaining its aims by clahorntccl 
contrivance, resembled more the artificial paj^ 
lion of a little mind, than the mislaVcn virtue 
of a lofty souk With him, even sirtuou* 
actions rarely displaced the impulse of a 
native benevolence: they appeared rather as 
the calculated result of an experience, that 
mankind ore most efiVctually deceived into evil 
li^ the semblance of good. In private, and 
while with no object immediately in view, 
Honaparte !« found habitually giving way to 
Tvilgar excitement ami unlicamiing juvsion, 
iinrcstralniM by the convintional di'Corum of 
ptdished hfcj^ttni less by the steady dignity 
of fixetl |>rinclp!r. Iloth in gootl and evil, in 
h'»tlliiles as in fricnddiips, we duemer the 
wofkirgi ofa.n ilhrcgulatcd ami cajiriclims mind. 
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upon nn impatient tempemment, — often, too, 
live operation of the meanegt rnotivoK. 

But, in speaking of Nnpolcon, the military 
leader, Bourrienne not tinfrequently forgets the 
man and the ruler lie has himself thus delineated, 
to remember only the victorious chief, whose 
splendid, though delusive, triumphs have added 
to the glorv of France. Under the influence of 
such feelings, England's achievements in arms, 
and the spirit of her policy, arc naturally 
viewed with the prejudices incurred by the 
causes of that opposition whicli withstood, and 
of tlic reverse which finally closed, this career. 
Tlio doubts insinuated or discussed on the for- 
mer subject, may be safely left to the decision 
of the reader, in possession of the facts of 
Britain’s lengthened and solitary struggle, and 
of Bonaparte’s own admissions, as contained in. 
these volumes. 

In withstanding the erection of France into 
a great military, consequently enslaved and dan- 
gerous, community, under a fortunate soldier, 
the policy of England ought, in consistcnc}', to 
have met the approbation of our author. For, 
from the opinions expressed in Ids own work, 
her opposition cannot be considered as having 
been directed against tbeJrencb people. Tliey, 
from the moment of beholding the disappoint- 
ment of their hopes of n free representative 
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go\ crnmcnt, disavowed nl! voluntary communion 
of purpo«e with a scir-imposed ruler, naturally 
preferring the more respectable, or more peace- 
ful, dominion of tlicir ancient sovereigns. Tlie 
erection of ibc throne became the signal for 
recalling its legitimate possessors 5 anti, in so far 
as the question stood between Bonaparte and 
the Bourbons, Ungland, in aiding to reinstate 
the latter in their milder rights, only conferred 
a benefit long dcsiretl, and assisted the earlier 
accomplishment of the national wj«h of Prance. 

Tlic ulterior measures of the allied powers, 
however, as respects either the loss of conquest 
or the disappointment of political slews, seem 
most oflenilse to Bourtlenne, wlso Jierc ex- 
presses the sentiment ofo large party in Prance. 
But, in the former case, U>c ancient and real 
icrrltorj* of Ujc kingdom was held sacred t the 
restorations alTcclcd only forced accession*, 
the retaining of which threatened the pacific 
rcblions of Puropc. With the disjiartlng of 
clcfcncvless stalls, the traflcklngs in human 
rights, whicli elsewhere ensued,— even had 
PranccjuitcauscofinterfrrcncCiKngUnd cannot 
be Impeached. Her exertion* Itad fritd the 
nation*, but her example could not persuade 
alUe* to be generous victors. To liave rcttirrcd 
to other neani »a»e those of persuasion, would 
c been injustice to her own people : to their 
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painful sacrifice?, in n protracted struggle, the 
British government owed peace, leaving the 
odium to rest vith others, if ])encc brought not 
freedom to nil. 

The statements of Bourricjine, too, though 
liis political predilections exhibit an opposite 
bias, tvill convince ever)’^ impartial render of the 
ncccssit}’- of those precautions which have been 
misrepresented as a conspiracy of sovereigns 
against the liberties of subjects. The meteor 
which had long shed portentous fire, had been 
indeed arrested, and shivered in its flight; but 
blazing fragments were scattered far and wide, 
with every where inflammable materials at hand. 
“ A band of landless resolutes,” and a state of 
society in France, such ns described in these 
volumes, demanded astrongmanifestation among 
the . powers of Europe, to deter even from the 
hope of disturbing social order. 

The most daring and the ablest spirits in 
France, perfectl)’’ regardless of Bonaparte, were 
not therefore reconciled to the Restoration, 
save as an alternative measure. Though, with 
the mass of the nation, they preferred the 
Bourbons in a choice of masters, yet much 
rather' would all have been masters and 
•legislators according to their ,own notions. 
But how miserably incapable the French had 
shewn themselves to. establish and conduct a 
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republican government; how injurious to the 
nation and to others its restoration and its 
principles were IILely to p^o^c, these \olumes 
afTortl melancholy evidence. Without reverting 
to the Ijorrors of the Revolution, tlio manner 
in which the republican government was o\cr- 
tumed, cxhilnta a deplorable Instance of danger 
and instability. Tliclow intrigues, so minutely 
dcscril)cd by Bomrienne, the insigniiJeant and 
unworthy artifices, the ludicrously disproportion- 
ate means which, on the 18th and 19th IJru- 
maire, placed in the hands of a foreign adven- 
turer, a fugitive from his post, the mastery over 
the lives and fortunes of thirty millions of the 
human racc,wouldcxcitco»r laughter, if ridicule 
on such a subject were not as hideous os would 
be idiot mirth m thcchand)crordenih. Is, then, 
the character of the French adverse to the genius 
of rcpubllcnnismjorarc the principles then acted 
upon erroneous ? TIic furmcr raiue, in this sad 
failure, m^y have operated ; hut the destructive 
tendency’ of the tatter is certain, and reads the 
lei«on to our cx|»ericnee. Tlte prlnriplcs of 
equality and universal sufTrage arc, from their 
verj nature, lncompQtn>le with uH'fuI, respect* 
able, or steady Icpiifalurr. Tlnrty mifitons of 
Frenchmen were then not so fully represented 
as Iwcniy.two millwns rww are In r^ur oim 
country. Rut will any one say, that tlw repe- 
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sentative government of Great Britain could be 
overturned as was tlint of France ? Yet tlie 
principle of Tcprcscntntion is the same ; the 
principle of election only differs. Hence the 
ludicrous insccuritj’' of the second, and the 
stead}' dignit}'- of the first. 

The influence of religion in France during 
the period properly belonging to these volumes, 
is another consideration full of moment, as 
exhibiting the most powerful of all principles 
of legislation and of human action fearfully 
misunderstood or misapplied. Bonaparte could 
estimate the external usefulness of religion ; and 
the re-edification of the altar is rightly placed 
among the number of his great actions ; but tlie 
^establishment of its rites w'as by all regarded as 
a merely political measure, and the reader will 
' find that our author and France esteemed this 
enough, or perhaps even too much. What \vere 
'the consequences? RevolutionaryFrance, which 
discarded religion, based in crime, had fallen 
contemptibly: Imperial France existed without 
principle, and terminated with the reign offeree. 
In these volumes appears one of the most striking 
'evidences on record '6f tlie nullity of every other 
'principle of moral action, in comparison with that 
'religion which constrains the heart. Bonaparte 
"•was surrounded by those who, among their fel-, 
lows, were admired for lofty character, bravery, 
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lo\e of country, and lo\c of honour. Yet these 
men beheld him stained with the most atrocious 
of all crimes,-— cool, contrired, deliberate, and 
wanton murder— murder committed on a help- 
less and unsuspecting sictim, the descendant of 
their own kings ; for the horrible recital in these 
pages Ica\es not a doubt on the manner of the 
Duke dXnghcin’s death. And how acted the^e 
pretenders to magnanhntt)', to republican ho- 
nesty, or to the soldier’s honour? Was one 
\ oicc raised — one finger pointed — a single one 
ofthc sources of gain resigned? No. All quailed, 
or, meaner still, cringed before the tjrant 
and the murderer, because from his polluted 
hand w ere to he dispensed the rcwartls of their 
base and unprincipled servility. Happily, tn 
pro\c the immeasumhie superiority of religion 
oier all hiunan \irtuc, there still rcmainetl in 
Trance one practical Cliristhn— the ntH known 
author of the “ Genius of Christianity,” whose 
conduct as a man illustmtcd Ids principles as on 
Butlior. He was in full fiivour : a mod hrilluint 
career opened to In* hononrahle ambition; he 
had lieen nominated to a high ml«ilnn, and had 
ju«i taVin oudlrnce of leave. Two hours after, 
he learned the murder of the prince ; and In two 
hotin— to tlir certain |oi*i of worldly honour*, 
St ihc probahlc |>cril of life or lllrcrl),— the 
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resignation of this truly virtuous man was in 
the hands of government I 

The preceding reflections are inferences 
forced upon the mind by the perusal of the fol- 
lowing work. Thej’^ are offered here, not more 
as pointing oufthe slight predilections of Bour- 
rienne, than as shewing, that even his volumes 
offer the best refutation of certain opinions or 
prepossessions, which may be entertained by 
readers in this countiy. Prestiges still hang 
around the. name and actions of Napoleon, 
which, in certain . cases, are but too wil- 
lingly entertained, from a mistaken union with 
nobler sentiments. . The publications, on the 
subject of the life and conduct of that ex- 
traordinary personage which have appeared 
hitherto, wanted the authority, or v’^ere sup- 
posed deficient in the impartiality necessary 
to the removal of such illusions. It is in this 
light that the Translator views his present 
undertaking as calculated to be of general 
utility. The authenticity, the candour, the 
authority, and the friendly, dispositions even, 
■ of the original author, cannot be questioned. 
rWe have thus a portraiture of times, of men, 
. and especially of principles, which, while it 
commands unreserved confidence, if examined 
; candidly, can hardly fail in reconciling the 
inquirer to the wholesome restraints and attenr 
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dant blessings of established order, true religion, 

regular government, and real freedom. 

As respects the translation, it will be found 
faithful to the oripnal ; n qu.alitj of which the 
Translator has been desirous of giving the fullest 
assurance by the sanction of his name. Tliis 
seemed proper, not only In accordance with the 
principle of avoiding nnon^nnous publication, 
adopted in the truly rnluable work in which 
these volumes appear, but also, because, by the 
rejection of numerous repetitions, and n variety 
of less intereitifig or more common documents, 
in order to bring the work within general reach, 
some change has been made on the bulk, tliough, 
it wilt be found, none on the value of the original. 
On this subject, the reader will t>e&r In mind, 
that though the original be in ten solumef, 
Uic transbition, comprised u It i* in three, 
comjjfchendi the whole. Tlic French edition 
Is widely printed, and with brge while 
tlic oulhor’i anxiety to estahllsh facts lias fre* 
quentJy Induced him to recur to them nearly 
in the tame words. In the translation, again, 
IjC'Ides inerrating the volumes coniiMcrahly 
IxTYond the ordinary bulb, B small type lias 
Wen and the narrative part liai oecasinn. 
ally Wen condensed, |x»th by these necessary 
cmiisiont, and hr a brevity of eipfcssfon, of 
which, as Is well inowis, the Kngllsh, as coni. 
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pnrt-i! v'ith tlie rff-nch lanpinpf, i'i pj^cislinrly 
f-ti'Ci’psnde. Bu! jn nU inipprlnut ri-^jn'cl.*:, 
the tran-ilnt inn !*; js full nnt! cnnjpU'te vcr.Mon. 
Kf^pccijil nttcnlimi Itn^ been pni*! (<t tlu- ten- 
dcriiip waril for wort!, of i vcrv conver^ntion 
nr dijciimcnt c mnnntitjc directly freni Bnnnpnrtc. 
Sonic vnluc. too, may pcrbrip!; be nttncbed to 
the circutn?.lanre. tbnt tbe Tmiul.itor, from 
former puubef; iiml re^t:^rrbl•^, tiepim with 
vie'<v<; lonjr .mjicc laiil r-'^ide, bn** enjoyed mcjins 
of verifyinf: inrmy of tbe Flateinents in ibc 
original. An Appendix bas been added, ivbicb, 
il is believed, ivill pnne nseful. And, on tlic 
whole, it Is hoped, thnb even in n tninslatlon, 
no c.nrc1css .appearance has been made before 
the public, on a subject of sucJi deep and 
general interest. 

.1. S. .M. 

•Tufy, 1830 . 
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NAPOLEON BONAPARTE. 


CHAPTER 1. 

INTRODUCTION — OPl’ORTUNITIES AND PRINCIPLES OP 
THE AUTHOR— BIRTH AND PARENTAGE OF NAPO- 
LEON — LETTER OF ms FATHER — STUDIES AT 
BRIENNE — ANECDOTES OF IIIS EARLY CHARACTER. 

The love of specukting, with an illustrious name 
as the subject, could alone have given bii'tli to the 
torrent of publications, which have appeared on 
Napoleon. While perusing these works — whether 
they assiune the guise of historical nai'ratives, or 
secret memoirs; take unto themselves the title of 
public acts, or private lives — one knows not which 
more to admire — the audacity of some compilers, or 
the easy faith of certain readers. These gross and 
undigested collections of ridiculous anecdotes, and 
absurd disquisitions — of fictitious crimes and imaginary 
virtues, heaped together in daring disregard of date or 
order, instead of being consigned to merited contempt, 
or speedy oblivion, mid, in these our days, speculators 
ready to turn them to account, and, more wonderful 
still, obtain zealous partisans, enthusiastic apologists. 
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Once, for 4 morarnt, I enfcrtainod tlte of 

rTpo^tn" the ntJinerom errors Mhich thus nl oiitid on 
my prc«cnt subject But the iclei ua-J rmchljr re- 
nounced The hhmir ttoiiM liarc pro^ eu ton enor- 
jnom for me, and lU rc«ult5 fir too tedious for the 
render. I shall, theirfore, touch onlj on lliose 
WCTopresentations and mutnkcn mIiicIi occur lu the 
field I have prescribed to these memoirs, and uliicli 
attach to those facts I heherc mj'sclf to know more 
pcrfectl/ thin anj one else 

Conc4min'» tint extraonhnarj ronn, nhose name 
alone fonstituted a pmier to which s»e ni» with 
difiictih} find a parallel, I am about to state ell I 
know— nil that I am eoiifidriit I kuon stell; tint 
which I iiaye seen and lienrd, and on utiirh I hn\e 
retametl copious notes The intimnfe relations I enjorn! 
at alt hours, and for so ion;* n penoil, it ilh the {'enrrai, 
tlie roiiHul, the etnpemr, pbretl roe in a sitiuti m to 
obsene, and to appreciate, whafi rer was fnnsacted, 
whatrrer was eren projrrte<l, dimn? tlwt spart 
>'nt only was I admitteil to min*»mrd eorfilence, 
wliile so many imitortant erents were pliiiiird, an I 
their is'.ues decided, I iit etery dy, notwitl sfandin? 
the 111 lispens il le oenipitmn of* almost eoutinnal 
labour in those rerr aflaim I now narrate, I ffutil 
means to emplir the inefletstuT left me.n, amassin* 
theunjMirtant d<»nmiei»|i«ryrlii»iTelr m mi n<H*essb»ni 
In takiii? notes; lunri'tennjftr bistori tlie intlli c f 
farts sndifTiruIt to srite, and, at'ore all, in piescrrit :* 
those r rof inn 1, I riliiint. pointed, an 1 almost alvavi 
rrmartalle saTir;* which Inrst frrn the ari’nil 
mini of Jl.)r3(urte, dunn; the unreitraiiied fair of 
unstudied cniirerre 

If, then, it lx* atkeil, why tl null we rrjxnf mere 
confilerjee In KM tlian In « tl efs who fare wnffeo 
Iwf re vnu * Mr as »»rrr Is a plain m*e 1 enter 
nj>on riv ts»k i« w, at ll e eletenth I enr; I Ijierrj-I 
all that niT predeerss# r» 1 are p iM s* ed j I hjse an 
iowar ! eo «e riuiness that all 1 state it true ; 1 lute 
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no interest in deceiving' ; no disgrace to fear ; no 
rcAvard to expect. I liave no desire either to ohsciu*e 
or to embellish his glory. I speak of Napoleon, such 
as I have seen, luiou’ii, often admired, sometimes 
blamed him: in each circumstance, I relate ivhat I 
have ndtriessed, licnrd, •\mtten, thought. I allo'w 
myself to be su*ayed by no illusions of imagination, 
neither by love nor by hatred. I shall not insert even 
a rellection U’hich did not arise on the occurrence of 
the event that called it forth. Alas! hou' much 
awaits me to disclose, opposite to my character, feel- 
ings, and principles, over which I can but gricA'c ! 

The confession, too, that my intention alu ays was.to 
M'rite and publish these memoirs, ought to conciliate 
confidence,' since, at the same time, 1 ever adlicred 
to an unalterable resolution not to give them to the 
•world, until it should be possible for me to speak the 
ti’uth, the •\A'hole truth. For this reason, while Napo- 
leon reigned in the plenitude of pou'er, I withstood 
his pressing commands, and the entreaties of the 
gi'eatest personages of the times. . Truth u’ould then 
sometimes have seemed flattery, .and sometimes, too, 
there Avould have been danger in its .avo'^^^al. When, 
in another season, the progi'ess of events had relegated 
Bonaparte to a distant isle of the ocean, other consi- 
derations imposed upon me silence, — considerations 
of propriety, and of memory. When death h,ad removed 
these, other causes retarded the accomplishment of my 
design. The ti’anquillity of a retreat was requisite, to 
enable me to collect, compare, arr.ange the volumi- 
jious materials at my -disposal. Iliad need, also, of a 
long course of .reading, in order to rectify important 
errors, accredited by some imters, through deticieucy 
of authentic documents. The uashed for repose I 
have. now found. ... . . 

Finally, it is not the entire life of Napoleon that 
I write. The reader, therefore, ought not to expect 
"to find in these memoirs, the uninterrupted series of 
his b.attles and his sixty victories. I shah, speak but 
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seldom of those cTfnts‘«l>*cli I hare not witne^ed, 
of Mhat I hare not heard, or of any fact nnsupjwrted 
l)y oiBcial documents. Let crery one do as much To 
proceed. 

*>AFOLEON Bosapartb «3s hom at Ajacoo, m 
CorvC% on the 15th August, i;C0 The name had 
formerly been untteii liuonaparte, hut, during hi* 
first carapatj^ in Italy, he dropped the u In tht« 


me, he alnays desml«e<l the 15th Aujjust, 17CD, sa 
his hirth.day, and as I first san- the on the Ptii 
Julj of the same yeir, «e lore^l to find, while at the 
military school of Dnenne, in this fortuitous concur* 
e»4,, -*»» “ournmou and 

• « register of 

Berton, *uh-pnnaptl of the collejre, supports my 
repl^tothe anoTC caa«ele*s supposition — 

•* >sp«te ’ •• 

Military h< . -a 

Dine years,* *, i • * • 

there fire years, Cte months, tWrnt}>«eTrn days, and 
rrmoTcd at Uie a^e of fiftcra yran, tno nionlls, two 


tom In the ritr of Ay»cci<>, In the i<Unt! % f < «»r»ha, | iih 

Auru»t, I’fi son of j/e Jttn'aaparlf, 

J»one, Ileputy of lie ^ollrs of ( i rslra, inluhtant 

of l!»e rily of Ajafc»*».^oed of a 

!i»« wife He w># recelscH io'« tl «« estillM) b ert, 

aerofilipj* to the re;i»*er, fil o 9i, «hi (he .5<! April, 

i;;?*** 
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This document; while it Icjives no doxiht concerning 
Bonaparte’s true age, also discredits those false asper- 
sions which have been disseminated, toucliing the 
lowness of his extraction. EBs family certainly 
possessed no fortune, since he u'as educated at the 
expense of the state ; but the royal benefit here 
extended to many cadets of noble families, and this 
claim Bonaparte could plead, being xvhat is termed 
toell born. I have seen a verj’^ authentic genealogy, 
that brings his ancestors from Tuscany to Milan ; rat 
of the civil xvairs, mentioned in many worlcs, which 
obliged his family to leave Italy, and seek refuge in 
Corsica, I know nothing. 

The following petition, presented by the father of 
the Bonapartean family to M. de Segur, then minister 
at war, wHl explain what circumstances obliged him 
to have recoxirse anew to the royal aid in favom* of 
one of Napoleon’s brothers : 

“ My Lord, — Charles Buonaparte, of Ajaccio, in 
Corsica, reduced to indigence by an attempt to drain 
the salt marshes, and by the injustice of tlie Jesxiits, 
vidxo deprived him of a succession which had devolved 
to him, and which is now attached to the fund- for 
public instruction, has the honoxir to inform you, that 
his yoxmger son has attended, dxiring six years, at the 
royal military school at Bidenne, and has always, 
comported himself in a distingxiished manner, as you 
may easily know, my lord, by referring to his certifi- 
cates ; that, according to the accounts of M. le Comte 
' Marbeeuf, he has directed his studies to . the naval 
service. His success has been such, that he was 
destined, by M. de Keralio, for the school at Paris, 
•aifd afterwards for the department of Toulon, The 
resignation of the former, inspector, my lord, has 
changed the prospects of my son, who has now n.o 
■longer any classes at college, except the mathematical, 
and who is at the head of his division, -xx^th the 
sxiflrage of aU his masters. The petitioner has boarded 
^his thxrd son at the same college .of Brienne, in order 
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that he nia/ soeefeej to brother’* pJire lie hai 
the honour to enclose the prnfessor’ii ccrtififate, 
and the extract of baptKRi, nujiphmtin^' }ott, mr 
lord, on plannfT his second son, to admit ns hin'r* 
scholar his third son, non nine >rars oM ond 

J iortid at the expense of the petitioner, « lio I is no 
on^er the means of pa}in7 Jii« salarj an I loanl 
You cannot, mp lonl, perfiimi an art of jrreaf r 
chantv, than bj thus AMlstin" n familj nhn fin 1 
themseires mfhoiit means, nho hare nin'ais faith fiilU 
served the kin», and nho mil redocille ihcir efli rts 
for the pood of the semce And the petitioner, 
S<c &.C — .DtONAranTf^' 

Tlie minister has n-ntten on the top of this letter. 
Itetum the vivat anttrtr, »/'« rocfinrv ” On (1 e 
marpin is to be rea I, " ^(is I’entleman bis l>ee/i 
infomiril, that his reijnesl cannot I>e prantctl srI tie 
his second son shall be at the militirr school of 
Unenne, tiro brothers not l»e>np slmltlcd line’s 
ichofan at the a.tme time, in the nuJiltrjr nU'^rt*' 
At this era, >apoIeon nas not pet f nirteeit 

'fucli, and in veep opposite spinf, las l>e»n tall 
ofNap leon’s I>tnh>o<! J nlhii*ia«m, at d n lirtil ii 
exasperation late beenalileal work ^Snte^sKlre 
painted the l>or In the llackest rol up», in • o’er to 
nare the pleamre aftensanls of makli pan* n«trf rf 
the wan It * ill erer thus w ith tbo«e n 1 oni il ele 
osrn pentiis nr nmimstances rirrate s’mre tie r 
eompeer*. Vlir constantlp en lejinnr to d *r nff In 
IJ e f mt arts of infjnrr, |! ej»em of pYeat mme* or of 
ahinin- sirfors? Th»* l» t» slew lo.* starrs/tenr 
those circnmslJncrs sport* cf fvfttnr. a« t Iruli’* t( 
esentt, fthtch open, at if In *p fe if ktirtrlf ttf»e 
on lie IndiTi'usI to the rer»»h 'f/n 

absoIolelT s»lll list Jo who Ms d «f e^u ,''e-f 1 « 
liisnl>oo<). sloulJ l\ew»*o Kasr eib I <» 1 sn sitf** 
orJina/T InfsBCT J SrI.Aws rot rSprS sf rr 

In tmfn one ch II ran i ^»r I »tJo tf e st ' nirr 
run* and toss' eftcB dj we Cal ffscosvot 
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propii?in«- the most hrilliant fntiirc, pass throuf^h life 
in a manner truly insi^uificant ? Bonaparte himself 
lan^rhcil Iieartilj* at all such fables, anti at all those 
fooleries avjth n-liich irritijigs, (Hetated by ndniii'afion 
or hatred, have embellished or blach'oiied his earlv 
years. I may here recall a simple anecdote, n hieh 'trill 
ho immediately ree-op^nized as the original of numlnn*- 
Icss inventions and misrepresentations. 

During the ivinter of 178.3-84, so memorable for the 
quantity of snotv nduch fell, young Napoleon .shewed 
himself singularly annoyed. No more, little gardens 
— none, of those delightful seclusions he so jnntih 
courted. During his play hours, ho iv.'ts constrained 
to mingle ivitli tlie croird of lus companions, walking 
Ij.ickwards and forwards in a large liall. To e.sc.ape 
fi'om this tire.somc exercise, Napoleon contidvcd to 
.stir u{) the tvholc school, by the proposal of a dificrent 
amnsement. This was to clear various pas.rage.s 
through the snow in the great court, and with shovels 
to erect horn-trork.s,- dig trenches, raise parapets, con- 
struct pi, atfonns, &c. " The first labour finished,” .s-md 
he, " we c.an divide into parti e.s, and form a kind of 
siege; .and, .ns inventor of this new sport, I undertake 
to direct the attacks.” , Onr joyous troop entered into 
this project witli enthusiasm ; it was executed, and 
the mimic combat maintained for tho.space of fifteen 
days. Lidced, pur w.arfarc ce.ascd not, till by, gravel 
and small stones mixing with the .snow, of which 
,we made our h<alLs, many of the students, hesieger.s 
ns well a.s he.sieged, had been pretty seriously wounded. 
..I I'enieinber well, that of all the sehol.'u's, none was 
more severely pelted than myself u'ith these missiles. 

It would be- useless here to disprove various un- 
founded adventures of e,arly, life, such as, that, of 
Blanchard’s baUoon, falsely attributed to young Bona- 
parte. His thoughts were, in fact, soon directed to far 
other objects. He was occupied with the, political 
sciences. ■ A letter from the principal of the school of 
■ Briexme, since communicated to me, states, that, of his 
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Tsication*, one was pAssed there, «li1Ie the preoedin* 
had l>een deroted to the Mxrictr of the fatnonji Abb«* 
Kajna!, who eondeseendrd to'reeeire and conrene 


tin^whed j and, as rankJnjr anjofi^ these, there ha|»- 

{ )ened to Bonaparte, who eommanded a station, a 
iltle adrentiire, which I eanhot part orer In ■ilener, 
Iwcaase it afforded an lytportunJtj" of dupJafin;? his 
firmness of rlurarter. Upon one of the f?te« of 8l 
Ixitiis, the janitor's wife, who Was, of rnurse, perfeellv 
well known, presente<l herself fnr admitUnre (o the 
represenlaf ion of the " IValh of tVsar,** n>rTttU<i, In 
which I played the jart of Bmttw. A* »he had »«» 
ticket, and insNte»!, raisin? • clamonr. In the hope of 
passin?, the aer?eant of the post reported to Ws 
oftieer Napoleon t he, leamln? the rlrmmstaarrt of 
the ease, with an imperatlee tone etcUhsed,— •• I.et 
that woman W rrmored. who hr{n*s Into this place 
the IIceniT of a ramp.** Tins oo-urred In 

Bonaparte and myself were lutJe rnore than rl?hl 

; ’e*n oM, when onr Intimacy eonitPM'ced i we »non 
pecame most attarheil.^ There appeared to eslst 
hetween ns one of Ihvw* tatoral »rmpotMet which 
s^ulrkly ripen. This Intleuey and friendship | e»* 
joTe*l wiiliout intemiption, UU ITol, when h« 
fluittes! the eeTBinaer at Bnmne, f.»f that of I'arU. 
Of all otif aeh/v'l-felhpwa, | best an«*mfnsid how f* 


aetvtnrnOrfate mjself to his rfaeacter, pwlsnrhely *» 
it was, ard se»rre fits »erla«h’n, lU rrfleetkms o«» 
the roTw^uest of Us eoM«n'eir, and tl^ JwprrssIesM 
prareu on tis yoone spjnl.e/ esi!«*t(Wrrv,f ij iWstm 
and hy hts «r»t» ftmily, made llej wvk sol tttde, $t4 
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rendered bis address, but in appearance only, very 
forbidding'. Age placed us together, in tbe classes of 
languages and matbematics. From bis first entrance 
to school, be manifested an eager desire of acquiring 
knowledge. At this period, as bo spoke only tbe 
Corsic.rn dialect, and, on that account, already excited 
a very lively interest, tbe Sieur Dupuis, tlien sub- 
principal, — a young man no less .amiablo, than di^ 
tinguisbed as a grammarian, — undertook to give 
him private lessons in French.* His pupil so ■well 
repaid this care, that in a ver)' short space of time, 
it was judged proper to commence the study of Latin. 
The youthful aspirant appbed to this language with 
such unconquerable aversion, that in bis fifteenth year 
he was stUllow in tbe fourth form. I bad here speedily 
left him behind, but remained throughout in tbe same 
mathematical class, u'berc, unquestionably, bo was the 
ablest of tbe whole school. I sometimes exchanged 
until him tbe solution of the problems given out — and 
which be demonstrated oflF band, until a reaibnoss that 
always astonished mo— for themes and versions, of 
which he detested the very mention. 

. I have read the veriest nonsense about his being 
the heiTuit of the school, unth no equals, and school- 
fellows all friends or flatterers. How sadly is the 
illusion of descriptions and’ pictures destroyed by 
a . near view of objects. For, during nearly seven 
years of companionship, I can recollect nothing to 
; justify such pitiful play of words. At Brienne, 
Bonaparte was remarkable for his fine complexion, 
afterwards so much changed by the climate of France, 
a quick and searching look, and for the tone of his 
, conversation, with both masters and companions. 
'There appeared always something of bitterness in his 
remarks; and he certainly seemed . little inclined to 
cultivate the softer moods. This I have already attri- 
buted to the misfortunes of early infancy: and the 

* Afterwards made librarian to the Emperor. 
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follomn? an instance how dimply h? Mt th^ «ul)- 
jfcti'onofhNcountp*. Thc$tii<lenlsr«eiH*Jiii\it'it5on< 
to turn to <Iinc Mith Father Barton, prinri|)al of (lie 
semifiarv. Bonapirte’n «Lir hating arri»p<l, Rome of 
the profeRROn, who knetr hw aifmiratioti of Pjoli, 
affected to Rpeak Rli^litin^lpof that patriot. '* I'aoli," 
avarmlr replied Bomaparte, “waa a |rri*at man, —he 
lured liH coimtrr; and I rannot ft«s» p in} own father, 
formerJr hit adjnhmt, for harin" ron«enNil ti> the 
union of Corsimwith France. He ntijht iierer to 
hare forciken the fortnnes of *ueh a leader, Inl to 
Itarc fallen trilh him.” 

(icneraMr fpeakin;*, Bonaparte \»a« no faroiirife 
orith htR comradr*, nho, truly, men* far from hi* 
flatterers, lie aisoeiateil reiy little a»ilh them, niid 
Rchlnm took a part in their Rporta; hut 1 nas almo*( 
always in his mmpany. On the arrirnlof oiir plir 
hour, he flew to the lihnuT, where h'^deronred lMmh« 
onliUtory, e^peHallr I’ylylnusand I'hitJrrh. lie liked 
/rrUn also rery 'mnehi^ hut liad little rejanl f>r 
(^uintns Furtins. Often did I leare hint th«» (jutlr 
alone, to join the crowd of «*ir conipanioin. 

Oar pnnnpal was name<I Loiil*. Oa one oeraslon, 
we liad made Ronie eraekefs. In ««fder t«» relehra'e his 
h1rth<dar| and lutin* nni^ed Item on a Unrh in the 
court, tliey were Romehow fired accideotallr, Ih.no. 
parte, •tandm; hard hy, recrlrr'! do Injury; h i* a 
yoiin* Rcholjr, who hjppeneil to l.e «t n* »i|e, 
reroaijied ijnite tlaek from the rffeets of tli* dpi ••Inn. 

The temper of the routhful t«>r»iran «»• set 
farther Roitred, hf the ni'ifleries « f the itii '••nt*, who 

oftennadejjaiine of hi* cMURtlwaiiJI {• iwme ,\*p.»V 

Jtepeatedlr did he *ar lo me.'in |l • l.i{t»n<e»s « f tl e 
moment.— * I will oa these I’rrml own if l* ir e, •’! 
ihemiwhiefift mr power,” an«l,uponrjTfo *'■»*«> 'iin; 
lo K>itb hi* Irntati*»n, he woull a.M.— ■* Unt »• u, 
JlfMirrienne. yen ne»er Insult rw,— *#,.j !»».» »e«*r' 

lal'wr 1‘alraijH, orir pfof-*wr’rf 4-.. 

lljop'h a srry ordinary |ii»n,s»as marl* •ttorl-'d (•» 
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Bonaparte, made a boast of bis young friend’s acquire- 
ments, and eberisbed a pride in having been bis in- 
structoi*. He bad reason. The otber professoi's, in 
■\vbose classes be did not sbine, troubled tbeniselvcs 
very little about biin. He bad no taste for polite 
literature, the study of languages, or tbc lijj'bter arts 
of accomplisbment. As notbing announced that be 
should ever tigure in the capacity of a learned Theban, 
the pedants of the establishment u’ould charitably have 
regarded him as a dunce. Yet across bis pensive and 
reserved character, there shot gleams of brightest 
intelligence. If the monks, good eas}’ men, to ndiora 
was confided the instruction of ouryoutb, badpossessed 
tact to appreciate bis temperament,— bad their pro- 
fessors of mathematics been more able, and could 
they efficiently have • turned our attention to cbe- 
mistrj'^, natural pbilosdph}’^, and asti’onoray, I am 
convinced Bonaparte n’ou'ld have carried into stu- 
dies of this natiu'o those powers of research and 
of genius •which shone forth in a career far more 
brilliant, indeed, but ranch less useful to maulcind. 
Unfortunately for us, these monks know nothing, 
while they •vvere too poor to procure good masters 
elsewhere. Nevertheless, they "v^'ere obliged, after 
Bonaparte’s departure, to bring tu'o professors from 
Paris, under whom I studied, and without whose aid 
the school must have gone to ruin. The assertion, 
therefore, so often repeated, is false, that Napoleon 
received at Brienne an accomplished education ; our 
good filiuims were incapable of coiifeiTirig such a gift ; 
and I avow, for my part, the instruction of the present 
time recalls very disagreeably, that which 1 received 
among' these blockheads in cowls. It, is diflSctdt to 
conceive how even one man of talent could have been 
Sent forth from their institution. ; 

Though Bonaparte had little' caiuse to' praise his 
fellow-students, as respected their conduct towards 
himself, he , disdained to prefer . complaints against 
'tliem j and even when,inturn, it becarde his duty tb.see 
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that th(“ nilf*' «<*re not tnnsj»re«v*^, he flio«e rather 
to go into confineraei t than denounce the jmtn^ 
mlpnt^ Once I found inj-wlf an arcompUce nith 
hira in thu non perf irmanee of mnnitorsliip, he per 


Iw «eTerjtr 

Nipoteon, in the fOur«e of hw life, perf mied a 
unfliciencr of great action*, to render unnece*virY 
here farther explanation of the pretended marrrU < f 
hw boyhoo*! 1 ahoul 1 he tinjiut were I to de«fnbe 
him aa an ord niry hoy , I never thoii-ht him *o , I 
mn.it, on the contrary, declare, that, un ler a eanetr 
of aipeeti, he rrai a mo*t di*tingui«he I ■cholar In the 
rmiiaar} whence he waa now* to remore 


ciiAPTrn n 

Bonpiurr Tfi’iirraarn TOTMt»»>iiTa«TCOti»or 
iT raaif — urKOBtit o^ rut »T«Tri* or rote* 
Tioy— ria»Tro«j»ni»«\— TAi «Hce— arrt aato 
raaii— rorraTT— «!:»« ii'Ti * 

Orr* all the mil tare le! on!* an ln»peetnr prmwted 
whone duty It wa« in trtmmlt an annail r>p<'et on 
the itate of each popSI whether pentUneJ he iKa 
elite, or e-lonte lai the cKirfeofl I ropiej 

ihe reTtiCrale fhi! f 11 wafrwn the fepTwl f e l"•t| 

I wa* I'e^troTM eten < f rnretiile- lha art^iu! r-»n i* 
impl, wl wh Ks«I pndrt'lr atnlen fr len tie w»/ 
h«t l.ewil« i-«jiparfe»*tilne I tin ♦ ►.-« 
f d d not frjo^er Iw tie o te 

heraate br»!ei*e woatl lata prrtra ol rtt 
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using such a document. It u'ould have served, hou'- 
ever, to shew, how great a distance cliance and circum- 
stances, in the course of life, may interpose between 
tliose whose situations on the forms of a school were 
very different. I affinn, ^ivithout fear of contradic- 
tion, that not upon little Bonaparte, would he, who 
should then have read the certilicates of the students 
at Briennc in 1784, have rested his predictions of 
grandeur and renown, hut upon several others, much 
more favourably noticed, who, notwithstanding, were 
left so infinitely behind ! 

“ 1784. Report presented to the King by M. do 
Keralio, (inspector of the college at Brienne.) 

“ M. de Buonaparte, (Napoleon,) bom 15th August, 
1769, height 4 feet, 10 inches, 10 lines, has finished 
his fourth course; of good constitution, excellent 
health, of submissive disposition, upright, gratefiil, 
and strictly regular in conduct ; has always been dis- 
tinguished for application to the mathematics. He is 
tolerably well acquainted with history and geography. 
He is rather deficient in the ornamental branches, and 
in Latin, in which he has barely completed the fourth 
course. He ‘n’ill make an excellent seaman. He is 
fit to pass to the Military School at Paris.” 

Notivithstanding this. Father Berton opposed the 
removal of Bonaparte, on the ground, that he had 
not finished the studies of the fomdh division, wliile, 
by. the rules, he ought to have been in the third. 
I have been positively informed by the sub-principal, 
that a note touching Napoleon, dispatched from the 
school of Brienne to Paris, designated him — “ dia- 
meter domineering, imperious, obstinate.” I knew 
Bonaparte weU, and, on the whole, approve tlie 
certificate of the inspector. . I . believe, however, it 
ought to have run thus : — very well acquainted 
with history, and especially geography ; he is very 
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rtefiacnt in thr omnmfntal I raochf«, and in Latin " 
"There coni 1 be no {nt>nnd< for mj in?, tliat he « oul 1 
prore an excellent seaman, lie nexer once intertaincd 
a thoujjht of the mral gemre 

In consequence of the report of M «le Kmlio, 
Hooaparte, with fnir othem, |>aA.«ed to the MiliUrr 
Academy at Pans IIis companions were aI«o Kinjji 
gchoUrs, inth certifintes at lci.st rqiiallr in* 

decfl, ridets of this cKm onlt lad the pniilegt* 
iiominatHm to the 0>lle?r, there teas no 

lompetition, a?e, and the certifirat«*s of lliemoiiki, 
detenniiietl the choice of the inspettur in the tneUe 
I nirinnal geminanet. \Mitt thenhaaindunduntm 
to attnlute this promotion to Napoleons prrnuui 
giipenontv at Itnenne ^ The ftris tlalrd nborc, an 1 
the repi rl of the in«p«Ttor, attest his »len Irr pn*?rr»< 
In inf>*t of the onlmaiy I ranches, r*et ot nwlhcfnalin, 
Neither in these, as lias a Icaneetf, s* as creat emu 
tienee them i^e ofanr premature rent iiral I > i ariv He 
was now of t!ie pmjM-r aye, had certificates tiiflirientljr 
far mrible, and uas quite lutunllr one of lie hie 


—* W hat s ,jiii''ei tKit,' ret >rtrd it e future ri t p rf >r, 
* if its de*‘nift« 111 ssas ftecs^sary l» In iJe,,ril‘ 
n IS nar U" Terr pretlr, but »l »• » rlumir Inieaiien. 
At f mnc«-n, n I J<t ll*» wpa/lr w*« st 1 at 1 rici ne, 
where r >*t a»sareillr, s»r neirr reseifs*! rt nput 
es|»«-Tia!Ir H 'je« 

J.nnajuxtc itBs f/'een tears a I lao I eMh« 

OR he« pf* Re’ » I I* e %j 1 larT Csl**,**! 1 Afii 1 
atx >eipif eil 1 -n n a c * I » i! r s’* • at 
#tr»Sfinc \\r *»•» irj M aril’s rStTet, 

n t to »*tnt 11? t’. Ihari*'? tl » i,' t J**fU 
l» th ka -'a edaaacinco eres^ » s» 
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little did I foresee those high destinies amiounced by 
the pretended miracles of his boyhood, (discovered, 
by the Avay, after his elevation,) that I have preserved 
not a single letter of this period. I tore the precious 
aiitogi’aphs as soon as they were answered. I re- 
member the substance of only one of these epistles, 
ivritten about a year after his first aixival in Paris, 
lirging me to fulfil the promise I had pledged at 
Brienne, and enter with him upon the career he was 
about to embrace. I had studied as well as he, and in 
the same class, the branches required in the artillery 
service. I had even passed three months at Metz, in 
order to unite practice with theory ; but a strange 
regulation, issued, I believe, in 1778, hj M. de Segur, 
(minister, at wai-,) declared it to be quite out of all 
rule' for a person to possess the requisite talents for 
serving his ddng and his counfxy in the profession of 
arms, unless he had also four quarters of nobiLity on 
liis scutcheon! Upon this dlscdvery, my mother 
went to Paris, where she presented letters patent from 
Louis XIV. in favour of her husband, M’ho died six 
weeks after my birth. • Things were in train n’hen, 
unluckily, it appeared that the said patent of nobility 
had hot been registered. To repair this slight omission,- 
twelve thousand francs (^£500 sterling) were demanded, 
andrefused. "While others thus enjoyed the privilege of 
being officers and no soldiers, I rejected the alternative 
of being a soldier, but no officer; and so the affair ^ 
rested. . 

Scarcelj' entered at the military college, Isfapoleon 
found himself on a footing so brilliant and expensive, 
considering the professional and mental education 
thei’e received, that he deemed it his duty to draw up 
si memoir, addressed directly to the sub-principm 
Bertoh.* The youthful reformer here insisted, that 
the plan of education was really hurtful, and could 
never accomplish the end proposed by every wise 


•* A relative of the superior at Brienne. 
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poT#mmtnt He dwelt forribl/ tipon the effect* of 
tuch a s^tem, alUnnin;*, ** that the po^l petiMoneni, 


i.**‘ *ij '‘r ■!*’ -•.e-r*’-*-* **‘e,lome*ticrirrle, 
l'." ■ ■ ; ». ‘i! • M of their home, 

• '■ V ■■ * very a«tlion 

of their hein?, and to denpUe their modest mandon. 
la place,” contlnuetl the mereoiiall^t, " of retaining^ a 
nunteroa* rmn-d of dome^tirs about llie^e routb«, »et* 
tia^ befure them meat* of two foi!r>e<i dai'ljr, mahinc 
a parade with a rery expea*Ive entabtwhmenl of 
horse* and itrooma, would it not be better, withont 
in the least intrmipUn* the course of iheir siitities,to 
oblige them to do erery for thrRi«rlrr«{ that it 
to ur, with the exception of a little ro4iWin<r, which 
•hoiifd be done for tbem} to cau«e them rat ans* 
tsualtion hirad, or of a quality appnvu-hin; In It; 
acetutom them to the bntine*« of the £rM; roahe 
them bntth their own clothe*, clean Iheir the** and 
hooU, &c. hinco they are fir from rich, and tlaceall 
are deiUeed for the tnihtary •errice, it not the duty 
of that icnW the only and iniec»!ocaUon nhlch they 
ihoold twite y ||*f»Iicute*l to a life of tohrittyttn 
malotaln with i teidinewi the beartn? of a tol her, tlier 
would at the same time prow up iw»rr j wouU 

(>e aide to brave the loclemeiinrs of M^i*on« | to *t>p« 
port with courser the fiti;rue« of war { and Inipirw 
the men und-r their comm>n»l with rrspr^t, anil 
deroted atlachtnent,** • Thot praeoiwd ^»lpub■^ at 
the a;e of tltlern : time and h‘« intittatiooa 

evince that be never departed from thrsw early »v»wi 
of mditary rslomthm. 

lint, l^nt s'urtop. a teen oWrtvr, aad epesklr^ 

• !• I'rt d-r^iOcM, V*«te m e*»tl li- m w-w i* 

Cljw w »j n» J I*! rt |l« $ct Ir'*^** »"'t 

• t< o»l M f«re yrsa^l^T/e 
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frocly v'lmt lie tlioiif^lit. M’itli energy, lie rciiiaiiiod not 
Ion" at. collofrc. His supprioiy, tired of so decided a 
rliar.ictcr, hastened the period of his examination, that 
he might he provided for clsewlierc, as second lien- 
tenant, on the first vncancy in a regiment of artillery. 
This regiment wis then at Valance, (1785,) vherc he 
remained several ycai-s in the usual obscurity of 
country quarters. 

As for niy.self, h.iving left Brieiine, 1767, .and been 
denied, as already st.atcd, a commission in the same 
service, I repaired the following year to Vienna, in the 
hope of being attached to the IVench embassy at that 
court. But, after two months’ stay, oiir minister, hli 
de No.ailles, giving me, some general insfructions on 
diplomacy, rcconiineiidcd a coiii'sc of national law, 
and of foreign languages, in one of the German 
universities. I entered at Loipsic. 

Hero I w.ns scarcely settled, u’hen the Bevohitiou 
broke out. hlighty was the interval between those 
reASonahlc meliorations, which time had rendered 
necessarj”, -which men also of the most staid clmrac- 
ters desired, and that total ovei’sctting of .all things 
— that destruction of the state, condemnation of 
the best of kings, and lengthened series of crime, 
with which France has sullied the pages of her 
history ! In those remodellings of institution.s, u’hich 
time nccessarilj'^ brings round, we m.ay remark, that 
all the evil originates in a blind .and pi-esumjituous 
opposition on the one side, and in mad precipitation 
on the other. Time u'ould haa'C given to France, 
what terror and slaughter only gave. Nothing proves 
th.at one generation ought to suffer for the happiness 
of its successors. . . • 

Having finished my diplomatic studies, and acquired 
the German and English languages, traversing Prussia 
and Poland, and passing through Vienna, 1 arrived 
in Paris, April, 1792. Here I found Bonapai’te ; 
our, friendship of boyhood, and of college, yet remained 
undiminished. I had not been very prosperous : upon 

VOL. I. B * 
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him adTprsitj" prfv«cd bwHr. H« wns often in 
absolute want of rr*.ourr<*«. M> jta>Kipd nur tinir, m 
tnaj-ho imafjinod ofttrojoonjr men of hrenty-liifpo, 
with no orcnpntion, ana hardlr moro monet: bi'* 
finances nrre yet at loner ebb’ than mine. "lltety 
day we projected aome new aclirnie; liattnj' all eyea 
about iia for >omej>rofilab!e et>eniLition. At one lime 
lie proposed our jointly rentinj* nereral liou^n then 
building in Monthnlon btreel, in order to ■iilert them 
afleniainK AVe found the term« wonlil not »nit| 
• • t « udintin* 

• • liureau for 

' ^ • apj*ear, I 

proTed the hicVier of the tno. Harly in June, one of 
our frc<]ue!it ramblea aln^ut I’aria earneii n« !« t^lnt 
Cyr, to nee hsa ititer Marianne, ( I haa.) n h» wa« a 
l»oanler in that e«tab(t«hment. Itetumm-, He ihtied 
toerther at Trianon, 

>\irde ve were thna leadin- a »otnewlal tajil-ond 
life, the Cihli June atnteil,— unhappy prrlude to 
darker aeenea. Me lud met on that momlnj a« moal, 
preparatory to our daily lounge in • roffrewmom, Hu* 
haint llonoiv, near the JtotaL (tn poiesr 

ml, we M»e approaeliioj a mob, whuli lV>Mpar1e 

• .» e -' •* * » . , •" *. l-i* 


ron»t,!ed of the tll^t and Ua«e«t popoljer of Ih# 
iuborl**. *• la”! u« f lUoH that ra*.t le,*' uid ll,»ti4Part* 
to me. We p<| lier>re them, and stmt to walk in 
t? e ffanleiH, i*n the f^rrace otrfUvikio? |h* Hifer, 
1 rein itiU tta'ion, h* I'ehrtl the d »*rH>(nI teror. 
featei that rr<ue.l. f •*-o 1| f*«t li al'etnpticf 1* 

depict tlie atiq'nMi a'vJ »P * an «'«»d wiitlob m 

I Je e«»al I o»)t r« npfv'-eod toch *e^kr»'»» an ! f fte*r» 
anee. H-jt, when the klrf eheHed h**e >e{f at 
the Hin.4aH> f'ltij'ie* |*e r^’den, with t*» »» I »*/ 
wl-j^h *n* tf t»e m ad La-l Jmt ilterd ap<o* hia 
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BiUiaji.irU'V Injnot forth uiuvintrollfcl. 

Wfini m.uliif;,'. I" «\vrh»ttiif<l In' alotid, ntul i» hin 
pritoif, “ hun* rouM ihny allow {lifsr' Ff*oniitlr»’l« to 
ruforl they on^ht to Imvn hlown four or hvr Imifln'd 
of tlifiu into thr air \rith r^nuiojj ; Iho rot wouM tlion 
havo tahon to thnr 

^Vl)il»’ at OiniKT to^-tlwr — for whirh, hy ihr 
trny, I jiaitl, as was jirrtty tjiMirniUy tin* raso, hap- 
pt'niii" to he in hi-lt^r rotjilitioti — In* ^pnho inrrji- 
.eaiitlyof tin* stvnt* ^vc* had di'-citHsifi'f with 

'Troat "oo'l .spiisr* tin* oaioos innl th>* ofl'ortH of this 
tinsiippr.'sx'd iiisnrrortion. Ho prodictod and dovr- 
lo|H*d n ith Ki^adtv nil it*< ron’-rmn*nr«*.s. Xor avas ho 
tijistakon : tin* Kuli An^rtisl ^p^*«*llily rami*: I nas not 
thru with him, Imt Uoiiaitarto hiniM’lf hits haid : *' At 
tho report of the nssanlt of tin* Tnilerins, Antrtist 
1 0th, I ran to the Itotisi* of rativch t ])onrrienti(*'s 
brother, nho I;ept a furniture ^^tn'room in the 
Cnrron.*c:d." This is jiartly true. My brother, Avilh 
pcrenil others, bad entered into n s'pcriilation of a 
national auction. They received eveiy thin" wliich 
those who desired to ipiit I'nuiee ^l ished to sell, and 
funds ^verc always advanced upon tho arliides Indped 
previous to sale. Here, at the jieriod in question, 
J’onaparte’fi watch lay for some spaea; in paivnl 


CHAPTER nr. 

llONAI’ARTn’s rinST CASU’AIGN — AITAIRS Of OHNOA — 
AnniiST — si'iiiiTED nffENCi: — consequences — . 
SITSTEUY — nunoc. 

Bonapaiiti:, after the fatal 10th of Atij^isf, retired 
to Corsica ; whence he did not retiu*n till the follow- 
ing year, 1793. For my ptu*t, having been ap 2 )ointcd 
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of I>r^tion at Shitt'pr'Jt soirtf <1a^ aftfr 
tli<* 20th of Jiin?, I net out on Iho 2(1 of AiiyiMf, an'l 
satr not n^in mr jounj and anient fnenj till 17^1. 
“ Vourdepartiirf,” »aid hc»“ttlll hixf pii mine;" and « e 
took leave of each other, trifli feeMc hope, ai theli 
wmed, of ever meeting? mon*. 

A decree of the 2Slli Sltrch, 1703, direct*'! all 
French a^ent^ nhmad to retnm to I niH“e within 
three month**, under pain of l>eiiijf tn*atpd a< emi^r/n. 
What fhid prrMoinl} W'{tne'(ved,Bnil tlie exs^tTm'*^! 
state of all minds at home, made rue shnnk from 
Lein* possihlj* fom*(! either to take part In thr«e 
afllietln;: seenr*, or to l>eeome their victim. Mr di*« 
oliedience inscnlied me In the !i*l of emigrant*, fn«m 
which name xias not emred till Norein!>rr, 1797. 

It was dnnn; oiir separation tliat Ilompnrte, 
rhief of Itattalion, made his first oii'ivjijn, an 1 rot*, 
tnbnte*! so jKiwerfiills* to the recapture • f T< nl *n 
M ith this peruMi of Ills tifo I am iinnri^iuliitr I ; at 
l*ns| I d> not speak of It as an ese*w ltne«s j I nen. 
tion onlv sotre parfinitsrs, and rite t/>me i[ leimeots 
wlirh filW Ip the time fr* m 17’*^ to J7''k t’e 
date wlien he pljceit them In inr lird* Of this 
rm»il>er, one hss the tract, eiititl*'*!, T/e ,Si»;-frr 
rj" //cflvcrtice, which, on amsle;? at ll e tt e*i *«f ii, 
he catiinl rarrfiille to !e son;! t out, an! I «;ft 

S at a dear rate, In order M I'ctpiv a'l tl e r* p*es 

114 little wpek eontjlne'l oj mio* « very e*f^»rft 
from th'ise wllrli le wiilrd •hHi'ljfef » finfi* In 
I'^rfl, an era when «oeh !•<»« were i » I e^er t* e 
vo^'ie, ai 1 wl en he rOfered Op«>n a •»«*en al’'"e!* ef 
f»» I'lme tepidljni'l jn'clpV^ whu'i rie i 
t I ‘ht lave reralletl till* fees Ifeetfc’n, w Ifh 1 *» • » ii 
pimphlct In tl rir • 7? it wriiir»- a* le't'r 

jleres pr»VTe«'i''? frrn 1 in frnliei f i 1 u jres' »f-- 
s»»»eo, lft»o.«i fef fjrr efws4!'t»”«a* h if rvtlnt’ ^ 
r tra ret-serjnrtsTjr J»rU*s»f at *•* r>»* ^r fs 


|W« AjJirtJ t, t 
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pnrsoiial feeling, tlinn from regard fo truth. In all 
these his early writings, posterity, perhaps, ^rili sec 
the profound politician, rather than the enthusiastic 
child of tlic Revolution. 

The documents concerning the resumption of 
Bouaparto’.s command, and his arrest hy the repre- 
sentatives Albitte and Salicetti, will rectify these 
important facts, till nowalw.ays misrepresented. If I 
enter into some details respecting this ej)och of his 
youth, it is because events have eit licrhecn disfigured, 
or left in v.igueness and uncertainty. Some have 
ascribed his disgrace to a niilit.ary discussion on war; 
others, to his being an accomplice with the younger 
Robespierre ; ivhilc a third party, in the spirit of 
fl.attcry, say, that' Albitte and Salicctti ex])osed to 
the Committee of Public Safety the impossihilitt/, 
in which they found themselves, oi f/r.(ting on without 
the talents of General Bonaparte in the recommence- 
ment of military operations. All this is c.xaggeration. 
Let us come to facts. 

On the I3th Jul}’, 1794, (25 Messidor, yc.ar 11,) the 
representatives of the people attached to the army 
of Italy, passed the follou'ing resolution “ General 
Buonaparte u'ill repair to Genoa, in order, conjointly 
with the ambassador of the French republic, to con- 
fer with the government of Genoa, as his instructions 
bear. Tlie ambassador of the French republic ivill 
acknowledge, and cause him to be acknondedged, hy 
the government of Geiio.a.” To these public cre- 
dentials, were added secret instnictions, that he should 
observe the state of the %vorks and military stores of 
.the fortresses of Genoa and SaA'ona, and the condition 
of the surrounding country in both jilaces. He was 
directed, also, as tar as possible, to unravel the con- 
duct of the French minister, Tilly, and the intentions 
of the Genoese respecting the coalition. 

This mission, and the secret instinxctions, evince 
the confidence with wliich Bonaparte, not yet twenty- 
five, had inspired men interested in not being deceived 
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as to the choice of their agents Thns accredited, 
Bonaparte repaired to Genoa, and there fulled his 
mission The 9th Thennidor amred the terronst 
deputies irere replaced hyAlbitte and SiLcetti "Whe- 
ther the latter functionanes, m the confusion then 
exi«ting, were not informed of the orders given to 
Generu Bonaparte , irhethcr some, jealous of the 
rising fame of the young general of artillery, had 
prejudiced Salicetti and his colleague against him, 
certain it IS, thatthese representatives caused Bonaparte 
to be arrested, and his papers sealed, directing both 


G 


tahen hy the express orders of the representatives of 
the people 

Napoleon, at St Helena, stales, that be wns put 
under arrest for some mtnvtes by the representative 


^rs. 

If a similar decree had been passed three iveeka 
sooner, if Bonaparte had been denounced to the 
Committee of Imblic Safety before the 9tb Ther- 
imdor, his fate, m oil likelihood, n onld have been 
sealed, and we should have beheld ^nsh on the 
scaffold, at the age of twenty five, the roan n ho, for 
the next eparter of a century, u as to astonish the 


slightest mention « made of any connexion between 
Bonaparte and the younger Ilobespierre The seventy 
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of the decree, too, Avill surprise the more, now that 
his mission to Genoa is explained. Did there, then, 
exist any thing^ against him ? or had calumny hceii able 
to effiice the services he had just rendered to, his 
countrj’- ? Often have I conversed n-ith him on this 
adventure j he constantly assured me ho had nothing 
■wherewith to reproach himself, and that his defence 
expressed his real sentiments, and the exact truth. ' 

. Bonaparte was not yet inclined to vicu' his situation 
as desperate. He addressed the following vindication 
to Albitte and Salicetti; Laportche does not mention, 
]\Iy copy is in the writing of Junot, but there are 
corrections in the general’s omi hand. Every one 
•\^'ill recognize here his abrupt phrases, his rapid 
rather than concise style; sometimes his elevated 
ideas, always his good sense. 

“ To the JRepresentadves, Albitte and Salicetti. 

' “ You have suspended me from my functions, arrest- 
ed; and declared me suspected. I am thus disgraced, 
■jHthout having been judged, or if judged, nithout 
ha'ving been heard. In a revolutionary state, there 
are two classes, — the suspected, and the patriots. 
"When the former are accused, they arc dealt ■\\'ith for 
security’s sake, on general measures. The oppression 
of the second class is the overthrow of pubhc liberty. 
The magistrate here has not the power to condemn, 
even on the most trust-worthy informations, save 
on a succession of acts, such as leave no choice. 
To denounce a patriot as suspected, is a judgment, 
which tears from him all he holds most precious,— 
coi^dence and esteem.' In which class am I to be 
placed ? From the first movements of the Revolution, 
have not I ever been attached to its principles ? have 
not I ever been found in the struggle either against 
domestic foes, or, . as a soldier, opposing foreign 
invaders? I abandoned my home — 1 sacrificed my 
means — I gave up aU for the republic. I served after- 
.wards under the walls of Toulon, with some distinc- 
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tion, md T\nth the nrmj of I merited a share 
f)f the laurels winch it acquired in the capture of 
Saorgio, Oneillo, and Tanaro Since the di’«covery 
of the conspiracy of Robespierre, my conduct han 
been that of a man acrustome 1 to respect princi- 
ples alone My rijht to the title of patriot thus 
cannot bo disputed 'WTiercfore, then, am I declared 
suspected nhfhout being heanl — hare I been ar 
rested, eight (laj s after you had reccii ed intelligence 
of the tjTant a death ? You declare roe suspected, 
and jou seal my papers You ought to haae done 
the reverse "i ou ought to have placed the seals upon 
my papers, heard roe, demanded my evplanations, 
and afteni ards declared me suspected, if grounds of 
suspicion liad then existed You order that I be 
removed to Pans, with a resolution which declares 
mo under suspicion Every one mil belieie that 
jou, the representatives, ha\© ncted thus onlv jii 
consequence of an information, and I shall I ejtnlgcd, 
not njthout the prejudice which a man of that stamp 
dran-a dorni upon hiro«elf Innocent— a patriot— 
calumniated,— nhatevermeastires tlie committee may 
tahe, I cannot coraplam of them If tliri e men thus 
denounce me as liaiing committed n trime 1 cannot 
compliin of the jurj nlucli should condernn me 
halicetti, thou Knonest me hxst tlion, during fiv* 
jears, seen m my conduct any thing suopictous ns 
reganls the Rc> ofntion ? Albilte, thou hiionest me 
not none has proied n single fict to thee, thou 
hast not heard me, jet llion knoneut with what 
address calumny maj sometimes slander Ought I 
then to be confounded with the enemies ol tin 
tnuntry? Arc joii patnots, and will aou meoii- 
sideratclj give wp to rum a general who has not 
been unservicealle to the republic ’ Are jnii n pre- 
sentatives? ought jou to reduce the poveriimeut to 
the crm.1 neccssitj of being unjust, no lr>s than 
impolitic’ Hear me, de«troi the oppression which 
huiTOunds me, and restore rue to the esteem of patriots 
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An hour after, if llio Avielccd desire it, talvc tliat life, 
I little value — Avliicli Iliaveoftcji despised ! Yes, the 
hope alone that it may a^ain he useful to our country, 
nerves me Avith courage to sustain its load.” 

This defence, so reinarhahle for energetic simplicity, 
appears to liaA’c made an impression upon the repre- 
sentatives. Informations more precise Av*re probably 
also more favoumhle to the general ; for, on 5th 
Fructidor, (^20th August,). 1794, a resolutiou Avas 
passed, setting- him proA’isionally at liberty, hut 
directing that he should remain at head quarters. 
Salicctti subsequently became the friend and even con- 
fident of young Bonapai tc. These connexions undcr- 
AA’ent a change after his clcA’ation. We have thus 
seen that there AA'as no question about the impos- 
sibility in AA-hich the representatives found themselves 
of doing Avit bout the genci*ars talents. But Avhat 
are avc to think both of the motives for the arrest, 
and of the setting o.t '^hcxiY provisionally, Ai hen they 
IcucAV fully the ciTor they had committed, and the 
innocence of Bonaparte ? 

Another circumstance AA-hicli has been connected 
AA'ith this period, is the friendship of Duroc. It is 
printed, that this connexion began at the siege of 
Toulon; ^-lien the general took Duroc as his aid-de- 
camp from the ranks of the artillery. It AA'as much later, 
AA’hile in Itiity, that Bonaparte attached to himself this 
dependent. On hearing his praises, he requested the 
ti-ansference of his scrA’ices from General L’Espinasse, 

- comihandant of the artillery, under Avhom Duroc 
had already made partly one campaign, as aid-de-camp 
•and captain of artillery. His character, cold and 
conti'acted, suited Napoleon, aa Iiosc confidence, from 
the expedition to Egj'pt, during the consulate, and to 
his death, he continued to enjoy. Appointments AA'ere 
bestoAA'ed upon him, perhaps, someAvhat beyond his 
abilities. Bonaparte often said at St Helena, that he 
loved him much. I believe it ; brrt I have proof that 
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Duroc did not return the sentiment. There are so 
many princes void of generosity, Mhy should Tre not 
sometimes find courtiers ungrateful? 


CHAPTER IV. 

BONAPARTE DISMISSED THE SERTICE — LIFE IN PARIS 
—PROPOSED EXPEDITION TO TURKEY — SCUEMES 

ANECDOTES — ATTACK OF THE SECTIONS — ITS 

CONSEQUENCES. 

General SoNAPARTEretnmed to Paris, irhere soon 
after I also arrived from Gennany. Our intim.scy 
resumed its ancient footing. He gave me all the 
details of his carapaiTO of the south. lie theu'* 
reckoned much upon ius " Supper of Heaacaire," 
which be was by no means desirous of denying, as at 
a subsequent period. lie conversed n ith me often on 
the persecutions in which he had been entanj|»Ied; 

■ * • • • , • . . 

• , •** 

portant, he said, that all should know Itim to be 
incapable of betraying Ida country, under pretence of 
a mission to Genoa,— a mission endeavoured to be 
represented as if converted by him into a political 
raanfcuvre against the interests of France. lie liked 
to repeat and dn ell upon his warlike achievements at 
Toulon, and in the Italiau army. He spoke of hii 
first successes, with the feeling of pleasure and Bafis- 
faction they inspired. 
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upon that as by no means afield worthy of his talents ;• 
and the change of his arm as a species of injustice. The 
second was the stronger, and the only reason officially 
assigned for his refusal, — the change of service. On 
this was declared the following resolution, of the 15th 
September, 1794: — “ The Committee of Public Safety 
nulls, that General of Brigade Bonaparte shall he 
crazed from the list of general officers employed, in 
consequence of liis refusal to repair to the station to 
which he had been appointed. The ninth commission 
is charged with the execution of this decree.” Napo- 
leon has told us from St Helena, that he sent in his 
resignation : This resolution proves the contrary. He 
was unwilling to avow his reduction." 

Upon this unexpected blow, Bonap^te retired into 
private life ; consteined to an inaction, most irksome 
to liis ardent character, heightened yet more by youth. 
He then lodged, Rue de Mail, in a house near the 
Place des Victoires. We began again the cotuse of 
life we had led before his departure for Corsica. He 
had no little difficulty in forming the resolution to 
abide the termination of the prejudices against him 
winch those in power entertained. In the perpetual 
mutations of this same power, he hoped that it might 
pass to others more favourably disposed. He very 
frequently came to dine and pass the evening with 
myself and my elder brother, never failing to render 
tliese hoius agreeable, by his engaging manners, and 
the charms of his conversation. I went to visit him 
almost every morning. There were several indivi- 
duals who called at stated times; among others, 
Salicetti, with whom he held very animated conver- 
sations, and who often shewed a desire of remaining 
alone nuth him. At one time, this representative 
remitted three thousand franks, 125 sterling,) as 
the price of the general’s carriage, of uhich his neces- 
sities obliged him to dispose. 

I soon sau' that our young friend was engaged, or, 
at least, endeavoiuing to be engaged, in some political 
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We see from this note how&isc is the assertion, so 


her o^va interest The note was not answered; 
Turkey remained srithont succour, and Bonaparte 


I : 

so UDcertmn. Ifaconunissioner-at^irar had engrossed 
this note " Grantee * • . . » j 

the face of Burope. 
been the issue to ‘ ^ ^ ‘ 


changing a single syuanle, the uoies ui iiLju.uav ue 
Bonrricane, respecting this period in the life of my 


faults. 

“ The day . ' ■ • * ■*" — y, 

in May, 17£ • • ' ■ I.' ' 

Boral. lie • . * • • ' 

cotnnule one ' ■ . • • | ■ 

We went to ■ ■ ' • . ■■■.*■. 

M'as performed; but the afterpiece conrul^ed tJie 
bouse. The actor iras often forced to stop till the 
bursts of laughter had subsided. Bonaparte alone— 
a ciraimstance nhich struck me vciy forcibly- 
maintained an icy silence. I remarked nt this period of 
life, that Ills disposition eabibited coldnc«^ and frr> 
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fjUfiitly lis^ ’'TtuIi* «n*. faU<', nnti ollfu I'Xrwl- 

jii"Iy A*.:!!! jllii'^tration uf 1 

a fcvr <!:iyf nfliT our Tnf'ftiJi!:;, hi* hail I’lif of hi** Jit-, of 
fcrorimi- liilajity, ivhlrls inailr im* ill, .nml little ili*- 
pO'icd me to like him. lie reeoiinte4 to »s ivitli tin* 
l.'Ten^e^t ”ajetv, an rnlventnr<' hefore 'rmilon, when’ ho 
commamlrd tlie artillen'. An oflieer ju this M-rviee, 
and Tinder the coneniri: on n onlejs, h.iil rereiverl a 
n<-'5t finm his wife, to ivliom he hml heeu recently 
Tinited, and iThoTn he tenderly hn’eil. A few day.s 
after her arrival, directions Men' ><sned for a fn-sh 
attack tijion the (own, and the olTirer ordered to he 
on duty. Ilis nife tvcnt to (Jeiieni! Bon.ajcirfo, 
entreating: him, with tears, to disju'iise nilh the 
j)re.sonce of her htishand for that tiay only. The 
general was ine.vorahle, as he Jiimself told us, Tvith a 
gaiety •which aimi«(.'d, while it made one shudder. The 
moment of attack arrived; nud (his ofllcer, who had 
nlw.ay.s disjilayed oxtniordinary hmvery, felt a jm'- 
sentmiont of his npprnac.hing end; he’heemne jmle, 
and treinhled. Ilis station w.as hy the penenir.s side; 
and, at the moment of the hottest fire troni (he r.im- 
pnrts, Bonaparte cried out to him, — “ Beware ! a 
shell !” The oflirer, added he, instead of throwing 
himself on the ground, only .stooped, and •u'us cut in 
two ! Bonaparte hrokc into shouts of laughter, m Idle 
ilcscrihing to us what iiart of the body t\-;is earned 
of!'! 

“ At this time, during a stay in Paris of .six week.s, 
wcsan'ldm almost every day. lie often dined with ns; 
and, as there wa.s a scarcity of bread, tu'o ounces being 
the daily allowance in each .section, it ivas the jirac- 
tice to aslc the guests to bring their own bread, .since 
it could not he procured for money. On those. occjv- 
sions, he .and his brotlier Lucien, then his .aid-de-camp,' 
an amiable and engaging- youth, brought their rations, 
bl.ack and full of lir.an. It is with regret I spc.ak it, 
tlie aid-de-cainp alone made use of tld.s; and we pro- 
cured for the general the finest wliite bread, of flour 

*1 
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brought secretly from Sens, wliere my busbaud had 
forms, and baked in a case, at a pastry-cook’s Had 
aic been discorered, there avas quite enough to have 
sent us to the scaffold We very often ivcnt in 
company uith Bouapartc to the opera and Carat’s 
charming concerts, the first brilliant assemblies since 
the death of Hobespierre There M-as alna^s some- 


alone, and looking quite gruff, like one in a pet. We 
had tome to ton n on account of niy first coufinemont, 
and, lushing to eachange our lodging for one laigcr 
and more cheerful, Bonaparte accompanied us in our 
search We engaged a first floor, Jtue ties jilarais, 
Jso 10, in a handsome neii honse lie siislied toliie 
in Pins, and ivcnt to look at a ducibtig oppoMto 


tiieiiai, a caunoai, uiiu 1 suati ut iiit luppasi ui 
mortals’’ Wo departed for Sens, some dais after. 
The house iia^ not rented hj mm, other and more 
important hustness was forthcoming On our return 
in November of the same rear, all uas rhau|ted 
Rlidame de Donmenne Iicre alludes to the 11th 
Vcnderaiairc, foth October, 1705,) uhicli mils fast 
approaching The National Coiiicntion had been 
painfully dclnercd of a nen marvel, — nanuir, the 
Constitution, ns it Mas iiameil, of the year Ifl, the 
era of its birth It mw odopted on the 2Jd August, 
179 j These provident ligisLators did not forget 
their OMU interests They stipulated, that tiro-tlurds 
of their body sliouM compose ft ] roportion of the 
ticM administration Tlio party opposed to the Cou- 
TcntioD, on the contrary, tool ed tonrard, in n total 
rcneival and by general elections, to the mtrodiictiuu 
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of a nmjorify of lltrir otm opinion. Tlii>f opinion u nt, 
tliat pon-.T on"li( not to romnin in tin* liaiuls of nicji, 
l»y n hoin it had ln’f'u «o £:ros^Iy nhii^oil. To ihi*; 
Mnitinii'iit inrlinrd fho "roator part of tin* .•vcrfioii's of 
Thiri<5, pO‘><o.<siii£r tin* n)o^t inllnriiro, iti roNprcf of 
ncalth and inU'lIii;enro, TliO'-r .‘orfioii'; dfi'Inrod, 
that, .nm'ptinij the inov ooin-tilnlion, thry rojoetcd 
tho di'cron of llio nt)lh .•\n*rn‘'t,tonrhin;r tin* ohlii^atorj' 
rc-cloction of tlio l\vo-thin1>;. Tlio t'onvontion llins 
Kur it'olf nii'n:o,7.-d in its most chcr)>'iii-d po-sf‘.»,ion — 
pono'r. Tlio inomhers jo<dj in (‘.i-s tiros for thfir on n 
stMairitv, dcclnrint^ that, if attacked, tln'y n onld rotin? 
to Clialons, on tlo; Marne; and, ns a prcpanitory ^lej*, 
issued orders to the representatives eoniinaiiditi'f the 
anned force, to stand to their defence. 

From the 2jth Scptcmhor,«Hstnrlianco\vas manifest. 
The thunder commenced its dismnf p*onI. TJiis 
a^ntation continued till the hth October, ivhen the 
storm hnrst, I'rom that memorable day, on ivhieh 
(he Sections of Paris aft.ncked the Convention, is to 
ho dated the rise of the inconiprehen.sihle destiny of 
Bonaparte, The events of that day hec.'ime the nn* 
foreseen tsuises of ;rroat changes thron;:hont Knrone, 
The hlood which then flowed, fed the perms of iiis 
younp ambition; and the history of past times aflbrds 
few eni-s, omhracinp events so ivondorfnl, as those 
wliich crowd tlie years between 1705 and J615. The 
recital of that day whieli I now pive, is entirely his 
own, with all his peculiarities of style. The letter, 
written with liisown hand, lie dispatched tome at Sens, 
where I had remained since partinp with him in July. 

, “ On the 13th, at live in the morninp, the rejiresen- 
tativc of the people, Barr,a.s, was nominated comman- 
dcr-in-chicf of the Army of the Interior, and General 
Bonaparte w.as named second in command. The 
field artillery was still in the camp at Sablons, pimrdcd 
hy one hundred and fifty men only; the remainder 
was at INIarly, with tw'O hundred men. Tlie depot-at 
Meiidon was without any guard. They had at Fcuil- 
VOL, I, t c 



34 


MEVOIRS OF 


Ians only some four ponoders, without gunners, and 
not more than eighty thousand cartridges Tlie 
magazines of provisions ttctd in various phees 
throughout Pans In several sections, drums nere 
heating the generale That of the Theatre-Pranfais 
had pushed foruards advanced posts to the Pont 
Neuf, which they had hamcadoed 

“ General Parras ordered the artillery to be moied 
instantly from the camp of Sahlons to the Tuilenes , 
caused gunners to he sought out from the battalions 
of the 89th, and among the gendannene, and stationed 
them at the palace lie sent to Mendon to o hun- 
dred men of the legion of police, w horn ho drew from 
Versailles, fifty horsemen, and two companies of 
veteraus He ordered the transport of the effccta at 
Marly to hleudon , sent for cartndgea, and esfabli«.hcd 
a manufactory of them at Mendoii lie assured the 
subsistence of the army of the Convention for several 
days, independently of the magazines which were m 
the sections 

“ General Vcrdicr, who commanded at the national 
palace, mancDurrcd anth great coolness lie had 
orders not to fire till the la«t cxtrcmitr In the 
meantime, reports were omaing from all quarttm, 
that the sections were a<aerabhug in arms, and form- 
ing their columns He disposed the troops for the 
defence of the Contention, and prepared Iiis artiller} 
to repulse the robeb IIo placed the raimou at 
Pcuillans, so ns to batter tlio Itiie S Ilonore Tw o 
fight poundm w ere planted at each opening, and, m 
case of miscliance, (wo pieces were so Btationef in 
rcsenc, ns to fin. upon (he flank of nit) column that 
might have forced n pas.we lie left in the square 
of the Cnrrouscl throe eight pounder howifrer", to 
plaj upon the houses whence the rebels might fin 
upon tne convention 

“ At four o’clock, in the afternoon, the eolnmns of 
the rebels issued from all (ho streets, in onler to f >nn 
Thw cntical moment would have been seized, I y even 
It 
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the most nn«-nr]ikc troops, to ovenvliclin them. But 
tlic blood ubout to flom was that of Frenchmen. 
It wiis proper to suffer these wretched beings, covered 
nlready nnth the crime of revolt, to snll)* themselves 
still more by that of fmternieide, and with Im^dng to 
answer for llie horrors of the first bloodshed. At three 
qu.irters past four the rebels Iiad formed. Thej* com- 
menced the attack on .nil sides. Eveiywhero they 
•were thromi into confusion. French blood flowed. 
The crime, as the infamy, fell that day .all upon the 
sectiounrics. Among the dead were recognized every- 
where, emigres, laiidholders, and nobles. Among 
those who n'crc made prisoners, it w.as found that 
the great portion were the Chouans of Charette.*^' 
Nevertheless, the sections did not hold themselves 
beaten. Tiicy betook themselves into the church of St 
Roche, the Theatre of the Republic, and the Palace 
of Equality; and, on all luinds, they were lieard in 
their fury exciting tlie inhabitants to aims. To spare 
the blood which would have flou’cd on the morrow, 
it required to allow tliem no time to recover them- 
selves, but to piu-suo them e.agerly, vi ithout, however, 
cng.Tging ourselves in difficult p.asscs. 

“The general gave oi'dcrsto Gencml Montchoisy — 
who M'.as at the Place de la Revolution with a reserve 
— to form column, and talcing two twelve pounders, 
to march by the boulevard, turn the Place Vendome, 
effect a junction ndth the piquet which’was at head- 
quarters, and retiu-n thence in column. General 
Bmne, noth tivo hou’itzers, advanced by the streets 
St Nicaise and St Honore. General Caiiaux sent 
two hundred men, n-ith one four pounder, of his divi- 
sion, by the street St Thomas. General Bonaparte, 
who had had two horses killed under him, hurned to 
Feuillans. These columns moved forwards. St Roche 


. * Marquis dc la Charette, leader of the Vendeans, who were 
termed Chouans. The reader will ascribe any strange phrases 
to the peculiarities of the original. — Translator. 
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and the Theatre of the Eepullic ^rerc forced. 'The 
rebels abandoned them. The rebels then retired to 
the head of the street de la Loi, and barricadoed 
themselves on all sides. Patrols tv ere sent out, and 
dunnw the night, several cannon-shot were tired to 
oppose them. This completely succeeded. 

“ At day break, the general was informed, that the 
stndcQts from the quarter of St Genevieve, with tn o 
cannons, were in march to succonr the rebels, and 
dispatched a detachment of dragoons, who captured 


evacuated the post, and foigot, at the sight of our 
soldiers, the honour ofFreDili chevaliers, njifeh they 
had to support. The section of Emtiis still cansed 


Tlie section nas surrounded; a charge nas made 
upon the Place de Greve, filled ■nith a multitude 
from the lie St LouK the Theatre-Franfni*, and 
the Equality Palace. Everywhere the patriots had 
recovered courage; cverj-wiiere the ponianii of the 
emigres, armed ngain«t uj, Ind di<appparcd; every- 
where the people liad discovered their folly and their 
error. On the morrow, the two sections of Le 
Pelletier and the Tlieatre-rranfais w ere di«armed." 

In this account, one circumstance Is very reniark- 
ahle, — the solicitude shewn by llonaparte to throw 
upon those whom ho calls rebels, (the firctions 
iiiMbitanU of Paris,) the C«t etTusion of Llood. He 
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holds it imporlfliit fo rcjtrrsont his ndvorsnrirs as tho 
One tiling is cortain, lie ever lainonteil 
Ins share in the ovonfs of tliat day. Often has lie 
said lo me, — “ I ivonld give years of my life, to erase 
that page from my historj*.” lie donhled not that 
the Piirisians ivere extremely irrif/ifed against him. 
He would inueh nilher that liarras had not said thosi> 
words, which at the time gtive him so much pleasure, 
— “ It is to his (Bonaparte’s) promjit and shilfnl 
dispositions, that we on e the security of this palace, 
(the Tnilcries,) around which he had disirihnted the 
stations with groat ability.” This nns tpiite true; 
but the whole truth should not .always be told. 

The issue of this miniature civil war, in which the 
artillery of the convention hits b(?eu ridiculously 
e.vaggo’ratcd lo two hundred pieces, placed Bonaparte 
on .aii eminence apart from the croivd. This it u as, 
which elevated him to the command of that anny, 
which ever after he led on lo victory. The lOth 
October, on the motion of Barms,, he u’ns coutirmed 
in his post of general second in command of the anny 
of the interior ; aud established his head quarters at 
the hotel avlicre the archives of the foreign ofiiee an? 
now lodged. Tlic, statement, though considered as 
proceeding from himself, is therefore altogether eiro- 
jieoHs, that he remained u itliout ejnj»lo3’mentat Paris. 
Far otherwise. He was unccasing(v engaged in the 
husinessofthe state, .and in .adv.ancinghis own fortune. 
In close relation avith those in power, he knew how 
to profit Iw all he saw or lieard, and, in liis turn, began 
to be courted. 
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CHAPTER V. 

DAT OF THE SECTIONS — BONAPARTE SECOND IN COSf- 
MAND OF THE ABSIT OF TRC INTERIOR — StARRIAGE 
— JOSEPRINE — ANTCDOTES — CORRESPONDENCE OF 
BIARMONT AND BOURRIE^NE. 

After the 13th Veiidcmiaire, I returned from Sens 
to Paris. Daring the short period of my abode irr 
the capita], I saw Bonaparte ie«s frequently than at 
former sca«on^ I hare no reason to nscrihe this 
restricted intercourse to any other cau<e, eTCq)t the 
eitenrire duties of hJs new appointment. Madame 
de Bourrienne'a note**, honerer, ore continued thusf 
— ** In tho interval, (of our residence in the country,) 
many letters m ero exchanged Ictn een my hu»bnna 
and Bonaparte : those of the latter n ere most pleasing 
and affectionate. On reluming to tonn, nc found 
all seas altered. ITie college friend had become a 
great persoiwgej he commanded Paris, as a recom- 
pense for the day of Vendemiaire. Tlie small house 


graceful De BeiuharnoW, to nliom he had already 
begun to pay attentions. But he seemed to ran* 
very little about his friends j and no longer thtt and 
Mo«-ed them, as in tiroes past. I shall mention one 
only, M. de Bey, son of a Knight of St I.oRi«, whose 
father having perished at the siege of Lyons, Jiad 
thence escaped almost by a miracle, ieing an 
agreeable and amiable young man, and a demoted 
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royalisi, ■svo hocamo intimate. lie, too, n'rnt, to visit 
liis old class-follow of tlip milit.ary college; but, hoincf 
unablfi to briii"- himself to frame bis .speoeb in the 
all-important pluial, Bonaparte turned bis back, and 
took no notice of him tij)on a second visit. He never 
did any tbinjr for this j'ontbfnl associate, e.vcejtt be- 
stowing- on him a miserable appointment, of inspector 
of provisions, wbicb M. de Itey could not accept. 
Tlirec years after, the young man died of consumption, 
regretted bj' many friends.” 

1 now most frer|uenflv met Kapolcon at breakfast 
or dinner. One day be pointed out to my observation 
a lady seated nearly ojiposite to him, asking what 
I thought of her : my answer K(‘emed to give 
great pleasure. Ili.s conversation .'ifler\rards turned 
chiefly tjpon this topic, touching her familv and 
amiable qualities. He gave me to nndorstan(t, that 
his probable marriage with llic young i»-idow, would 
contribute much to liis happiness. I ea'-ily perceived, 
from the tenor of the discourse, that ibis marriag-c 
would cllcctiially second bis ambition. 1 lis constantly 
increasing intimacy with her %vbom be lovtsi, brought 
him also into contact with those most infbienti.'iV at 
that period; tlins facilitating the moans of realizing 
bis pretensions. Ho remained in Paris only twelve 
(Lays after the nuptials, ^vliich took place on the Otb 
M.arch, .179G,^' , 

Such was the union, in which, with the exception 
of some light clouds, I have beheld uninterrupted 
harmony reign. Bonaparte, to my Icnowlcdgc, never 
gave cause of real sorrow to bis wife; and Madiime 
Bonaparte, with many fascinating, posscs.sed .also 
many good qualities. I am pereuaded, that .all who 
enjoyed intercourse with her, have matter only 
of praise, cei*tainly few persons liave had cause of 
complaint. In licr greatness, she never lost a real 
friend; for she forgot no one. She ^Yas somewhat 

■j . * See Appendix, B. , 
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tbougflitless, but an obliging and amiable patrones.'f 
Benevolence n'as mth her a necessity of the heart, 
but she Mas not alnuys discnmmating , hence, her 
favour often extended to those m bo inenfed not such 
protection She indulged to excess her taste for 
refinement and expense This love of Iiixun had 
become a babit, and almost aln aj s unconnected mfh 
real M-ants To how many scenes hive I been intness, 
when the paj-day of her tradcs*peop!e arrived ' She 
never gave in more than half the amount of their 
hills This caused a renen al of remonstrances Hon 
many tears did she shed, nhich she might so easily 
have spared herself* Elevated by fortune to a crown, 
she declared to all nho nould listen, tint this extra- 
ordinary event liad been predicted Certain it is, she 
put faith in the absurdities of fortune-felling Often 
nave I expressed to berselif my aslonisbment at tins 
She MiUingly loincd to the laugh, vet still adhered to 
her belief The event confirmed the prediction,— it 
is the prophecy itself we must doubt 
Bonaparte left Paris 21st March, 179C iMasshl! 
Mith my keepers bladanie dc Boumenne’s notes 
Mill eiphm this btter etpressjon “ Though fre- 
quently TisitingthcgeneralafterllielSth Vendemiaire, 
my husband was arrested as a relumed emigrant, at 
seven o’clock m the rooming, Fcbniarj, 17D0 A 
hand of men, armed Mith muskets, tore him from his 
wife and child, then only sir months old, Innlly 
allowing him to dress IfoUoMcd, the> turned him 
01 er from the guard of one section to that of another, 
— I knoM not M hither at Last Fvery iihrre he was 
treated willi the grratot brutality; finally, throini 


saw him Madame de Boomenae, accoropameil by 
a friend of her husband, waited for the command tnt 
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of Paris: till nntltnirlif. 1I«' <114 not corne liotuo. Slip 
rctunK’<l very rarly nr.vt tnornhttr. On Iraniiii" tlu* 
situation of his frirnd, %vho':r' lifir u ns now in ilanjr<'i% 
lu‘ sliewcd vrn/ little c.'onr<‘m. Howcvcjr, ho <Hil 
deride iijinn Mritin" to tin* jninist<'r of jiistire, 
Mrrin. -Madame do jjonrrictino carried this lelu-r ns 
addressed. She met the <rrt'at man on the stair, coii)<i 
to a meetin;^ of the ])irectorv. lie tv.as in ttraml 
costume, hedizzened with I know not lion' many 
plumes, and wearing n hat n la Henri 1 1'., an original 
ornament, trulv, on one of his hearing. He opened 
the letter; and whether the general ])leased him as 
little as the cause of my husband’s arrest, I know 
not; he returned for answer, that the atliiir did not 
belong to him, hut to the public functionarv. The 
minister got into his carri.age, and the lady aras 
conducted into various oflices in the same, building. 
There her heart teas almost liroken ; for she found 
none hut unfeeling men, u'ho told her the ncensed 
deserved death. On the morrow, he was carried 
before flic judge of the division, that the aceiisalion 
might he ex.amincd. This person had nothing liarsh 
or Icrocions in lii.s manners, like tlie agents of those 
times. He examined the nflair long, more than onco 
shaking his head. The moment of giving an ojiinion 
arrived, and cverj' thing announced that the accusa- 
tion was to be declared competent. Tlie accused scut 
for his wife at seven o’clock. She llcw to him, and 
beheld a sight the most hc.art-rcnding. Her husband 
lay covered with blood; he. had burst a vein, which 
had put a stop to the proceedings. The judge, with 
a melancholy air, -was supporting the invalid’s head 
■with both hands. Slie threw herself at his feet, 
beseeching his cleracncj’’. liis wife and two dauglitcrs, 
attracted by this scene of snlTcring, joined their 
entreaties. He U'as a man of probity, luiraanc, hon- 
ourable, and the kind father of a family : his feelings 
were cvidentlj’^ at variance with liis sense of . duty. 
He set to tiuTiing over all the laws ; at length, after 
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Ion" searcli, lie siifl to me, — ' To-morron*, Sladam, 
IS no court diy Find me, in the meantime, tno 
re«!pectable men, u bo n ill onsii er for i our husband, 
and I TV ill send him home mth jou in the change of 
mv officers ’ We found on the morrOTv, tn o fnend«, 
who became bound for Bourrienne, but still the 
officers vrere retained for six n cehs lonjor, till the 
decree passed, ohli"7n" all those inscribed in the fatal 
list, to yemore thirty miles from Pans One of the 


In the course of these transactions, the police robbed 
me of tlie affectionate letters already mentioned as 

• t 


humble, his deprcssevl povition his limited hbpes, hn 
pretended dislike of public affiiirst m short, his mti- 
macr mth tliose for nhom, marked as cmifnamfs, 
eonfi-ication and death nere planninp IVouhl it 
hare been ivise, in sneh times, to hare uimphined of 
tins theft? To ho silent, and to flee, was the onh 
prudent course One of these letters, I remember, 
written n short timo Wforc that das which opened 
to him so mipht} a -career, proceeded thas —“Look 
out for me some small possession in thj beautiful 
Talley of the 'k onne I irill buy it as soon as I bare 
money I wash to retire thither, hut rec< licet, I will 
have nothin" to do nith national property’ ^ot 
man) days saw the w nter commanihant of Ihins, an 1 
general of the intenor A fen months later, 1 e was 
on las TV ay as commander in-chicf of the an») of 
Italv 1 


• “ IIow I Veil )o« tie rrrnth lal m?” w s« a qnc»unn in i 
10 my heann;* to one of some role *‘ A* 1 1 Ve «n Ai’iitda’. 
— •un«liine sod sliowers I was nerrennite errtvin wl-xn U ws* 
tragedy and when comedy lliey plsyed."— Tnn»!>ilor 
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I slifill say iiotliin": of <l>o Jnilit.nry dotnils of that 
brilliant campaign, In thn courso of n'hirh ho boro 
the stamhu-d of Fi'nnee from (he shores of (he Gnlf of 
Genoa, beyond (ho lihmlian Alps. I limit myself to 
dtin" a fen’ documents, and to the relation of some 
facts^nhich may prove scn-icoahlo to (ho historian. 

Sc.irccly had he ari’ived .at the arm}’, n hon Colli, 
the Austrian "enoi-ahn-rofe to him, re(juirin<;i; thoHI)e- 
ration of one iMoulinj.nn emig-re, who had boon arrested 
though acting in the ropacity of an Austrian envoy, 
and threatening reprisal on the person of a Frencli 
Chef dc J3rifjadc, if the remonstrance was not acceded 
to. The commander-in-chief of the French army 
replied, — “ Sir, an cmiginnt is a parricide, whom no 
character can protect. There w.as a ■want of respect 
towards the French people, in sending IVIoulin ns 
envoy. You hnow the laws of wnrj and I c.annot 
understand the rcpnsal with wliich you threaten my 
chief of brigade, Barthelemy. Ifj contrary to all the 
la'^^'s of war, yoii permit UJi act of such barbarity, every 
one of your prisonei’s in future shall ausu’er for the 
consequences, with the mOst unsparing vengeance. 
As to the rest, I hold the ofiicers of your nation in 
the esteem due to brave soldici's.” 

Tlie executive directory, to n-hom those letters 
were transmitted, approved the arrest, but forbade 
any punishment beyond safe custody, in respect to 
the character of an envoy. On a project of joining 
Kellei’manh as his second in command, Bonaparte ■^^Tote 
to Carnot, 24th IMaj"^, 179G . — “ Whether I cany on 
the war here or elsewhere, is to mo a matter of indif- 
ference. To serve my countrj^, to merit ■u’ith j)osterity 
a page in our history, this is my whole ambition. To 
unite Kcllermann and me iu Italy, is to ruin all. 
General Kellermann has more experience, and will 
better conduct the war than I ; but together, -u'e shall 
mar the affair. ' I cannot willingly serve with one 
u’ho conceives himself the first general in Europe,” ’ 

There has been published a gi-eat number of letters 
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from Bonaparte to his wife. ‘ Of these, I hare neither 
the inclination nor means of contesting’ the authenti-* 
city, I simply give one here, vhich, in my judgment, 
differs not a little from these. We shall fina in it 


the victory of Areola:— 

“ Verona, 29th, mtd-datf. — At length, mine adom- 
hle Josephine, I Watlie again. Death is no longer 
before mine e^cs, and glory •and lionour ore once 
more in my heart. Tlie enemy has been beaten at 
Areola, TcKmorron* wc repair the blunder of Vaiiboia, 
in abandoning Bivoli. In eight days, hfantua m ill be 
ours; nnd soon in thine arms, IshaUbeobIc togito 
theo a thousand proofs of the ardent loro of thy 
husband. The moment I enn, 1 nill hasten to 
• *, ’ • ’ • e • ■» Thave 

• . : • • ♦; ' They 

' ••••.• ■ is n 

little dispersed, ttic moment ati iu\c rejoiueu me, I 
will send them to thee. We have made live thousand 
prisoners, and have slain at Ie.\$t six thousand of the 
enemy. Adieu, mine adorable Josephine. Tliiuh 


uaMireu, lauu niit umuix iuse me, ili 1 su ui tier 
remain thy most athicbed frieni. I>eath alone sliall 
dissolve an union, nliich sympathy, aifection, nnd 
sentiment have formed, cend me news of tliv 
health. A thou.«,and and a tliotuand trnderest adieus.'’ 
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liold it of some moment to prove, (in opposilion to 
cortuin very ungcncrotis assertions already piven to 
lhc puldic,) that in tin's I tlircu' myself neither ns an 
intruder, nor as an obscure intriguer, into the path of 
fortune. The folio-wing correspondence will shew 
with what confidence I was then honoured. The 
same letters, however, written in the spirit of friend- 
shi]), and not for history, tell also of our militarj’- 
achievements; and whatever ree.a 11 s that heroic 
period, can probably not bo read '\\ ithout interest. 

Head Quarters, Mdaji, Btli .Tune, 1790. — My 
dear Bourrienne, I am desired by the commandor-in- 
chief, to express to you all the pleasure he had in 
liearing from j’ou ; and that he is very desirous you 
should joimis. Set out, then, m 3 ' dear B. and come 
quickl 3 '. We shall have onl}' one cause of regret, — 
3 'onr not having shared our success. ■ The campaign just 
finished, will be celebrated in the annals of history'. 
Is it not glorious, in less than two months, and with 
less than tliirty thousand men, in want of cxcry thing, 
to have completely beaten, and in eight separate 
actions, an army of sixty-four to seventy thousand ; 
dictated an humiliating peace to the King of Sar- 
diiiia; and chased the Austrians from Italy?' The 
last victory, of which ■ you are doubtless apprised, 
that of the passage of the blincio, has ended our toils. 
There yet remain the siege of Mantua, and the 
reduction of the citadel of ISlilan; but these obstacles 
cannot detain ns long. Adieu. I repeat, in the name 
of Genera:! Bonaparte, his invitation, and the assu- 
rance of his desire to see ' you; Receive from, &c. 

hlARMONT.” 

I was obliged to remain at Sens, waiting my erasure 
from the list of emigrants, which, however, I did not 
obtain till 1797,' and at ' the repeated instances of 
Bonaparte. My hours, also, were devoted to stud}' • 
and - 1 preferred repose to the agitation of a camp.' 
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This doahle inotiTO prerented nij^ acceptance at the 
time of this friendly ia\itation Six months after, I 
received a second letter from Chief of Enjado Jlar- 
•raont, dated, “ JTearf Quarters, Gomta,22d March, 
1796 — The coinniatider»in-chicf, mydearBoumenne, 
charges me to express his desire, that you should 
speedily come to him, I unite uith the general, m 
“rgin? yon, my dear B to join the army mth- 
out loss of time \ou uiU lucreaso an attached 
family which longs to receive you into its bosom 
I send enclosed the general a order, u Inch n ill 
serve is your passport Tike post and come We 
are on the point of penetrating into Germany The 
language already begins to change, and before four 
days, the Italian will no more be heard Pnnee 
Charles has been soundly beaten n e arc in pursuit 
Should the campaign continue successful hut n Iittlo 
longer, wo shall be in Vienna, to sign a peace so 
necessary to Europe Adieu Count ns something 
the uishes of one who is yours sincerely ntticlied . ' 
Enclosed, was the following order “ Bonaparte, 
commander lonrhief of the army of Italy Citizen 
Boumenno will repair to roy Lead quarters, on 
receipt of the present order Bonaiartf” 

The wTotched shufflings of the govemment respect- 
ing my certificate of residence rendered my stay in 
Franco any thing but agreeable Every day brought 
fresh innuiotudes I was cieo threatened with being 

,1«1 tl n ♦,-•1 «»•» v\v«lanr>r> ft it • 


to depart, and w ithout regret Tlie order of General 
Bonaparte, plaied upon the register! of the munici- 
pality at bens, obtained toy {u.uport, which uonll 
probably ot]ierHi>e liavo lieen rtfusr<l I retain a 
most grateful seaso of Ins conduct on this occasion. 
But whatever haste I made to quit, these formalities 
occupied some d.ays, and, at the moment of cettmg 
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. - Jet ter from Mannont, "onth 

'Ott^ r received modier 1 « ^vve are in the midst 

« More perenpto^ «rdeji,e former, « and of our 
of* our triiunpha, nid •Jinaiini commences in a vay 
"***®®'*...T‘** ItaFy : lliink, tlien, 'ivliat it 

•*^”’.^"^* **^ **^ ^stanfly, my dear J3.,* yield 
-promisee.' to os iitour pains and onr pleasures, 

‘tooarentre|^es; peitake cnioi-mcnts. The courier 
Mid you will add to ourl tiirough Sens, to deliver 
•1 m ray directioiis.to paainsn-er.” Order enclosed,— 
^ 18 , and bade your arrienne has ordci's to leave 
“ Citiaen Pauvelet de Boi^otly, hy post, to the head 
Sens, and to repair insts^ly^ Bonapaiite.” 
quarters of the aimy of Itioio jt puts to shame all the 

This corrMpondence, whjut Imvc appeared against 
nngenerous insinu^ons t by attesting the fnciidship 
the motives of myjoumeyped fo^ ^ 0 , ought to con- 
which Bonaparte entertaijce for these memoii-s, 

cUute yet greater, confidedon the lltli April, and 

I took my departure tates at the very moment 
OTved m the Vene^ 4l,e French hrolcc out; I 
the. insurrection against i Easter Sunday, April IG: 
pjISMd through Verona 0%].^ preaching, that it ivas 
the nunisters of peace Writorions, to mimdcr the 
permitted, and even me!i u’cre designated. Death 
daoohiM; thus'^ Frenclue Jacobins! was the war 
.ip the .French IDrath to laaincd only two hours, not 
^'andwa^word. I Mt foUowed. On Monday, 
donbting*_the xaaatm^e thi butchered in the. hospitals 
foiw hundred Fren^ bells. The fortslicld out 
and streete, to thenngingd, besieged them n-ith tho 
against the Venetiaii^ wh| the same day, the French 
^ost detemmedf(i^._ through M-hich I had 

were asmssinati^ m Vicel^ and in Padua I learned 
passed the eTening Defore^^ j -^ygs 'v^'ell beyond the 
the malsm^ had e^ay, indeed, I was stop- 
gate^ Cmra on. ^ the • Suin^g^ amounting to about 
ped-byu a .body . of insurgi however, only imposed 
two thousand men. TheV Long live St Mark.” I 
the condition of crying, ^ 
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shouted loud enough in aH conscience, nnd passed ! 
"What Mould hare been the consequence had I 
traversed these districts one dav later? But the List 
hour of Venice had struck! While these scenes irere 
enacting, Bonaparte had nritten to the Directory:— 
“ I knoTV hut of one part you can take, to destroy 
this sanguinary and feroaoiis gOTcmraent; to erase 
the Venetian name from the face of the earth.” 
Tiventy days after Venice disappeared from among 
the nations, mthout convulsion, and in silence. Woe 
to those petty states uhich he m the path of colossal 
•mirfarc ! ♦ 


CHAPTER VJ. 

ICODEV — ROUFRIE'fNr JOINS BOVArAJlTE AS PBIVATI 
SECRETARY —t AFFAIRS OP VENICE — ANFCDOTFS 
DECEPTIONS PRACTISED BY THE DIRLCTORY — • 
RETURN TO ITALY — rsriONACE. 

On the 1 9th April, 1796,1 reached the head quarters 
of the army of Italv, at Lcobcii, the morning after 
the preliminaries ot peace had been signed. Hero 
ceases my intercourse with Bonaparte, ns equal with 
equal, companion nith companion, and commence 
those relations nhich respect him as great, pon erful, 
surrounded sntU liomage and uitU glory. I no 
longer accosted him as nout j lappreeiated too justly 
Im personal import.'ince ; bis position had interposed 
too vast a distance in the social sralc fur me to remain 
insensible to the necessity of comporting my bearing 
accordingly. I made wiUi pleasun*, nnd without 
regret, a sacrifice, intrinsically of small moment, of 


• Pee Appeodix, C, 
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familiarity, of thcc-thou-m^f and of other little intima- 
cies. ‘When I lii'st entered the ajiai’tmcnt, Avhere he 
was surrounded by the oflicers of a most brilliant staff, 
he called out, “ So, thou art come at last ?” But -when 
B'e Avcrc alone, he gtive me to understand that my 
i-cserve pleased him. I ivas immediately placed at 
the head of his cabinet.^ 

The same evening I entertained him vith a recital 
of the insurrection in the 'Venetian states, and the 
perils to ■ndiich the French were exposed. , " Sot 
thyself at case,” was his rcpl)'-; "these knaves shall 
pay well for this : their republic h.os been !” That 
republic j'et stood rich and powerful; and the 
u’ords recalled an expression of Nando, a writer of 
the age of Louis XIII. “ Scest thou Constantinople, 
counting on its being the scat of a double empire ; 
and ‘Venice, that boasts the matuiuty of a thousand 
years ? Their hour will come !” 

From the first, I easily perceived that Bonaparte 
was not extremely satisfied with the preliminaries of 
Leohon.-j- It had been his m'sh to march upon 
Vienna. This he did not conceal from me. Previous 
to the proposal of peace with the Ai’chduke Charles, 
he had ■n'ritten to the Directory, stating his design to 
follow up his success ; but that, for this, the co- 
operation of the aimies on the Sambre and Meuse, 
and bn the Rhine, n as necessaxy. The Dii’ector}- 
pronounced a diversion from that quarter impossible, 
and that these armies xvere not in condition to pass 
the rivers in their front. This declai-atibn, so unex- 
pected, and so contrary to all his demands, forced 

* Thou and thee were still used till after his return from 
hlilan. — Author. 

f For the beautiful and romantic situation of Leoben, see 
Mignette. The large square building on the left was Bonaparte’s 
head quarters when Bourrienne joined him. The Translator 
jecommends to tourists the scenery and the delightful simplicity 
of manners and character in Carintliia. Many anecdotes are still 
.presen'ed of Bonaparte at Leoben. 

VOL. I.- D 
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liim to set bounds to hw tnumplis, nnd to renoimee 
the faTOuntc idea of ptantin^ the standards of the 
republic on the nmparts of Vienna, 

The very first paper I signed uas the occasion of 
a little outbreihing A Ian of 28d August, 1794, 
prohibited the bearing of any names sare those in the 
register of baptism I nislied to conform to this 
regulation, sO stupidly opposed to inTcterate habits 
My elder brother n-as still alive , I signed Fauvciet 
junior This mide the general ongr), “ There is 
not even common sense,” Mid he, “ j/j f}«s rhaoge of 
designations, for twenty years I have Known thee 


to' • • 

dispatches of the Directory, that tlie amiies on the 
Gorman frontier, baaing arranged their dispositions 
for crossing the Rhine, had actually commeiii-cd 
hostilities on the am day of signing the preli 
jniuancs at Leoben Tins nens reached his head 
<]tiartors seren days after that assembly had aianied 
him not to rccKnn upon the co*©pentioii of the armies 
of Gcrmaiia . It u impossible to describe the emotion 
of the general on the perusal of these dupatclies 


Impracticable, iioar he learned tint tlieir communi- 
cation aiitli the amia he commanded aias on the 
point of being efitiled So great aias his irntntion 
of mind, tliat, for the moment, he ilcterraincil on 
repassing to-tlie left bank of the Tuglinmcnto, and of 
breaking auth the Austmni on any pretext He 
even persisted, till Berthier and other generals me- 
cessfiilly comhatcil this resolution ” How dilTerent,*' 
exclaimed he, “ had been the | reliminancs , if, indeed. 
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tliey had ever existed !” But liis vexation and regret, I 
uiightalmost say, despair, rose to its hcig;lit, vhen, a feu’" 
days subsequent!}', he received from Moreau a commu- 
nication, dated 23d April, announcing that they liad 
passed the Rhine on the 20th, most successful!}', having 
taken four thousand prisoners, and n'ould lose no time 
in marching to his support. Who can sa}', indeed, 
ndiat might have been the consequences, but for this 
vacillating and suspicious polic}' of the Director}', 
fomented by the basest intrigues, and jealous}' of the 
yomig conqueror’s fame : for, considering the cir- 
cumstances of the case, that the Dii-ectoiy, fearing 
his ambition, sacrificed the renonm of our arms, and 
the honour of om’ country, there cannot be a doubt. 
Had the movement on the Rhine, urgently demanded 
by Bonaparte, taken place a feu' days earliei’, he u'ould 
have been enabled, ivithout risk of defeat, to have 
dictated the conditions of peace, or to have advanced 
upon Vienna. Strongly impressed vith a sense of 
this injustice, he wrote to the Director}', on the 8th 
May. “ Since appi-ised of the passage of the Rhine 
by Hoche and Moreau, how deeply have I regretted 
that the movement had not been effected .fifteen days 
sooner, or at least that Moreau had infomed me 
of his being in a condition to accomplish it.” Infor- 
mation to the contrary had, in fact, been transmitted! 
What becomes,, after this, of the unjust accusation, 
that Bonaparte, through jealousy of Moreau, deprived 
Fi’ance of the adA'antages of a protracted campaign 1 
While traversing the Venetian states, on our return 
to Milan, he discoursed often about the affairs of that 
republic. He constantly asserted, that in their origin 
he had been entirely a stranger to the insmTections 
Avhich had agitated the countiy. Good sense merely 
would have sIibaati, that, since his object was to carry 
the AA'ar to the banks of the Danube, he could have 
no possible interest in seeing his I’ear harassed by 
revolts, and his communications interrupted or cut 
-off. " Such a combination,” to continue in his own 
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y\ ords, “ irould hare been absurd, and could never 
have entered the head of one, to nliom his verj 
enenues cannot denj a peculiar nicety of mvnage- 
raent” He •avon-cd, however, that ho did not non 
regret the turn things had taken, because he had 


V ■ ^ I Cj 

orders to occupy Venice ” It is, then, quite demon- 
strated to mvjudgmcnt.that, in their commencement, 
the •commandcr-in-chief had no hand m these insur- 
rections, nhich finally terminated the ovistence of 
Venice as an independent state ; that, subsequently, 
he hy no means regretted, nnd. Later still, turned them 
to good account. 

The army reache<l Milan on tlie 5th Slay; soon 
after Bonaparte established his hesd jimrfers nthfon* 

• ' • I 

• I ..... 


I • • ■ • 

ot llomo, Maggmre, and tne iiorrumeui isiis, uk 
ifoncral devoted his attention to the orjrinir’ition of 
Venice, Genoa, nnd the tilies of the Milanese. He 
sought for mind, and found it not. “ Gooil God,” 
ovclairocd he, how rarely do w e meet %> ith men ! 
there arc in Italy eighteen millions of Snlnbifants, 
and I litre with difliciilfy dfscorcred tno, Pindolo 
audMehi” Ileluidaj»|»reciatedtbpmjustly. Dnidolo 
IS one of those who, during the moliitionay era, 
had refiected the highest credit on Italy ; Member of 
the Grand Council of the Cistlpiue Ilejnibhc, h!s 
subsequent administration in Dalmatia nas grett, 
equitable, nnd firm The semees of Meliij Duke of 
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truism, forcibly expressed ; and is more especially 
applicable, not to the tipper, but (o the Iiighcst rank 
of socictv. 

At tins period, ivhcn the jtreUmi navies of Leoben 
had siuspended military operations, immediate rejtlies 
to till letters pressed not so urgently. It occurred to 
Gencnil Bonaparte, not, indeed, to act as Cardinal 
Dubois was accustomed, who threw the letters he 
received into the tire, sayin", Now my correspondence 
is closed ; but ho w;is convinced that too much was 
ivTitten, and precious time lost in trilling' and useless 
answerings. He desired me, therefore, to ojien sucli 
dispatches onl)’- as were received by extraordinary 
couriers, and to leave other letters in the basket 
for the space of twenty-one days. I give my -word 
that we found four-fifths of the communications which 
must otherwise have been written, dispatched to our 
hand ; Observe in tvhat manner ; Some tverc , them- 
selves answers, acknowledgments of reception; others 
contained requests already granted, which had not 
reached the parties; many were filled tvith com- 
plaints about provisions, pay, clothing. See, already 
redressed; generals demanded reinforcements, money, 
advances, or made other requests, — to all of ivhich 
the pain of a refusal had thus been spared. When 
the general compared the small number of letters 
requiring answers, with the mass to which time 
had repUed, he laughed heartily at this amusing 
plan. J3ut, in truth, ivas not this mode preferable to 
placing the letters before an ordinary secretary, and 
causing him to fill up the usual printed circular, udth 
the proper date ? 

It was now the month of July, and the negociations 
were still protracted, Tliis embarrassment and delay, 
unceasingly renewed, could be attributed only to the 
astutious policy of* Austria. Other affairs occupied 
Bonaparte. The news from Paris fixed his undivided 
.attention. ■ He contemplated with extreme displeasure, 
and even violent anger, the mode in which the 
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leading agitators of the council's, and pamphlcfs 
witten in a similar spirit, pronounced upon him, lili 
army, his victories, the affairs of Venice, and the 
national glorj'. He regarded ivith 'indignation the 
sujmicions attempted to be thromi upon his conduct,' 
and his ulterior non s. The nature of lesser grieTanrc<!,' 
too, may be gathered from the follou ing extract of a 
|)riTate letter fromM. Sabatier de Castres,and deli^ ered 


of Bonaparte, that he should consider himself amply 
rewarded for the fatigues and expense of ajounicy 
from Leipsic, hy the pleasure of seeing, and doing 


; • • I > 

Minister for Foreign Affairs, for (he last three months 
has retained at )Our head (juarters an indUidiial 
charged to observe all your movement*, find to in*i. 
imate himself into the confidence of your people, 
so as, if possible, to gain acce*s to your owti. He i< 
a man of mueh address, speaks several languages, 
and is not in the service. I am also informed, that 
hy orden of th( • ’ ’ * * i ’ . • , t*'e 

Baron dc Kert . ' ' ' ■ • _ ''le 

*ame part near ' ' ’ • ’ : ' I ! ir 

from one to iv ^ . • ■'''■• ■ . 'le 

has a monthly alloiranec of twenty thousand litres 
C£833, Gs, 8d. steriing) from the foreign oflice, and, 
though married, his wife is now living with one of 
Delacroix’s secretaries,” Ar. ' 

Tlie newspapers and pamphlets vtere rontliiiial 
sources of great nnnovnnre. Bonaparte rniild not 
endure tint any should pretend to divine ]iU plati". 
Stnick with nstoiilshment on seeing hi-i campaign* 
depreciated, liis ovtn, and the glorv of his companions 
ill arms tarnished, intrigues formed against him by the 
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cabal of Clicliy, be addressed to the Directory the 
folloB'ing note, non' printed from the autogi'aph : — 
“To the President of the Executive Dii-ectorjL 
I have this instant received, citizen-directoi-s, the 
motion of. order of Dumolard, (23d June, 1797,) it 
contains the following, clause: — ‘That several of the 
assembly of the ancients having since raised doubts on 
the causes and aggravation of these criminal viola- 
tions of the rights of nations, (in reference to Venice,) 
no impartial man ^vill make it a subject of re 2 )roach 
to the legislative body, that its members gave cre- 
dence to declarations so precise, so solemn, and sup- 
ported so warmly, by the executive power.’ This 
motion has been printed by order of the assembly; 
it is then apparent that this clause is against me. I 
had a light, after, having concluded five treaties of 
peace, and given the final blow to the coalition, if not 
to civic triumphs, at. least to live in tranquillity, and 
iinder the protection of the first magistrates of the 
rejiublic. . ^ow, I behold myself injured, persecuted, 
traduced by every shameful means which political craft 
lendsto persecution. I mighthave remained indifferent 
to ,aU, except that species of opprobrium with which 
the first magistrates of the rej)ublic seek to cover 
me. ^ter .having merited by my late conduct to 
deserve well of my country, had I reason to find myself 
accused in a manner as absurd as it is atrocious ? Had 
Treason to. expect, that a manifesto, signed by emi- 
grants and pensioners of England, would acquire, with 
the Council of Five Hundred, gi’eater faith than the 
testimony of 80,000 warriors — than my omi word ? 
What! have we been assassinated by traitors ?. have 
more than four hundi^ed individuals perished ? and do 
the fii’st magistrates of the. republic impute it as a 
orime to have thought of this for one moment ? More 
than four hundred Frenchmen were murdei'ed before 
the eyes of a governor of a citadel; they fell pierced 
by.innumerable. blou's of such daggers as the one I 
.now send for yoiur inspection; and the repi’esenta- 
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tivcs of tlie French people c'ixl'sc it to bo put on 
record, thit if they have delibented on these things 
for an instint, they n ere excusable ' I am n ell amre 
there exist societies, m which it is said, ‘ this 
blood, then, sopnrel* Had men, infimous, or dead 
to the sentiment of eonntry and of national glory, 
spoken thus, my complaints should not have been 
heard, such would have been beneath my notice 
but I have cansc to complain of tliat debasement into 


the demand before presented to you, of my di<nii<saL 
I require a life of tranquillity, if^ indeed, tlie diu^crs 
of Chchy mil permit me to Iito You hai e charged 
mo with negoeiations , for these I am little qualified ’* 

About the same time he drew up a note upon the 
affairs of Venice, 
manifesto scut to 
or cau«es of com • 

for the Froneh miiitHur (o quit vtiuic unu im. l.ioii 
of St Mark to be thrown down in nil the cities of 
the continental tomtones These doenments ho 
caused to be printed w ithout name, and to be rirriilated 
throughout the whole army From the spirit of these 
notes, it was not dillictiU to perrcire, that the rom- 
mandeMn-chief had taken the resolution of deriding 
as conqueror, and of marching to Fans TIih dis- 
poHition, well known to the army, was not long m 
being roinujiinjcaf rd to flic court of ^ jeuiia Jn fact, 
an intercepted letter of the 1 mperor Iranris to his 


be resolred,” wTites ibe Fmpenir, “ are, w hetlier the 
Directory and the French nation wish what Ilona* 
parte does , and if thegenernJ, a* appeam from certain 
proclamations di^tribotnl among ms army, be not 
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already disposed to rise against his country. If so,, 
then he may create anerv innumerable obstacles. Thus, 
I can advise thee in nothing- at present; for, as to 
myself, time, and the circumstances of the moment, 
only can detennine me horv to act,” &c. ^ — 20th July. 

In the mean time, Bonapai-te,- alwaj’^s deepty moved 
by the manner in which the reputation of the army 
of Italy, and Iiis oum conduct in that campaign, "were 
attacked by the press of Paris, dictated to me various 
tr-acts, circrrlated rvithorrt name, in answer to these 
strictm’es, and in defence of Irimself and army. Oire 
of these notes I insert, the more readily, that it will 
afford pleasure both to the soldiers who survive these 
glorious campaigns, and to those rvho love to contrast 
Bonaparte in 1797 with Napoleon in 1817. 

" It is pretended, then, that the Italian ar-rny has 
not done enough ; it orrght to have passed beyond the 
carpet-field of Italy. S’blood ! it would .appear the 
gentry who speak thus, mrrst consult maps on a very 
small scale ! We ought to have left behind us Milan 
besieged, Mantua blockaded ; left in the rear the 
King of Naples, the Pope, that immense country 
which we had just conquered, and to have advanced 
with a stride like a pair of compasses, into Germany ! 
Bonaparte has been blamed for concentr-atiirg his 
whole amry, in order to invest Mantua, This is an 
error -in fact. Not a man more was employed at 
Mantua than strfliced for the blockade. The siege 
was carried on with the artillery taken in the towns 
of the Modenese, ai’ound Mantua. The army of obser- 
vation took up the best position for covering the 
investment. Some strong coltrmns were detached 
to Bologna, Ferr-ara, Leghorn; these over’awed, and 
caused the respective power's to make peace, and 
chased the English from Leghorn, and, consequently, 
from the Mediten-anearr. . Retrrrning with that 
promptitude which characterized the army of Italy, 
these colmnns presented themselves on the Adige, in 
time to i-eceive Wrtrmser and his grand army. ^Vliat 
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could be desired more? ^ylU it still be nnintamed, 
that w e ou^ht to hare entered Germany ’ in other 
■nords, to haie abandoned Itilr, and to hare exposed 
that beautiful country to an nisurrectjon , to a suc- 
cessful sortie from ilintua; and to the enemj’s 
armies in Fnuli But might not a dtrcrsion, it is 
ashed, have been made tlirougli tho Tyrol, though 
only to Tctuvn? Indeed* The Tyrol, nhich, on 
the querist s map, is, probably, some three or four 
inches, 18 an extremely mountainous countn , inhabited 
by a warlike people, and nith forty leagues of 
impracticable defiles, traversed by the chain of Alps, 
avhich truly separates Italy from Germinj Jloreau, 
too, nas still on the Unrne. and JourJan on the 
Seig But I am a child, in thus seeking to convince 
or to understand you M Dunaii,” (the assumed 
name* of his principal adversary in this paper Mar,) 
“ jou do not understand joiirsclf )oii speak of 
matters beyond your comprehension This is not 
Riirjinsing The pedant— I hare forgotten MMshat 
tnivn— conceived ho could read a lecture on Mar fu 
Alevander, and you think that if Ciesar, Tiirenne, 
Monttcuculli, the great Freslene, Mere alive, they 
Mould become your scholars! Tlie perfiction, or 
sjsfem, of modorii Mirfirc consists, accordinp to you, 
In throwing one corps of tho army to the right, and 
the other to the left, leaving the enem\ in the centre, 
and, at the elrac time, placing one’s self behind a line of 
fortified places AVerc these principles taught to our 
youth, they Mould throu military smiice back fonr 
centimes, and each time thev Mere put in practice 
agiinst an artivo ndverviiy, with the least knowledge 
of the manoeuvres of avar, be ai ould bi at y on one of 
tbo corps, and cut off the other’s retmt But, (o 
return . In its campaigns, the army of Italy has over- 
throim the army of Siardinia, though formM of 
aeterans in four year* of combats, the army of 

• The ml Btme of pmoajjv »ppe*r» to Ijv* 1"* 
Davwne I'mk — JfVMi 


KAPOI.EOX nOKAPAIlTE. 


59 


BcauHon, so strong. Hint tlic court of Vienna had no 
doubt of its rc-capUiring the province of Kice; — tlie 
army of Wurnisor, whose marcli from the llliinc irith 
twenty thousand of the elite of the Austrian forces 
alone pemitted I^Ioroau and Hochc to pass that river. 
WuiTiiser, indeed, reached no reinforcements in Italy, 
for, by a march as bold as skilful, which of itself 
n ould render the brave warriors of the Italian .'wniy 
immortal, he found himself closely blockaded in 
Mantua. Alvinxi, reinforced by all the divisions of 
Poland, Silesia, Hungarv, as also hy a detachment 
from the Phinc, presented himself anew. After several 
days of manoeuvriiig, he, too, fell at Areola, The 
retreat of our army on the Phinc allowed the cnomv 
to send fresh reinforcements hy ivay of the Tyrol. 
Hxvngary and Vienna, stiiTcd up by the nobles, the 
priests, and their partisans, voluntarily sent their 
recruits, doubling the forces of our enemies. Yet the 
fields of battle at Pivoli and La Favoritii, and, some 
days after, the capture of Mantua, of Bergamo, and of 
Trei'iso, sensed only to augment the laurels of the 
brave soldiers of the army of Italy. 

But, '(vhen this army had entered Germanj^ it is 
said, aU would hare been lost; that Bonaparte himself 
U'ould have been marched to increase the ])i’isoners at 
Olmiitz, had he not, by good hick, concluded a treaty 
of peace ! Bonaparte penetrated into. Germany by 
three routes at once ; by the Tyrol, Carintbia, and 
Camiola. In thus dividing his forces, lie had no 
ajppi-ehension of hecoming too feeble on the whole, 
because such was also.tlie jiosition of the enemy. 
He was, besides, under the necessity of making his 
attack in this manner, in order to secure a retreat, 
and to cover, ivith certainty, his magazines and 
reserves. But, when the enemy, every where in 
flight, had given up to him his magazines, twenty-four 
thousand prisoners, and sixty pieces of cannon ; when 
he had obtained possession of Trieste, Gorizia, Clagen- 
furth, Brixen, he perceived he might, in turn, ho 
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ittacked, thit the enemj, rJIjnn" beyond their 
mountain«, mijlit concert tncir moTeinents, fill upon, 
and beat m detail, bis several divisions Upon this 
he concentrated Ins three divisions in Carintliia, 
fortified Clagenfurth, (the capital,) and there sta- 
tioned bi» depots Thus, instead of three coramimi 
cations, and in place of the army of Italy bcin» 
obliged to occnpv a line of eighty leagues, it nais 
collected on a single point, ai hence it menaced at 
once Vienna, Hungary, and Bavaria. On the other 
hand. General Kerpen was nt Inspnick, Quas- 
danowich was watching Carniola, ana the amn of 
Prince Charles aias thus scattered over a line from 
Salrburg to Vienna, and farther ai eakened bj the tw o 
former detachments In these ciroimstanics, the 
Austrians songlit an armistice It was granted Some 
days after, the prcliminanes of peace were signed 
Those sased ^^enna, and, perhaps, the csistenee of 
the house of Austria. It just be ml led, that 
Pnnee Charles has coashaiitl) nllen into nil the snares 
iw constantly laid for him bi Bonaparte Tlie art of 
WOT consists III liaving, avith an infinor nnny, n force 
alwavs greater than the enemy’s on the point to be 
nttackca, or on the point avhirli is nttacked But 
this art is learned, neiiberfrom books nor b} practice 
It IS a tict of conduct which properly roostitiitps 
genius in aiair” 

Another avocation, which octupird his mmd 
during tins lengthened diploniarr, had been derolrrd 
upon him In the Dirrctoiy, lunuh, obtaining the 
liberation < f l.a Fajetto and hw companions, de- 
tained at OlmUtz, ns prisoners of state, since 17D2. 
This commission the commander in-cl KfAiIliIIeil with 
enuat pleasure and arnt{ but he oflm enconuterel 
diffiniUies, seemingly insiirmoimtable It has been 
published very ernmeouslv, that these gentlemen 
were set nt liberty m conseejurnre of an artlrle In 
the preliminaries at Leoben J wrote a great deal In 
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this affaii’ to the dictation of Bonaparte, and my 
aiTival at head quarters took place on the morrorr 
after these preliminaries had been signed. It n^as not 
before the end of May, 1797, that the demand of their 
liberation was even made j and it formed no part of 
the treaty. They were ill treated as prisoners ; they 
accepted liberty nobly, and ndthout compromise, 
maintaining to the end those sentiments of indepen- 
dence and of dignity, which a long and rigid captivity 
had been unable to subdue.* 

Wliile Bonaparte was thus variously engaged at a 
distance, efforts were.making at home to dejirive him 
of the honour of conceiving those campaigns, w^hose 
splendour could not be concealed. It was an opinion 
generally aebnitted, that Carnot, from his office in the 
Luxembourg, di-ew up, or dictated for him, the plans 
■of these campaigns ; that Berthier v'as his right hand, 
whom he was fortunate above measure in having" 
near his person j without whomhewouldhave felt much 
embarrassed, even with the plans of Camot, which 
were often quite romances. This two-fold absurdity 
has survived for a moment even against the evidence 
of facts. Many persons still entertain this belief, 
which, in foreign countries especially, finds numerous 
■partisans. Everywhere have I been assailed with 
questions on the subject. Now, not one n ord of all 
this is true. We must render tmto Ciesar what is 
Cresar’s. Bonaparte was an inventor, not an imitator, 
in the art of war. That no man has here surpassed 
him, is indisputable. At the commencement of this 
fine campaign, the Directory, as a matter of coxu’se, 
sent liim certain instructions, but he imnriably fol- 
loxred his omi plans, constantly asserting in his 
dispatches, that all xvould be lost if movements planned 
at a distance from the scene of action, were to be 
implicitly or blindly followed: then he offered his 
resignation. The Directory gave in, by aclaiowledging 


*■ See Appendix, D. 
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tUc difficulty of detennining military operations at 
Paris; all things were arranged on this confes^ioiu 
On my entering Ins serrice, I san a dispatch from the 
Directory, dated in May, 1790, authorizing him to 
conduct the rest of the It^ian campaign according to 
hia onn views and estimates. And, most certainly, 
there nas not a movement, not a single operation, 
vhich did not emanate from himself. Caniot had 
heen obliged to jicld to hb ilrmnoss. Wien (he 
Directory desired to treat ofjieace, to« ards the close of 


case, the Emperor of Austria notild hare stipiilitod 
that the plaec and garri'^on should be pro>l<Ioncd day 
by day. Bon-iparte, cominceJ that an armbthe 
fci/AoHt nonid ncrer he a step ton ards pence, 

> ehemently opposed this condition, to n Iiith, indeeil, 
he refuseil all assent. He carried his the 

plico capituLstedj the conseqiienres are known; the 
splendid campiigii finished hy an adiatifageous peace. 
Act ertheless, lie lusd looked forn aril to llie chances 
of war, and mjw preparing, during (he bloeLule, to 
gain possession by sfom; mid wrote the Direitory 
to that effect, rcm.arkiiig, " A stroke of this inture 
depends absolutely upon luck— upon a dog barking, 
or a goO'C cackling.” 

General Chirke had also again been appointed second 
plenipotentiary in the negociitioiis now carrying 
on. Doiiap-irte more* tlini once told me, as a fjct 


' ■ add, that 

• • ill daily 

I ipiestion 

to me; and I iieier heanl a single eTprrsston « blrh 
could ha\e induced the belief of hi* being a »py : 
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if one, lie played liis part skilfully. Even in his 
intercepted correspondence, nothing appeared to 
confirm these suspicions. Bonaparte, hon^ever, could 
not endui’e him; and, by his infincnce, rendei'ed 
ineffective the diplomatic mission of Clarke, ivho 
■was recalled. Bnt, I must saj'^, though estimating his 
talents as not above par, he cherished no resentment 
in consequence of the conduct suspected to have 
been pursued in Italy ; “ having alone,” said he, “ the 
right to be offended, j pardon it.” He bad even the 
generosity to demand, in Clarke’s favom*, a diplomatic 
mission of the second class. Such traits n'ere not 
uncommon with him. ' 

Bonaparte, excessively ’alive to whatever reached 
him of the reports concerning Carnot and Berthier, 
said to me one day, “ This is so gross 'an absurdity ! 
It is very easy to say to a general, Depart for Italy, 
gain battles, and advance tiU you sign peace in Vienna. 
But the execution — there’s the rub ; that is not quite 
so easy a matter. I never set the least account upon 
the plans received from the Directory. There are 
upon the spot too many circumstances to modily such 
instructions. The movement of a single corps of the 
enemy’s army uill completely overturn an entire plan 
arranged thus by the chimney-corner. None but old 
women would put faith in such gossij). As to Berthier, 
since you have been with me, jmu see what he is : he 
is a blocldiead. \Vliat ! So he has done all ! It is 
he who appro2)riates a gi-eat part of the glory of the 
army of Italy !” In reply, I endeavoured- to shew 
such ideas must in the end yield to the truth ; that 
each would then enjoy his own ; or at least, that 
posterity would do justice. Tliis pleased him. 

For my omi part, I loved Berthier. I found him 
an excellent person throughout om' very intimate and 
long intercourse ; tfur numerous avocations in common 
had occasioned his contracting a custom of thou and 
thee-ing me, in conversation, but never in writing : in 
return, luscd to banter him, but very imsuccessfuUy, on 
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his murdcnnj the ow ela, n Inbit hicli, in srpiki n<», 
pii e a coarseness to h's enunciation lie abounded 
in courage, honour, andprobitj*, nith CTent rrgulant^ 
in business. Berthier, iiowcTcr, coiud neither con* 
descend n ith affabihtj', nor refuse mlhout harshness. 


nas alirars ready, daj and night He dictated nath 
precision and clearness the orders derived from the 
general’s instructions, and nas, besides, sincerely de- 
voted to his leader In fine, it must be aliened, that 
he formed an c\cellent eJnef of staff Here let his 
admirers stop He himself ansJied no higher praise 
To Berthier, Bonaparte «-as more attached by habit 


“ nen tigiircs' Jterlliier loved Him, cvpeiiitefl Jiu 


but the aiorh ains not piweeding to his satisfirtinn 
Sleeting one <Li) the geogniphrr, Barler d All cs, 
aihom he esteemed, “ \\ ell,” said he, “ lion get anu 
on ? mahe hxste now , rerolleci all these are but Aflain* 
of the moment; if jou lose more time aon will I'ell 
nothing, all nail be fluichU furgottiii” Asiflieliad 
intended to pmlirt tint, jhi'-sJ le, he Inn «elf nouM 
efface (be meniora of the | ast, by j ct more I nlltant 
cijdoits. 

J)unng the same summer, the roiing Beauliamois 
amicd at Milan from Pans, aihere he had remamM 
after tlie griierils and |us mother’s departure 
He was then in his serenteenfii rear, and inime, 
diafelr entered the sernre ea aide-ilfM-tnp to l!>e 
eominaiider in-chicf, who entertained for I ima terder 
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affection, justified fiy liis own good-qualities. , Eugene 
had an excellent heart, a fine courage, strict honour, 
great generositj’^ and frankness, with an obliging and 
amiable temper. It is Avell knomi his subsequent 
life did not belie these happy dispositions of youth : 
already he displayed the com’age of a warrior ; at a 
later period he exhibited the talents of a statesman. 
For my omi part, after four 3’^cars of daily and in- 
timate intercourse in Ital}'- and Eg3q)t, I can recal 
nothing to induce me to erase a single word of this 
praise. 

Among other officers ndio, profiting by the preli- 
minaries of Leoben,. came to Ital3% n'as General 
Dessaix, to' visit the commander-in-chief, and the 
fields of battle rendered illustrious b3’- the victories of 
such an array and such a leader.- Here commenced 
that fx'iendship, terminated only by the premature 
death of Dessaix, which, withoxit doubt, ivould 
have exercised no small influence on the future 
political and military career of Bonaparte. Dessaix’s 
information on the real state of the armies of the 
Rhine, was far from re-assuring the latter with respect 
to his own position in Italy, and inspired liim with 
little confidence in their support in the event of 
hostilities recommencing be3’-ond the Alps. 

These, and other considerations, conspired to ren- 
der the gener-al desirous of terminating the protracted 
negociations -until Austria j — not that he wished peace, 
wliich he always looked forward to signing at Vienna. 
In the Directory, again, the minority luged a final 
aiTangcment on the basis of the preliminjliies ; the 
majority declai'cd for conditions more honom;able and 
advantageous. Neither, was Austria in earnest, nor 
in haste. She reckoned on troubles in France, whose 
political state announced an approaching explosion. 
Each, in truth, -u-as attempting to,, overreach the 
other; each protested a desire of peace, and botli 
remained resting on their arms. In the meauTvhile, 
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the germs of new reTolotions trcre rapidlj maturing 
la France. 


CHAPTER VII. 

ST^TE OF PARTIES Ih FRANCE — VIEWS OP BOVAPARTI 
— ANECDOTES — DIRECTORY — CORRESPONDENCF 
— AUOEREAU — BERNADOTTC-— TALLEYRAND, AC. 


Bonaparte hadlong foreseen theiinpcndlngstnijrgle 
between the supporters of mouarchy and the repiiln 
licans. It was now on the eve of decision, Tlie 
partisans of royalty were reported to aboiintl in nil 
ijuarters. Every officer returning from Pnrii* to the 
army, deprecated vehemently the spirit of peartion 


Joritv 

duHke 


and tl 

selfdo’ . ■ 

oicrw helmed him with abuse; they Tilified bis own, 
and the reputation of bis array; and rrnsijrrd ivllh 
iLS])erity the plan of bis ranipaigus and rondnet in 
Italy, especially srilh respect to Venice, I lls Bcrrlrrs 
tlius obtained Uir recom|>enee, Iiatrrd and ingratitude. 
Comparisons w itli other renerals sv ere instituted, aud 
be was considered merely as a tiery and impetuous 
leader. lie bad Jioeome absolutely hre<! of the epithet 
ieanicd, as repented toKiti«ty»in speaking of Moreau's 
tactics. 

But a circuroatance irkich gave him still more 
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lively aOliction, was to see Frenclnnen, members of 
the national councils, yet enemies and slanderers of 
the national glorv. lie represented to tin; Directory 
the necessity of ari'csting the cmigrjinls, of dcstiwinj,^ 
foreign innnence, of putting down the journals named 
as sold to England and Austria, and which, in advo- 
cating their principles, he accused of being more 
sanguinary than had ever been i\Iarat, He urged 
the recal of the armies, and shutting the cinb, society, 
or cahal of Clichy. This meeting was held in the 
street of the same name, all the members being secret 
or declared- enemies of i-evolutionary princijiles. The 
cause of the llevolntion, embraced at this cj)och by 
Bonaparte, was also supported by the victorious army 
of Italy, which he took care to represent as indignant 
at the occurrences passing in France, persuaded even 
his soldiers to think.that they were so, and to declare 
themselves exclusively animated with a desire of 
marching to the succour of liberty, and of the con- 
stitution of the year HI. 

• His resolution to pass the Alps -with twenty-five 
thousand men, and advance by u'ay of Lyons upon 
Paris, was well knonai in the capital, and aU Avere 
occupied in discussing the consequences of this pas- 
sage of a new Rubicon. Carnot, aa-Iio has always 
appeared to me sincere in his intentions, but Avhoni, 
because iri the minority of the Directory, Bonaparte 
de'ceh-ed, wrote to the latter, August, 17, 1797. — 
“ Here the good people fabricate a thoiisand projects 
for you, each more absurd than the other. They 
cannot believe, that one capable of so great things, 
Avill condescend to Ua'c as a priA'ate citizen.” This 
has reference to the general’s reiterated application 
for leave to retire from affairsi founded on the state 
of ■ his health. Bonaparte despised the Directory, 
accusing the members of imbecility, of n'avering and 
pusillanimous conduct, of numberless faults, of embez- 
zling the resources of the state, and of persisting in a 
system vicious in itself, ' and debasing to the national 
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^loiy He kncn thit llie ro^~iIist partj dcininJcd 


mere act of scjnire, had certiinly hccH on cisy 
aciiic\ emcnt m lus amimstonccs. He rested content 
for the present, to support that pirty which UM 
hacked hy the opinion of the moment, and hy the 
sentiment he had himself in«pired into the troop’s. 
I ha^e mentioned hw determination to mareh to 
Pans, should things appear to lake n turn tmfaronr- 


uiLiu to Kill iiiiiiKii tiuntii 
Bonanartc had hehel I wtitc, 'i itli the approach of 
peace, the term of his nuhtara ofhierement* Itepose 
11 as to him n p«ni«hraent lie e«».aved to hai c a luind 
Jti ciTil aCTuirs, persuaded, and uitli reason, that if 
(Iccted one of the fire Director*, he iioiihl ere lonjr 
he sole head of the llcpiihlic. Tlit turce?* of this 
nlteropt noiild hare prerenltd the expedition to 
r and 11 ouhl hare ulaceil much sooner the impe- 
mf croim ii|ion Iu<i head Iiitn;?ues u ere rimi d on 
nt Paris in his name, in t nlcr to ol tain diapenvifinn 
of the lin re^rdiiijj o„e He hoped, in spile of hus 
tirenty»eiihl jenm, lorCTlaceoneof the two directors 
about to he unseated, llts tnithers and their fnends 
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suffer a mucli more ^'ievoiis outrage’ some months 
later,' that the proposition u-as not even ventured 
officially. Besides, the Directory did not ahvays con- 
ceal the jealousy inspired by Bonaparte ; its members 
were far from desiring him ' as a colleague. - They 
dissembled, nevertheless, as did also Bonaparte : the 
parties lavished reciprocal assurances of friendship ; 
each hated the other most cordially. The Directory 
always affected to claim the support of the general ; the 
general to concede the request. Each jilayed a game ; 
but Bonaparte’s after-conduct cleai-ly proves, that 
the maintenance of the constitution of the year III., 
and of public liberty, was but a pretext ; he be'eame 
their defender for the season, because, had the opposite 
party tiiumphed, he could not have hoped to preserve 
liis ascendency, and the power over tlie Directory 
wliich he then held. I always observed him decided 
upon marching to Paris when the ClicMan, or royal- 
ist party prevailed. Tills latter; which now began to 
"row formidable, he would doubtless have listened to, 
had a prospect of power been thus offered. The 
former fact sufficiently' ajipears from the following 
confidential letter. It had not the usual form of 
ordinary letters, which alw'ays bore “ Executive 
Directory.” 

“ Q>tli Messidor, Year V. QHth JunCy 1797.)-^ 
Citizen-general, we have remarked with extreme satis- 
faction the evidences of attachment which you cease 
not to give to the cause of liberty and the constitution 
of the year III. You may rely upon the most perfect 
reciprocity on oiu’ part. We accept with pleasure all 
the offers wdiich you make to us of coming to the 
support of the Republic. These are fresh proofs of 
your sincere respect for the commonw^ealth. You 
cannot doubt that ive ■will employ the means thus 
placed in our hand, for the tranquillity, happiness, and 
glory of the state.” 

Tliis letter was signed by Barras, RewbeU, and’La 
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aiflcMle-cirnp La Valletto, i>ho and tnerited 

Im nnrc«er^ed confidence La Vallittc united to an 
excellent education, poliditj of acquirement, an ami- 
aWedispoMtionjiplnnt temper, and moderate opinion^ 
His devotion, too, u as alisofiite He received instnic- 
tioiis, and n particular ciplicr for Ins rorrespondenee 
avifh the pcnenl-in-chlcf A fen dajs after Aiiperean 
set out, on 27tli of July. Bonaparte on this orcasion 
UTofe ojpeialhi to the Directory, that “ (his officer 
had demanded leave of ahsenee to po to Pans on lii« 
oun pniate affain *’ Bearer of the nddrr««es of the 
Italian army, and named, on the 0th Aiijni't, com- 
mandor of the seventtenth milifnn division, “ he 
rame to cut the throats of the roralisf*” Tins ue 
shall see presently These uere nl«o Iiis mvn iaiint«. 
Such Mere lus private afTiirsI let us drcLoro the 
tnith: Aiiycroau uas sent expre«0r for the purpose 
of seconding the retohitloii preparinff npnitist the 
royal party, and the minority of the Dircctnrr. So 
decidedly/ too, had Bonaparte tahen his resolution, 
that, ten days ' ^ \ 

in the part to • . 

ili«pafehed to"' « ' 

order for him ■ • , ’ ’ i ‘ ■ ■ ■ • ■ , 

and, to ensure jrreafer s« crecr, the priinie onler bore, 

“ You 11 ill recollect, roj oim apartment helnn Is tiii- 
orcupied, and at roiirservice ” Anj* mu v ns selected 
for tills service, lieriu«e Bonaparte kneivllip rttram- 
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he had sent the addresses of the army of Italy by 
Augereaii, because, he. had slieu'n himself a warm 
partizan of the ideas of the times. The motive just 
explained was the true one. But he has deviated stiU 
farther from truth when he says, in the same recital, 
“ If there could he. a doubt,” speaking of this same 
18 th Fructidor, “ that the bdumph of the majority of 
the Directors was his (Napoleon’s) desire and hope, 
we should be led to that belief by tne following facts ; 
namely, that in the verj’^ moment of the crisis between 
the two factions, a secret resolution of three members 
of the' Directory, and who composed its party, 
demanded of him three millions of francs, to enable 
them to sustain the attack of the councils. This sum 
Napoleon, under vaidous pretences, did not forward, 
although he could easily have done so.” There was 
no mention, as we have just seen, of three millions in 
the confidential letter of the three Directors ,* they made 
no demand j they only replied to his previous assu- 
rances of support. Now, it was he who made, offer 
of the money, n^hich afterwai’ds, when accepted, was 
not forthcoming ; . it U'as he who sent off Augei’eau ; 
it was he who contrived the success of the Directoral 
majority. His memory must have served him very 
imperfectly at St Helena; or, in thus disfiguring.the 
truth, Napoleon could have no other, intention than 
to proclaim his attachment to those principles Avhich 
he. adopted, and finally maintained from 1800 , the 
period of the consulate, . but against which he had 
combated with equal energy, until that era. 

' Not satisfied with two. agents, Bonaparte sent 
Bernadette to Paris, for a similar, purpose, somewhat 
later. \ The pretext assiuned this time, was to present 
to, the Directory, foiir standards taken at; the battle 
of, BiAmli, which, through mistalce, ,had been left, at 
Peschiera. Bemadotte played no conspicuous part 
in this affair. = He has always been prudent. ■. 

„, By these means Bonaparte was put in possession 
of .every event, even before it had occurred at Paris. 
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A constant corrc^oudence Mas kept tip tliroufjli 
La Valetto, Aufrereau, Bam*, C^ot, Bernadotte, and 
Talleyrand, nhich I Ime preferred, and mUcH mil 
Le fonnd to difTer in screi^ rp«pccts from the recital 
of the same tran«aclion made l>y Napoleon in St 
Helena to his iiohlc companioiis in raistortune. One 
of LiValotte’s early letters shews the state of parties. 
“ Tlio_ minority of the Directory always hope the 
possibility of an accommodation w ith the Chambers. 
The majority will perish rather tlnn yield more; 


resolution mms formoil, but the excenfton delayed, 
nceordin;^ to the aidoile-canip’s statement, " beraiise 
of dbogreement respecting the proper means of carry* 
in" into eflVcl an am*st of the ol>no\ious membem of 
rouncH; and the apprehension of resnlts where the 
lirst suceess tra-s not doiilitful.’* A few’ ila''s after, 
An^creau writes thus ** Tlie def crminntlon ol the I)h 
rectory is the wme t<Mliy, tliat is to ny, the projrrt 
»lwa)*s ndranees, and its exemfion SI ill prenerre the 
repnldie, iiotw illisfandin" the apathy of the indolent, 
and the opposition of the detinyo’-nies. Send me 
then the money.” Tour diss before the tin.!! roit« 
Mimmalion, Iji Valettereportu, *• At length ihentore- 
ment, so often nnnoiiiirM, is al>ont to take plarr. 
Tl»e Direrforv will rao«e to be arrested to-morTOW* 
iiiijhf, or the follow In" one, fiftern or twenty depnties. 
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It is not exiiected that there n'iU he any resistance.” 
At last, on the eventful day itself, Augerean n roto 
announcing its restilts. “ IS Fructidor. At length, 
ni)’^ dear general, — (success had rendered him familiar,) 
— my mission is fidJilled, and the promises of the army 
of Italy, vere this night redeemed. The Dii'cctory 
had resolved on a A'igorous stroke : the moment was 
yet imcertain, the preparations incomplete : fear of 
being anticipated hastened measures. At midnight 
I dispatched an order for all the troops to put 
themselves in motion, and to march upon the points 
indicated : before day all the bridges and principal 
squares were occupied with camion : at day-brealc the 
halls of the councils were surrounded. The council 
guards cordially fiutemized with our troops, and the 
members, whose names are subjoined, have been 
uiTested and committed to the temple. The pm’suit 
of a still greater number continues : Caniot has 
disappeared. Paris is tranquil, and in astonishment 
that a crisis, announced so terribly, has passed over in 
holiday guise. The robust patriot of the suburbs 
proclaims the safety of the republic, and the black 
necks are under. It now remains for the n ise energy 
of the Directory, and of the patriots of both councils, 
to finish the rest. The seat of the assemblies is 
changed, and the first operations promise for good. 
This event is a gi'eat step towards peace. It belongs 
to you to overleap the space which still keeps us 
remote from this conclusion. Don’t forget the letter 
of exchange for 25,000 francs. It is urgent.” 

Augereau unshed his part, too, in this victory : he 
desired to be Director ; he was only “ candidate :” 
pretty well that, for having been merely an instru- 
ment in another, hand. 

-' Barras and Bernadotte give the results. The for- 
mer u'l’ites, “ To-morrow we receive our tu’O new 
colleagues. These are Neufehateau and Merlin. 
Conclude the peace ; but let it be an honoirrable one; 
the Rhine to be the boundary; Mantua to belong to 
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the Ci'salpine Hepublic, Venice to be re'iciicd from 
the gra<^ of Austm. Snch is the real vien of the 
Directory , such are the Trishcs of the llcpiiblic'ins , 
nor mth less can the interest of the comnionn calth 
be reconciJetl, or the ndJ merited g’loiy of the com- 
mander, and of the armj of Ital) ” 

On the S4th, Demadotte sajs, “ The deputies 
arrested on the 18th hare been gent off for Rochefort, 
where they are to embark for Sladignscar, the place of 
Innishmcnt Pans is trin(]iii] The people learned the 
arresting of the deputies at first w itli indiflcrence A 
sentiment of curiosilj hj and b} ilren them into tiie 
streets , cnthasinsm foUon ed , and the ct} of ‘ Long 
Jne the Repubhe,* so long unheard, resounded 
throughout the nhole city Some of the neigh!>our^ 
mg departments hare expressed their disapprol ation 
One has protested , but it n tll be single 1 he gorem- 
xnent has at this moment lu its noucr the possible 
resnscitation of national energj , out even one feels 
the necessity of surrounding it « it/i repiiMicans of 
Bctnit} and north Unfortunate!} a multitude of 
men, nithout talents, and nitbout means, already 
brliere that the morement has been only for them. 
Time mil get all this to rights The armies haro 
recoTered consistency, the mihlarj of the interior are 
respected, or, at least, feared Tlie emigrants flee, and 
the nonjunng clergs corneal lltrm«elvrs hererwas 
an} erentraore fortunate for e«n«olid iting tlie Repub- 


lu-an f irras, nlio, so goon as the first emotion of fmr 
has passed, mil endeatour to rum nil. This the 
gorernmenl knons >Ira«tirrsml!, tlieTTfure, luf taken 
(o guard against inch resnit, and to sertire the jutnot* 
against a new pernerntion *’ Tallerrand wntea on 
the last day of the same month,— Ve reekon upon 
I*eing able clearly to gheir, that the courts of \ lenna 
and of London were in the best undentandiog with 



KAPOXvEOX BOKAPAKTE, 


75 


the faction just suppressed amongst us. It u'ill appear 
in our proclamations, to •\vhat extent the ncgociations 
of these tu'o com’ts, and the movements in the interior, 
have accorded. The members of Clichy, and the 
cabinet of the emperor, had for common and manifest 
object, the re-cstablishmcnt of a hing in France, and 
a disgi-aceful pe.aoc, by ivlnch Italy shoiild be restored 
to her ancient masters.”* 

Bon.aparte u’as thromi into a delirium of joy, ivhen 
thus instructed of the happy issue of the 18th Fruc- 
tidor. Its results produced the dissolution of the 
Legislative Assembly, and the fall of a party which for 
some months had deprived him of repose. The admis- 
sion of his brother Joseph into the Council of the Five 
Hundred, formerly opposed by the Clichy party, 
followed as another consequence; but the general 
soon perceived that the victors abused their poAver, 
and Avere compromising ancAA' the safety of the 
republic, by rcAnA'ing the foiiner principles of revo- 
lutionary government. The, Directory aa'us both 
alarmed at his discontent, and resented his censure: 
The members conceived the singular idea of opposing 
to him Augereau, whose blind devotion they had 
just AA’itnessed. This officer AA-as, accordingly, named 
commander of the army of Germany. Augereau, 
Avhose extreme vanitj'^ is notorious, believed himself able 
to cope with the conqueror of Italy. His arrogance 
rested on the achievement of liaA’ing, Avith a numerous 
soldierj'^, arrested a few unarmed, representatives, and 
torn the epaulets from the uniform of the com- 
mandant of their guards. The Directory and he filled 
AA'itli informers and intriguers the head quarters, now 
remoA'ed from Mian to Passeriano. Bonaparte, in- 
formed of aU, laughed at the Directory, offering his 

One part, at least, of this,' receives a degree of corrohoratioii 
from the fact, that in 1824, Louis XVIII. sent letters of nobility 
to the suw'iving deputies who Avere arrested on the famous IStli 
Fructidor, — Translator. ' ' , ' 
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establishing the hnppin<“<»s of the country,” caution- 
ing them “ to take care, lest, after haaitig humbtci! 
tlironcs, they should nlloav litrcling imten, and ambi- 
tious fiuatics, disguised under ercry species of mask, 
to plunge them nne« into the rerofiitioniry torrent ” 
He afftcted deep indignation at their doings n»pect- 
ing Augoreaii, Ac. “ It is eiidcnt, then, from nil 
these ficts, that the goremment arc acting toiranls 
me III much the wirae uayas Pichegniwas inated 
after Vcndemiaire” To these representations, tho 
Directory replied in the most soothing, and even siib- 
tnissire strain They also sent their agent Itotfot, 
secretary of Bams, to head quarters, ostensibly for 
the piir|>oso of reassuring the general ns to tin ir 
fncndly intentions This person Bonaparte reganled, 
and perhaps justly, as a *p\ , treating him, accordinglj , 
iiith great coldness} hut noer, as has Wen sail, 
entertaining for a moment the idea of rausiiig him to 
be shot 

Soon after the crents at Pans, Bonaparte ad Ircsseil 
a proclamation to the teamen «f tho i‘f\tudron of 
Aamiral Bniejs, nhuU proses, from the »pmt it 
breathes, that lie had alreaih cotirnred the ilea of 
excruting his farounte doign of going to Pgjj'l 
This piece, stIiicIi I preserre in liis siTitiiig, nas 
compost <1 at Pvssenano, IRth i*ej>fpraber,*— " With- 
out >011,” aaji the Last paragraph, after abusing tlm 
Fnglisli, “ «e are tmaWe to rarry tho glory uf the 
Pmich name be^on I n umall conier of riiroju*; srith 
you, >re mil tnirers* the was, nnj bear the itan lanl 
of the republir into coiminrs the most irni »te ” The 
Egjptwn expedition is here 

All the opposition, Imwerer, cxpenenresl Wth In 
the progress of the negiuaalions In Italr, an I In the 
transactions at Pans, produced Its eflect upsin the 
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general’s temper and enjoj’raents. Tins imtability 
of mind B'as farther increased b)'l)is sister’s maiTiage, 
as very disagi-ceably recalled by the following letter. 
He cast the epistle on the ground with a passionate 
gesture, bis usual action of displeasure. 

‘^Ajaccio, 1st August, 1797. — General, permit me 
to write to you, and to address you by the name of 
brother. My first child u-as born at a time U’ben you 
were angry with us. I earnestly wish that her inno- 
cent caresses may yet make up for the pain caused 
you by my marriage. My second child never saw 
the light. Fleeing from Paris in obedience to your 
orders, I was untimely delivered of my babe in Ger- 
many. In a month I hope to give you a nephew. 
Cil’cumstances induce me to believe it will be a nephew. 
I promise you to make him a soldier; but I .wish 
him to bear your uamc, and that you will be bis god- 
father. I entreat you not to refuse this to 5 'oiu’ sister. 
I beg of you to send yom’ permission to Bacciocchi, 
or to whomsoever it may please you. Mama is to bo 
god-mother. I look for yoiu’ permission with impa- 
tience. Because u e are poor, you utII not cast us off f 
for, after all, you are our brother ; my children only 
yet live to call you uncle ; and we love you more than 
fortune. Would I may yet be permitted one day to 
^ve you proof of the attachment "with which I am 
your most affectionate sister, 

“ Christine Bonaparte. 

“ P.S. — I beg to be remembered to your lady, 
whom I long to know. At Paius it was said I resem- 
bled her greatly. If you recal my features you can 
jxidge.— C. B.”'* 

f 'Madame BaccioccH was named Blariane at Saint-CjT, Chris- 
tine afterwards, and Eliza under the consulate. The date of the 
present letter shews the eiTor into which many writers’ have 
tallen with regard to the date of her marriage ; it is said to have 
taken place 6th May, 1 797. To procreate three children in 
three months would have been warm work. —Author. 
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the Rlnnp, to the confines of Ilolhnil TJie Diroctonr 
insisted upon these la»t limits, nnd Mantui, for the 
Italian republic, mthout conccdni" the ivhole line of 
the Adi"c and Venice Such were the difilcnlties 
upon these points, tliat, for ti month before the final 
ratification, peace -was so doubtful, di cussion nn 
pcnouslj on the manner lu nhicli the rupture noiild 
be announced 

At this period, Bottot, flu nlrcaly noticed, nmred 
at Pis-.ernno, from the Directors Him, Boinporte 
treated nith little ceremons , nliilc he took cire to 
display the spirit nhich animsted his follonem, and 
SHdlenlyrencncd hw irpresenfation to tlie Directory 
to be replaced in the command, an apphcatino already 
solicited, and rrfiLsed, <erenl times At table, in 

i iresence of Bntlot, lie nrcii ed ibe porcmmenl of 
lOrnble inpr^htule, cmimeritin" all his runes of 
complaint, (jiiite aloud, nithotit any concealment, 
and 1 cforc tnetity or thirti pcoph On another 
occasion indijiinnt at percemn » hi« repeated iT«]iie»ts 
for m) ensure from the list of rmirrants, tmfc<l 
\nth ncjrUct, he thus apostrophiicil Bottot, at a 
dinner pirtv of forts, theis Win? present the Austrian 
plenipotentiaries, Counts dc (tallo, Cobentirl and 
Merwel It The conrcrsitiou tume 1 upon the Direo 
ton “\cs, truU, I Imc whereof to compUin,” 
sail Domparfe, uith aloud TOiee, "an!, to d'scrtil 
from prenl tiling to small, for instance, there is 
Boumeniic , lie has ray whole ronfileiire, he it n 
who mainscs, under mj onlers, the detiils of tho 

{ rescut uefToruntion » jou know it tery srelll your 
)irretorr refuses to erve him lleallr, it is Inron* 
ceirablel An I then the stupidity is so rsre^ums I fjf 
he lias all mr secrets ; lie knoim jny vUtmatvm ; he 
his it 111 his power, ly » sinjle woisi, to make an 
immense f rtnne, an I to bu^h at your folly. Ask M 
de (lallo’ Bottot attemntrs! some exni*e, but ifie 
nuirrrssl titter srhirh fsdlowrtd thii siiijuUr wily, 
forced huu to be silcnC Tlie same w*-ht, as I was 
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just stoppinf; info 1)C(1, lie enteroil iiiy room, asliinp, 
ivilli ilissomblcd astonislimcnt, “ If it u as true, that 
I still remained on the emiarant list?”— “ Yes.” He 
rerjuested a note in Avrifin^; I refused. 

The iMarqtiis dc Gallo liad, in fact, talked Avitli me 
three days before of my posifion in France, and of flic 
evident umvilHniiness of the Director}* to clear me 
of the consequences of emijrrafion, and of the risk to 
Avliicli I Avas exposed, &c. He then added, “ We Avisli 
not to rcncAA' the AA-.ar; Ai'e sincerely desire peace; 
hut AA'c Avonld li.aA'e it an honouraldc one. Tlie Ilc- 
public of Venice ofl'ers a sndicicntly extcnsiA'o tern- 
tor}'- to satisfy both parties by its jiartifion ; but the 
actual proposals do not suit xis. V'e desire to knoAv 
thc; nltimatum of General 33onapai-tc; and I am 
authorized to offer an estate in Bohemia, AAnth a title, 
mansion, and revenue of 80,000 florins.” I hastily 
inteiTiipted the IMarquis, by declaring-, that neither 
iny honour, nor my duty, permitted me to cncoiirag-e 
tills conA-ersation ;* but that both , commanded me to 
reject all such proposals.- I hastened to relate the 
Avhole to the commandcr-in-chiof. He aa-os noAA*isc 
surprised at my conduct; hut felt conA’inced, from 
the AA'holc tenor of hi. dc Gallo’s discourse, ami even 
by the offer made me, that Austria had renounced all 
thoughts of AA-ar, and become really, desirous of peace. 
. During thc concluding arrangements of the negocia- 
tion, Bonaparte, tired out Avitli so much folly, — as, 
for instance, a . proposal from the Directory to revolu- 
tionize the Avliole of Italy, — and so man}* difficulties, 
repeated more than once his fonner offer to resign, and 
expressly requested a successor. In all this there AA'as 
little sincerity. So judged the Director}*. In spite of 
this feigned indifference, therefore, his resignation AA*as 
refused iti terms the most flattering and urgent. This 
AA'as Avhat he AA-ished, One , cause of real discontent 
AA*as the persuasion that the Directory had divined 
his object, and regarded his poAverful .aid on thc 
18th Fnictidor as originating in personal A*ieAvs of 
VOL. r. F 



ambition and poorer. Notirithstanding: imttcn 
ranees of hj^ocritical latitude, and sentiments tlie 
rei^ opposite, and although the Directory stood 
indispensably in need of his support, they caused him 
to be ivatchcd by agents, who spied his proceedings, 
and sought, by means of his contidcntial retainers, to 
penetrate his vierrs. His friends urotc him from 
Paris; and I incessantly repeated, that the peace 
srhich depended upon his decision, uould prore n 
much more popul^ measure than the reuernd of 
liostilities, etposed as smr voiild he to new cliances 
of success and rcTense. Tho signing of this peace, ns 
he concc^^cd the terms and contra^ to the opinion 
of the Directory ; tho manner in « Inch he just dren* 
bridle at dlastaJt, and avoided returning thither; tit 
fine, his resolution to expatriate himself n ith an army 
in search of fresh adventures; were influenced more 
tlian is believed, l>y the mling thought, tliat he Uns 
distrusted, and lus min meditated. He uis ever 
recalling to mind uhat la Vallette had uritteii enn» 
ceming Ills conversation stilh the deputy IjicttiV, 

“ As to Bonaparte,” Mtd the reiircsentatire to the 
aide^le^nipat Paris, only seven ilays after the famous 
18tii, " lot liim never expect to reap tlie fruit of his 
labours here. lie ii feared by the aiilhorities, envied 
by the military", and misunderstood by tlie j'eople, 
(iliimny is pre. 

• eome their Tiillm. 

• I vrould he may 
• "to mIiIcIi fortune 

• him »o strsdily,” 
i.viry iiiiiig uiiuii lie now icin or heard confirmed 
to him the truth of the«e remarVs. 

A premature winter liasteiied his resoltitlont. (h\ 
opening my windoimat daydrreab, on the l.'Ilh (K-toWr, 


Cne and late. 1 entered the general'* l>ed-ris.n at 
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.‘.ovon nVlork nnd. nwalci'iiin^r liim. ivlntoil 

wlint lind Ilo. at first, artVctitii,'' imt to lic- 

Hovc mo, juiujK-il out of Ill’ll, ran toflio ivitnlmv, rmil, 
havintr ivitne,'.<o(l hini'-olf so tiiioxjiortfil rlinrirro, 
prtiiunincoil, ii ith tlio "rontovf ralnmoss, tlioso worils; 
“ Beforo the miiMlo of Ortolii'r! Wiiat ft country ! — 
Como ; jionco nm><t lio mmlo.” NVli’ito lio M iis ilrO'-'in't 
in liasto, 1 roail tlio jonniak to liini, as 1 ilhl every ilay. 
TIo "nvo little licoil; liiit, shutting liini‘-olf up \vilh mo 
in liis cftliinot, ho most cnrofnlly rovion od tlio coinli- 
tion of the soYonil portions of Ins nnny. “ 800 hero,” 
sail! he, “ nearly oi>,'hty thonsand oflertivo men : I food 
.ami pay this mmihor; hnt I shall not have more than 
sixty thousand on the day of hattlo. F .shall oain ; 
hnt then I shall he rodnred tmonty thons.and, in hilled, 
avounded, and jirisoners. How, then, resist till the 
AtJsfrian forces whioh will march to the relief of 
Vienna ? A month or more will he necessary for the 
nrmie.s of the Khine to support me, sunposinsr them 
in a condition ; and in fifteen day.s, the snow will 
hlock np th(* roads mid passe.s. It is derided. I tnahe 
peace, ^^ciiice shall nay the e.vjienses of lht> tear, 
and onr honndary of tiie* Khine. The Directory and 
the Lawyers ni.ay jirattle .as they jilease.” 

He wrote to the Directory, — “ 'J'he tops of the 
raount.ains arc covered with snow. I cannot, neirord- 
injf to stipulated fonns, commence opcnitions in loss 
than twenty-live day.s, and then we .shall find ourselves 
in deep .snoiv.” Fourteen years afterwards, a winter 
crpially nnlimel}', hut in a climate far more .severe, 
must necessarily have oppo.scd to him an inlhicnce 
more fatal. VHiy did he not exercise the same can- 
tiou-s foresight? 

Conferences followed, and peace, a,s prodiofed, iv.as 
made .at the expcn.se of Venice. But the Directory 
averc little satisfied with the treaty of Canijio-FoiTiiio, 
and with difliciilty resisted the temptation of refusing 
to i-atify the conditions. Fifteen days previously 
they had written, “ that to grant such conditions 
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ins not to TOokp peacp* liit to ndjoiim tlio mr; 
and Its clmnces \ierc to be preftrrcd” All this 
11 as useless , it cost General Bonannrte little to over- 
step Ins instructions Mention Ins been made of 
considerable sums, naj", of a j'nncipilitj' olTered to 

I , 


on tins point for Inm to sacnilcc Ins plorj as a con- 
queror and pacificator, to anj* personal eoiisiderat on, 
boil ever adTantaiireous Tins cbaractrr iias so fully 
appreciated, be lias so profonudly esteemed and re- 
spected bj tbe Austrian plempoteutinnes, tbal I dire 
alTirm, not one of them iioiild have taken upon 
himself tbe overture of so deedin': a ] roposal t-iirh 
a step, I can have no «Ioubt,MouI 1 1 air 1 rnken ciff all 
nejociation uitli these fnnclionanes I'lrlnrs i»bat 
I hair just said respeetiii" M de Gallo ondnircelf, 
mil tbroii b„»ht upon Ibn odious nciaisatinn This 
story must be disposed of in ibe same manner as lo 
RLanj other fables, an, for instance, lie rbiiia lase 
broken and tbroii n tn ( onnt Cobentx U f ire I never 
heanl of tins scene Lift Mas letter undenitond at 
Pas enano There Mere «nl> the nsnal presents , the 
emperor merely 1 ad tbe politeness toaddanofTcrofsiv 
superb m 1 itc borers of prent beauty 

At this epoch, Honaj arte i» ns ttill borne f niard 
011 the impulse of tbe »;:e, and, tl inkiii" only of 
reprcsentnlive povemments, scrj frequently has le 
rail to nie,-~*‘ 1 m^h tiat from mi time ina^ In 
dated tbe era of reir«‘*eiitaliie a Iminittntn m *' 

’ * • * ’ rt m IIjU Mere 

lie Mci.fit lo Ills 
• A Ulirf, In neirr, 

^ • pertairird more l<» 

loft} 11 us if audition, tiun protiine nttarbmrnt 
lo tie iielfire of lie I uman rare At a bfrr 
|eno<l, lie Cud auHtiluted tl is jbn»e,— “ I dnim 
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1(> lip (lip nliicf of tlio most anrii'iit of tlip (lyna'.tips 
of Kurope.” How crorit the ilisfaiiee hot ween Bomi- 
pnrle, author of “ Tiie Supper of Beauenire” — tri- 
tim])liin!r over monarchy at Toulon — writer and signer 
of the petition to Allietti anti Salieetli — sneces<ful 
conqueror on the ItJtli Ventleiuiaire — insttirator and 
supporter of the revolution of Frnetidor — founder <tf 
the Italian repuhliits, fniits of his iunnorlal victories; 
and Bonaparte, first consul in ISOO — consul for life 
in 1S02; above all, Napoleon, emperor of tlic I'rcntdi 
in 1801, and Kinjr of Italy in 1805 ! 

lu the countries which he had subdued, after 
endeavouring' to anticipate the ])rogress of tiuje, — a 
step impruiient and premature, it became his aim 
some years later, to force the same aj'C to relro^Tade, 
— a measure wliich was impossible. Alqurinj' lilicrty 
for glory, he deemed creating a solitary renown 
preferable to labouring in the promotion of \iniversal 
good. Probably, this pretended love of rej)rcsentative 
governments was one means employed to subject the 
nations more easily, by Iiolding o\it a something' 
flattering to their best hopes, a ])romise he had no 
design to keep; and by rudely projecting xipon them 
a futurity which time alone could introduce. Already 
foreseeing his mighty wars in Germany, which were 
ever in his mind, avo sh.ill find him AVriting to tho 
Director)', from Cairo, “ Tim proudest day of my life 
Avill be that in AA'hich I hear of the first republic being 
founded in Germany.” 

In precipitating the nations towards an era, to 
AA'hich tlmy could attain only by degi'ccs, lie supplied 
the partizans of the times that liaA'c gone by Avith 
motives and means for attempting to turn back 
mankind in the cai’ccr of improA'craent. Wo have 
seen that man aa'Iio, at the period of AA'hich I noAv 
speak, AA;ould have no longer kings, and proscribed 
monarchy in all his proclamations, desiring to be the 
ancient of kings, the head of tho oldest of Eurojican 
d)’'nastics. This phautasy, like that of immediate 
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a past, uliich has cea«od ta exist 1 Ilovr many cvSLs 
ha\ e sprun" from these tn o principles ! 


CIIAPTEn IX. 

Return froji Italy, am> nrcrrrjoN at Paris— 

ANFCDOTES. 

The 18 th FnirtiJor, srilhmit poirerfiiUy 

contributed to the amneereents at (’ainpo-romiin, 
Tlie Director)*, on the one hand, more parififalJy 
inclinetl, after this strohe of poller, felt at len'tih the 
necessity of puttin': «n end to discontent by pitiD'j 
peace to Fronce} and, on the other, Amtria, aeelnjj 
«• . « *■ s’ • I I. 

I I'f'f , ■ I » I*. ■ . 

! I' ; *<••••••■ ■ ■ if 

the Freneh nrmy, so fniitfiil in splendid dretls of 
arm*, had not merely prskliieed Rlorr,— trrralnes* 
folloned the steps of conijnest. As there had Wen 
hitherto somethin': sinjnhir, and Wjond custom. In 
our public aflain.n prand moral inflnenre, thefniit of 
Tirtories and of p«^»ee, was now ready to rx|mid orer 
the uhiile of Frunre. IlepuMlranism was no lon-er 
the blmwl-stainnl and frrorions monster of fomer 
Jears. Treating as an equal with prinres and their 
rnlnistert, hut « ith all the iuperlorily which rlrtory 
and his tmn renlus pare him, Honajiartr, W deprees, 
hrmipht foreljrn ronris to become familiar with irpoh* 
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lican France, and the republic to cease regarding all 
states governed by kings as of necessity enemies. 

Under these circumstances, the approaching .arrival, 
in Paris, of the gcncral-in-chief, occupied the universal 
attention ; and the feebleness of the Directory yielded, 
in the capital of Fiance, to the presence of the 
conqueror of Italy. On the 17th November, he 
quitted hlilan, for the congi’css at Rastadt, there to 
jiresidc in the French legation. Before departing, 
hoivcver, he sent to the Directory one of those 
monuments which might well pass for fahidous, though 
here simple truth only required to he related. -This 
memorial w.as the colours of the army of Italy. One 
side bore inscribed, “ A grateful conntrj’^ to the army 
of Italy:” the other exhibited a splendid cnumeiation 
of the fields of battle, the places talcen, and, above 
all, inscriptions embracing a simple and magnificent 
abridgment of the history of the .Italian campaign ; its 
military achievements; its political results; and its 
fruits, in the. treasures of art brought to the capital of 
France.* This standard was destined to form the 
decoration of the public hall of the Directoiy. 

, The greater part of the cities of Italj'^ had been 
accustomed to behold in^ their conqueror, a libeiator; 
and such magic is there in the ivord liberty, which 
now resounded from the Alps to the Apennines, that 
everywhere Bonaparte was received ndth enthusiasm. 
At Mantua he was lodged in the p.alacc of the ancient 
dukes, and during a residence of two days, traced the 
plan, and commenced tlie foundation of a canal on the 
Mincio, celebrated a military funeral, in honour .of 
fJenei’al Hoche, and superintended the erection of a 
monument to Virgil. At this period,, one. who. had 
never before seen Bonaparte, describes him thus, in 
a letter to Paris, published December, 1797:— “ I 
beheld with deep interest and extreme attention, that 

• Many of these inscriptions, however, only repeated different 
stages of the same general event. — TVansZator.'. ; • 
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extraordinary mn, ^ho lits performed 60 many great 
things, and -n ho seems to announce, tint his rirecr is 
not }et closed I found him ^erj like his portrait, 


l#o}d thoughts, nhtch suit influence the destinies of 
Europe ” c mtglit imagine, hut for the date, that 
this last sentence had heen nnilen sul>seqiieiit to 
CTents 

Tliejoiirneyof Honanartenrmss itrerland, ivhih 
to himself a real tnumpli.left alsoiisrfiitconseijiienies, 
and his presence Calmed more thin one inr|iiietnle 
After the reiont otcrtiimings nnmnr the twilpine 

,* i *1 C < O I * I 1 BXXSbI 


rator and such n as the desire of seem? him speedilr, 
tint throughout the nliole route, from Aix In 8 iTr>r, 
hy Genera an! Heme, I* Basle, a relay of thirty 
horses, night and dai, awaitisl his serrlre At 
Genera he receirrd the enroy* from Berne, whom 
he dismissed, Mti«fled hr tin pacifie assurance* On 
arriving, orer night, in thit cilr, we p.asse«l through a 
double line of carnages, lighted up, and fllel with 
handsome dames, who made the nir nng with ** Ia*ng 
lire Bonaparte, I^ng lire the panfieator ** At Ba»le 
resiJnl M de (’ominges, one of f uir transferred wiih 
him, from Bnenne, lothemilitarj mllege On learn- 
ing ouramral, this eenlleinan, who lud ctnignfe'l, 
presented himielf withoot ceremony, and, certainly. 
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in total forffctfulnoss of the ilisfancc now Ijotwoou 
him anil his former comrade. Bonaparte, much 
piqued, refused to see, and never afternards coun- 
tenanced De Cominges. In passing through Fribourg, 
I recollected that Captain-commandant M. Grignct 
d’Eugny, my hrother-iu-law, had died here an 
emigrant, in poor circumstances, as wc could only 
send him money occasionally through Germany, and 
for these attempts, my sister narrowly escaped death. 
While changing horses, I made inquir)’’ at the post- 
master, from Avhom I then understood my relative had 
received attentions. “ I took charge,” said he, “ of 
M. d’Eugny’s funeral ; he assured it was honourable. 
His misfortunes, and the respect due to his character, 
leave me no cause of regret in having acted thus.” 
I took, from the hag of gold sovereigns of Italy, 
which served for the expenses of the jommey, a 
handful of pieces ; — he n'as lost in thanks and praises 
of French generositj% The general approved highly 
of what I had done. 

There exists a sort of ' relation between celebrated 
men and celebrated places. It was, therefore, by no 
means an indiSbrent ch’cumstance to view Bonaparte 
examining the field of Morat, where Charles of Bur- 
gundy, another tempter of fortune, beheld, in 1476, 
his Burgundians sink beneath the efforts of Snuss 
valour, Bonaparte had slept the preceding evening 
at Moudon, where, as in all the places throi^h which 
Ave passed, he had been received Avith the highest 
honours. In the morning, the carriage having broke 
doAvn, we continued our route on foot, accompanied 
only by a few officers, .and attended by an escort of 
native dragoons, Bonaparte stopped near the burying- 
ground, and desired to be shewn the spot Avhere the 
battle of Morat had been fought. An officer who had 
. served in France, happening to be present, explained 
hoAA'^ the Swiss, descending fi-om the neighbouring 
mountains, had been enabled, under coA^er of a Avood, 
to turn the flank of the Biu’gundians, and to throAv 
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their army into disorder « ^Vlnt n as the number ol 
(hat irmy <’* demanded the peiieral. “ About Mat} 
thousand men *’ “ Sixty thounnd I ’ cned he, “ tliey 
should have spread themsetres over thoo moimUms ” 
“Tlie rrench,” •said Laniies, nho was m his suite, 
“ understand better how to fipht now^a-tlais” “At 
that time,” shaqily lotcmiptcd Bonaparte, “ the 
Biii^undians ai ere not Frenchmen ” 

On arririn™ at Bastidt, he found a letter from the 
Director} calling him to Pans lie seized, wiUi 
eagerness, this invitation, to quit a scene where he 
knew he could pliy onl} an insignificant part, and 
ailucli he had fully ditermmed on quitting, never to 
return How could wnters afTimi, tiiat the Director} 
kept General Bonaparte at a distance from the gnat 
interests agitated at Itastadt ” (mod (xkI I the ^ n* 


he had just ha I abundance o( iliplnmacy nt (.utnipo* 
Formio , and, after the arrangi inents there, w hat i onl I 
be the “ great jnterrsN” deliberated at this roiJgri*«s’ 
Bonaparte was not the man to spin out jears lu 
nianofictunug German treaties 

Seeing (le oeral Bonajarte determine 1 not to remain 
more than a ft w minutes at ]bu>taiU, I rxprrs«ed to 
liim m) derided wmh to remain in (lermaii} 1 was 
then Ignorant of roy erasure from the list i f mii/ninf s, 
and ft ami lest, under so feelle an eaenilive, the 
horrible eeenes of l7tMi miglit l>e renew ed Jbmnparte 
, , . > u/i 


1[ found the nvstrunient of erasure at Pan*, »UteJ 
Isorrmber 11, with » letter on the siiljert t> the 
general, in srhieb it is «u 1, “ Tlie gnvemmet t, 
cituren-general, desinrs that there remain pot, Jn ihr 
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of !nii(oi> to ilio nmntrv, thn JinjiU’ f>r n citlrf ii 
who npjiro:ichr>i the r<>n>iU(Ttir «f Italy.” In tho 
oflu jn! jnvtrunirnt, tho jimttor i-’ tn afrcl hi tlii> onli* 
nary way, only the ih rroe is onlereil not to hr print »:tl, 
hnt that all roiurnu'il are to Inho jnivato notr. 

Ihinajiarto, at St Hoh nn, Inw i-irnl. that he hron^hl 
front Italy only three hniulreil ihnn'-nml fnuio. I 
nlTmn my certain hnowlol^e of his havin;;; rctumeil 
ihenec with sonienhnt mon* than ih.ree tiiillion'". 
How, inth'cd, supiiort his rstnhlishment ; niahe ftreat 
preparations, and sjilendidly furnish his hotise in 
I’ansj provide for all expenses, with otilv the stmt 
he mentions, and ati income of not more than fifteen 
thousand fnincs, besides theappointnieiifs of his place 
Por instance, his four to the ports cost him nearly 
twelve thousand fratusi in oold, and I know luit that 
this w.as over repaid. Moreover, it little imports, ns 
to the object jirojiosed by himself, n hother he returned 
vrith throe milhons, or with only the tenth part of 
that sum. Pit one will aeeuse him of pecnlatiufr. lu his 
own person he exhibited (he inflexihh* administrator; 
despoliations alw.nys excited his indipiation, and he 
never failed to pmvne knavish peculations with cha- 
racteristic rigour. 13ut. the mines of Ydria //oiZ been 
discovered; provisions were to he furnished to llic 
troops. He wished to ho indejiendent, and none 
knew hotter tliat one is not so without fortune. On 
tJiis subject lie used to say to mo, “ I mn no capucin, 
not I!” 

So carl^v .ns the present epoch of liis manned life, 
the general’s brothers, desirous of retaining undivided 
pou'Cr over liis mind, were Lihonrlng to u’ealccn the 
influence which the affection of her husband gave to 
.Tosophine. They sought to excite liis jealousy, and 
profited by Iier remaining at ISIilan .after our departure, 
a residence authorized by Bonajiarte.’ The senti- 
ments he entertained for his wife, his journey to the 
coast, his incessant lahoni’s in preparing the Egj’ptian 
expedition, and our brief stay in Paris, permitted not 
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lus entertaiDinj these su«picion« Somenlnt hter I 
shall return to those machmitions Admitted to the 
confilence of both, I am Injipy in having prevented 
or softened the eiil If Josephine now lued she 
Mould renter me tins justice I never ivas a^mst 
her hut once, an I that uiinittin;?!/, m re^rd to the 
numajjc of her daughter llorteiiso JoKoiihine hid 
not then confided to me Iier intentiom llonaparte 
Mished the choice to fill on Dtiroc Ilis hrotliers 
iinjod the match, m onler to isolate Jo«ephuie from 
Ilortensc, for vihom the peneral rhrnslied a tender 
reganl, Josephine again looked foroaird In Louis 
Uonaparte for her daughter It is easy to diiiiie her 
motiicshere to hare b«en, that she might thus fin 1 
one support in a family ulure she had onlj enemies. 
She earned her point, as ti ill be seen in the seijiie! 


me Man, ai me io»ir eni, «ire seaim me pin he 
authorities, nhile the enelosure itself was rro«ded 
Mitli spectators, and the Miiidons bile I anih la lies 
Opposite the pnncipal entraare rose the patrial allar, 
giirmounteil by the statues of Libertr, 1 ipialit) , wi 1 
Puce When ponanarte entered, every tne stoo*! 
up, ail i uncovered Notw ith«tandm; this splendour, 
the cerenimi} m as on » of freriitig heartlesmess. All 
SI ore an air of restraint, « itb more of tainosifr than 
of pratitiile in their eapres-sion , each sermm.li an 
in/jnisitor on his neighhmr An unpleasant am lent 
di)ublln.s rontribiitetl to Increase this peneral heath 
ness One of the niiler secretaries < f tlie Dirertnrr, 
fonlrarr to strict t>r«lers, had iai)iiiite«l upon swac 
scalTolding oii tin ro‘>f of the nght w inj, tlien tin lef 
repair, I ut scarcely ludhesel f>ot on tbe first pUnl, 
when It capstre.1, anl the unfirlunate fnnrii nary 
was precipita’el from a Cf*^t height Iftto tie area 
l>elo« An universal stupor fell upon all, females 
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were taken ill, and the windows nearly deserted. 
Some miscliievous Avits, suck are CA'cry AA’lierc to bo 
found, amused tkemselyes and others, by foreseeing 
in this fall of their dependant that of Messieurs the 
Directors themseh'es. 

The business proceeded ; harangues were not spared. 
Tallejwand introduced the general to the Directory, 
making a long discourse, listened to AA’ith some impa- 
tience, so great was the desire to hear Bonaparte. 
Tlie conqueror of Italy arose, and with a modest air, 
but firm A oice, pronounced a brief address to the 
Directors, speaking as if they had done all, and men- 
tioning himself only once, as folloAA’s ; — 

■ “ The French people, in order to be fi-ee, bad 
kings to beat domi. To obtain a constitution founded 
on reason, there AA-ere eighteen centuries of prejudice 
to be overcome. The constitution of the year III. 
and youj have triumphed over all these obstacles. 
Religion, feudalism, and royalty, have successively, 
for twenty centuries, governed Europe j but, from the 
peace AA’hich you have just concluded, dates the era 
of. ropresontatiA'e governments. You have accom- 
plished the organization of the great nation, whose 
territory is now bounded, only because nature herself 
has fixed its limits. You liaA-e done more. The tAA O 
most beautiful portions of Europe, once so famotis in 
science, in art, and by the great men, AA hqse birth- 
place they were, behold, Arith the loftiest hopes, the 
genius of freedom arise from the tombs of their 
ancestors. These are the two pedestals, on which the 
destinies Arill place tAvo mighty nations. I liaA^e the 
honom' to lay before you the treaty signed at Canipo- 
Formio, and ratified b}’" his majesty the emperor. 
When the happiness of the French people shall be 
secured on the best practical lan's, Europe entire Avill 
become free.” * 

’■ * This furnishes a good specimen of the mouthy eloquence of 
the period, — •meaning nothing. — Translator, 
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Barras, then president, replied with a prohsity of 
which every body seemed tired Having at length 
concluded, he threw himself into the arms of the gene* 
’ ’ ’ ^ ' ’ * ’ "• riving 

The 

I their 

, ^ , each 

stnviRg to do his best in this scene of sentimental 
comedy 

The two councils would not he behind the Direc- 


the conq^uest of Italy All these sAows were actual 
punishments to Bonaparte, who, from the time of his 
arrival in Pans, displayed great modesty in all things 
For example, the authorities of the department of the 
Seme had sent a deputation, requesting to know, 
•« hen he could receive them , he, himself, accompanied 
by (leneral Derthier, earned his ow^n reply to the 
magistracy It was remarked, also, that the judge 
of the division in which the general resided having 
waited tmon him, at his house, the evening of Ins 
arrival, December Cth, ho retuJmcd the visit next 
day These attentions, puerile in appearance, w ere 
not without effect upon the minds of the Pirisians 
Though he lived very retired, he often attended the 
opera But as it forroed part of his plan to shew 
himself as httlo as possible, he usually took his 
station at the bottom of the box, behind his w ife, 
causing me to sit beside her Several times he 
was called for, with loud acclamations, but in vain, 
he never presented himself Once, he sent me to 
the manager, to procure the perfurmance of certain 
pieces, with a partiCTilar cast of the cliaracters, so 
as to include several distinguished actors, if that 
were possible “ Nothing,” said tho gallant manager, 
“ IS impossible, where tho w lahes of tho conqueror of 
Italy arc concerned lie has hamshed that w ord from 
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the French dictionary,” Bonapai’te laughed immode- 
rately at the extreme politeness of the operatic artist. 

In the midst of this popiilaritj'’, a woman sent notice, 
to inform him, that an attempt was to bo made upon 
his life, and that poison would be the means employed. 
Bonaparte caused the hearer to be arrested, who, 
accompanied by the judge, was conducted to the 
woman’s house who had sent the information. They 
found her dead upon the floor, bathed in blood, -with 
her throat cut, and several stabs in difierent parts of 
her bod}". The men u'hose conversation she had 
overheard and disclosed having learned the fact, had 
taken this feail'ul revenge. The street in which his 
small residence. No. 6, stood, w.as named Chantereine; 
but during the night of the lOth-llth December, 
received the appellation of “ Victory,” in conseciuence 
of a public decree. This and other incense offered to 
his name, the acclamations which every u’here follow- 
ed his appearance, altered not his estimate of the 
position which he knew himself to occupy in public 
opinion. He used to say to me, “ In Paris they soon 
forget every thing. If I remain long here idle, I am 
lost. One reputation in this great Babylon eclipses 
another. People u’ill not have seen me above thrice 
at the theati’e, when I shall be no longer an object of 
regard : therefore I shall appear but seldom.” When 
he did go, it was to a private box. “ Nevertheless,” 
observed I, “ it must be agreeable thus to be followed 
by the admiration of one’s feUow-citizens.” “ Bah ! 
the same crowd would run after me, with the same 
eagerness, were I marching to the gallows.” 

On the 28th December, he was chosen a member 
of the institute, for the class of arts and sciences. He 
shewed himself much alive to this tirbute of a learned 
body, and addressed, upon the occasion, the folloAving 
note to Camus, president of the class 
, cc suffrage of the distinguished men who com- 
pose - the institute honours me. I feel sensibly, that 
before I can become their equal, I shall long be their 

2 
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pupil If there Mere a manner more expre^sne of 
COiiveyui" to them mj sentiments of respect, that I 
Mould employ The onljtrue conquests, those -nhicli 
nivahen no re^et, are such as ire obtain over igno- 
rance The most honourable, as the most useful pursmts 


oi ui • lie V luea iiiuui luis uut ueeii auueu lu lue 
national intelligence ” 

About tbis period, also, Bonaparte renewed, but 
still oinsuccessfully, his former attempt, — a dispensa- 
tion of age, and seat in the Directory PercciTing 
the field to he not jet clear, lie said to me, on the 
29 th January, 1798, “Boumeime, Ishall remain here 
no longer There is no good to be done They w ill 
bsten to nothing I see, if I loiter here, I am done for 
quid ly Here, erery thing grows flat Jly glory is 
already on the wane This little Europe of ours cannot 
supply the demand We must to the East All great 
rejmtatiODS come from that quarter How ever I mil 
fir>t take a turn round the coast, to assure myself what 
can be done I will taVe you with me, — >ou, Lannes, 
and SulLowsky If the success of a descent opon 
England appear doubtful, as I fear, the army of 
England shall become the armj of the East, and I 
am off for Egypt ’ 

This, and many such like cooTcrsations, giro a just 
idea of Ills character He always considered war 
and conquest as the noblest and most inexhaustible 
sources of glory This glory, indeed, hcloiedwith 
pX'ssion, but now' there was pohej m Iiis fervour 
Willie, by distant exploits, fame was kept toihug 
after him, 1 e hoped that ei cuts w ould occur in Franco 
to render his return nece«<«ny and opiiortune Hm 
place w ould be ready, and lie w ould tlius apppear to 
clduu it as a man neither forgotten nor unknown 
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CHAPTER X. 

ENGLISH INVASION — EGVPTIA.V EXPEDITION — BONA« 

paiite’s liiikahy — pbedilection rou ossian — 

BAD SPELLING — DEPAnTUUE. 

Bonapabte sot out for the north coast on tlio lOlli 
FchrnaiTj 1798; hut ivith no order, as reported hy 
every vritcr, “ to prepare ojieratioiis for invndinjy 
Hn^iantl.” Ho was not at all engaged in such measures 
— eight days would not liavc sulficcd. His jonrnc}’^ was 
merely a rapid excursion, and its object only to exa- 
mine the grounds upon ■which to rest the question of 
invasion. We were four in his carriage, -vinlh Mustache 
for courier. He visited Xajiles, Ambletcuse, Boulogne, 
Calais, Dunkirk, Fumes, Xeuqiort, Ostend, aud Wal- 
cheren. At these different ports ho made the necessary 
surveys, ■with that patience, presence of mind, know- 
ledge, expertness, aud perspicuity, which he possessed 
in so eminent a degi-ee. He examined till midnight 
sailors, pilots, smugglers, fishermen, — maldng objec- 
tions, and listening with attention to their replies. We 
returned to Paris by Antwerp, Brussels, Lille, and St 
Quenten. “ Well,” said I, on the evening of our return, 
“ General, what think you of our journey? are you 
satisfied ? For my part, I confess I have found neithei' 
great resources nor great hopes, in all I have seen or 
heard.” Bonaparte ansu'cred udth rii^acity, and a 
negative shake of the head. — “ It is too much a chance 
stroke: I ivill not hazard it. I -jvill.not stake upon 
such a cast the fate of our beautiful France.” This 
Vras his sole reply. I saiv myself at Caii-o. 

Immediately ivere begun the military and scientific 
arrangements for the expedition he u'as now to 
conduct to the banlcs of the Nile. The idea had been 
for some time maturing in his mind, as appears from 

VOL. i. -tG 
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i! If tbcre Mere a rninner more exprcs^ie of 
leyiD" to them my gentiments of re«pect that I 
la employ The only true conqacsfs, tho<ie ^vhich 
Ken no regret, are such as we obtain oi cr igno- 
e Themost honounhle,as themostusefiilpursmts 
ations,are those nhich contribute to the extension 
tunan thought Henceforth, let the real greatness 
ur repul he consist m not permitting the existence 
me new idea m Inch has not been added to the 
anal intelligence ” 

bout this pchod, also, Bonaparte renewed, but 
jinsiicceasfiilly, his former attempt, — a dispensa 
of age, and seat m the Directory Perceiving 
field to be not y et clear, he said to me, on the 
January, 17D8, “Boiimenne, Ishall remain here 
inger There is no good to be done They w ill 
[1 to nothing t r » t 
ly Here, 
dy on the n i i 
ly the denial • 

tations come • 

take a turn round tlic coast, to assure myself m hat 
le done I will t ike you inth me,— > ou, Lannes, 
SuU owsky If the success of a descent upon 
and appear doubtful, as I fear the army of 
and shall become the army of the East, .and I 
ff for Egypt ’ 

us and many such like conversations, give a just 
of Ills character He always considered war 
onquest as the noblest and most incYhaustible 
os of glory This glory, indeed, he loved w ith 
on, hut now there was policy in his fervour 
e by distant exploit*, fame was kept toihng 
1 im, he hoped that events m ould occur in France 
nder his return necessary and opportune His 
w ouhl ho ready, and lie would thus apppear to 
i it os a man neither forgotten nor unknon n. 
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CHAPTER X. 

asn INVASION — j-.nvi'riAN i:Ni’i;tiiTioN — iiona- 
UTi;*s i.muAi’.Y — iMti:i»iu;(-TioN rott ossian — 

I) srr.i.usn — vv-VAurvuiu 

)NAi»AitTr sot out for tlio iiortli roast on flio lOtli 
unry, l/HB; Out ^viiO no onO'r, us ro]iorJ<-fl liy 
y ■writor, “ to projiaro nporations for invudijur 
land.” Ho v.ns uut at all on;:a"od in snrli nu astiro.s 
iht days would not linvo .sulliood. Ilis journey was 
;ly a rapid oxcursiou, ;uid its olijort only to oxa- 
! tho promids upon wliir.h to rost tho quoslion of 
sion. Wo woro fouriii liis oarriairo, with Mustarlio 
ourior. Ho risitod Xaplos, Anihlotouso, Bouloiruo, 
Its, Dunkirk, Fnrnos, XVirport, Ostond, and 
cii. At tlioso difToront jiort.s ho mado tho norossary 
oy.s, with that pationoo, prosonoo of luliid, Icnow- 
0 , c.vpcrhioss, and perspicuity, u hich ho jmssessod 
9 emiuont a dogyeo. Ho oxaiuincd till iniduight 
)r.s, pilots, fnuu'rjrlor.s, (ishormcn, — luakiu'r ohjoe.- 
s, and listoninjr with attention to their replies. Wo 
iriicd to Paris hy Antwerp, Bntssels, Idllo, and St 
;ntcn. “ Well,” said I, on the evoninoof our ndiirn, 
cncral, what think you of our jonmoy ? are you 
sficd ? For my part, I confess I have found neithor 
at resources nor grc.at hopes, in all I haa-e seen or 
rd.” Bonaparte answered u’ith vivacity, and a 
■ative shake of the head. — “ It is too much a chance 
)kc: I will not hazard it. I aadll not stake upon 
h a cast the, fate of our beautiful Franco.” This 
5 his sole reply. I saav m 3 \self at Cairo. 

.mmediatcl j' avere begun the militaiy and scientific 
angements for the e.vpedition he aa'as now to 
iduct to tho banks of the Nile. The idea had Imen 
some time maturing in Ills mind, as appears from 
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a correspondence held the year precedin" with the 
Directory and Talleyrand, then minister for foreign 
affairs. In Npremher, 1797, also, he sent PoussielgTie, 
under pretext of surreyin^ the shoals of the Levant, 
to put the first hand to the design entertained upon 
Malta. Opposition to the scheme of Beizing that 
island vras in fact one of his grudges against the 
Directory, and one cause of the cold reception of their 
agent, Bottot. Once, in an animated expostulation 
5vnth tins latter, Bonaparte, shrugging his shoulders, 
exclaimed, — " But consider, in God’s name, Malta is 
for sale !” Some time after, they wrote to him, — 
“ Malta is for sale I we attach Talnetoits acquisition; 
do not allow it to slip and, lo the end of September, 
1797, Talleyrand authorized the General to give all 
the necessary orders to Admiral Bnieys for securing 
the possession of this prize. He dispatched letters 
for the island, because, in his own words, " it vias 
requisite to prepare opinion I” 

Bonaparte now laboured, night and day, in the 
etecutiOQ of lus project. Kcrer hid I seen him so 
BCtire. Ho organized crery thing, nhore before 


eacli other, nith extraordinary rapidity. ' If an autho- 
rity from the Dircctorr were required, be flew to the 


secretary-general, countersigned nothing connected 
with this expedition, Bonaparte objecting to his be- 
coming a party. The Directory also gUTO up to the 
General tiie treasure taken at Berne, amounting to 
someivhat more than three milUoas of francs. * In 
those times of disorder and inefficiency, the finances 
vrerc most WTetchcdly administered, tho revenues 
anticipated, and so shamefolly squandered, that there 
never existed in the treasury a sum of this importance. 
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It M'as thus r<'«o\v<'f\ that Ihuiapartr shuuhl atJomjtt 
in thu East, an r.'cjipdition jinusnuHn nimlnm Ktiro]u\ 
On the l‘2tli A])ril, 1708, hu was jinnu'd l•nm^nnt^(l^r- 
in-chief of the Annv of the .East, whioli the saniftlay 
iiLso s:nv crealcil. jkit after tlio explanations already 
friven, what are we to think of the huunurahlf rrlir, 
the ostracism^ to which the Dirertorv are said to have 
wished, hy this expedition, to condemn Jlonaparle? 
Bonainirte, to he sure, was a man to allow himself to he 
banished ! Doubtless, the nroieet of the rolonizafion of 
E^aiit was not new, — it had been proposed to Louis- 
XV. by the Dnkc de Ciioissenl; hut the design had 
slumbered alonp; Avith so many f>fhors, itt the for- 
getfulness of dusty jiarchments. Its revival heloiijis 
entirely to Bonajiarfe. It was at Passeriano, seeiiifr 
approach the term of his labours in Europe, tliat he 
turned a serions attention e.istwards. 'fhere, diirino: 
lon^ cvenitt^ walks in the matniifirent park, this 
subject fonned a no less interestinir, than inexhnusti- 
hle theme of discourse with his favourite {rener.vls, 
siidcs-de-camj), and myself. “ Europe,” In; Avould 
oxdaim, “ is hut a mole-hill; there never have 
e,xistcd mijrlity empires, there never have occurred 
^Tcat revolutions, save in the East, Avhere live six 
hundred millions of men, AA-herc is the cradle of all 
■religions, the hirth-placc of all mct.aphysics ?” hloiigo 
AA-as almost ahvays present at these conversations. 

. Tliat learned man, ardent in mind and heart, falling 
-in AA'itli these opinions, excited yet higher enthnsiasm 
an tlic hold spirit and liA-cly fanej’^ of our General. 
>!AVc all joined in chorus. It is to similar scono.s 
Desaix alludes, Avhen, Amting to Bonaparte, he said, 
I have beheld, Avith deep interest, the fleet at Corfu. 
If ever it sail upon those great enterprises of Avhich 
you have spoken, in pity do not forget me.” He AA'as 
• .not forgotten, I repeat, then, the Directorj’- Avent for 
•nothing, in rcAUA’ing the design of this incmorahle 
■-enterprise, aa-Iiosc issue ansAvered neither to the 
'.grandeur of its conception, nor the boldness of its 
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plan Wth any other government, success had heeii 
certajn In respect of personal niU, the Directors 
remained ns perfect strangers to his departure, as they 
n ere to his return They n ere hut the passive officii 
instruments of Bonaparte’s inclinations These they 
converted into decrees and orders when the forms of 
government required They no more devised the 
conquest of Egypt, than they traced the mode of its 
execution It n as he who organized the Army of 
the East, procured money, appointed the lenders, 
n5«emhled the ships of nar, frigates, and transport*' 
To him belongs aho the happy and nohle idea of 
adding to the expedition men distinguished in science 
and art, the fruits of nho«c liMurs, nlulc they 
hare revealed the present, and much of the ancient, 
state of a renon, the name of nhich is never pro- 
nounced without anakenin'r mighty recollections, 
now remain the only result of one of the most 
extraordinaiy enterprises of mo<lem times These 
eminent individuals were chosen by Bonaparte, nho 
corned into that country, agnin plunged into ignorance 
and Whanty, the treasures of civilization and of 
industiT, alone capable of softening here below the 
mournful destiny of man 

His orders traversed with the rapidity of lightning 
the lino of coast from Toulon to the mouth of the 
Tiber He assigned, with admirable precision, the 
place of meeting, to some before hlalta, to others 
before Alcxandna. All these orders he dictated to 
me m his oavn closet It nas ho, not the Directory, 
nho hastened the expedition DoubtIe«s, he nas 
seconded nith perfect good mil They dreaded hi« 


sonal considerations hhnded them to all other views, far 
from facihtating, the Directors ought to have opposed, 



KAroi.r.ox noNArAUTi:. 


101 


this cxppdifion. liltininti'h* for immf- 

(lintoh'for Franro, a victory on the A»hV>' wonM have 
lircn of far inoro than one on tiio iSih*. This 
flcsiro of grltiii"’ rid of one whoso talonlv and conipo- 
tition they feared, eaneed them to shut their eyes to 
evident danger, in depriving t!ie ronnfry of a nolde 
army, of many illnstri»nis gen<>rals so often leaders to 
victory, mid to the prohahle loss of the fleet, ivliile 
relations with foreign powers were at best Imt ill 
assured. As to llonnparle, he was fully conviiua;d 
that there remained for him no ehoire between this 
hazardous adventure and deslruetion. At the same 
time, Egvjit ajijieared n proper field on nhich to 
maintain his fame, and to exalt yet higher the splen- 
dour of his name. 

A short time hefore oiir departure, I ashed how 
long' ho intended to remain in (he East. “ A few 
months, or six years,” was the rejdy j “ nil dejionds 
upon events. I shall colonize the country, and carry out 
artists, avorkraen of all descriptions, \vomcn, actors. 
We arc otil}* twenty-nine; we must ho thiily-fivc. 
That is no ago. These six years -will siiflice me, if 
things succeed, to reach India. Tell all ihos'C who 
talk to you of your departure, that you arc going to 
Brest. Say the same to yonr own family.”. 

The following list of hooks, for a camp library, 1 
copy from a paper in his own hand, given me when 
I went to make the purch.ascs. The volumes wore in 
18mo, and will shew what he preferred in scionee 
and literature. I have, however, corrected the ortho- 
graph)', and cannot help reinurlving-, how, knowing 
tlie UTiters so well, he could liavcuTittcn, for instance, 
Ducecling, Ocean. Certainly, to divine that this 
latter meant Ossian, it needed aii infiraatc acquain- 
tance inth his favourite passion for the bard of Cale- 
donia. 

I. Science and the Art .';. — Plurality of Worlds,- 
Fontenclle, 1 vol. Letters to a Gcimau Princess, 2. 
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Coarse of the Korm'il School, C Treati'ie on Artil- 
lexy, 1 On Fortifications, 3 On Fit^-'Works, J 
II Geography and TrateU — Barclay’s Geopra- 
phy, 12 Tols Cook’s Voyapes, 3 La Haipe’s Col- 
lection of French Vojage«t,24 toIs 
III, History — Hntorch, 12 roll Turenne, 2 
Conde, 4 ViUars, 4 Liixemhoui^, 2 Dun;uesclin, 
2 Saxe, 8 hlcmoirs of the French Marshals, 20 
President Hamault, 4 Chronology, 2 Marlborouph, 

■ ^ ^ o » » » T» ry of India, 

! < • ^ ! I I >ay on the 

• t Polybius, 

6 Justin, 2 Aman, 2 Tacitus, 2 Lit 3 ,toLs — 
ThuCTdide8,2 V€rtot,4 Deninn, 6 Frederic II, 8 
III— Poetry Ossiao, 1 Tasso, C Anosto, 0 
Homer, 6 Virpil, 4 Hennade, 1 Telcmaque, 2 
The Gardens, (Deblle,) 1 Masteroieces of the 
French Braina, 20 Fujitire Poetry, Select, 10 La 
Fontaine, vols — . 

V Fiction — Voltaire, 4 Heloise, 4 V erthcr, I 
Marmontel, 4 English Novels, 40 Le Sage, 10 
Provost, 10 

VI Pohtical — Old Testament and Neiv Tlie 
Koran The Vcdani Mythology Montesquieu. 
Spirit of Lavrs * (In all, 820 vols ) 

Our remaining stay in Pans offers nothing of 
moraenk if it he not a confession made to me hy 
Bonaparte some hours before our departure foe Toulon 


solely for the purpose of saying something to brealv 
this long silence, if he always remained quite rcsoltcd 

• All these works were m French J.ot one is mentioned as 
in the onjnnal There appeal* « *ad affectation la lie title anti 
contents of the last diruion. — - Trmdatw 
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upan qtntlinir Fnincc. “Yrs! I haw trirtl fvory 
tinnir; they v.ill not hoar of jny propO'-ni, (most 
prohahly roforrin^’ 1<» the Diroj-torshiji.) 1 mi;rht turn 
ihom Cinf, anti mako inysolf kintr; httt that mu'-t not 
he (houyht of yet : thr' nohlos mnihl novor ronsont : I 
liavo sonntletl them ; the time 5*^ not etime. 1 shmihl 
ho alone. I nill tla^zlo these sentry vet !” “ Well, 

then, we .‘;haU iro t«» I-'iryjif,” I merely nqilh'd, nml 
clmnired the ronversatitm. 

Some warmth shewn hy llernailolle, at Vienna, 
delayed this journey for hfteejt days. I’.nf it is an 
error to state, as has been done, that this afl'air 
had inspired the idea of renonnein;: the expedition 
alto:rether. Tlit! rontniry is provoil, hy a letter to 
Bniey.s, of 2tsth April. — “ i^ome tlillerences, which 
have just happened at Vienna, will retpiire my pre- 
sence for .some days in Paris. This ^vi!l in no wise 
aOhet the e.xpcdifioti. I send an order, hy the ^jresejit 
conrior, for the troops at INInrseilles to emhark and 
repair to Toulon. On the oveninf: of the 30th, T will 
send you iiistnictions to <re( all on hoard, and dej)art 
with the stpiadron for Genoa, when? I will join yon.” 
The change of destination, also the inyslerions visit 
of Barras, all must he hanished to the class of fables 
aloiiffwith the “ honouttihle exile, ostracism,” {tc. &c. 

Wc left Paris, I\hiy 3d, 1708, Ten days before our 
departure for the eouquost of Egypt and Syria, a 
prisoner escaped from the Temple, who was so 
powerfully to contribute to its failure.^ This llight 
was full of futurity, .since a forged order on the minister 
of police of France jireventcd the revolution of the 
East- Bonaparte, aAvarc from the English movements, 
that not a moment ivas to bo lost, beguiled the 
uneasiness of ten day’s detention by contrary ndnds 
in the most senipnious survey of the fleet; ami, 
continually occupied n itb bis array, addressed the 
soldiers in an animated harangue, ' which I wrote 


^ Sir Sidney Smith. 
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under Ins dictation, and to uhich tliey replied, by 
Onthusiastie shouts of “ Xiye tbe immortal republic.” 

"WlioeTcr has been acquainted n ith Madame Bona- 
parte, knous that there hare been few >vomen so 
, f n-i -p j ; 

* • * society, 

■ ■ s it n-as 

impossible tor him to Know, after separation, nhen 
he should see her aif^n, or if they nere cier to 
be re-united in this norld; so, I can assert, (hat 
nothin" could he more tonchin" than their farewell. 

T - 'fill »• , . . p 


Ian presents at your tribunal old men and females, to 
declare, that in tlie midst of combats, ye haTerespccted 
the a"ed and the noracn even of your enemies. 
Tile soldier who signs a sentence against one inca- 
pable of bearing arms, is a coward.” This letter 
saved one unfortunate being actually under sentence, 
and gave much satisfaction throi^nout the army of 
the eYpedition. Tlie tone of the action, however, is 

m --1 ..Y 1a irlA^ l.A 


dreading the vengeance of these enactments, applied to 
TOC, learning I was in want of a domestic. He pleased 
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me, nnti was c-iiLra"''’!* Aj»jtri‘lu'nsivo, Imwovrr, of liis 
hi'iuir Koizcd v iu'it wc \\4*io to t aii'arlc. I npjtjit'tl to 
(tcMU’ral JJunajiaH*', wiio s;u<l, with an nm-nt «f 
kimhipss, Give him my jmritoiio to e;irry, mul let 
him keep iiv von.” The wonU, “ lUmajmrte, eom- 
mamler-iiwhicf of the anny of the East,'* were i»- 
srrihoil in lar^e h-tt<T.s rtf {;«hl npon the heaulifnl 
^rveen morocco cover. Was it the. portfolio, or hi.s 
aceompanyiti": ns, wh.ich saved .Simon V 1 know not ; 
hut, he jtassed freely. I could not forbear M'oldinsj 
the r;\.scal, however, for havinir, hy certaiti very intel- 
H<ril)le and provoking: smiles, set m defiam-e tlie sullen 
looks of those who had been chari'cd with his caplnre. 
He served me faithfully, and was jrr.iteful to tln^ 
Gencnil, as will apjiear in the sequel. 


CHAPTER XI. 

vovagt; to r.oYPT — captoki; or mai.ta — Nt;t.snN’.s‘ 

PI.Cr.T — AMi:sr,MP.NTS, OrCfPATtONS, and llAUtTS 
OF nONAPARTi: AT SKA — ANKf DOTF.S — I.ANt)IN«4 — 
AKKXANDUIA TAKKN — KI.KIIKR — AIIAUS — ADVKN- 
TUUE. 

The squadron sot sail on the Ifkli IMay. The 
admiral’s ship, L’Orient, bcinff overloaded, drew , too 
much water, and took the protind. She Avas disen- 
gaged Amthout difficulty, accident, or perceptible delay. 
Yet both before and after the buttle of Abonkir, pre- 
sentiments Avere thence derived of her linal misfortune. 
I add, Avith regret, that I have often heard such tales 
repeated hy sensible men. 

We amved before Malta on the lOtli June. The 
understanding opened Avitli Europe, during and after 
the ncgociations at Campo-Formio, had not so com- 
pletely succeeded as to give us at once possession 
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of that celebrated fortress Bonaparte now sliened 
lumself much irritated i^inst those nho had been 
sent to prepare matters Yet Dolomieu had aftern ards 
reason to repent his reputation in the transaction, 
while Potissie^ie had done all he could in this 
tnal of seduction still success avas not complete 
’ ’ and a fen cannon 

commander m-chief 
■ • I lad serred in Italy 

nith much credit, to land and attack the nestern 
quarter of the island Tins was effected mth much 
prudence and abihty But as to those in the secret, 
all this nas knonoi to he but form’i>-sal e , these 
hostile demonstrations n ere not follow ed up They 
n ere necessary to save the honour of the knights 
of the cross, and that nos all they meant Those 
who know the place, know also that it could not 
have been tal en in two dajs by a licet in our cir* 
cumstanccs, pursued by an enemy, ne had not a 
moment to lose, and cveiy instant might ha\o been 
surprised by that enemy in afflicting disorder, and 
totally destroyed Tlie impregnable fortress of JLalta 
IS so entirely secured against an assault, that Gene 
rol CaSarclli, after e:ca&uaing the fortifications with 
the greatest care, said, jii my presence, to the com 
mandcr in-chief, “ Upon ray word. General, Me were 
extremely fortunate in haring friends Mithin, had 
it been only to open the gates to us ” This ncqui 
sition has lieen mogniGcil into an astonishing mo- 
tory — a prodigy of wisdom and valoiirl ^\hat a 
pity I — it was barefaced treason e ma} judge, then, 
of the value of Ifapoleous assertions at St Helena 
“ The capture of JIalta was not om ing to private 
understandings, but to tlic foresight of the com- 
mander in-chie£ It Mas in Mantua I took Malta." 
It does not aery plainly appear what is the meaning 
of “ Slalta taken by foresight in Mantua " But it is 
no less true, that I m rote, under his dictation, a lot of 
instioictions for these «arae “pnaate understandings " 
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Najioloon Imc nl^o srtM (o nuotluT iioM*’ rotnpanion 
of Ills oxih' : *' Malln ocrtaiidy iiuiiii‘ii‘-(> 

jiliysiral, luit no mor.il, inoaiis of ‘I'ho 

Kiiitrlils (lid nothin" di'i"r;irefnl. 'Dioyroiild not liold 
out nstTiin'it itnjio'-'-ihility.” No; hut ihoy ytrhh'd 
ihciH'-clvos. Tho MicrrS'-fiil mot tiro of Malta n as 
assurod, hofor*' tlu> ihu-t ijuittcd Tfiulon. 

(Ino of the first arts of lUmajiarte u as to set at liberty 
(he Turkish prisoners, and clear the (lispustiiu: L'nllevK. 
This M as a deed of reason and humanity. His lime 
avas devoted to providiu", with eijual activity .nud 
talent, for the administration and defence of the 
island. His only relaxation, an occasional walk in the 
pretty extensive wardens of the "nind master, where 
Me regaled on the delicious frnit of the magnificent, 
orange trees, proved alike jdeasing to ns all. On 
the ioth of .Tunc, m o look our denartun* from Malta, 
M'liich onr leader never im.agineil he had taken for 
the English. Tliey rcfpiiled him hut .srnrvily for 
that piece of service. Sever.il knights aeeompatiied 
u-s, liaviiig' obtained employment hotli in the civil find 
inilitarv dejiartments. 

Dunng the night of the 22d, the lio.stile .srjuadron 
M'as almo.st upon us, passing M ithin six leagues of the 
Prcnch fleet. Nelson, having learned at hlessina the 
capture of M.alta, on the very day m o left the island, 
made directly for Alexandria, M hich.ho conceived to 
he our destination. Thus, taking the shortest route, 
setting all sail, and uncncuinhorcd M'ith couvoy.s, he 
reached the hay of Alexandria on the 28th, three day.s 
before our fleet. The French sqnndrou shajied its 
course, first for Candia, M liicli M'as seen on the 2.511), 
and then to the sonthM-.n'ds, favoni'ed by the Etesian 
M'inds, M'hich hloM- regnlarlj’- at this season. By this 
means, all ari'ived safe on the SOtli June before 
Alexandria. 

. The rcmai'kahle saying of Bonaparte to (he pupils 
of a school M'hich ho had one day visited, “ Young 
people, every hour of time lost, is a chance of misfor- 
tune for future life,” may be considered as, in some 
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measure, forming; tbe rule of his omti conduct. Per- 
Imps no man ever better understood the Table of 
time; of which our passage appears to me a stoking 
instance. !'’*'■ •• * ’ <* ’ ' 

Mjthal to e . 

defect, by ■ * 

listening tc 

attached to the eipedition; for he, probably, -n&i the 
only man in the fleet, who never experienced ennui 
for ■ ■■ — ' *■ 

wi 

most usually ran upon chemistry, mathematics, and 
religion; as also u'lth General CaflareUi, whose con- 
versation, rich in facts, « as, at the same time, lively, 
' ‘ ^ ’■■■ ‘‘ ' 0'“- — •r -mer philo- 

favourite, 
, M-itbout 
' yet Ae- 
>as, which 
On this 
his com* 



He Luuverseil wiiii lue auuuiai, miicu uk. bUL*ji-i.t) 
always respected naval manojuvres, of which he 
shewed great desire to obtain knowledge; and no- 
thing more astonished Bruej-v, than the sagacity^ of 
his questions. I was present when, one day, having 
asked how the ships would he brought into action 
in case of attack, he declared, after bearing the reply. 


each foot, rendered the ship’s pitching less perceptible, 
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nml, ooiipcqurntly, roHovrtl tl»' frrun 

Itc ‘-■oart'rly rvor frro. I rmiainf'il nlino-;! ah\ nv.'- 
vntli him, ri'adiii? nloitd KUno of tiio favourite worijs 
oomposiu" his eamp liltnvn’. J?omi'limcs, too, ho 
nmusod Ihmsolf for -wholo hours u ltli llio oaptaiiis of 
stirh vcs*-‘ols as we hailed, when, havinir satjsfied his 
curiosity, he pormiUed them to depart, exaetiuir a 
promise to say nothin'^ of their meetitiji with the 
French squadron. 

While we were at sea, he rarely pot up hefore ten, 
when he hroahfasted. At dinner, he had aluays 
company, in addition to the ndminil, his own stall* 
and the colonels on hoard, who repnlarly dined at the 
table of the commander-in-chief. As there tvere tn o 
thousand souls on hoard, and amtnip these many 
distinguished men, rhoiee could he daily made. One 
of his greatest pleasures, dttring the passage, tens, after 
these dinner parties, to npjmint three or fotir ])ersons 
to support, and as many to impugn some proposition. 
These discussions had an ohject : the Oencnil (Ims 
created opportunities of studying the talents of those 
whom it nas his interest to know Ihoronphly, in 
order, afterwards, to emjdoy them according to their 
c.apahilities. A cirrumst.ance, here, n ill not surprise 
those who have been admitted to intimati; converse 
with Bonaparte; in these enconntei's of the wits, he. 
constantly gave the jtreferenco to him who had main- 
tained an extravagant coiicejttion with ability, over 
the advocate of common opinion and reason. It 
not solely superiority of address which determined hi.s 
judgment, fovhe really preferred a clover defence of an 
absurdity, to an equally able argument in favour of 
the rational view. He, himself, always jiroposed the 
subject to be discussed, gcnerallj'' selecting questions 
on religion, on the difl’crent forms of government, on 
the art of n’.ar. One day, “ Arc the planets inhabited ?” 
another, “ What is the age of the world ?” a third, 
“ W’ill our earth be destroyed by Avater or b}' fire ?” 
again, “ Tlie truth or falsehood of presentiments, and 
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tlie interpretation of dreims,” formed the iDi]_airy. 
This last, 1 well remember, was su^ested by the 
remembrance of Joseph, as closely connected nntli 
the land n hither n e n ere bound No country, indeed, 
presented itself to our view, n ithout caUin"- up in 


tsicilian bea, on a beautilul erenin^, at sunset, I 
thought I descried the summits of the Alps This 
seemed to the General a mistaken fancy, and he 
laughed at me accordingly t the admiral being referred 
to, confirmed my obserration, after examining the 
horizon through his telescope “ The Alps !” At this 
word I think^I still behold Bonajiarte; I see him 

. s I . 

! I • • 

me These mountains orerlook the plains' nhere I 
hare so often led to nctoiy the soldiers of France I 
With them, ehaU conquer etiU I” It formed, in 
truth, at this penod, one of his roost ogreeahlo 
employments, to recall the splendour of former cam* 
paigns, seeking to read in the past a Inppy presage 


his taste for this art may be said to liaTe*lvcpt pace 
with his poner, as a love of the muse manifested 
itself only after his elevation to the empire. As if be 
had wished to prove, that be possessed not only the 
genius of sovereignty for commanding men, but also 
the instinct of those anstocintic pleasures, the enjo;^- 
ment of which is reckoned, in the eyes of their 
people, among the essential attnbutes of kings. 
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faith h thi'!, — ‘ There h no other God tut God, and 
Mahomet is his prophet.* Do not gainsajr them j In e 
mtli them as youhaye done nith the Jews,— -n-ith the 
Italians ; pay the same deference to their muftis and 
their imaums, as you hare paid to the ratbins and 
the bishops; sheir to the ceremonies prescribed by 
the Koran, and to the mosques, the same tolerance 
as you liare shewn to the convents and the syna* 


In the course of the passage, particularly beta een 
blalta and Alexandria, I conversed often with the 


and above all, of the L’Orient; of the great numtier of 
transports; of the impertect arming of the men of 
war, and the feebleness of their crews. He assured 


M ould guarantee nothing. ** In case of an attack,’* 
ndded he, “ even by an inferior squadron, the con- 


morning of tte Ist July, the column of Sevenis 
announcing Alexandria The frigate Juno having 
been dlspatcbed for JI. Majallon, the French consul, 
it was near four o’clock nlicn he arrived, n very hol- 
low sen running. From him the commander-in-<hicf 
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Ills aj^prehensions, which, indeed, chiefly^ concerned 


dangers. In getting to the boats, the troops had to 
glide down the ships’ side by a rope, remaining sus- 
pended, till the returning wave brought the shallop up 
to their level. "We had to lament some loss ; but every 
thing had led to anticipations of greater misfortunes 
than actually experienced. About one o’clock in 
the morning of July 2, we first set foot on the soil 
ofEg^t at JIarabou, three leagues east of Alexan- 


yrere scaled, and, in a short time, French valour had 
triumphed over all opposition. 

The first blood n Inch I saw flow in this mir was 
that of General Kleber; be Lad been struck by a ball 


the attack. This was the first time I Itnd spoken to 
Kleber, and our intimacy dated from this day. I had 
the satisfaction to render him some assistance. I con- 
fess it M ith pain, the sentiments then experienced In 
his favour soon lost much of their armtli. Egoti>ni, 
I discovered, quickly dbplaccd in Ins breast (bo^se 
benevolent depositions ton ards misfortune nhich arc 
the happy attribute of youth. 
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it has been attempted to create tli6 capture of 
Alexandria, nducli fell in a fen' horn's, into a great 
feat of arms. The General himself •«Tote, that the 
city 'H'as taken after a little firing; the walls, poorly 
defended, were very soon scaled. Alexandria was 
not given np to pillage; as repeatedly asserted. This 
would have been a very absurd commencement of the 
conquest' of Eg 3 'pt, in which there were no fortified 
places to intimidate by such an examine. On tho 
contrary, Bonaparte marked his entry into this capital 
by acts of Idndness and generosity. Berthier, in his 
official relation, speaks here the exact truth. . 

Bonaparte entered by an alley so narrow that two 
men could scarcely pass in front. I was with him. 
We were stopped by some mxisket shots, fired repeat- 
edly from a low window, by a man and a woman. 
The guides, who preceded their general, poured a 
volley into the apartment ; both the man and woman 
fell beneath their fire, and we passed on in safet}', for 
the city had capitulated. On the moiTOw, a h’eaty 
M'as entered into with the Arabs for the deliverance 
of the men carried off during the night march. They 
were restored for an hundred piastres. One, distin- 
guished from his fellows by behaAnour, w'as bi'ought 
before the commander-in-chief, who washed to obtain 
some i^ormation respecting these half savage hordes. 
On the first question. How he had been treated ? the 
man burst into tears, . giving to understand he had 
experienced the treatment so common in the East. * 
“ Grammercy, you have now got a good excuse for 
being on the sick list ; no matter, you have paid for 
your imprudence. You ought to keep by your corps. 
Thank your stars for having got off so cheaply. Come, 


, * The poor fellow Lad been (qualified for contributing to those 
aristocratic pleasui-es, which the ex-secretary considered a little 
ago as essential characteristics of kings ! Many Frenchmen were 
thus prepared for the royal chapel at Versailles, or the Pope’s 
band in the Vatican. — Translator. 
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don’t weep, but ansu er me.” The few hours, how - 
erer, passed in the company of the Arabs, and the 
hrutahty exercised upon Bm, had prevented the 
soldier from making the least ohserration : he could 
tell the General nothin". 

Bonaparte devoted the ten days he remained in 
Alexan^a, to organizinjf the dty and district, with 
that activity and talent, which I never could suffi- 
ciently admire, and in prepario" for the march of the 
army across the prormce of mhahireh. For this 
purpose, Desaix, with four thousand five hundred 
infantry, and sixty horse, repaired to Beda, upon the 
route to Damanhour. ITiis officer first encountered 
the privations and suffering of the campaign. Bis 
magnanimous character, hia devotion to Bonaparte, 
seemed ready to yield before the distress of the 
moment. " for God’s sake,” thus he wrote, so early 
as the 15th July, “ do not leave us in this position. 
The detachment is discouraged, and nmnnurs. Give 
vs orders to advance or to ^ hack, with all speed : 
the villages are mere hots, absolutely without re- 
sources.” In these arid plains, scorched hy thc'hcat 
of a tropical sun, wc often contended for n ater, so 
common elaeuherc; nells and springs, those secret 
treasures of the desert^ are hidden from the eager 
search of the traveller ; and oAcn, after cboaking 
marches, we found notBng to allay the imperious 
cravings of thirst, save a imekish and di'sgufiting 
fluid. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

ALEXANDRIA — MARCH ACROSS THE DESERT — SUFFER- 
INGS — MISCHANCE — HARSHNESS OF BONAPARTE — 

BATTLE OF THE FLOTILLA BATTLE OF CHEBREISSE 

OF THE PYRAMIDS DEFEAT OF THE MAMELUKES 

CAIRO ORGANIZATION OF EGYPT BATTLE OF 

. ABOUKIR DESTRUCTION OF THE FRENCH FLEET — 

CONSEOUENCES — VINDICATION OF BRUEYS. 

What disparity Letwcen the city of Alexandria, as 
represented in history, and the melancholy town of 
modern times ! Wliere formerly were crowded nine 
hundred thousand inhabitants, we numbered scarcely 
six thousand. That city, formerly so magnificent, 
we found without fortifications ; and, strictly speaking, 
without even vestiges of w^hat it had been; there 
appeai-ed merely some columns torn from the ancient 
ruins, and applied in miserable taste to modern 
constructions. The quay of the old port is itself but 
a mass of broken columns of marble and granite. 
Two monuments only w'ere entii’e and erect, the 
pillai' of Pompey, and the obelisk of Cleopatra ; but 
nai’dly any remains to be seen of the Roman ; nope 
of that city which contained the tomb of Alexander. 

Before taking possession of Egypt, Bonaparte 
addressed various proclamations to the Pacha, to the 
commandant, and, on entering Alexandria, to the 
natives of the country, exciting them against the 
Beys’, from whose yoke he pretended to have come 
to relieve them. Again, a few days after, he wrote 
to the Directory, describing his operations, from the 
time of leaving Malta to the captirre of Alexandiia. 

The 7th July, we set out for Damanhour, across 
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the rast plains of Bohahireh: these arc not, as 
reported, a desert. WTiile the army nas toilin" 
onmirds beneath a bumin'* sun, the torments of the 
soldiers were augTnented by the Illusion of nater, 
which the mirage, so tv ell knoTm in tropical climes, 
unceasingly renewed, at the rery moment, too, when 
all felt the {rreatest sufferings from thirst. The' 
Arabs harassed the march without intermission; they 
emptied or infected the few cisterns and springs found 
in these vast Kolitude". Once exhausted the wells 
are long in replenishing, and the soldier who, from 


ihese ujsies wiiu tue speea ot iigutning; but tiie 
troops already evpre««ed their sufferings in frequent 
murmurs of mscouragement. 

On the first night of our march, a mischance 
occurred, which might have been fatal to the staff, 
and to the commander*in-chief. Wc w'erc advancing 
through the darkness, with only a weak escort, almost 
all fast asleep on our horses. Suddenly, tw o volleys of 
ft w'cU sustained fire were directed upon us: weawoke, 


had not heard the challenge of the outposts. 

Arrived at Damanhour, the staff established the 
head quarters in the sheik’s Iioiwc, which, newly 


filthy and in tatters. ‘Wefoond nothing — absolutely 
nothing, for the convenience of life. Bonaparte know 
the proprietor to be rich j and, by kindness, haring 
inspired the sheik with some confidence, asked 
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through the interpreter, U'hy, having wheren-ithal, 
he thus deprived himself of every requisite, assiming 
him, that an unreserved answer should be attended 
until no ill consequences. " Look at ray feet,” said the 
old man ; “ some years ago I repaired my divclling, 
and purchased a little furniture ; this found its wa)"^ to 
Cairo ; a demand for moiic}’’ followed, because I was 
thus proved to bo rich ; I refused paj^ment ; they 
maltreated me, .and forced me to pay. Since then I have 
reduced myself to the barest neccss.arics, and noiv no 
longer repair any thing.” In effect, he w.allced noth 
difficulty from this infliction. Sjiies.aro cverjnvherc 
ready to denounce the mere suspicion of being rich ; 
and in this unfortunate country, it is only by an 
appearance of the most abject poverty, that the 
rapacity of power and the cupidity of b.arbarism can 
be escaped. 

In this our head quarters, .an insignific<ant troop 
of mounted Arabs came to insult us by their presence. 
Bonaji.arte, who was at the window, indignant at this 
.audacitj', turned to young Croiscr, an aide-dc-c.amp in 
attendance, saying, “ Here, Croiser, take some of the 
guides,''' and chase me .aw.ay these i-agamufiins.” In 
an instant, Croiser appeared in the plain, with fifteen 
guides, Tlie little band ciig.agcd. We beheld the 
combat from the window. But there appc.arcd in 
the ordei-s, and in the attack, an hesitation unexpected 
by the General. He called out from his window, as 
if they could have heard, “ Adv.ance, uall you 1 
Cliarge!” After a short, but pretty obstinate com- 
bat, in which our horsemen retired .as the Arabs 

• The Guides wctc r favourite ImuU- of men, felccfed from flic 
whole army for iheir bravciy .and intclHirenco. Their cipeeial 
chity nT.*; 10 wntch wer the jierf/mal safety of the cominamlcr- 
iti-ehii'f. Bonaparte inMitiitefI lliw corp« thirin" the Italian 
eampnipi, from having narrosvlv eie-apcl iK-ia^ taken liy n da'h 
of a fnr .\u'.tri»n trooj^er*. Ther were MtiiHijuently nameil 
" rhasv-.ini of the psani." Their unifonn, preen, facet! with 
re>l, wav the drevs of rf.ajwl eon.— TmiifJalor. 
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ndTanced, the latter finalljr -withdre^^ , unmolested, 
nnd u ithout loss The General s nn"er could not be 


}«ra j ill was in ram " I n-iH not szirvtre this” said 
the youth , “ I mil expose myself to certain death 
on the first occasion that presents , I will not lire 
dishonoured’ The word eonard had been pro- 
nounced Croiser found the death he sought at St 
Jean d Acre 

On the 10th, we marched to Kahmahameh where 
Alexander’s canal commences, and where those of 
the ciTil service were emharlsed on hoard the Flo- 
tilla that their horses might serve to mount a few 
men more The Flotilla was commanded by Perrie, 
formerly commodore of tho natal forces of the 
Adriatic, n ith orders to keep on the flank of the 
orray, thus giving and receding protection On 
the 13th, at night, both militaiw and natal forces 
1 egan to ascend hy the left bank of the riter, but 
the force of the mnd, which at this season blons 
directly up the viUc^ of the Nile, enmed us a head 
of the army In this situation n e found ourseltcs 


lined both hanks Oar xeheijucs were nnned until 
only small cannon m the boas, bo that, casting 
anchor, we maintained a tery disodvantagcous Con 

P 1 11, It piln nt Jjjp 

I took 

the 

creu s neiore our c) vh hoi i ug uji lu iis ii o i eaJs of 
our companions hy the Iwuf At length, the appear- 
ance of a detachment of the army saved us from 

,1 1 t T» 
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the river, having suffered hut little, after an engage- 
ment, Avhere, on our side, tu'cntj' men vere •wounded, 
several slain, and in Avhich both parties had fired 
npu'ards of fifteen hundred cannon-shot.* 

hIcan^^’hile, the amy had encountered a body of 
about 4000 Mamelukes^ at Chebreisse. This village, 
us the commander-iu-cluef afterwards told me, it was 
his intention to have turned, and, enclosing the hlame- 
lukos betu’cen the French and the Nile, utterly to 
cut them off. Ai)prehcnding, from the cannonade, that 
our situation was perilous, he had, however, changed 
hLs plan, attacked tliem in front, and, after defeating 
and driving them back upon Cairo, made the move- 
ment upon his left, which saved us. 

■\Vo continued our navigation, and were without 
coramunicjitions from the army until the 23d July, 
On the 22d we beheld the Pyramids ; and the same 
day, the sound of a distant cannonade, which con- 
lihucd to increa.se as the north wind lulled, announced 
that a serious affair was going forward. We now 
beheld the banks of the Kile covered with naked 
dead ; the bodies becoming more numeroiis at every 
turn, were thrown by the waves upon the shore, or 
borne sullenly along towards the sea. This horrible 
spectacle; the solitude of every village, so lately in 
ceaseless hostility against ns; the inexplicable tran- 
quillity of our course, no longer troubled l)y musketra', 
now from the one haivk, now from the other, or from 
holh at once, made us presume, with some assurance, 
that a battle, fatal to the IMainelnkes, had taken pbce. 
But we had need of certain intelligence. The misery 
which overwhelmed us during this navig.ition is not 
to be dejcrilied. For eleven days wc bad been re- 
duced to biscuit and water, obliged to oppose at every' 
moment tbo fire of the Arabs and Fellan.s,froin which 


• In ibi' oiTici'.l tllqistcb .innounnna this enenceraent. ntnenij 
a fi-.v ef ibr eivii *rn iri', Mntijre on'l Itenrrkaiic ere iricntk'.'.wl 
hseic;; lerhly 
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tbc deitli of some, ind tbe troQnds of many of our 
companions, seemed, in onr circumstances, not so 
licary a nnsom as iro had reason to expect The 
nscofthe Nile ’ * i i 

ness of its stre 
and to pet on 

Cairo, uhere I uuivea, on tuexiu, ai uireo iii lue 
afternoon 

Scarcely had I saluted the commander in chief, after 
a sepintion of tu elve days, when he accosted me m 
these terms •— ** Ah ! so you arc come, then * You 
are the cau<e — you and the others — that I failed in 
♦heoh/ectof my combat at Cbehreme, it wis to save 
jou, — Monpe, BerthoUet, and others on board the 
riotilla, — that I b'Lstened my raoiemcnt on the left 
towards the NJe, before my npht had enclosed Che- 
hreisse, from which not a Mameluke should have 
escaped me ” For my part,” repbed J, " you have 
toy best thanks ", but, in conscience, could yon ibandon 
tie, n hen you had taken away our horses, and put us, 
svhethcr we n ould or no, on hoard tint same Flo- 
tilla ^ ’ He fell a lanphiop; hut afterwards testified 
lion sincerely he felt the loss no had sustained The 
same evening InTote to his brother Loins,— •“ Tlie 
commander-in-clucf chaises me, my dear Loins, to 
'innoiince to you the victory pained yesterday orer 
the Slamelukes, It is complete The battle nats 
foupht at Embahch, opposite Doulac Tlie enemy’s 
loss IS estimated, in killed and wounded, at tn o tlion- 
sand, forty pieces of cannon, and many horses Our 


quence of the victory of Embaheh Indeed, the mardi 
of the French army towards that city had been an 
uninterrupted succession of combats nnd of tnumphs. 
Conquerors at Bahmahanieh, at Cliebreisse, at the 
Pyramids, the Jlamclukes defeated, tlieir chie^ Moumd 
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Bey, forced to flee into Upper E^ypt, ttiere was no 
longer any obstacle preventing onr entrance into the 
capital, after a campaign of only tyrenty days. Bona- 
parte had preceded this occupation by proclamations 
of a most pacific tendency, addressed to the Sheiks, 
to the inhabitants, and to the Pacha of . Cairo. He 
wrote also to Kleber, who, on account of his wound, 
had been left commandant at Alexandria, giving an 
account of the campaign, and issuing ordei’S, finishing 
thus: — “ At the moment of UTiting, I find a letter 
from Louis in a garden belonging to Mamelukes, which 
j)roves that one of yom* coiuiers has been intercepted.” 
This was Ins omi unfortunate aide-de-camp Julian, an 
interesting ymung officer, and of gi’eat hopes, who, nith 
fifteen soldiers, as was afterwards discovered, had been 
butchered at the village of Alkam, on the Libyan 
bank of the Nile. The commander-in-chief issued an 
order to burn and plunder the village. This was 
executed; but no trace of the fatal event could be 
discovered, for all had fled: only, in the dust of a 
deserted hut, the soldiers found the regimental button 
of a vest, bearing the number of the corps which had 
furnished the escort of poor Julian. 

Immediately on the fall of Cairo, the commander- 
in-chief turaed his attention to the civil and military 
orgairization of the country. He should have been 
seen in this season, wliile in full vigour of manhood ; 
nothing escaped his rare penetration, his indomitable 
activity. Egypt, long the object of his study and 
meditations, was as well knoum to him in a , few 
weeks as if he had sojourned therein ten years. The 
order to observe the -most severe discipline, was re- 
peated and strictly enforced. The mosques, ciril and 
religious institutions, harems, women, customs, u'ere 
scrupulously respected. Short time had elapsed, 
wlien already the French, admitted into the houses, 
might be seen living peaceably, with the inhabitants, 
smoking a pipe with them, assisting in their labours, 
and amusing their children. Thus, scarcely having 
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country, appointed provisional goTemments in all the 
oties and provinces occupied liy our troops These 
■n ere to regulate their proceedings by a code of only 
four articles, but which had been ^wn up after 
seeing, consulting, and examining all from whom 
information could be drawn — *1 A divan of seien 
persons to watch over the general police of each 
province II The internal mihtary defence of each 
province, intrusted to an aga of the Janissaries, with 
sixty men, to act with the French commandant. 
IIL An intcndant, with the requisite subordinates, to 
collect the revenues, as formerly belonging to tho 
Mamelukes, now to the republic IV A French 
commissary to correspond between the mteudant and 
the general finance aaroinistration 

While the commander in*chief si'as thns actively 
engaged in orgamziog his conquests, be learned that 
Ibrahim, the most powerful of the Beys after ^Ionrad, 
of whom General Desatx had j^ne in pursuit, ivas 

P T 1 


(lays Jilie results ot tins campaign, lut mieai oi 
Ibrahim at El Arjeh, are known to everyone, be- 
sides, I enter little into the details of battles, limiting 
mys^f to facts which t have mj self sntucssed, and to 
rectifying accredited errors Something too, more 
important Still, requirirs our attention During this 
*' * neirs amved at 

< of the French 

gust Tlieaide- 
V the intelligence, 

proceeJod, on my recoraraeodation, instantly to Ssle- 
hyeh, where Bonaparte then was and n ho immediately 
returned to Cairo, a distance of thirty three leagues. ) 
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On learning the tenihle catastrophe at Ahonldr, the 
coramander-in-chief seemed completely home down. 
His condition, I will even say, gave me extreme pain. 
And, indeed, with all the energy of his character, 
could he hear up at once against so many and so 
great griefs ? To the painful feelings aroused hy the 
ungenerous complaints, and the moral discouragement 
of his companions in anus and glory, was just added 
a misfortune incalculable, positive, iiTeparahle, — the 
conflagration of our fleet. His perspicacity measured 
at a glance all its fatal consequences. And yet men 
would have it, that considerations so momentous, a 
present so afflicting, a future so uncertain, made not 
upon the spirit of om* leader a profound and sormwful 
impression ! Truly, in feigning an insensibility, then 
foreign to his nature, liis panegyrists are deceived if 
they imagine thus to pronounce his eulogy. Is it 
necessary, because he was a great man, to make 
complete divorce between his feelings and humanity ? 

• Before the fatal first of August, it had been Bona- 
parte’s intention, the possession of Egypt once assured, 
to cany hack to Toulon the fleet, noAV become useless ; 
aud, after sending troops and necessaries of every 
description to Egjqit, to unite the fleet with aU those 
forces of France aud of her allies which the govern- 
ment would then have assembled against England. 
It is certain, that, before departing upon the eastern 
expedition, he had submitted to the Directory a note 
relative to these grand designs. Extraordinary and 
gigantic ideas occupied liira unceasingly; he ever 
redded a descent upon Britain as possible, but alwa}’^ 
as certainly fatal while we were so inferior at sea : 
by these diflorent manajmwes he hoped to gain the 
ascendency there also. By his sudden appearance and 
great preparations on the coast, he pm-posed either 
to effect a descent, the English fleet being absent in 
the Mediterranean, or hoped, by thus exciting alarms 
at home, at least to prevent troops being sent against 
'the force in Egjyt; or both these objects might be 
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successively accomplished. He delighted himself with 
the sublimity of dating a dispatch from the ruins of 
hleraphis, and three months after from the rich and 
populous city of London ! The loss of the marine 
destroyed all this combination, converting into an 
empty dream these romantic and adventurous con- 
ceptions. 


gave full vent to his emotion. 1 endeavoured to con- 
sole him, by representing how much more fatal the 
rencounter womd have proved, had it taken place in 
the open sea, and before the troops had disembarked, 
by the simple and very probable pcciurence of Nelson 
having remained only twenty-four hours lon«r before 
Aletandria. ** All,” said I, “ would then have been 
lost beyond remedy. Since wo are blockaded hew, 
we must and will hnd resources in onrselres. There 
’ ’ " urity 

’ ■ 

’ ’mess, 

. “OJ 

And then, see you 
* ■ • • ' * It is every one’s 


^Vllat he said nns perfectly true at the time. 
From the first moment the array set foot in Egypk 
as can yet be proved by many witnesses, dislike, 
uneasiness, discontent, and longing for home, took 
possession of almost cveiy iodtvidual. The illusion 
of the evpedition had vanished at its > ery commence- 
ment. There remained only the reality, «nd that wls 


ppoi'ound^ affliction to Bonaparte, forcing from him 
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severe reproaches and intemperate sallies. That this 
is . the truth, -without the least exaggeration, the in- 
tercepted correspondence manifestly proved. For 
example, one from many of these intercepted letters 
thus proceeds : — “ We are in a country where all are 
dying of despair. If the army had known the situa- 
tion of things, before leaving France, not one of us 
would have embarked. Each would have prefeiTed 
death a thousand tunes to the misery we now endure. 
AVe have the enemy all around; in front, in rear, and 
on either flank. It is exactly La Vendee. Without 
exaggerating, there have died of thfrst alone, in the 
space of five or six days, from five to six hundred 
men. Universal discontent pi-evails in the army; des- 
potism had never attained its height tiU no-n'. Our 
soldiers have killed themselves in the very px*esence 
of the commandcr-iu-chief, exclaiming, ‘ This is thy 
doing.’ We have been tembly deceived in this enter- 
prise, so fair and so vaunted. We have seen soldiers, 
who, -witnessing the sufferings of their companions, 
have shot themselves through the head; others have 
been seen to leap into the Nile, with arms and Icnap- 
sack, and thus perish amid the waters. On seeing the 
generals pass, the soldiers call oxit, ‘ There go the 
butchers of the French !’ uttering a hundred impre- 
cations of the same sort. Of forty thousand Frenchmen, 
all languish to return ; there are not five -who think 
otherwise.” 

And, in truth, ivhat else could he expected ? disgust 
had in. every breast succeeded to enthusiasm. Instead 
of being assisted Ijy the inhabitants, -u hom we were 
ruining, under pretence of freeing them froin the yoke 
of the Beys, we found all against us : hlamclukes, 
settled Arabs, wandering Arabs, Fellahs. The life of 
no individual iv.is safe, who removed hut two hundred 
toiscs, Avhether from our stations or from the coiiis 
to wliich ho belonged. He fell into the liands of the 
enemy, ivho inflicted death, frightful tonnents, or a 
treatment, to Fi'enchmen, worse than cither. Com- 
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Mill become of us ? such was our real position. How 
severely, then, ^must the disaster of Aboukir have 


the moral •uvu^iii vi vimmuiviv viuviuiuu 

of thought, uhich had for on instant bent beneath 
the overwhelming burden of the disaster. He only 
repeated, in a tone difDcuU to concci\e, “ Unhappy 
Brueys, uhat hast thou done I” 

In regard to the catastrophe of uhicli ue now 
speak, blame has been attached to the memory of 


that Jetter, 



uriiK 


was eviucuuy lue xesmi oi Uiu^e 
u hich it uTis placed, and, above ah, of the feorfol 
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Biiseiy .Tphicli afflicted us during the first month of 
oiu* invasion; a misery wliich did not^alloiv of the 
naval force being victualled,, except from day to 
day — morsel by morsel. Noiv it is said, in the first 
place, that Brueys refused to set out for. Coi'fu, in 
opposition to -the reiterated and most positive orders 
of the commander-in-chief. But how could he set 
sail without provisions — prolusions with- which .it 
was impossible he could be supplied ? It is added, 
that the ordei-s to depart were repeated. When, , and 
by whom ? This is carefully concealed. - The truth 
is, that , from the 3d .Tiily to his unfoitunate end, 
Brueys had not received a single line from Bonaparte, 
so impossible was it to maintain correspondence ; u'hile 
tlie latter received all the admiral’s dispatches only 
on the 26th, at Cairo, too late for assistance. Brueys 
also is reproached for having obstinately awaited 
events. in an open roadstead. But how is it possible 
to believe that tlie adniii'al would have remained on 
the coast of Egj'^pt against the express orders of the 
General, who was also the commanding officer, whom 
he must have obeyed from superiority, if not from a 
sense of duty ? On this pai-t of the accusation, too 
great stress is laid upon the surveys and reports of 
Captain Barre ; but the reply of the admiral must also 
bo taken into consideration, where he maintains, and 
by excellent reasons, his opinion of the entrance to 
the hai'bours of Alcxaudj'ia being im 2 )racticfible to 
ships of such force as composed the s( 2 uadi'on. 

. It certainly n'ould be unjiist, under these circum- 
stances, to ascribe the loss of the fleet to Bonaparte : 
but why, atti'ibute this misfortune to the misconduct 
of Bi-ueys ? The disaster was in re.ality the fault of 
no . one, but the conscrpieiicc of a chain of events 
beyond human control. In accordance with these 
facts, I presented to Bonaparte the following scroll 
of a letter to the Directory : — “ Admiral Brueys could 
not enter the harbour of Alexandria, wliicli is loo 
shallo-u" for liuc-of-battlc ships. Imj)erious circum- 

VOL, I. t 1 
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his line was forced, notnitbstandin^ two mortar 
batteries had been pbmted on a point corenns* that 

You 
i men 
ombi- 

nation of nnfortunatc circumstances has been the sole 
cause, avUl doubtless ennee to you the necessity of 
exerting all your care, in order to send us speedy 
reinforcement, and other requisites for the army ” 
There nxis in this outline of a duipatch neither justi* 
fication nor censure , hut glancing it oxer, he returned 
my sketch uith a smile, sajing, “ It is too vague, too 
smooth , it mints effect — Youmust enter largely into 
details, \oa must speak of those avbo have 
tinguishoathern'ches And then jou saynot a word 
ofiortune, and according to you, Briioys isnithout 
reproach You do not know mankind '—leave it to 
me Write”— He then dictated tlie famous dispatch 
actually sent, in which the loss of the fleet forms 
merely an episode, coorlnding willi the celebrated 
sentence, “ and it was only when fortnne saw all her 
fwours useless, that she abandoned our fleet to lU 
destinj ”* 

I ought to declare, that Bonaparte himself laughed 
at the disguising of unfortunate events, always endea- 
vouring to withdraw the attention from the canso of 
niisforltinc> He never lu^itatcd to pervert the truth, 
when the truth w onld have diminished his glory He 
termed it foolishness to do otherwise And I here 


See Append x, £• 
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suited his purposes. He ofteu changed even' such 
communications of others as he caused to he printed, 
whenever these traversed his views, or would have 
reflected upon his reputation or actionsi or on the 
opinion which he desired should be entertained of his 
fame and achievements. 


/ . , CHAPTER XIII. 

OCCUPATION OF EGYPT — FATALISM — ^BONAPARTE A 
TURK — IDEAS ON RELIGION — INSURRECTION IN 
CAIRO — EXPEDITION TO SUEZ — ADVENTURE IN THE 

DESERT — ANECDOTES FOUNTAINS OF MOSES — ■ 

BONAPARTE IN THE RED SEA. 

The calamity of the fleet impressed upon General 
Bonaparte the necessity of promptly and securely 
organizing Egypt, where all things announced we 
were long to remain, unless forced to evacuate, an 
event he was far from either apprehending or fearing. 
The flight of Ibraliim and Mourad Beys, left him an 
interval of repose. War, fortifications, revenue admi- 
nistration, appointment of divans, commerce, science, 
the arts — all engrossed liis cares. His mind embraced 
all details u’ith Avouderful foresight ; success croAA’ned 
his efforts ; orders AA^erc issued inunediately, if not to 
repair the defect, at least to pi'evcnt its first dangers. 
Advantage Ai’as taken of those belonging to the fleet, 
A\-ho had escaped, to recruit our laud forces. On the 
21st August the Institute AA'as opened at Cairo, for 
the j)rop.agation and progress of intelligence in Egypt, 
for the study and collecting of its natuml history, its 
resources, its monuments — for every object Avliich 
promised to bo useful to Egyiit, to France, to 
humanity. 

The finances, too, Avere occasionally replenished by 
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sucli incidents as the foUotring one, which liketii«c 


being carried through the streets of the city, n ith 
a label afdsed stating hb crime. Kothing 'n-tu found 
aftonvards ; ha had taken his precautions ; but thb 
example facilitated the collection of tribute, and inti- 
midated certain other rich offenders, v> ho were not so 
resolute in their fatalism. Three or four millions, 
(from £ 100,000, to £150,000 sterling,) thus flowed 
in seasonably for the wants of the army. 

n I* . '* at the solem- 

. receives the 

’ the proper 

’ - ’ • anniversary 

festival of hlahoraet. It has been published, that at 
this season, Bonaparte took part in the religious 
ceremonies and external vvorslup of the Mussulmans ; 
but he did not actually celcbroto the rites connected 
with tho overflowing of the UUc, or the birth-day of 
the prol)hct. Things went on aceordimj to custom ; 
the usual observances took place j the 'Arks invited 
Bonaparte, and ho attended merely ns spectator; the 
presence of their , new master seemed to. gratify 
them. But he never thought of directing any solem- 
nity; that would have been o piece of folly, and he 
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A’ery easily conformed to received usages. He neither 
knew, nor learned, nor repeated, nor recited, any 
prayer from the Koran, as so many have asserted. 
These ceremonies, at which policy rendered it a. duty 
,to assist, were to him, as to all hy whom he was 
accom2)anied, but a curious novelty, an oriental spec- 
tacle. 

Doubtless, he constantly tuurned to account the 
absurdities of Islamism, biit never put foot within a 
mosque ; nor was ever habited, save once, aS a Turk. 
Religious tolerance was with him a consequence of 
a philosophic spirit. With him — and he has often 
talked to mo in this sense — it was an established 
maxim to regard all religions as the institutions of 
rtien, but everywhere to respect them, as powerful 
means of government.^- Every thing considered, I 
will not affirm that he would not have changed, had 
the conquest of the East been the price of conversion. 
It needs only to recall the , era of the Egyptian array, 
to be convinced, that, as respected his own soldiers, 
it Avas indifferent whether then* leaders spoke to 
them of Christians or Mahomet.ans, of bishops or 
muftis. For example, the general-in-cliief UTote to 
Klebcr, “ The Christians niu always be our friends ; 
we must take care they do not become too insolent, 
lest the Tmlvs conceive ag.ainst us the same fanaticism 
as against the Christians; this u’ould render them 
irreconcilable to ws.” Again, in uTiting at a later 
period to hlenou, he says, “ I thanlc you for the 
honoui-s you have paid to our prophet^' 

I must also acknou'ledge, that, -with the heads of 
the Mahometan priesthood, he hold frequent con- 
vci'sations on these sulyectsj but in all this there was 
nothing serious ; it was rather an .amusement. If 
Bonaparte ever spoke ns a hlussulman, ho did so 
in tile capacity of a military and political chief in a 
Mahometan country. On this depended his success, 


9 


See Appeadin, F. 
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sucli incidents as tte follonin^ one, srhich liken-ise 


interpreter, that he should pay the money, and assured 
him of pardon for his treason. He was a rery fine 


am not to die, n hy ^ve them?” , He persisted, and 
was executed at mid-day, three days after, his head 
heiu" carried through the streets of the city, nith 
a label affixed stating his crime. Nothing u'as found 
aftenvards : he had tahen his precautions; hut this 
esanplc facilitated the collection of tribute, and intU 
midated certain other rich offenders, -u ho n ere not so 
resolute in their fatalism. Three or four millions, 
(from ;£ 100,000, to ^ 150,000 sterling,) thus iloued 
in seasonably for the u.ants of the army. 

On the 18th, the general •was present at the solem- 
nily of opening the canal of Cairo, m Inch receircs the 
waters of the NUc, on their ottoining the proper 
height. Two days after occurred the annivcr&aiy 
fcsnral of Jlahomet. It has been published, that at 
this season, Donaparte took part in the religions 


Bonaparte, and ho attended merely ns spectator; the 
presence of their ,new roaster seemed to gratify 
them. But he nexer thought of directing any solem- 
nity; that •nould Ime been .i piece of foUy, and he 
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.very easily conformed to received usages! Hemeitlier 
knew, nor learned, nor repeated, nor recited, . any 
praj'er from the Konan, as so many have asserted. 
These ceremonies, at whick policy rendered it a duty 
to assist, were to him, as to all hy whom he was 
accompanied, hut a curious novelty, an oriental spec- 
tacle. 

Doubtless, he constantly turned to, account the 
absurdities of Islamism, but never put foot within a 
mosque ; nor was ever habited, save once, as a Turk. 
Heligious tolerance was with him a consequence of 
a philosophic spu'it. With him — and he has often 
talked to me in this sense — it was an established 
maxim to regard all religions as the institutions of 
hien, but everywhere to respect them, as powerful 
moans of government.* Every thing considered, I 
null not affiiTU. that he would not have changed, had 
the conquest of the East been the price of conversion. 
It needs only to recall the era of the Egyptian many, 
to be convinced, that, as respected his omi soldiers, 
it was iudiflFcrent whether their leaders spoke to 
them of Christians or Mahometans, of bishops or 
muftis. For example, the genci*al-in-chief nwote to 
Klebci’, “ The Christians null always be our friends ; 
we must take care they do not become too insolent, 
lest the Tm-k.s conceive against us the same fanaticism 
as against the Christians; this would render them 
irreconcilable to tis” Again, in muting at a later 
period to blcnou, he says, “ I thank you for the 
honours you have paid to our proj)het'' 

I must also acknowledge, that, with the heads of 
the blahometan priesthood, he held frequent con- 
vci'sations on these subjects; but in all this there was 
nothing serious ; it was rather an amusement. If 
Bonaparte ever spoke as a hlussulman, he did so 
in the capacity of a military and political chief in a 
blahomctan couutiy. On this depended his success, 


Sec Appeadbc, F, 
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tte safely of bis army, ao<l, consequently, lus plory. 
la CTCiy xejtion, be would hare acted on Ibe same 
principles. la'India, he w ould have been for All, for 
the Dalai Lama in llubct, for Confucius in Cbina- 
It is true, be had a TurLisb dress made for liirn, 
but only as a joke. One morning be desired me to 
begin breakfast, without waiting; a quarter of an 
hour after, be entered in bis new costume. Scarcely 
was he recognized, when we rccciTcd him svith the 

1. j 1.1 . 


•rapted to give a 

I ^ ‘en tried with 

Djeztar, Pacha of Acre, sumamed the butcher; but 
trustin" in his power, and in the protection of tbo 
English, n ho had been beforehand u ith us, be refused 
to receirc BcauvoUin, oiir enroy. The bearer of a 
second amicable letter bad bis Innd taken oiT at 
Aero. Bonaparte’s occupations, and the necessity of 
establishing himself more firmly in Egypt, prcTcntcd, 
for the present, the invasion of this pacnalic. 

From the period of the calamity at Aboiikir to the 
insurrection of Cairo, on the 22d October, Bonaparte 
sometimes seemed to feci the time long. Tliough 
occupied in so many ways, more iras yet w anted, 
fully to engage the singular activity of Ids tempera- 


e ■ . • I. 

nil,, ivi, iiKjiiciuiy uuiiii^ Imsv iiiuoiit, lie nuidu 
amuse himself by talking in the strangest manner. 
“ Beally,” ansn ered I, “ that n ould be no easy 
matter; you tldnk of so ronny thing**.” — “I 
thinking, then, tliough I know not if I shall sec 
France again, that, sbonld I cter return, my sole 
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ambition would be to make one brilliant campaig;n in 
Oermany, — in tbe plains of Bavaria; there gain a 
great battle, and avenge France for the defeat of 
Hocbstadt. After that, retii-iug to a country retreat, 
I should wish to pass a life of peace and tranquillity !” 
A long. dissertation on the advantages of canying- on 
war in Germany, followed. Such conversations were 
prolonged indefinite^ ; but he possessed the skill of 
infusing into them deej) interest 

At this season of repose and comparative inaction, 
at least to him, Bonaparte retired early. Every 
evening, I read sometliing ; if poetiy, he fell asleep ; 
but, when the Life of Cromwell nns asked for, I 
had little hope of getting to bed that night. During 
the day, he read and took notes, to pass time. Often 
did he revert to France, exjiressing a lively regret 
in being deprived of news : the inten-uption of 
correspondence created, indeed, a wearisome void 
in his habits of life, which he endeavoui'ed, among 
other expedients, to fill up by military displays. Of 
these, the most brilliant were the fete of the Republic, 
towards the end of August, and, especially, the 
celebration of the 1st, Vendemiaire, year VII. (22d 
September, 1798),* observed throughout all our 
stations in Egj'pt, but with especial magnificence at 
Cairo. Of these solemnities, ndiich thus threw a 
momentary distraction over the sameness of existence, 
one of the most exciting incidents was, undoubtedly, 
the General’s own address to his troops on the latter 
occasion. 'SVhen thej’^had defiled before him in excel- 
lent order, he spoke as follon s : — 

" We celebrate tlie firet day of tbe seventh year of 
the Republic. Five ycai*s ago, the independence of 
(be French people was threatened; but we captured 
Toulon ; that was the presage of rum to our enemies. 

. *. The republican year comracnccd at tbe autumnal cfpiinox. 
— Tramlator, 
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A year after, you defeated the Austrians at Dejd i 
The follon - * j . . r 

the Alps : ■ 

JIantiia 

Tictory of '■ * • , 

sources of * 

from Gerr , ' * , ^ ’ 

that to-day you should he on the shores of the Kile, 
jn the centre of tlie ancient continent ? 

“ From the Bnton, renoirned in arts and comniercc, 
to the ferocioos Arab of the Desert, yon lu. the 
re^ds of the n-orld. Soldiers ! your destiny is 
n(^le, because you are worthy of your achiercments, 
and of the opinion men entertain of you. You ^riU 
die uuth honour, like the brave, nfiose names are 
inscribed on this pyramid;* or yon uiH return to 
your natho land, covered with lanrele, hnd tho 
admiration of nil nations. Diinopr the fi\ e months 
•we have now been almnt from Europe, tvc h^te 
been the ohject of unceasing: solicitude to our coimtrj • 
men On this very day, tho thoughts of forty millions 
of fellou-citwens are mill us, all exclaim, It is to 
their toils, to their blood, tint x\e one univerBal 
peace, repose, commercial prosperity, and tho LlcssiPgfa 
of civil liberty t” 


of Cairo ; but thoir Taunted graces and beauty liked 
him not ; their shape and obe<ity made them bo sent 
back immediately. Some time after, Waihrae Foui'c'’, 


* Bonaparte ca«*«l the name* of the »oWier» who f.11 m 
r^ypt to be intcnbcd upon the aoeiCBl aaeaamcats. 


NAPOLEON BONAPARTE. 


137 


Egypt enhanced her charms. A house was fitted up 
for hei’, contiguous to the palace of Elfy Bey, -which 
Ave inhabited; here he. often took a fancy to have 
dinner served up at three. I -went alone AAuth him at 
seven, and retired at nine. This connexion soon 
became the small talk at head quarters. ' By a delicate 
airangement for M. Fom’es, the commander-in-chief 
sent him on. a mission to the Directory. The officer 
embarked at Alexandria, hut the ship fell into the 
hands of the English. Learning the cause of his 
mission, they had the pettj’- malice to send the mes- 
senger hack to Egypt, instead of detaining him a 
prisoner as usual.* . . 

One of those sages Avho, in the East, during many 
ages, have predicted fatui*e events, if not AAuth re- 
maikahlc certainty, at least Avith no lack of assiunnce, 
Avas recommended to Bonaparte, by the principal in- 
habitants of Cairo. He Avas sent for, and aa-c formed 
a party of five, including our intoipretcr, the prophet, 
and a sheik. He Avas about to commence his jugglery 
upon the General, AA’hcn, turning from liim, he said 
to me, “ AIIoav this felloAA’- to exercise lus • calling on 
you first.” I submitted u-ithout hesitation, and, for 
the prophet’s honoim, must first explain, that, from my 
sufferings diuang the naA'igation up the Nile, lAvas then 
frightfully extenuated, aiAd extremely pale. Having 
preluded, as usual, the seer shook his head, deckir- 
ring to the interpreter that I had better not ask him 
any questions. I insisted, and he finished by an- 
nouncing, that “ EgA7)tian earth AA’ould receive me in 
two moAAths.” I thanked and dismissedhim. “ Well,” 
said Bonaparte, Avhen AA-e were left alone, " AA-hat say 
you to that?” — “ Say 1 the rascal ran no great risk in 

An cscrllcnt practical joke. —'We lca\’e Bourrienneto finish 
the narrative in lus own words ; “ Bonaparte desirait ardemment 
avoir Ain enfant de cette jolic fcnunc. Je lui cn parlais an de- 
jeuner (jne nous faisions sonvent letc-i-tete. ‘ Que voulcz-voiis,’ 
n'])oudnit-il, ‘la petite sotte—n’en pent pa.sfairc.’— Bile, de son 
Avte, nous reponuait, ‘ Mafoi /— cc n’est pas tna fautc.’ ” 
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quicUy (lisposinj of me in my present state, but I 
have no ambition to imiig;le mth the dust of tlie 
Pharaohs , and if Louis send the mnes, you’ll see I 
shall recruit ” 

The art of imposing npon them lias, in all ages, 


But It fell out more than once, that sheer instinct 
in the natives disconcerted these attempts of snpenor 
knowledge For instance, some dajs after the usit 
of the pretended soothsayer, he resolved, if the ex- 
pression mavhealloned, to oppose sorcerj to sorcery 
For this purpose, the chief sheiks ivcrc invited to an 
exhibition of chemical expenments by BerthoUct 
The General also nns present, to enjoy tlicir astonish 
ment All the n onders, lion ever, of the transfor- 
mation of liquids, the miracles of electricity, and of 
galvanism, exntcd no visible surprise the sheiks 
beheld the operations of our able chemist nith the 
most imperturbable coolness %\1ieD he had iinished, 
El Bekr j , one of the number, put the quest ion, through 
the interpreter, “ All that is very fine, but, con he 
cause me to be here and m Morocco at the same 
time ?” Berthollet msircred by shnigging hw 
shoulders “ Very n ell,” said the sheik, “ tell him 
he IS not quite n conjuror!” 

Our music, liheinse, produced no great influence 
Tliey listened impassively to all tbc tunes that could 
be plajed, avitli tbe exception alu'avs of the air 
“ Marlhoroiigh ” When this piece uas executed, 
their expression became animated ; their features 
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oxiv’ an-ival in Cairo, to watch the criers of the 
nibsques. Finding that they only pronounced the 
hours and certain prayers,, our police ceased to give 
attention. The Turks remarked the neglect, and 
converted these religious strains into exhortations 
of revolt: By means of this species of verbal tele- 
graph' ■ and secret transmission of . firmans, either 
triie or forged, in which the grand signior disavowed 
amity with the French, a generalrising was organized. 
The last signal was given from the minarets on the 
night betxvcen the 21st and 22d October.; Before 
morning, news ' arrived at head quarters of the city 
being in full insurrection, and that General Dupuis, 
tlie commandant, with xvhom I had dined, and seen 
cai’essed by the natives, the evening before, was slain. 
Bonaparte, not then, as rei^orted, in the Isle Raouddah, 
had not heard the alarm gun. •. He started from 
his conch, on the first amvm of the intelligence, at 
five ill the morning; and, throinng himself on horse- 
back, with only thirty of the guides, rode to ever)'' 
point, promptly re-establishing confidence, and order- 
ing, with admirable presence of mind, vigorous 
measures of defence. The insurrection raged from 
Si one to the Lake Maraiotis; and scarcely had the 
General returned to head quarters, when he was 
infonned, while at breakfast, that Bedouin Arabs were 
attempting to force the gates. The aides-de-camp 
were present ; and Bonaparte; turning to Sulkowsky, 
directed him to get on horseback, and, taking fifteen 
guides, to repair to the spot most threatened. On 
this, Croiser represented, that his companion was 
not yet recovered from former wounds, which were 
not even cicatrized, and begged to go instead. The 
General readily assented. Croiser had his motives, 
.as we have seen; but Sulkowsky w.as gone. 'Wc 
wore still at table, when one of the guides returned, 
covered with blood, announcing the death of his 
leader, and fourteen companions, cut in pieces by 
the Arabs. This was sad news to us all. Bonaparte 
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really loved the yovmgp Pole, who had nevci* quitted 
him dimu" the Itahan campaign. lYhen Sulkowsky 
iras amis«ing after the battle of Salehyeh, where 
he received eight sabre, and several shot wound'^, 
those very wounds not yet healed when ho fell, the 
General often recurred to bis supposed fate with 
profound regret “ I cannot,’* he would say, “ suffi- 
ciently exalt the character, the noble courage, the 
unruffled coolness, of niy poor Sulkowsky.” Often, 
too, after this fatal event at Cairo, w ould he speak 
of him to me, saying, in a tone of deep fecliiig, 
“ Sulkowsky should have been spared; hewoiddhave 
been a man precious to him who undertook to raise 


us There is a mclandioly pleasure mnow award- 
ing the meed of just praise to those who, in that 
sad season, softened our hard fate by their amiable 
chameter, and instructivo converse. 

In three days an end was put to the insurrec- 
tion; during two, tlio city was under the constant 
Urc of the batteries on nioont Moquahiim, which 
commands Cairo; on the third, order was restored. 
Numerous prisoners were conducted to the citadel. 
Eveiy night I wrote an order for the evccution of a 
dozen : they w cro shut up in sacks, and thrown into 
the Nile. Many w omen were among these nightly 
i ictims. I know not if the number of executions 
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I believe tliis to be an exaggeration of liis just ven- 
geance. Some time after this revolt, the necessity of 
seem'ing oui* own existence occasioned the perpetra- 
tion of another terrible act. A tribe of insui'gent 
Arabs sui-jnised and murdered several Frenchmen. 
The commander-in-chief ordered Croiser and .Beau- 
hamois to search out the horde, bum the village, slay 
the males, and, cutting off their heads, bring them, 
with the survmng population, to Cairo. On the 
moiTow the detachment returned. Many of the Arab 
women had been taken in labour on the way ; their 
children had perished, and the melancholy train 
reached the principal square about four o’clock, 
accompanied by several asses, laden with sacks. 
These were opened in public ; the bloody heads rolled 
out before the populace, who had assembled in crowds. 
It is impossible to describe my feelings ; but I must 
confess, that this example long secured the safety of 
those small parties which the exigencies of the amy 
required to be sent out in all directions. 

The commandcr-in-chicf had resolved to visit Suez, 
after the dcsti’uction of the fleet, in order to examine 
the traces of the ancient canal from the File to 
the Ai'abian Gulf, and to traverse the Red Sea. 
The insiurectiou at Cairo surprised him in the midst 
of his quoject, which, therefore, was deferred till 
December. On the 24th of that month, wo set out 
accordingly, and reached Suez in tu'o days. During 
the intervening night, our encampment had been first 
pitched in the wilderness, near a stunted tiTC, a luiity 
in these wilds. The day had been extremely hot j the 
evening, hou’over, proved cold in proportion, so that 
even Bon.aparto complained. This desert, for many ages 
the route of caravans from Suez, Tor, and the northern 
regions of Arabia, lias beheld so many beings perish 
in crossing its inhospitable Avastes, that their bones, 
scattered over the surface, clearly indicate the road- 
To supply the ivant of fire-wood, we collected a 
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consideraLlc quantity of these remains of man and of 


conveyance intended for the transport of papers and 
charts, Mongc, fierthoUct, and me, nhcn inclined to 
nde Never, probahl), had such a vehicle furroued 
the sands nnd gravel of our present tract Scarcely 
Jiad n e set on tire this mass of hones, n hen a stench 
so insufferable arose, na ohhged us precipitately to 
break up from our resting place, and to abide for the 
night considenbly in advance water nas far too 
precious to permit the idea of employing it to estin- 


tcrminatcs three and a quarter luitcs lo i c iiuiui 
of tliat city Opposite the port, the Red Sea is not 
more than tiro ana three quarter miles broad It w 
almys fordable at low iratcr The canvans of 
Tor and Mount Sinai cro«s here, both in poing to, 
and returning from, Eg}pt. Tins shortens the road 
between six and seven miles The tide rises from 
fire to SIX, or, when the mod blons mth force, from 
nine to ten feet Mo pis'md some lionles at thh 


ngrttamu ououi ^ , 

Jiottcrer, was rendered scarciJy dniikablc from the 
bittemeKs of the water 

On our return, n c struck off to the loft, in order 



NAPOLEON BONAPARTE. 


143 


to visit a large reservoir, constructed/it is said,- by 
the Venetians, when in possession of the commerce 
of the East. In descending again to the coast, Bona- 
parte Avas the first to discover, a canal from tlrree to 
four hundred paces in length, constructed in good 
masomy, and capable of being easily repaired. Blie 
night had now fallen dai’k when Ave reached the 
sea-shore. The tide Avas floAving and pretty high ; Ave 
wandered a little from the track foUoAved in the morn- 
ing, through the guide either decehung iis, or losing 
his way, and attempted the passage too far dornii 
Disorder soon arose in our little troop, but Ave Avere 
not lost in the quicksands, as has been said,— there 
being none. We could not see our companions, but we 
shouted and called to each other. General Caffarelli, 
near Avhom I chanced to be in this confusion, incurred 
some danger from his Aimoden leg, which prevented 
his keeping a firm scat in the saddle, Avhile thus 
surrounded by. the Avaves. We struggled, to his 
assistance, supporting him on each side. I have read, 
but certainly did not see, nor hear at the time, that 
the floAviug tide Avould have become the grave of 
Bonaparte, had not a guide of his escort saved and 
brought him off on his shoulders. In the chenm- 
stances, the thing aaws impossible, or .all A^■ho had not 
men to c.arry them, the danger being equal, Avould 
haA'e perished : but there Ai-as no one lost. The guide 
must have got into the .A\-atcr up to his chin ; hoAV 
could a man be so safe on his back, as in the saddle of 
a chargor ? Besides, his hOrse .and th.at of the General, 
left to themselves in the darkness, Avould have still 
more endangered the safety, and increjised the con- 
fusion of the Avhole party, and avc should thus, to our 
expericuce, have been informed of the Gcncnal’s 
situation. This incident is pure invention. The 
relation Avhich Bonaparte liiis given long after .at St 
Helena, is exact. Our little pilgrimage to tae foun- 
tains of Moses brought us into the same danger as 
of old assmled Phar.\oh, and avc might have perished 
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like him, hat without a miraclo, as will appear to 
those who have visited the scone.* 

The next morning, the commander-in-chief, walk- 
ing with me up the western shore, saiv an armed 
horseman approaching m in the opposite direction. 
Wo stopped, the rider continued to advance j it was 
one of the escort, named Lemin, si ho, finding himself 
a little in the rear on the preceding evening, and 
hearing the cries from the sea, would not hazard the 
passage alone and without a guide. He had ascended 


lay domestics in Paris, is no fool.” 

Returned to Cairo, Bonaparte devoted liim«elf 
anew to all the cares which the wants of his army 
imposed. The revenues of Egypt far from sufficed 
to supply deficiencies; he drew upon his personal 
resonrees for pretty considerable sums. Tlicse traus- 
actions n ero effected at Genoa, through the ngency 
of M. James, m bo, from being a n ine merchant in 
Burgundy, Itad accompanied us to Egypt, and uill 
he mentioned hereafter. For many months, the 
General had his eye fixed upon S;^a, uherc he 
constantly expected a disembarkation- Nor was he 
deceived. Tne grand signior was so ill advised as 
to believe that our conquest of Egjpt could not 
be for his interest. Facts, he thought, belied this 
assertion. Yet si e followed exactly the same system 
of rule as had been authorized and practised by 
his own governors; that is to say, iie shot the 
opulent suenffs, when they^ refused to pay ii Ijat inw 
demanded ; we raised coDtnbutinns by force ; wc made 
requisitions of necessaries nt the sword’s point; we 
levied taxes ; and we pocketed the proceeds. All 
this did not convince the dull divan at Constantinople 
that ire ii ere really friends in thus inflicting no new- 


See Appecihz, G. 
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faugled constitution or administr.'ition upon one . of 
the best provinces of the empire, even though that 
province had revolted from their own paternal sn^ay. 
The preceding year, too, assistance had been ohtamed 
from the Porte, amounting to 50,000 piastres, and 
several thousand quintals of grain for . the French 
troops in Corfu, where they u'ere in want of every 
thing. And lo ! the Porte takes it amiss that we 
shoidd have seized Egypt, by way of acknowledging 
.our gratitude for this service ! 

In fact, the Ottoman Porte wisely resolved rather 
to support a rebel, whom it hoped one day to reduce, 
than a power which, as a Mend, and under the 
specious pretext of subduing the revolted Beys, had 
t^ven possession on its own account. Bonapaite, 
therefore, entertained no doubt respecting the decision 
qf the Turk, or the part he would adopt. But those 
in his ouTi airny, and they w:ere numerous, who had 
all along believed that we were at one udth the Porte 
in the occupation of Egypt, were now rudely unde- 
ceived. Theu’ questions were not easily answered; 
and on this point, Kleber frequently repeated to me 
at Acre, that he and many other generals and com- 
unanders - of divisions had entertained serious confe- 
rences. 

The rupture with Djezzar in Syria, and his com- 
mencing hostilities by the occupation of Gaza and 
El Arych, gave a new complexion to the affau’, of 
■Avhich Bonaparte knew how to profit as respected his 
o%vn position. He himself divined, however, that these 
operations were only preparatory to a Turkish descent, 
;wluch could not be easily accomplished in Egjqit. 
This it behoves to prevent, thought Bonaparte. . We 
must destroy tliis advanced guard of the Ottoman-; 
level the ramparts of Jaffa and Acre; ravage the 
country, and, by ruining its resources, render impos- 
sible the passage of troops across the Desert. Thus was 
settled the plan of the Syrian expedition, leaidng 

VOL.. I. K 
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room for after-tlioughts in the ercnt of success, uhicfi 
\\ e shall see w ere ua^iiicent. ' 

At this time, uo had been without news from 
Europe since the end of June, 1798. Thus w ere wc 
about to enter Asia, to adventure into a hostile coun* 
try, \yitbout Knowing what might he the situation of 
our native land. Our intelligence, even tuo months 


proves that there is war.” 


CHAPTER XIV. 

SYRIAVETPEDITIOV— CAMCRF OP JAITA— MASSACRE 
— SIEGE OF ACRE — A^ECDOTES — SIDNEY SMITH.. 

Before departing on the expedition o^nst the 


of a payment in advance, would permit magMincs 
of provisions and stores to he formed at ronvenient 
stations in his dominions. Our general frequently 
said, that if, after the subjugation of Eitypt, tl^cre 
had been fifteen thousand men to lease behind, and 
thirty thousand disposable troops, he would have 
marched with these directly to the Euplirates. Often 
through the day would his eye turn towards the 


his favourite h*ero*, Alexander, w ith w hose triumphs 


a 
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was ambitioiis oi assod«tiiig his own, formed the 
subject of oonymatioB. 1 must admit, how- 
, that no <MB« ooidd be more sensible how much 
was beyond Ins means-— how little these lofty 
acomrded with the weakness of the govern . 
at hmne, and the disUke manifested by the very 
he proposed leading on the enterprise. In pur- 
er these plans, he even wrote to Tippoo Saib, 
' January, 1799, only fifteen days before marching 
■ Syria. “ You must dready be informed,” wrote 
French - leader to the In&m prince, " of my 
arrival on the shores of the Red ^a with an army 
invincible as it is innumerable, and animated by the 
desire of delivering you from the iron yoke of Eng- 
land. Send to Suez, or to Grand Cairo, some person 
of ability, who enjoys your confidence, with whom 1 
may confer.” To, this letter Tipp®o did not reply, as 
frequently stated : there was.not time : the empire of 
Mysore had ftdlen before the succeeding April. The 
Sjnian expedition altered, but did not destroy, these 
cwantic hopes, till hope could no longer be entertained. 
TW destimes of France, in the event of success, as 
will afterwards appem, would have been interwoven 
with new and nugfaty combinations. “ If the Eng- 
lish,” wrote the commander-in-chief to Kleber, soon 
after the fatal first of August, " If the English con- 
tinue to inimdate the Mediterranean, they will oblige 
us perhaps to do greater things than we otherwise 
womd have attempted.” 

On the 11th February, 1,799, we commenced our 
march fin* Syria, with about twelve thousand men. 
It has been erroneously published that our numbers 
amounted to only six thousand ; nearly that number 
pmrished in the campaign. Nor is the statementj that 
Kleber embarked his division at Damietta, less incor- 
rect ; he only assumed the command of the division 
already there. We had no naval force ; besides, our 
troops were too few for expraure in a sea covered 
with enemies. At the moment while such was our 
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condition and disposable resonrccs, and leaTin j hardly 
so many men behind in Egypt, the Directory ha3 
puhhshed at home, aceordint/ to nev:s just received, 
that n e had sixty thousand infantry and ten thousand 
horse , that the army had been doubled by its con* 
flicts, and, since amvin? in the East, Ind lost only 
three hundred men Write ye history after snch 
ofBcial documents as these ! 

Before our departure, Berthicr, through persevenng 
entreaty, had at length obtained permission to return 
to France Ten days before he as to hare departed 
for Alexandria, and thence to sail in the Courageovt 
frigate, -nhich had for some time been prepanng 
His instructions were already remitted : Bonaparte 
had yielded n ith regret, but he could not allow to 

f iensb before bis eyes, of home-sickness and romantic 
ore, one n bo baa so faithfully served him in every 
campaign, and v\ho had so earnestly entreated this 
proof of regard The time was approaching when 
the two fnends were to part, never, it might be, to 
meet again The general m-chicf thouglit of the 
separation with real pain , of this, the chief-of-Btaff 
lias n ell annre At the moment when all imagined 
that Bertluor n as about to set out for Alexnndna, be 
entered Bonaparte’s apartment—" "iou arc going 
then, decidedly, tomahenar in Asu You know 
a\ ell that all is prepared I march iii a ftw daya **— 
•* M ell, then, I cannot leave you I renounce entirely 
mj return to France , it v» ould be too painful for me 
to forsake you in the moment of fresh dangers ; hero 
are my instructions and roy passport I” Bonaparte 
felt much gratified by tins resolution, and all former 


besiuuea ujiuu iHitiiiii ly uaitiii hiulis iuiu 

I iLaccd him among the great men iibo liaie been 
oicn>, but for our parts, insensible that we were I 
the homages nbicb he rendered to a portrait, designed 
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m;cray6n, and passingly like tlio object of liis adora- 
tion, often excited our gaiety. One day about three 
o’clock, I happened to be the bearer of an order from 
the commander-in-chief to the chief-of-staff; him I 
found upon his knees on a little divan, before the 
portrait of Madame Visconti. Berthier’s back being 
toned to me, I had to give him a push, so intent -were 
his devotions, to advertise him of my presence. He 
blustered a little, but n-as not at all put oiit. 

One really left behind, whose absence I regi'etted 
much, was Louis Bonaparte, to whose return his 
brother consented, yielding to his peaceful tastes, 
impaired health, and languisliing desire of home. 
Having the good fortune to escape the English 
cruizers, he arrived in safety, and, in passing through 
Sens, dined with Madame de Bourrienne, for ndiom 
he had talcen charge of a beautiful shawl, the first 
eachemere, I believe, ever seen in France. Louis was 
very much astonished to find my wife in possession 
of the correspondence of, the Egj’^ptian ariny, which 
had been intercepted by the English, and published 
in London. He thus recovered several letters which 
had been addressed to himself; and read others in. the 
same volume, which, as he wrote to me, would destroy 
the peace of more than one domestic circle . on the 
return of the army. 

We left also Marmont behind, in charge of Alexan- 
dria,' a position he regarded as a disgrace, so earnest 
was his wish to be with the General, who had recently 
conferred upon him the rank of brigadier-general 
of artillery, as being the first man who entered Malta. 
He UTote me a few days. before bm’ march into 
Syria, (7.th February) — “ It is now a long time, 
my dear BomTienne, since I last claimed yom* re- 
membrance. I should be culpable in longer silence, 
for I have seen ymur postscript in your last letter to 
La Vallette. I reconcile myself with difficulty to live 
absent from my friends ; and, for an age, I have not 
beheld that family nffiere I had contracted friendships 
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SO dear to me. I do not eren presume that mj* 
’ *” ■ ” ‘ you; make meat 

! . . u all think of me. 

• ! 'nhardment pires w 
• • my griefs, but does 

not remove them. The General is become unkind 
tou"ards me. Send me your letters, but no politics.”’ 
■- We had already been several ^ys on our march 
across the Desert, when one afternoon, Living reached 
IMessoudiah, or the fortunate, a singular spectacle 
presented itself, which was something more to us 
’ ’ * T • 


manner ot strataj^ems to obtain tuc most abundant 
spring. But, otherwise, it n-as a discovery of no 
sroali importance to us : the water, in truth, ivas a 
little troubled, and wc had no time to allow it to 
settle; still the taste iras sufQciently pleasing, and wo 
found it at the extremity of the Desert, under circum- 


of Syria, whoso verdure, and sun, and vegetation, 
recalled our native land. Our solders bathed also, 
the refreshing iravcs flowing within fifty paces of 
these our unexpected treasury and all Mxrc refreshed. 
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tonanco, at :ill times very jialc, had assuf^^'} ^ 

DKH-c jiallid liijo, n clinii^e lor ivliich I 
no c.'nise. There seemed as if somethinp: co”' 
wliole frame ; liis looks Avandcred, and so' . mits 
he struelt his forehead. After a quarter o'* 
eouvorsation, he quitted .Tnuot, ;nid tuni^^ to a\ aits 
me. I advanced to meet him : s(;.arcelv had aJ ® closcn- 


“ You are not my friend,” said he, in a 


broken and 


stern voice : “ Women ! .losephine ! — Had 5 
rienne, been attaelied to me, you Avotild me 

all that I have just learned from .lunot : I’*; 
friend. .losei)lnne ! nnd I six hundr®^ Ic.a^ucs 
distant! 5’on nindit to haA'e told me! — ■•’oscphine . 


distant! 5’oti ouyht to h.aA'e told me! 
to luiA-e deceived me thus! — f?hc! — avoc 


to them !■ 


I Avill exterminate tiie Avhole race of cor 
intriiniersl As to her! 
nublic and pna-jaimed divorce ! 


iCconibs and 

divorci; — vcs> « 

...,wrce! — I mns^ 
iiiioAV all! — It is A'onr fault! a’OU ou'dit told 

tin?!” These broken e.xclaniations, the' 
tnien, the .altered (one, all hut too jdain .j. 
me of tlie nature of the coin-ersation 
My sitnalinn Avas extremely delicate, t* ^ J;**’ P?”' 
fortmte I pre>ei vod my self*possessinn. ^ t i.i 
.kino! had taken most uuAA-armni.alde *.* ' 

In'. (Jener.d, mad had eniellv exa^'^erater * nnlis. 

ndiscrettons 


eretion' 

'• of Mad.’.'.ne 1 

really « 

•X!^t<’d. I did 

ner.ta*- 

as till' conduc' 

;d«e'a; 

AViiman, a )io 

1«iM .'.r.'. 

s uiir !>'-‘,der. 

alreadv "nniei.'it'h- t 

tba-' 

bled ; mtd falsf 


crrt.ainlv Avns, both' <«" 
eould not defend 
to Avho.e public 5>Vl»>0tu.ics. 
jam!, domestic .'iflli*'*’*''*''! 


^ oil'.,', ne 
;!rar>— • bia. 


no 


ii't^aed Avitii ‘ome c:i!m’.n''[''' 

1 to him of bis • ‘ ' 

1 !,e, •’ ab-.! AA-hat avouM 1 >“’* 

^ ^ - -M m.'Avi re m!-* «rne.--s.. 

^ AA lli not be 


f.n;.'; <!-• 1 s'oe !•■•;;; Axnas.a; it .to^ 

.1 r tan- ; iriar.-.l" ti" furrAcr 
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the lan^hin^-stodc of all the idlers of Paris I I imtd 


some determination on nhich to dtrcU, his mind ha^ 


will discoTcr the np^itation of spint under which it 
was ivritten : as to the dirorce, you can think of that 
hereafter, hut irith reflection.” Tliesc last words 
produced an effect I liad not dared to hope ; at once 
he became calm, listening as one who felt the ncccs* 
sity of even anticipating the words of consolation; 
and never again returned to the subject. Fifteen 
daj 8 afteru ards, at St Jean d’Acre, he exprc«edto 
mo great dissatisfaction with the conduct of Jnnot, 
whoso indiscreet revelations ho then began to regard 
as the inventions of malignity. I perceived in the 
sequel that he never forgave the offence, and may 
almost affirm until certainly, that this operated us one 
cause uhy Junot u-as not a hLarshal of France, as 
were several of his comrades, for whom Bonaparte had 
less affection. \Vc may presume, too, that Josephine, 
afterwards informed of the whole hy her husband, 

1 ■ • 

Desert, the ivant of water, nnd privations of all 
kinds, excited the most violent discontents among 
the Bohlters They insulted those w horn they saw on 


brave fellow’s, how ever, often shew ed n better spirit, 
softening with pleasantries the bitterness of their 
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inunts. A Poldior, perceiving; tlmt his conversation 
with a comrade wis producing; a had elTect xipon 
otliors, puddfMily changpii'j his tone, called out to one 
near liiin — “ Iloilo, you there, can you tell me if this 
srune Pacha of Acre has any avaterV” — “ To ho sure — 
I .suj>pose so .” — “ Ah! Very n’eU — nia^' the devil 
take ns good care of him as he docs of it — not a drop 
he alloms to pass.” Wc were yet forty lc.agucs from 
Acre. 

On the 26(h of Fohni.arj’, El-Ar\’ch surrendered. 
We, shall see hereafter that a mistake has prevailed 
regarding; the fate of tlie garrison. On the 28th, we 
had the tii-st jirospert of the verdant and fertile ftcld.s 
of Syria. At length tve had rain — often too much. 
Tile first of Marcii satv us in llamleli, the ancient 
Arimathen, n here -vve slept in a small convent, inha- 
hited hy tno monks, nlio were very attentive, to our 
tvant-s. The cliurch w.ns given up for an hospital. 
Tliese good fatliers told tts, that hy this way ^lassod 
the family of Jc'siis Christ in their flight to EgaTit, 
and shewed the springs at which they ijuenehed their 
thirst, where the pttre and fresh water afforded ns "rent 
pleasure. The associations of education, nonrislicd 
hy the mighty I'voiits tnmsacted in these countries, 
maintained mysterious influence over our im.aginafion. 
^^■e M ere only ahont six leagues from dc'rnsalein. I 
asked the comm.aiider-ln-chiof, if he entertained no 
wish to visit th.it celehnited city. “ t)li ! .as for that, 
— Jto! Jenisalejii lies not in my line of openition : I 
ivanJ no dealings with Jiionntaineers in their own 
nig-ed detiies. -Atid then, upon the other side of the 
snomitaiii, 1 t-lmuhl he assailed hy a jinmerous cavalry, 
I am jios .amhitioiis of tlie fate of Cnu^sus.” 

Vte had, ihen lnre, nothing to say to Jenis-drrn; 
tialv a Jisanitestu di'.ji.itelied to the asiilmritie^, 

desh’.ring out pa.-ttic snifutions with n-'pect to them, 
to tthie!! um at5‘\irr wav returned. After pas-'ing 
Ihaoh'h, ti'.et \i ith tn»i, or it might he, thrt-(> 

liHudra'd t'Uri' tianv, in a most pitlalde stale of servitude. 
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but I learned from some that they lived not iiell 
together The same passions of hatred andjealousy 
are found wherever, and ondenihatsoever arcum 
stances, men exist in society 

On amnnjr before Jafla, where n ere already some 
troops one of the first persons I met nas A^iutant 
General Gressieux, to whom, on askin" hon he did, 
I offered my hand “ What are you about ? said he 
rcpellin" my advances \nth a precipitate gesture 
“ Good God you may have the pbgnc v, e never 
touch each other here ' This I related to the General 
iii-chief, IV ho merely said, “ ^ he is af^nid of the 
plague he 11111 die of it’ In fict, ne learned a 
short timo after, that he speedily fell a victim to the 
infection 

The siege of Jaffa, a paltry torni, dignified as the 
nncicnt Joppa, commenced on the 4th, an 1 temnnated 
by assault and pillage, on tlie Cth of hlarch Tlie 
carnage arts horrible Bonaparte sent bis axles-de* 
camp Bcauliamois an I Croiser to apjioase, m far ai 
possible, the fury of the soldiery, to examine what 
passed, and report They learned that n niimcroua 
detachment of tlio garrison bid retired into a strong 
position, where large buildings or caravnnsomi sur 
rounded a court jard Tins court tbc) entered 


tliey wished to surrender, on condition their lives vv ere 
spared , if not, thrcatcniog to fire upon the officers, and 
to defend themselves to the last extremity The j onng 
jnenconccivedthcy oiiglit,and bad power, to accede to 
the demand, in opposition to the sentence of death 
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nmounling lo about four fhousaud, wore lunrclicd 
into the fuuip. When lie beheld the luaKs of mevi 
arrive, and before peeing the aides-de-camp, he turned 
to me with an expression of constcriiation, “ "What 
would the}’ have me do with these? have I provisions 
to feed them ? ships to transport them cither to F-gypt 
or France ? how the devil could they jday me this 
trick ?” Tlic two aides-ile-camp, on their nmval and 
explanations, received the strongest reprimands; to 
their defence, that they were alone amid numerous 
enemies, and that, he had recommended them to ap- 
pease the slaughter, "Yes,” replied the General in 
the sternest tone, " without doubt, the slaughter of 
women, cbildreu, old men, the peaceable inhaliitauts ; 
but not ofnnned soldiers; you ought lo have braved 
death, and not brought these to mo ; what would 
you have me do with them ?” 

31ut the evil was done — four thousand men were 
there — their fate must he determined. The prisoners 
M’ere made to sit down, huddled together before the 
tents, their hands being bound behind them. A gloomy 
r.nge was depicted in every lineament ; they received a 
little biscuit and some bread, deducted from the al- 
ready snuity provisions of the army. A council was 
lu'ld in the (Tcneral's lent, M’hieh, after long delibera- 
tion, broke uj* udtkout coming lo any resfdutiou. 'nse 
day following, arrived, in the evening, the reports of 
the genemls of division ; ikese contained oniy coru- 
pkiints on the insufliriency of provisions, and llte 
d!O ont'’Ut of the soldiers, who mnnunred because of 
tlwir r.-itiims being devoured by enrinir-s withdrawn 
from tb.eir Just \cngeance. All these rcjuu-ls u cre 
i;!;.nuiin’, I'sjwri.'illy tbo'e of (Jeneml Bon ; they e\ en 
induci d the fear of a re\olt. Atraiu the resnsril 
:;*sf nilde-k to ubie.h ‘Uiumoned all the genernls 

<•4 diievi’i. The mereurrs. hero di'enss.-d fer hotus, 
Vsitb a s’iv. cre dcssre of julopting rod cx« rutin;.' th.'4 
lish’k-*,’. tr.;;.'!-.’, e ll'.tTCunfei-Snn.a'ru-atitJ*. i^^-re the 

jr - * 
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Should they he sent to Eflypt ^ and Inve ■« e the 
means of transportation? In thw case it would be 
necessary to give them n numerous escort, and our 
little army would be too weak in a hostile country 
Besides, how feed both prisoners and escort, when 
we could give them no provisions on setting out, over a 
tract already exhanstcu of resources by our passage? 
If it IS proposed to send them by sei, w here are the 
ships ? With every telescope turned upon the ocean 
w e could dLscem not one fnendly sail Bomparte, I 
afllrra, would have regarded this as a real fiv our of 


Shall these prisoners then bo liberated? They 
will, m this event, either set out directly for Acre, to 
reinforce the Pacha, or, throwing llicmselves into the 
mountainous tract of Jvaploiise, harass our rear and 
rifht flank, and the destruction of our own men 
snllbc the price of the life which we Invo spared 
If this he deemed incredible, the question of our 
own experience >~w hat is the IiA. of a Christian dog 
in the estimation of a Turk? Ingratitude wall here 
become watb them an act of religion ^ 

Shall we then di'iarm and incorporate these men 
among our own troops? Here occurred, in all its 
force, the question of provisions. Afterwards oc- 
curred the danger of such companions in an enemy’s 
countiy 'What was to be done witli them in the 
event of a conflict hefore Acre ? or how dispose of 
them beneath the w alls of that citv ® Tlic iliflictilfies 
of provisioning and of guarding llicra increascil more 
and more 

The tlwnl day arrived, yet wo means, so de«irtKl of 
safety, presented for these unhappy men Tlie 
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“ that tlic)* shovild he shot,” was issued and executed. 
There n’as no separation of the Eg}'i)tians, as has Ijccn 
said — there ■vrcrc none. 

hlany of these miserable beings, composing the 
smaller column, which, amounting to about lifteen 
hundred, A^'as drawn up on the beach, at some distance 
from the main body, ndiile the butcheiy was going 
on, escaped by swimming to some reefs out of gun- 
shot. On percei^nng tliis, our men laid domi tlieir 
muskets on the sand, and cmplo}-ing the signs of 
reconciliation and of amit}', which thej’^ had learned 
in Egjyt, in^dtcd the return of Alieir ^^ctiras. They 
did return; but, as they came nithin reach, they 
found death, and perished amid the n'atei-s. I limit 
myself to those details of this horrible necessity, of 
which I was an eye witness. The .atrocious scene 
makes me yet shudder n-hen I think of it, as when it 
passed before mo : much rather would I. forget, if 
possible, than describe. All that can be imagined of 
-feaiful, in this day of blood, would fall short of the 
reality. I liave reported the tiaith — the whole truth. 
I assisted .at all the debates at all the conferences — 
at all the deliberations. I had, of course, no delibera- 
tive voice ; but I owe it to verity to decl.are, that, had 
I possessed a right of voting, my vote for de.ath would 
have been aflirmative. The re^t of the deliberations, 
and the circumstances of our army, would have con- 
strained me to this opinion. "War unfortiimately offers 
instances by ho means rare, in which an immutable 
law of all times, and common to all nations, has 
decreed, that private interests shall be sacrificed to 
one paramount public good, and humanity itself be 
forgotten. It is for posterity to judge whether such 
was the tenable position of Bonaparte. I, on my part, 
have an intimate comdetion of the fact ; moreover, it 
was by the advice of the council of officers,, whose 
opinion finally became unanimous, that the matter 
was decided. I owe it also to truth to state, that he 
yielded only, at the last exti’emity, and was, perhaps. 
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one of those nho witnessed tlie massacre with the 
greatest sorron 

After the siege of Jafla, the plaguehegan to mamfest 
its approaches mth more seventy From first to 
]ut, seven or eight hundred men nere lost hy the 
contagion during the Syrian expedition It n as not, 
hon Cl er, as will be seen, on the capture of Jaffa, as 
lustonans and biographers relate, that the famoas, and 
mot ill imagined scene in the hospital took place 
Our march upon Acre, mliicli commenced on the 
14th Slarch, uas by no means the senes of tnumplis 

(• ' I 

I 

atcly pursued a troop of mountaineers into the passes 
of iJaplouse In returning, he fell into an ambuscade, 
losing sixty men killed, and more than double tbe 
number mounded, the Twrlcs finng from behind rocks 
and down preapices upon our people During the 
firing, Bonaparte manifisted much inQiiictude, and 
most severely reproached Lannes for haing uselessly 
■exposed, ana sacnCccd vnthout ohiect, a number of 
brave follon cm Lannes excused himself bv saj ing, 
the peasantry had ia«ultcdhui detachment, andhon ish 
ed to chasli«e the rabble “ Wo are in no situation,* 


halted for the night, on the Idth, afforded no resources 
for our mounded The useless loss just Riistained 
seemed a sad augury to many— a presentiment but 
too surely confirmed by the event 

On the 18th « e amvnl before Acre Tlio Djcxiar 
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loio^TO. ThoRgli encompassed bj’’ a wall, flanked Avitli 
good toAvei*s, having also a broad and pretty deep ditch, 
defended by regular works, this small fortress vas 
judged incapable of protracted defence against Fj-cnch 
valour, and the success of our engineei’s. Btit the 
facility and promptitude of the capture of Jafia blinded 
us not a little in regard to the similar ajipearance, 
though different condition, of the two places. At 
Jaffix we possessed a sufiicient .artillery ; at Acre xve 
did not: xve had only to do with the defenders of 
Jaffa, left to their ox\ti resources ; at Acre xvc xverc 
opposed to a gurrison, maintained by reinforcements 
of men and stores, supported by au English fleet, and 
aided by European science. 

Sidney Smith, doubtless, was the gi’eat cause of oxir 
xvant of success. Much has been said of his inter- 
course xvith the Commander-in-chief. The reproaches 
addressed by the latter, of his having endeavoured to 
seduce the officers and soldiers of the French ai’my, 
even supposing them to be xvell founded, xvero the 
, more sin^ar, that such means m'c frequently resort- 
ed to by belligerents. As to the embarking French 
prisoners on board a x'essel infected by the plague, 
the odious accusation is repelled by its improbability 
alone ; but, above all, by. established facts. At tlie 
time, I observed Sir Sidney closely, and certainly 
remarked a species of knight-errantry in liis disposi- 
tion, sometimes leading to insignificant foolei'ies ; but 
I affiim, that his conduct toxv.'U’ds the French was 
that of a generous enemy. Several letters have been 
sheuTi me, udxich bore ■witness in his favour, that the 
xvidters “ were very grateful for the good treatment 
experienced by the Fi’ench, when they had fallen into 
his hands.” 

At Acre, all the dispositions, aU the xx^orks, all the 
attacks, were conducted xx'ith that slightness and 
orelessness which a too sanguine confidence inspires 
Kleber, in his walks xidth me through the lines, often 
expressed his surprise and dissatisfaction on this head. 



160 


MEMOIItS OF 


“ The trenches'* said be, “ are not knee deep, we 
ouf'bt ncces'uinly to hare Iiad battering cannon. We 
began Tvith only field pieces. This encouraged the 
besieged, by disclosing the xreakness of our means,” 
Our heavy artillery, consisting of no more than three 
twenty-fours, and six eighteen^, arrived, nitb the 
greatest difQailty, not before the last days of April, 
and already three assaults bad been made, n itb eviaent 
loss; by the 4th of blay, our ponder, too, began to 
I* T " * ■ • ’ * the day 

■ ‘ ■ 'h bullet 

• : ^ ‘ ^ j ch could 

be recovered and brought in. The ships Tiger and 
Theseus, stationed on each side of the bay, inlcmiptcd 
the communication between the camp ana the trenches, 
but caused more noise than miscbrnf: an officer mw 
killed by one of their baUs the evening before the 
siege was rabed. 

Upon the walb the enemy bad marksmen, clueily 
Albanians, of great espertness. They pheed stones, 
one above the other, on the top of the parapet, and, 
patting their rides throngb the opening, took aim, 
completely under cover, and nith deadly procisiom 
On the 9th April, Oeneral CafTarclIl, so 'ivcll knonm 
'■ ' ’ • .» ’ 

c the 
The 

generals elbow tbus extenced be>uiia tiiu trencK 


1 . 

read me Voltaire’s preface to the Spirit of Law*.” 
I did so, and he fell asleep. On entering the tent of 
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the comtaander-in-cliicf, ho aslccd as usual, “ Hou- 
goes it iHth CaiFarclli ?”. I told him u’hat had 
happened, and that his end approached. “ Bah ! so 
he ■H'ished.to hear that preface ! that’s comical.” Bona- 
parte u'ent to see him ; hut he still slept. I retiumcd, 
and received the gcnei'al’s last sigh, Avliich he yielded 
the same night, in the greatest toinquillity. 

In the assault of the 10th May, Bonaparte AA'as 
early in the trenches, attended by Croiscr, Avho had 
vainly sought ddath during the siege ; for life had 
become even more insupportable since the unhappy 
affair at Jaffa. Aivare that the tennination of the 
siege, Avliicli he foresaAv to be "near, must greatly 
retai'd the death he courted, he leaped upon a battery. 
This elevated situation necessarily drcAV upon him the 
fire of the eneniy^ Croiser,” exclaimed Bonaparte, 
in a A’oice of thunder, “ Come down — I command 
you — you have no business there.” The youth 
remained without reply. An instant after, a ball 
passed tlwough his right thigh. Amputation was 
performed. '.The day of our departure he Avas placed 
upon a litter; but he died of lochcd jaAv betAveen 
Gaza and' El ■ Afych, Avhere I received his last adieu. 
Seldom will his humble resting-place be disturbed. 

The siege of St Jean d’Acre continued sixty days. 
There had been in that time eight assaults, and tAA'eh’e 
sorties. During -the assault of the 8th May, more 
than tAVO hundred men penetrated into the cit3% 
Already the shout of victory Avas raised; but the 
breach taken in flank . by the Turks could not be 
entered with sufficient promptitude, and the party 
was left AA'ithout support. The streets barricadoed — 
the very AA’omen running about tlwoAAung dust into 
the air,, exciting the inhabitants by cries and hoAvl- 
ings ; — all contributed to render unavailing this short 
occupation; by a handful of men, Avho, finding them^ 
selves alone, regained the breach, by a retrograde 
movement ; .but not before manj’^ had fallen. At this 
assault, Duroc, then in the trenches, was wounded by 

VOL. I. t B 
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the recoil of the fmgineat of a howitzer-shot fired 
a^nst the fortifications Fortuuately, the fleshy 
part only of the thigh ivas earned imiy, the hone 
remxining untouched Ho had a tent in common 


a short absence, 1 found the patient in a profound 
sleep The cxcessire heat had made him tMOW off 
all clothing, and even a part of his u oitnd lay ex> 
posed A small scorpion, which had crawled up by 
the leg of the camp hed-stead, n-as just on the point 
of reaching the sore I had the good fortune to dash 
the reptile to the earth, hut ^e someuhat hasty 
movement an oke my patient 

We often bathed m the sea Tlierc ncrc days 
when the Engbsb, probably txcxted by yroy, let- fly 
broadsides at our floating heads * I know not that 
any accident c\er resulted from these efforts Con 
Tineed of the impossibility of their rnching us, we 
soon nvo no attention , and, indeed, tlic circumstance 
afforded us matter of diversion 

Toirards the conclnsion of the siege, the nens 


ing upon our rear some enthusiasts, u hose illusions 
were offoctnally exorcised hy Iho musket,— a potent 
dinning rod I expressed some Burjinse at the want 
of intelligence from Upper Egypt “ Uesaix w there,” 
replied Bonaparte , “ouu I am easy *’ A few days after, 
he heard from that geDcml, unceasingly engaged In 
j * ^ 1 ^ ^-.1 1 e * ™«i UM,- —1 yi i*«rt 


< N a I I • 

• The exotiag cause wilk probobly, be iboogbt iiPgulM •- 
Tranijator 
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after an obstinate resistance, and despairing- of escape 
from tlie Arabs and Fellahs, tired the poAvder maga- 
zine, and perished with many of those on board, 
namply, the greater part of the music of the 61 st demi- 
brigade, some armed and Avounded soldiers. Those 
Arho escaped on shore,- as private letters stated, were 
made to expire amid the most horadble torments, to 
the sound of their OAvn music, played by their unfor- 
tunate companions, who, in turn, to the very lastj 
became the sufferers. This sad- news, the frightful 
details, and the name of the dgerm, struck forcibly 
upon file General’s mind. “ My good friend,” address- 
ing me in a prophetic tone, “ Italy is lost to France ; 
it is all over j my presentiments never . deceive me !’^ 
I combated this opinion ; but nothing could induce 
him to give it up ; the prediction Avas soon realized. 


CHAPTER XV.: 

RETURN FROM SYRIA — DREADFUL MARCH — POISON- 
ING THE SICK. AT JAFFA -^BONAPARTE FIRED AT 

ARRIVAL AT CAIRO BATTLE OF ALEXANDRIA — 

SECRET PREPARATIONS ^EMBARKATION FOR EUROPE. 

The siege of Acre aa'os raised on the 20th May, after 
having cost nearly three thousand men in Idlled, and 
dead of the plague or of their Avounds. Had there 
been less precipitation in the attack, and had the 
adA'anccs been conducted according, to the rules of 
art, the town could not have held out three days, 
and one assault, such as that of the 8th hlay, would 
hnA'C snniccd. ■ Or, AA'hat aa'ouM liaA'e been Aviser in 
our situation, destitute as aa'c AA'cre of artillcr}’^ and of 
provisions, AA’hile the place AA-^as plentifully supplied, .and 
.in active communication AA'ith the English and Ottoman 
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Porte, the siege onght not to hare been nndertahen 
In the bulletin*!, aln*ajs so reracious, the loss of the 
French is estimated at fire hundred killed, and a 
thousand n ouuded, while that of the enemj is aug- 
mented to fifteen thousand Thc«e documents are 
doubtless ciinous pieces for history— certainly not 
because they are true Bonaparte, hon ever, attached 


Berthier an eager wish to be indulged in a clo«c 

4 

(i • 

my approach to the norks « MTiat bad you to do 
there asked the latter, m a euffioently screre tODC) 
“ that was not j onr place ” I obserred, m reply, that 
Berthier had told mo there nas to be no assault, and 
that a sortie nas not to be crpected, the gnmson 
having made one the crening before ** Wiat signifies 
-ill that’ there might have been one, and tht)«e ii ho 
have no bu«inc*!s m harm’s nay, are alnays the fir«t 
aictira« Eveir one to his OUT) a/Tairs • nounded or 
killed, I should not havecien named you in the 
bulletin People ii onid hare laughed , and they i\ ould 
have served ) ou nght ” 

l‘ 

This idea was not, like many others, invented* there 
These very iiords be frequently pronounced beneath 
tbe iralls of Acre Ginntic projects tormented him 
on tbe shores of the j*toleinaid, as, in like manner, 
probably, tbe painful remembrance of not bavmg exe- 
cuted them, haunted him on the solitary rock of the 
Atlantic To these schemes « e have, m part, alluded 
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The following is the conversation held with me after 
the unsuccessful assault of the 8th, wherein his friend 
Lannes was Avounded.'- Every evening we generally 
walked together at a short distance from the sea- 
shore ; ana it was the day after this unsuccessful 
attempt, that Bonaparte, distressed at heholdiiig the 
blood of so many brave men uselessly shed, addressed 
me in these words: — “Yes, BouiTienne, I see that 
this paltry , town has cost me many men, and occupies 
much time ; but things have gone too far not to idsk 
a last effort. If we succeed, as is to be hoped, I shall 
find in that place the treasures of the Pacha, and arms 
for three hundred thousand men. I udll raise and 
arm the whole of Syria, which is aheady so exas- 
perated by the cruelty of the Djezzar, for whose fall 
you have witnessed the people ^supplicate Heaven at 
each assault. I , march upon Damascus and Aleppo j 
I recruit my army, by advancing into every country 
where discontent prevails ; I announce to itho people 
the abolition of slavery, and of the tyrannical govern- 
ment of the Pachas j I arrive at Constantinople with 
armed masses ; I overturn the dominion of the ]\Ius- 
sulman ; I found in the East a new and mighty empire, 
which shall fix my position with posterity; and, per- 
haps, return I to ’ Paris by Adrianople or Vienna, 
haHng annihilated the house of Austria.” After some 
observations draAvn from me by designs so vast, he 
continued, — “ Eh ! remark, you not that the Druses 
wait only the fall of Acre, to rise ? . Have they not 
already offered me the key's of D.araascus ? Ih.ave put 
them off from d.ay to day', exj)ccting,tlie reduction of 
these w.alls, because .at present I am unable to derive 
full advantage from that gre.at city'. By the plan u-hich 
I meditate, every species of succour from flic Beys of 
Egyiit is cut off, and this conquest secured. 1 will 
cause Desaix to be named commander-in-chief. If we 
arc unsuccessful in the last assault, noiv .about to be 
made, I am off instantly; time presses. I shall not 
reach Cairo before the middle of June. The ivinds 
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are then favourable for a northern pas«a"e into 
Constantinople svill dispatch troops to Alexandria and 
Damietta;- I must be there. The arm/ nhich, at a 
later period, n ill come hr land, I do not fear for this 
year. ’ ‘ *t.„ 

very ■ * 

of ar . , ■ . 

come. An array cannot exist in the midst of ruins.” 

On retumin" to my tent, I committed to paper this 
conversation, of uhich both my head and heart nerc 
full. I am almost tempted to s:^, that the above is 
rendered nord for nord. It ought also to be added, 


to address to Heaven their fervent prayers. Many 
among these knelt, and prajed, aith their faces 
toaaros the city. It is L’kcinse true, that Damnsens 
had sent to Bonaparte the offer of its keys. All this 
seemed lUtltering to the execution of his fnvonrito 
plan. Still I could not forbear Astonishment, that, 
with perfect knon ledge of our situation, and little 


are regarded ns half Christians, and cfescendinfs of 
Uie Cnisadrrs; nay, ns somo nill have, of the fol- 
lowers of the Count of Dmix, in Prance. Tliey are 
neither the one nor the other. Their religion i* a 
corruption of Mahometanism, nnil_ their language 

t ure Arabic. On this and other Astern subjects, 

r c I .. _a I'Kl.. I 4l 
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when he' says, I -ndthessed this fact, or, I talked with 
that chief, he had seen nothing-, nor conversed with 
any one. . 

. The troops quitted Acre on the 20th of May, when 
Bonaparte issued a proclamation, which insults truth 
from one end to the other. We took our departure 
at night, in order to avoid a sortie from the besieged, 
and to place the army, having three league's of flat to 
traverse, beyond range of the English’ gun-boats and 
ve^els of Avar, .in the bay of Mount CarmeL. The 
removal of the wounded and sick had commenced two 
days before. Thus terminated this disastrous expe- 
dition. But a fearful journey was yet before us. 
Some of the AA'ounded were earned in litters, and the 
rest on camels and mules. A devouring. thirst; the 
■total want of water; an excessive heat; a fatiguing 
march among scorching sand hills, demoralized the 
men ; a most cruel selfishness, the most unfeeling indif- 
ference, took place of every generous or humane sen- 
timent. I have seen tlirOAvn from the litters officers 
with amputated limbs, whose transport had been 
.ordered, and AAho had themselves given money as a 
.recompense for the fatigue. I have. beheld abandoned 
among the .wheat fields, soldiers who had lost their 
lunbs, Avounded and plague patients, or those sup- 
posed to be such. Our march aams lit Aip b}^ torches, 
kindled for the purpose of setting on fire towns, 
villages, hamlets, and the rich' crops AA-ith Avbich the 
earth Avas covered The whole country AA-as in flames. 
It seemed as if avc sought a solace in this extent of 
mischief for bur oaaua reverses and sufferings. We 
Avere. surrounded only by . the dying, by. plunderers, 
by incendiaries. Wretched beings, at the point of 
death, tlirpAA-u by the AAay-sidc, continued to call AA-ith 
■feeble A’oicc, “ I have not the plague ; I am but 
•wounded and, to conAfince those that passed, they 
might be scon teai'ing open their real Avounds, or 
inflicting ncAv ones;. Jfobodj’ believed them. It aa'os 
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the interest of all not to believe. Comrades w ould 
say, “ He is done for now: his march is ovcrj” then 
pass on, look to themselves, and feel satisfied. The 


stxfTcnngs and privations that Awaited us. Such ^Tas 
our real position. 

We reached Tentoura on the 20th. - The heat had 
been suflTocatinj, and universal discouragement pre- 
vailed. Onr lo^ amonw the wounded and sick had 
already been considerable, since leaving Acre. This 
truly afflicting state of an army, denominated the 
triumphant, made upon the commander-in-clncf an 
impression such as could not possibly fail to be pro- 
duced. Scarcely had wo lialtcd, uhen he called me, 
and hastily dictated an order for every one to march 
on foot, and that all horses, mules, and camels should 
bo given up for tho transport of the sick and wounded 
who yet survived. “ Carry that to Jlerlhicr.” The 
ta-der nns instctatly issued. Scarcely had I returned, 
when Vigogne, equerry to tho commandcr-in-cLief, 
entered the tent, hat in hand. " General, what horse 
“ • " •’ 


wjUfiT)’, men added in n voice ol temlio expression, 
” Let every soul be on foot, scoundrel ! I the first— 
Heard you not the order?— Begone.” 

It niLS then he n ho would not give Ills horse to the 
Rick who sras guspeefed of having the plague. As 
to the wounded, and those suffering from aninufa- 
Uons, not the slightest difficulty u as made, load a 
very fine horse for my own me, a mule, and two 
camels. I resigned the whole with the greatest plea- 
sure; hut I confess giving directions to niy domestic 
to take all possible care lest a plague patient shoald 
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be'motinted on my horse. My charger was restored 
in a very short time. • The same , thing happened to 
many others. The reason was easily divined. 

Tentoui’a, likewise, and its moyirig sands, beheld the 
loss of our last guns of calibre. They were buried 
from want of the means of transportation. The soldiers 
appeared for a moment to forget their own sufferings, 
in regret for. these the mstiuments and witnesses -of 
those triumphs which had shaken Europe. 

We slept at Cesarea on the 22d, and marched the 
whole of the following night. Towards daybreak, a 
man, concealed among some bushes on om* left, — we 
had the sea within two paces of onr right, — fired 
almost close at hand, aiming at the commander-in- 
chief, u*ho was asleep on his horse. I was near 
him. The wood being searched, the marksman .was 
easily taken, and ordered to be instantly shot. Four 
of the guides drove him to the sea, with their cara- 
bines touching his back. All four, from the heavy 
night-dew, missed lire, as they had pressed the captive 
to the bi’ink ; the Sjrrian plunged into the waves, and 
with great agility in swimming, gained a rock, , so 
distant, that of all the troop, Avho, fired at him in suc- 
cession, not one hit the mark. Bonaparte, pursuing 
his march, desired me to wait for Kleber, who com- 
manded the rear guard, to inform him of what had. 
happened, recommending him •“ not to miss the droll 
fellow on the rock.” • The affair ended, I believe, in 
the death of the fugitive. , 

We returned to Jaffa on the 24th May, and remained 
there till the 29th. This city, but lately the scene 
of a terrible necessity, was once more to behold the 
same necessity of commanding death. Here have I a 
rigorous duty to fulfil : I shall fulfil it, and will declare 
•\\Tiat I know — what I sdw. Some tents wore erected 
on a little eminence near the gardens which surround 
.Tafia on the oast. The order was secretly given to 
blow up the fortifications, and, on the 27tli, upon 
the signal appointed, we suddenly beheld the town 
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ration men said, “ go to anticipte the 


and nhy set oat to besiege that army in its own 
strongholds, in place of waiting for it on the plaint 
of Egypt? "Was it not erident, also, that the sea, in 
the possession of our enemies, nould he of vast 
importance in such an expedition This reasoning of 
the general pood sense of the army m ou!d be mcon* 
trovertible, if the real object of the si ar had been, as 
officially announced, the destruction of the butcher 
of Syna, But we have seen that it concealed other 
and greater, hut, m our circumstances, objects more 
chimerical still 

Bonaparte announced his entrance into Cairo by 
one of those lying bulletins that imposed only on 
fools I bnog," said he, in this precious document, 
“ many prisoners and colours I have razed the 
palace of the Djozzar, the ramparts of Acre There 
stands not one stor 
tants lied by sea. 

I avow a painful s 

words from liis dictation Excited by uhat I had 
just witnessed, it nas difiicult to refrain hazarding 


disembarkation in July,were the true causes, "e 
had enough of Syna. IVhat ahouJl ve hire don«* 
longer there ? lose men and time. Truly our leader 
had neither too many men nor too much time at hii 
disposal 

At Cairo I found several letters; among others, the 
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following from Mamontj dated Alexandria : — “ I send 
you, my dear friend, a letter, wliicli was enclosed in 
one from my wife. I earnestly hope, it may contain 
whereAvith to interest you deeply,’ and gi^’e you good 
neAVS of yom’ Avife and chil^en. I liaA'e receh’ed 
letters from my poor Hortense. She grieA'es, and 
expects me AA'ith impatience. May Heaven grant, my 
friend, that I may soon he able honom-ahly to see her 
again ! hline is not a light nor trivial passion ; no 
sentiment of frivolity inspires my eager desire of 
retuiTiingto France; hut a prudent calculation, AA’hich 
makes me dread misfortunes, that to me aa^ouW he 
irreparahle. Domestic happiness, the peace of a family 
drcle, the mutual confidence of hearts that love,— 
these, my dear B., ai'e the only objects worth euA^ying. 
These blessings I yet possess, hut risk losing them; 
and General Bonaparte, under AA-hose auspices my 
.union was cemented, ought to render it happy.” 

Scarcely anived at Cairo, Bonaparte learned that 
the brave and indefatigable Mourad Beyvras descend- 
ing hy the route of Fayoum, to join certain. insurrec- 
tionarj’- movements in Bohahyreh. In all probability, 
these had some connexion Aiuth the Turkish disposi- 
tions on the coast ; . and Mourad was directed by 
ncAVS fr’om Constantinople. The Nati’on lakes were 
appointed as. the rendezvous ; but' Murat being 
dispatched thither, the Bey retired by the desert of 
•Gizeh and the Pyramids. Bonaparte attached great 
importance to the destruction of this enterprising 
chief, whorii he regarded as his most formidable 
enemy in Egjpt. ' All his ; informations announced, 
that this Bey, supported by the Arabs, u-as hovering 
upon the confines of the desert of Gizeh. , Bonaparte, 
therefore, resoh’edto mai’dh in person, in order, from 
a central point, to direct different corps against the 
able and active partisan. On this expedition, he 

* It is truly delightful to read such a letter, amid these horrid 
details of Avar, and still more so, as the 'comi)osition of a celebrated 
Avarrior. ■ ' . 



left Cairo for the Pyramids the 1-ith July. Amid 
these ruins of Memphian eepulchreg, he sojourned 
three or four days. We shall presently see the 
reason of this brief stay. In the mean time, I shall 
just recur to a pretty little romance, n'hich has been 
got up on this journey, — a necessary step in our 
warlike operations. It is pretended, that here an 
assignation was made with the mufti and the ulem^ 

■ !•• ■ ■ ■ (■ 


intended, is a Tcry clnnisy attempt at uit. These 
Tenerohlo personages were no more present, tlian 
were the pope and the archbishops. 

On the cTcning of the 15th, 1 wtw wnlklng with 
the General, when we pcrccire^ adranclng from the 
north, an Arab messenger at full speed. He was tho 
bearer of a dispatch from Mamiont, who commanded 
at Alexandria, irreatly to Bonaparte's satisfaction. 
XI, c'^-' M.U At. r*. 

undci 

neirs • 

cnem ■ ^ ^ 

foreseeti mch an occunrnce. Tlte erent, however, 
was little expected by hw generals, to avliom ho bad 
announced the dcstnirtion, before Acre, of that very 
army now arrived in Hgypt. 





the inarch of the troopsj and for the conduct of the 
who, during his absence, were : to remain in t 
interior. I beheld at this crisis the full developeme 
of that ardent spirit, which was roused by difificulti 
1 — that celerity which anticipated chances. He was 
action, and never hesitated. At four, o’clock, on t 
morning of the 16th, he was on horseback, and t 
army in full march. At this epoch of life, enerj 
decision, promptitude, impertiu’bable presence ofmii 
and rapidity of execution, never forsook him on gr( 
emergencies. Must I not render justice to th( 
qualities? On the eighth day, after leaving t 
PjTamids, .we were in- Alexandria, where all n 
prepared for that memorable conflict of the 25 
July, which certainly did not repair the immei 
losses and fatal consequences , of the naval engagemc 
of the same name ;* : yet the battle of Alexandria n 
ever recal to Frenclimen one of their most glorio 
achievements in arms.. 

The Turks being defeated, Bonaparte sent an env 
on board the English admiral’s ship. Our intercom 
was marked by that m’banity which ought to chan 
terize the relations of civilized nations, TheEngli 
admiral presented to our envoy some little: gilts, 
return for those we had sent, andi . the Freh 
Gazetteer of Franckfort, of the 28th June, 17£ 
For ten months, we had been without . news fre 
France. Bonapai-te ran over this jouimal, with 
eagerness easy to be conceived. “ WeU,”. said -1 
“ my presentiment has not deceived me;: Italy 
lost. The miserable creatures ! All the fruit of o 
victories has disappeared. I must be gone.” 

He caused Berthier to be’ called— made him re 
the neivs. “ Things,” said he, “ go iU in France, 
must see what is passing there. You shall with me 
adding, that only I and- Gentheaume, for whom . ' 

* Nelson’s victory of AbouTdr is by tbe French writers nan 
the battle of Alexandria. — Translator. . 

‘ . 1 


had sent, were in th ■ ’ 

Berthier discretion ; • , . ■ ■ 

change nothing of hi , ' ■ ' s "■ 

chases, nor sell any thing; finishing nith the trords, 
“ I am sure of mvsellj— I am sure of Bourrienne.” 
The chief of staff promised silence, and kept his 
pledge. He had enough of Egypt, n os burning ndth 
ft de-'ire of returning to France, and feared lest his 
on*n indiscretion should niin all. Genthc.atune orriTcd. 
r ‘ V - _ - . 

i” 

or fis e hnndred men, and for tn o months. He then 
confessed to him the secret of the armament, recom- 
mending the closest concealment of its object, and to 
act svdtU such prudence, that the English cruisers 
might remain also in complete ignorance of the 
preparations, Afterw aids, he settled n ilh Gcnthc.aunic 
the route u Iiich n as to be follow ed. He prorided for 
ererj* contingency. 

We hare just seen the sole cause of the departure 
'V •* f r T‘ ‘s a set^' plain 

I . • ' • most absurd 

* * ' • It has been 

ttie object to as-sign to a simple occurrence, some 
extraordinary origin. It u not tnie, as so often 
repeated, that iic had detemined on his departure 
before the battle of Alexandri.a. He had no Fuch 
intention. He -would ha^e been very \scU pleased, 
had that disembarkation not taken pbee, in svhich 
ca.se, he siould have waited for nenn from France, 
and taken his resolution acconllnglr. It is pretended, 
that Bonaparte bad received intelirgence of events In 
Italy, before the engagement of the 2ith, by means of 
his secret correspondence. Tliere exlst^ no eorres- 
nondence, n hether private or official. Ten mouths 
had already elapsed, and w © were still n itliout nen s 
from Europe. It is contrary to truth, tliat he was 
officially iiJormed of the posture of oflain in France, 
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and'bf tlie critical situation of tilings both there and 
in Italy. Who is Bourbald, or Bombachi, reported so 
confidently to have brought news from Joseph to his 
brother at Acre, which occasionexl the siege to be 
raised ? I never heard the name ; and how was he to 
arrive at the canip .alone, either by sea or land? And 
then, Madame Bonaparte,— she^ foi'sooth/ told this 
secret to Fouche for one thousand louis! What 
secret? And this is founded «po?i Memoirs . not 

by, Fouche, which memoirs are a contemptible 
compilation of the hearsays of the times. Let us 
rest in the truth. It was the chance, already ex- 
plained, which procured news fi'om Europe. It 
ought to be regarded as certain, and I affirm, that 
Bonaparte never dreamt of his . departure for France, 
when he made his expedition to the Pjramids, nor 
when he learned the disembarkation of the Anglo- 
■’Turldsh army,- Writers have framed intelligence 
reaching -liim by way of Tunis, Algiers, Morocco — 
from I loiofi" not where ! But "nothing can be opposed 
td a certain fact. At this period, during more than 
two years, I know not that a single dispatch,' in any 
cu'cumstahces, remained unknomi to me. How, then, 
could all those mentioned escaiie my notice ? Almost 
all who spealc in this guise, ndshing to remove the 
charge of desertion from the leader of the- Egyptian 
army, cite a letter of the Duectory, of the 26th May, 
1799. This letter may have been nuitten, but it never 
arrived. What imports it, that such document appears 
in the archives ? All these are mere suppositions. 
\Wiat is now read, is from one who never quitted 
him, to whom ho told everj'^ thing, and who UTote all 
to his dictation, or by his order. I repeat, on our 
return from Syria, we were without news fi’om 
France, On the 2d July, the General U’i'ote to 
Desaix, the man whom he most loved and esteemed, 
that he was without intelligence from Eiuope, and 
waited for news. Tlie long wished for intelfigence 
reached us as now explained, and its nature determined 
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the resolution of Bonaparte, Mho non looked tijjon 
Ejypt as an exhausted held of glorjr^ On departing 


French flay yet floated orcr the Citamcts of the Nile, 
as ahoee the ruins of Memphis; and these miyhty 
names, united mth those of the P^Tamids and of 
Alerandna, had yet lost .none of their pon er over 
the imagination. Findiny the renonn of arms no 
longer sustained thcnciUvness of tho Directory, he 
hastened to see nhether he could not share or seize 
the directorial poner 

Bonaparte lelt Alexandria on the 5th of August, 

• . I . . 

nnnounccdVn 'intention, prcTiomly, to nm orcr^he 
Delta, for the purpose, jis lie u rote to the Diian of 
Cure, of there examining men and things uith hN 
linn e\c«. Till non, our secret Ind been fiithfully 
kept; hut on descending the Nile to Mrnouf, nliere 
Lanussc commanded, that braic olhccr duined our 
object; hut though he enxietl our lot, it was without 
tnmphunts and he said nothing to any one On the 
fllst wcreached the MVllsof Birket The Arabs had 
infected the irater; tho coromandcr-in*clnef, ahso- 


M ere bound for France. Joy appeared on ererj* counti^ 
nance i 

(teneral Kleber, then at Itosetta, for whom Bona, 
parte destined the command of the arm}, was inilted 
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to conic to Damicttn, in order to confer on matters of 
the utmost importance. In appointing this meeting-, 
ivcll knowing he should not he there, he wished to 
avoid the reproaches and the sturdy franlvucss of 
Klehcr. He then wrote whatever he had to say, 
giving as a reason for not keeping his appointment, that 
the apprehension, every moment, of seeing an English^ 
cruiser .appear, had induced him to accelcnatc his 
dep.artnre by three da3's. But, ndiilo na-iting this, he 
knew ivell that he should be .at sea before the letter 
was received. Klehcr complained loudly, in his corres- 
pondence, of this crafty policy. At the same time, the 
commauder-in-chief issued a proclamation to his army, 
in which he said,“ Intelligence from Europe has decided 
my departure for Fr.ance. I leave the comm.and of 
the army to Gencr.al Kleber.; the army .nail soon he.ar 
news of mej I c.annot expl.ain more full}'. It gives 
me p.ain to separate from soldiers to whom I am most 
.attached. But our separation is but for a moment, 
and the gencnal whom I leave yon enjoys the conii- 
dence of government, and mine.” 


CHAPTER XVL 

VOYAGE FROM EGYPT ARRANGEMENTS ADVERSE- 

WINDS — Bonaparte’s employments on board — 

, FORCED to land IN CORSICA DANGER OF CAPTURE ' 

— Bonaparte’s calmness and presence of mind 

LANDING INiFRANCE— ENTHUSIASTIC RECEPTION. 

, We were at last about to revisit our native land — 
a second time to traverse seas abounding in dangers. 
The ship destined for Bonapai’te was once more to 
carry Ciesar and his fortune ; no longer Caesar, indeed, 
adv.ancing towards the East, .'to . add Egypt to the 
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conniiosts of the republic, but Casar, rcvohiDjr 
m ills darl ened spint Tust designs and recoiling 
not at the idea of danng aU, to orertum, in his on n 
faTOur, the goveminent, under uliose auspices he 
had combated Blystery u as around us , the hOM of 
conquering the most celebrated countrj of the East 
did not non inflame youthful imaginations, as n hen 
no left the shores of France, our last illusions had 
faded beneath the n alls of Acre, and ire n ere con- 
strained to abandon, m a deadlj* land, the remnant of 
onr companions in arras In fine, an impenetrable 
destiny urged us onaranls, and ire obej ed the impulse 
On the 23d August, 1709, n e embarked in the tn o 
fngates, jVuiron and Camere, to the number of from 
four to fire hundred Such n as our squadron, such 
the formidable armoinent, irilh which Bonaparte— so 
he haduTitten to the Diran at Cairo— n ns to anmhi- 


RS Bonaj arte thought on thcmoiron Fifiecn months 
had elapsed sinccu oquitted our natire counirr Ea ery 
tiling smiled on our departure , all nas dark at our 
return B here noir arcre the fourteen ships of nnr, 
tlic frigates, the three hundred sail, nhieh then 
bounded oicr tlie surges of the Mediterranean to 
eastern conque«ts ^ B liat had been tbe fniit of thoso 
pompous proclamations, those promises, those hopes, 
and tren of onr first success? Bliat 1 ad arniled the 
capture of Malta in forte -eight hours, or the reduction 
of Egypt in one inoulh’ Alas, times ncre indeed 
rhangeil , reduced to roiireal our flight, to emliark by 
stealth, we read uolhmgtliat mi not hazardous in tlic 
future, and if wc cast rrroenibrance lark upon the 
raat, are had to deplore the Ios<* of our fleet, rej laced 
by tn o frail "N rnrtian ! arks fitted out in baste 
Night 1 ad already fallen arlien ai e got on I>oard Ihe 
frigates, ancboml at a considerable distaiire from the 
port of Alexandria. The feeble light of the »tani, 



NAPOLEON BONAPARTE. 


181 


hOB'ever, sufficed to sliow us a corvette approaching 
to observe, and, as it were, to bo present at our silent 
and nocturnal embarlcmcut. Next morning, on the 
point of setting sail, we perceived a wbeny inahing 
directly from the hai'bom*; on board was 3 NI. Grand- 
Maison, an excellent man, whom n^e all loved, but 
who, nevertheless, had not been nominated among 
those retiu’ning to France. He ehti'eated, supplicated, 
but in vain. Bonaparte, desirous to be gone, would 
listen to no new arrival ; and only at the last moment, 
Monge, BerthoUet, and m}'self prevailed ; we hoisted, 
over the sliip’s side, our brother of the Egj^ptian 
Institute, with the breeze su'elling in oiw sails. 

The statement is erroneous, that Admiral Gen- 
tlieaume remained absolute master of his movements; 
as if any one soever could Inive commanded, Bonapai:te 
being present. So far from' that, be explained to the 
admfral, in my hearing, that he was not to follow the 
ordinary- com'se, and throw himself into the 02)en sea. 
“ I desire,” said the General, " that you keep as close 
as possible to the coasts of Africa, running along the 
.shores of the Mediterranean. You will pursue this 
route till we come opposite Sardinia. I have here a 
handful of brave feUoAvs, with a few pieces of artillery. 
If the English present themselves, I hull I’un ashore 
upon the sands ; with my troop I will gain, by land, 
Oran, Tunis, or some other port, and there find means 
to re-embark.” Such was his resolution, and it was 
irrevocably fixed.. 

. Dm’ing twenty-one days, the mnd, blowing from 
the west or north-west, was constantly adverse. We 
were thus unceasingly driven back towards the coasts 
of Sp-ia and. Alexandria, wliich port it was once agi- 
tated to re-enter; but Bonaparte declared for running 
aU hazards, rather than retmm. In the day-time, we 
tacked towai’ds the north for a certain distance ; in the 
evening, we stood in till within sight of the coast. At 
length, after twenty-one days of impatience and oppo- 
sition, a . very favourable "wind from , the east carried 
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us, in a short timo, past Cape Bon, the site of the 
ancient Carthage. Soon aftem ards n c douhled Sar- 
dinia, runninjr alonjf the-nestem shore^ and keeping 
<lo‘«e in nith the kind; it na.? the intention to hate 


I ionmii;! iiilu 1 i.iiiie. kfuiiiij' his luuiuenis oi leibiin , 
le nalked upon deck, constantly occupied in super- 
intending the cscaition of Jiis orders. The smallest 
«ai! renen ed his disquiet ; lime seemed lonp to him in 
the commencement of the passijje, before painin" the 
Sardinian. Sea. The fear of falling into the hands of 
the English never forsook him; this uas uhat he 
roost dreaded then ; yet, aftem ards ! — he Lelicred In 
the generosity of these ven' enemies I 

Every Ihinjr conairred to render our passage 
drearj* and monotonous. Tl«e General had lost four 
nideWe-camp, Croiser, SiilkonsVy, Jtillen, and Oui. 
hert} Caffarelli, Bfueys, and many others, verc no 
more. Our certain misfortunes, and the disquietudes 
of the future, alike threw their gloom over our hniini. 
Nevertheless, thonghonrapprehensioii u as but toojiist, 
and intense the pre*oceiipation of Bonaparte’s mind, 
there si ere yet times when we eonght to unbend from 
anviety, or, In fsmlliar phrn-se, to kill lime, Who 
would have believeil it? Instead of cultivating the 
intellect by learned discussions, w e endeavoured to find 
in cards n resource from thought. Weill even in 
an amu-sement eo frisolous, tlie elinrartev of our eom- 
panion manifesteil its pmiliar bias. In general, he 
disliked plav j hut, emeeplay he must, preference sms 
given to VttiQt et on, benm'«e that game comes to a 
conclusion eooner than others. If, in describing his 
noble dectls of arm*, he Josed to embellish, to vaunt 
his fortnne, *o he did not d««dain to aid his cards b_i 
aleicht of hand { in one word, he rhenfed. He laughed 
heart ily, too, at those little trirka, especially w hen thei 
sre re not detected ; ard, eooth to lay, wc w err alreadi 
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courtiers enoiigli to, flatter him in this petty ambition, 
by voluntarily shutting our eyes. But I ought also to 
be no less ht haste to .say, that he never toolc advan- 
tage of these little conmvances in play. "Wlien the 
party broke iip, he restored his ndnnings, which we 
divided amongst us. The gain, as may be supposed, 
was no object j but fortune must give liini, at the 
nick of time,- an ace or ten, just as she owed him 
favourable weather on a day of battle ; and if fortune 
failed in her duty, no one was to perceive. He 
•played also at chess, but A^ery rarely, because indiffe- 
rently, and liked not being beaten at tliis game, which 
passes, one knows not Avell Avhy, for a. pretended 
imitation of the great game of Avar. At that, Bona- 
parte feared no • one. I remember, at Mantua, Jiis 
losing a game to General Beauvoir, reckoned one of 
the best players in Europe, who gave him odds. He 
,was any thing but Avell jfleased. He liked very well 
do play Avith me, however, because, though the siipe- 
. rior, I Avas not so much so as to gain always. When 
successful, he Avould give over playing, in order to 
rest upon his laurels. 

Scai’cely had Ave passed Sardinia, when the n;est 
Avind, rising Avith great violence, constrained us, on 
the 1st October, to. enter the Gulf of Ajaccio. We 
set sail on the mon*ow, but finding it impossible to 
clear the gulf, were obliged to seek shelter in port, 
and land at Ajaccio, till the 7th. It may easily be 
imagined how impatient he was of this delay ; often, 
indeed, did he manifest that impatience, as if he would 
command the elements, in like manner as men obe3’ed 
him. He was losing time, and time was precious j but 
there existed also a more serious subject of uneasi- 
ness. “ What shall I do,” he Avould saj’’, “ if the 
English cruisers in these seas hear of my forced stay 
in Corsica ? I must then remain ; and what an abode ! 

. what .Avearisome daj'S ! The thought is insupportable ! 
Besides, jmu see, it absolutely rains relations xipon 
-me.” This Avas very true; his gi’eat fame had prodi-' 
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"tously increased his fanuly. He mtis oremhelmcd 
with visits, sohcitntions, and rcnucsts The nhole 
city was in movement. Every body claimed to he his 
cousin at least j and from the amazin^ number of 
l^odsons, so stylin" themselves, one uould have 
ima^ned that the Gonenl tuid stood sponsor for 
every fourth child in the place. 

Bonaparte tooh screnlu alksvnth us in the cm irons 
of Ajaccio. In the zenith of his pouer, he did not 


cardinal understood hou to charjro. ITils sum as 
all that Bonaparte brought from Eirypt I mention 
tlus fact, becnnse the General has been unnorthily 
calumniated in letters, UTittcn after our dejiarture. 


for fifteen, tn enty-fivc,and even thirty»threc thon^and 
fnnes. 1 attest, nhilc in F^ynt, that he nas never 
seen to appropriate the snimlcst sura above his 
appointments He left that countrj ]>oorcr than he 
entereiL These are incontestable tniths From hia 
private notes upon F^ypt,* it appears that the reve- 
nue dnuTi fniin that rouoliy in tuelvc months, 
nmoiinted to 1S,C00,000 francs, (4^525,000 sterling) 
In this ^iira nre iii< Imicd 2,000,<K)(>, 8,300 sterlin;?,) 

at least, of extraordinary leiies, iiliich would never 

• Ttirse or<TjpT the whole of Oia;)trr xrii of rol. it. in the 
eripnjl wptV, liul, M Ihry mntain hllle of very peetduir 

interr'*, Iw^-un I Che £ifl of iheir linnjr Ihe rotromitj. n of Huns- 
jvirtr tmi •< evifWinfj his weD.Vnmni j¥i» rn of uWmtion, smt 
«f eoo<!ms nr knnwleiJj**, tJey have lierB omilted in the Iransli- 
tum.— TroMiLitor. 
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have been toiichcd,' had not a good many heads hccn 
chopped off. Bonaparte remained fourteen months 
in Egypt, and ho cai'i’icd away from thence, say thej^ 
20,000,000! (£833,000 sterling.) One would think 
calumny must he sweet to certain people; hut, at 
least, they should put a little prohahility, a little 
address, into them scjindals. Very well [ this treastmc 
of twenty millions hai'cly sufficed for Bonaparte’s 
disbursements at Ajaccio, and our travelling expenses 
to Paris ! 

During the passage, till om* airival in Corsica, his 
mind was much occupied with the manner in which 
should he passed the time of quarantine at Toulon, 
an infliction he never calculated upon escaping. 
Then illusions on the state of our affairs, would often 
induce him to hold with me such discourse as the 
foUouung; — “ Were it not for this acem’sed quaran- 
tine, scarcely on shore, I would hasten to place myself 
at tlie head of the army of Italy. There is yet some 
resoimce. I am confident, not a general would refuse 
me the command. -The news of a victory gained by 
me in Italy, would anive at Paris, as soon as that of 
Alexandria. That would do capitally.” In Corsica, 
his language was very different. There he learned 
the series of om’ disasters, the death of Joubert, and 
the loss of the battle .of Novi, on the 15th August.* - 
The greatness of the public calamity almost unmanned 
him, wliile it added to the anxiety and doubt on his 
own position and probable reception. In the midst 
of all these disti’actions^ he was still himseltj though 
less so than usual. 

Providing for all possible chances, he purchased at 
Ajaccio a large skiff, which was to be taken in tow 
by the Muiron. Into this shallop, manned with 
twelve of the best rowers to be found on the island, 

*■ Alas, poor Italy I the constant sufferer, whoever may be the 
conqueror ! 'When the Translator but lately passed through Novi, 
the town on the south and east lay half in ruins, from the con- 
sequences of that battle fought thirty years ago. 
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it M-as Ills intention to tlirow himself, in case of 
ineiitahic danger of capture, and to run for the 
nearest shore at all hazardi:. This precaution had 
nearly proved not unnecessarj'. Our course uas 
prosperous and tranquil, till the evening of the 8th, 
having hcen at length cnaUcA to leave Ajaccio the 
dav pre\ ions ; hut at snaset, n c ere signalized hy 
anEngli*’ ’ - ursucr», 

favonred san* 

ns much ^ ^ ^ Tliey 


could long discern the English signals, and the report 
of cannon sounded more and more touards the left. 
^Vc conceived that the intention of the cniisere must 
be to turn us on the south-east quarter. In these 
circumstances, Bonaparte might have been permitted 
to render thanks to fortunes for it is very evident, 

41.4V.J. .» — 'i1 T* . 


They probably took us for a convov of stores, 
praeVeding from Toulon to Uenoa, to nhich miRtake, 
and the npproicii of night, vre ncrc indebted for 

p.*'* -»' • > ' • • • 

this evening 

of , nfiil Agitation 

prevailed on board the JHuiron. Ocntlieaume, espe- 
rialiy, Tvas the victim of a distraction, impossible to 
desmbe, and distressing to m itness ; he had absolutely 
lost his wits, for our dis.aster seemed itievitablc. Ilis 
proposal M*as to put aliout for Corsica. “ No, no!” 
repiie»l Bonaparte imperiously; •* No, Set all sail— 
efcTT tout to his post. To the north-nest — to the 
nortn-nest— onwards!** Tliis order saved us; and I 
pledge the assurance, tliat, in the midst of a terror, 
almost nnirenal, Bonaparte ssas occupied solely in 
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ginng orders ; tlie rapidity of liis judgment seemed 
to increase with the aspect of danger. The remera- 
hrance of that night will never he effaced from my 
memory : the hours were long, .and none knew upon 
what new dangers the morning would hre.ak. In the 
mean time, the resolution of our leader was fixed ; his 
orders were issued, his aiTangcments made. Already, 
in the evening, he had determined to commit himself 
to the skiff, had named those persons admitted to 
share his fate, and had pointed out to me what papers 
it was most important to s.avc. Happily, our terrors 
were v.ain, and these dispositions unnecessary ; the 
first beams of day discovered to us the hostile fleet 
steering tow.ards the north-cast, .and we continued our 
coui-se for the long wished shores of France. 

On the 9th October, 1799, at eight o’clock in tlic 
morning, we entered the bay of Frejus ; the sailors 
hot having remarked the coast during the night, we 
knew not u-here we were. At fii'st there ivas some 
hesitation whether we ought to adv.anco ; we were 
not expected, .and could not reply to the signals 
changed during oui’ absence. Some shots n’ere fired 
from the batteries oh the coast ; but our frank 
entiaance into the roadstead ; the numbers crowded 
on the declis of the two frigates ; our demonstrations 
of joy, soon dispelled- every doubt of our being friends. 
Already had wc' entered the port, and almost taken 
up a station, when the report spread, that one of the 
ships carried General Bonaparte. In an instant the 
sea n'as covered with erab.arkations J in vain we be- 
sought the people to keep at a distance ; we were fairly 
carried off and landed on shore : if we represented to 
the crowd of men and women, which pressed around 
us, the danger they incurred, all cried out, “ We prefer 

" the plague to the Austrians !” 

' ’Miat we felt on treading the soil of France, I essay 
hot to describe : Oh ! hoAV sweet it seemed to breathe 
the air of our native land under the delicious, sky of 
Provence I The reception we had experienced; thp 
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acclamations, the delinum, of T\hicli our leader was 
the object , the interest which every one ivas urgent 
to expres:, ton-ards «S heightened our gladness All 


uy one fcjKiuuneous ittiiug, ne repeated, •nitii tears 
of enthusiasm, the heantiful lines n Inch Voltaire has 
put into the mouth of the Sicilian exile 
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JOURNEl TO PtfttS — ENTIItSlASSI OF THE rRENCtI 
PFOPfE — VIEWS OF BONSPAnTE — SirFTIXO Wifit 
JOSEPUtNE — STATF OP PARTIES — BlnrCTORS — 
ARMY — MORrXt — -OERNADOTTR — A\ECDOTPS 
tXTBlOUES — PREPARA-TIOSS FOR A NFW REVatU- 
TION 

Iv this return to France, the simple announcoraent 
of which pr<v!iiced efT* cts still remembered, lioth there 
an I throughout Forope, Bonaparte has licen nccused, 
first, of breaking the qciarinlme law^, and, secondlv, 
of hanng thus only eonsommated n design long 
matured of aliandmunghisrompanioas in I gint On 
l)oth of these points I have related facts lie haxl 
himself, as we hare seen, almais looked fnniird to 
tlie oiahnar) quarantine , he hai\ made arrangements 
fir passing the time, and, if am, the inhabitants of 
Frejus were the oiilr colpnts Other writers have 
rofnrnitted ll " «1»« ef *1 . 


where tlie plague bad bnt lately raged, are must regard 
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it as a’ singular happiness that France and Europe 
were pi’eserved fi'om the scourge. As to the second 
accusation, I have already shewn that his departure 
was the effect of a sudden i-esolution, as ndU appear 
farther from a little pereonal incident, Wliile at 
Cairo, before the landing of the Turks, and just on 
the point of setting out for the Pja-amids, I uTote, 
bidding ah almost eternal adieu to my wife, seeing no 
prospect of return, and aware of the dangers to which 
we were continually exposed. If Bonaparte had then 
entertained the intention of embarking, I must haw 
knoAvn, and knowing, surely I would not thus cause- 
lessly haA’e distressed my family. Two days after the 
reception of this melancholy epistle, my wife was 
awakened early in the morning .by , a messenger, 
beaiing my letter from Frejus, announcing our return 
to France, and that General Bonaparte vrould dine 
with my mother, on his way through Bens .! My nife 
set out immediately, and,' on her way, passed Louis, 
and afterwards, Madame Bonaparte, hastening to meet 
us. They took the road to Lyons, and missed the 
General, "vidio changed his first route: 

Men often tallc of the good fortune which aocom? 
panics certain individuals in all their undertakings. 
Witliout believing in this species of predestination, if 
I examine those dangers, so numerous, so varied, from 
which Bonaparte escaped, on so many i occasions, the 
hazards u'hich he braved, the chances he , ran, I can 
conceive that other's may attach to him this faith. 
But, ha'ring long studied " the man of destiny,” I have 
seen, that what others, and he himself, called his 
fortune, was his genius ; that his- success resulted 
from his own deep foresight, his calculations, rapid 
ns the lightning, the instant accordance of his thoughts 
.and actions, .and the conviction that boldness is often 
UTsdom. If, for example, during orU' passage. from 
Alcx.andi'ia to Frejus, Bonaparte had not inviolably 
held a route different from the ordinary coiu'sc ; if he 
had consented to return, to the port of Alexandria, or. 
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learned the real extent of our reverses in Ital) . 
completely effaced former ideas, weakened, 


upon the effect uhich uould he produced in France 
by the simultaneous announcement of an 
and Italian vatoiy*. Oectded thus to hasten uitli 
nil speed to Pans, ho set out the same altcnioon. 
Every ulierc uus he received with the same enthii- 


he first 
These 




ment. Two dth-jera threatened at one and the same 
moment,— anarchy and the Dourhons. There was 
felt the nressln* and inrsistihle necessity of concen- 
trating the saprrme pcirrr} and, at the same time, of 
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maintaining tliose institutions -wliicli embalmed the 
spirit and tlie intelligence of the age, which France had 
purchased so gloriously, and at the price of ten years 
of misfortune ; of which she had known the sAveets 
only in hope ; and which seemed bn the point of being 
lost for ever. The good sense of the nation was 
searching for a man, capable of restoring tranquillity 
to an exhausted and bleeding country, liut the search 
had yet been. vain. A fortunate soldier presented him- 
self, covered with glory, who had unfm-led the banners 
of the Republic from the Capitol and fi-om the Pyra- 
mids. All acknowledged his qioss&ssion of superior 
talents : his character, the well Icnonm boldness of his 
views, and his victories, had placed him in the lirst 
rank : his conduct hitherto had likewise. appeared to 
proclaim the wish to render the country of his adoption 
free and happy. Thus, ndthout a thought in reserve, 
expectation lixed upon a general, whom past actions 
designated as the most capable of defending the republic 
from foes without, and liberty from false friends within ; 
a general whom his flatterers, and even many of good 
faith, addressed as “ the hero of liberal principles.” At 
the least, there could not be comparison between him' 
and the ignoble crowd of fanatical hypocrites, who, 
under the pretexts of republican and liberal notions, 
had reduced France to the most disgraceful and vilest 
servitude. But, in realit}',- who could have imag’ined 
that, after obtaining the chief magistracy of that 
republic, for whose preservation he had seemed to 
labour so earnestly and so successfully, Bonaparte ^vould 
employ the powers of that very magistracy, to prostrate 
beneath his feet those principles which he had so often 
proclaimed — to wliich he had pledged allegiance 'i 
Among the mighty projects rolling unceasingly 
through the mind of Bonaparte, must undoubtedly lie 
ranged the de.sign of airiving at the head of the 
government. But the belief is eironeous, that, on his 
return, he had any formed plan, .any settled scheme ; 
there existed something of vague -ambition in his 
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aspirations ; and, so to spe^v, lie nns building airy 
structures on a magnificent scale The mirch of 
’ - ’ ‘’i Lis desires j and one 

■ . Frencliman aided in 

■ ■ Bompartc to poncr. 

It is certain, that those nnammoiis pbiudit', that 
universal joy and enthusiasm, nhicli to concei>c must 


loudly proclaimed the nronjjs of the people, and the 
hope that thej had found in the “ roan of victory,” 
him Tvliom they delighted to call their lihemtor, n as 
tho first and pnocipal eiicourngemciit to ads-nnee 
directly to the accomphshment of those aims, non 
apparently indicated hy the mshes of rranco. Tins 
lie often repeated to me. 

We reached Pans on the C-fth Vendemnire, (IGtli 

0 • • *1 . s • * • . • 


tnc Donrbonnois.’ me ncu's oi tiic (ienenU's <ii4> 
emharhattoii at Freius, had been tniismitted by tele* 
pninli to Pans Madame Bompnrte, duiing at M- 
Ooliicr’s tbe same day on nhirh, as president of tho 
Directory, he rcceised this dispatch, formed tho 
resolution of instantly Fettiu" out to meet her husband, 
hnoningof uhat imnortaiue it mis tint slie sbotihl 
l>e beforehand siith Ins brothers. The jealous fury, 
caused formerly by the imprudent conduet of Jiinot, 
had left no apparent traces; neTertheless, neerrt 
unspifion preyed noon the mind of Bonaparte. MJien 
Josephine returned to Pans, «c Mere nlrendv there, 
llemembruiieof the past, the hateful and enrVnomeil 
tales of his brothers, evngvemtion of facts, Imd exa». 
perated him to tbe last ds^re ; arcordiiiglj, Josrphuie 
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Avas received Anth a studied severity, and an cjq>ressiou 
of tlic most cutting indiflcronce. For three days he 
held no communication Avith her, and, during’ that 
space, spoke to mo incessantly of those suspicions 
AA'hich imagination had noAv converted into certainties. 
Often threatenings of diA’orcc AA'crc uttered, AA-ith no 
less fury than on the confines of Syria. I agiiin 
assumed, AA’ith success, the part of conciliating ; ray 
cndeaA’Ours, seconded hy his oaati reflections, the 
sincere aficction he had alAA-ays entertained for 
Josephine, and his regard for her children, hrought 
about a perfect reconciliation. After these three days 
of matrimonial pouting, their union, on this point, 
AA'as never again aflcctcd, not even at a suhsequent 
period, hy Josephine’s foolish expenses and debts. , 

On the morroAv after his arrival, Bonaparte paid a 
visit to the Directory, The intervioAi' Avas cold. On 
the 24th, he said to me, “ At dinner, yesterday, Aidth 
Gohier, I affoefed to take no notice of Sieyes, aa'Iio 
Avas there, and I could observe all the rage Avith 
AA'hich this contempt inflamed him.” — “ But are you 
sure he is against you ?” — “ I knoAV nothing about his 
plans as yet; but he is a man of system — that I like 
not.” In fact, Bonaparte Avas already contemplating 
hoAV he might turn him out, and take his place in the 
Directory. 

But, to foUoAv the march of CA’cnts, aa'c must cast a 
retrospective glance upon the state of parties during, 
our absence, and at our return to Pans. The army 
AA’as exclusively republican, AA’hile the Directorj’^ and 
the government seemed as if constituted expressly- for 
inti-igne of all kinds. Sieyes Avas reported at one time 
to have entertained thoughts of inviting the Duke of 
BrunsAvick to the head of affairs ; and Barras seemed 
not to have been far removed -tfom recalling the 
Bourbons ; Moulins, Roger Ducos, and Gohier, alone 
maintained, or affected alone to maintain, the possibility 
of preserving existing forms. Among the. military, 
again, Moreau enjoyed a high reputation, and might 

VOL. T. t N 
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repaired the disasten on the German frontier. Bona- 
parte, on the other hand, had, for doroted nortizan*, 
all the companions of his Italian ^lory, and, a littlo 
ater, those srhom h® termed, " my Egyptians.” 
Bemadotte, too, tboogh at the head of no party, 
ocenpied a com^icoous place in pnhlic attention, 
as a stem and mdeziblo repnhlican, round whom, 
in the erent of onv great political explosion, most 
probably, would rally all thoso of similar sentiments. 
Strang®, that the affairs of Enrope should since 
hare been so cUauged, so intemin^cd, so fantastic, 
that tho cronn of Sweden has become compatible 
with the fidchtr sworn to the constitution of year 
nil During tho Egyptian expedition, Bemadotto, 
in his capacity of zedous republican, had di<chnrged 
tho functions of minister of war. I bare strong 


nation to this oflic®. At the same time, I guaranteo 
only what 1 lure seen or heanL It nris aUo reported, 
that, at first, he had yielded to their inflnenco; but 
aflenrard.*, alienated by their demands in favour of 
their client, acted independently in his ofilc®, and 
even undertook to open tho eyes of the Directory to 
tlie ambitions views of tho ^naparles. Certainly 
the tubseffueat conduct of Bemadotte, as n Itnessed by 
mrwlf, went to corroborate these renorta Endowed 
with rare perrpicacity, be iras the first to penetrate 
clearly the ulterior designs of Bonaparte. Ho MW 
the Directory dirided into two parties { one diipcil by 
thi^romUos, the other accomplices, of the con<ineror 
HDT*’ these circumstances. If I may «o express 
myself, he hawked about the offer of his* tcrrlces to 
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all those in the government n-ho -were, like himself, 
opposed to the change so ranch apprehended. But- 
Bonaparte "was not the man to be vanquished in 
management, and every instant beheld liis ranlis 
increase. 

There were also causes of private difference. Bci- 
nadotte did not, like all the other generals in Paris,, 
visit Bonaparte on his arrival. Tliis absence was the 
more remarked, that the fomrer had served in Italy. 
It was only after the lapse of fifteen daj's, and upon 
the repeated instances of JosejA, and hladarae Joseph 
Bonaparte, his sister-in-law, that Bernadotte paid a 
visit to his old commander. I was not present, but 
soon Icnew the result of the interview, where the con- 
versation had been long and animated. On its termi- 
nation, Bonaparte entered the studj'^ where I was at 
work, quite agitated : hastilj’- addressing me, — “Bonr- 
rienne, can you conceive Bernadotte ? Yon have 
just traversed France with me. You yourself have 
said, that you read in the enthusiasm called forth by 
my return, the desire of every Frenchman to escape 
from the ^sastrous situation into which our reverses 
have plunged the countiy. Very well I Now see 
to Bernadotte ! ho vaunts the brilliant and victorious 
condition of France ; tells mo of Russia beaten ; of 
Genoa occupied; of innumerable armies every where 
levying; and of I know not what more besides. It 
is all humbug.” — “ I understand nothing of this exag- 
geration,” replied I ; “ but did he not speak to you of 
Egypt ?” — ^ “ Ah ! now yon put me in mind. ' Did he 
not reproach me for not having brought the army 
along ndth me ? My answer to this was,— You just 
now told me, that you have more than enough of 
troops; that all your frontiers are secured; that 
immense levies are making; that you have 200,000 
foot, and 40,000 cavahy. If so, of what use would 
a few thousand men more be in France, who are yet 
sufficient to preserve Egypt ? To this he could m^e 
no reply. Then this man, quite proud of having been 
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minister of var, lias the impiitlence to tell me, that 
he loohs upon the Egyptian anny as lost. He did 
niorc — he has shenn nictliat he penetrates my inten- 
tions 1 He spoke of enemies n ithout, and enemies 
nithin. At these last irords he {rare me a look: I 
al«o ahon-ed a glance to escapel*— But, patience! the 
pear nUl soon he ripe! Yon knon* Josephine, her 
grace, and her address ; she changed the conversation. 
Bemadotte saiv, from mv countenance, that I had 
enough of it, and took himself off— But I intcmipt 
you — I am in Josephine’s apartment.” In a prnate 
conversation nitli Madame Bonaparte on the same 
cvenin;, n hicb, it is not to he denied, I n as anxious 
to liold, after this recital, the nhole nns tonfirmeik 
She repeated Bemadotle’srionls. “ I do not despair,” 
wid he, “ of the safety of the State, and am certain 
the Bepuhlic nill be aide to deal siith enemies 
wliether from sutliout or from Mithln. In pro- 
nouncing the last nords,” continued she, " Bcmn- 
dotte’s look made me IremWe. One n ord more, and 
Bonaparte uoiild have hruKen out. It is true,” said 
she again, “ it uas a little his onn fault ; for it sins 
hen ho first turned the convercation upon political 
and Bemadotte, in presenting to him n flattering 
picture of the condition of rmure, only replied to one 
of another description, nhirh tlie.deneral had ^u»t 
drauii. You kuon*, my pood Bourriciine, our friend 
is iKit at all seasons oscr prudent ; and I fear he s.iid 
too much to Bcruadolfe, on the necessity of changes 


Lite miiiistfr, howeier, siere ntteninting to recal him 
to his fiirmcr p< st. Tliis it imported much to pn'Tcnt ; 
and lifM* nell Bonaparte already understood iiis posi- 
tion, npjtefln from a csmversation held nith me the 
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second da}’^ after om* annval. After a slvort silence, 
and rubbing his broAv ivith his right hand, he con- 
tinued, hrcaldug pfF from less important matters,-^ 
“ I am perfectly aware, that Bernadotte and Moreau 
will he against me. But of hloreau I have no fear ; 
he is soft, without energy. I am sure he jirefei-s 
military to political porver; we shall gain him by 
the offer of a command. But, Bernadotte ! he has 
Moorish blood in his veins; ho is enterprizing and 
bold, and loves me not. I am almost certain he will 
he against me. K he become ambitions, he will con- 
ceive that he has a right to dare all. You will 
reihembcr hith what lulceu'ai’mncss he acted on the 
18th Fructidor, Avhen I sent him to second Aiigerean. 
Besides, this de\nl of a fellow is, in a measure, ])roof 
against seduction; he is disinterested; he has judg- 
ment : but we shall see.” In little more than three 
weeks after our airival, Bernadotte had dined until 
Bonaparte, both in the Rue Victoirc and in the 
country. The latter had laid himself oiit to persuade, 
and finally prevailed on the former, if not to be for, 
at least not actively to oppose his schemes. In all 
these advances, Bonaparte acted upon his own prin- 
ciple, — " We must always be beforehand ivith our 
enemies, and shew them a fair outside; without 
that, they think we fear them, and this gives them 
boldness.”' iloreau,' again, had been brought in the 
same time completely-oj’^er. Such were the difficulties 
ill; the way, such the imperious necessity of well 
knowing our ground, when Bonaparte began to act. 
Advance we now into a inore extensive field, and view 
our first chances. 

In order to express its high esteem for the General, 
the Council of Five Hundred named his brother 
Lucien their president. The sequel proved of ivliat 
importance was this nomination, which, with the 
excellent conduct of Lucien, who throughout dis- 
played a courage, activity, intelligence, and presence 
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of mind, rarely fonnd in the same indiridaal, mainly 
contribntcd to the success of the 19th Bnimaire.* 

General had ft fixed plan of conduct, Tvhence 
he did not once depart during the twenty-three days 
from his arrival, till the ahore date. He refused 
almost all private invitations, as a safeguard against 
indiscreet inquiries; he vraved all unacceptable offers, 
and all replies u hich might compromise him. It u as 
even uith considerable repugnance that he went into 


given in honour of Bonaparte. This, tbe heaviest 
affair at which I uas ever present, attained, how- 
ever, its object. Two parties, till then irritated 
.. <.v ..4 


lame ivuu Leituier auu lujseu, aduressed a iew 
words of flattery to some, to others an unmeania|f 


much treachery and impudence, that, for the honour 
of the human species, a veil should he drawn over tbe 
disgusting detail. All finishes by sabre-cuts. 

The first views of General Bonaparte were directed 
towards his former aim of obtaining a place in the 
Directory. But the old objection of age was still 
opposed, even by his 'narmest partizans, to his nomi- 
nation,— so much are men more the slaves of names 
and forms, than the simporters of the essential in 
laus, government, and liberty. Ibis constitutional 
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objection, B’hich Bonaparte, 'witli all his .efforts, 
percoiveil he could not surmount, Tpas urged by 
those Avlio •were plotting fundamentally to overturn 
.the constitution of the year III, Soon as his inten- 
tions were known fully, there were seen to group 
around him, all those who had long divined the man 
that would be called, and many reared by the Revo- 
lution, who conceived themselves neglected. It was 
now, who should share the spoils of the Directory, 
and of the two Councils. At that price, the services 
of all were venal. These able, and in their own 
spheres, influential men, exerted their . interest to 
engage Bonaparte to unite ndth Sieyes, though their 
hostility had been increased, by a report brought to 
Bonaparte’s car, that after the dinner at Gouier’s, 
already mentioned, Sieyes exclaimed, after the Ge- 
'ncral’s departure, — See ho^v this little insolent 
treats a member of that authority, which ought to 
have ordered him to be shot,” In those, days, too, 
Bonaparte had termed the nomination of Sieyes 
scandalous j but all was changed by able mediators. 
These represented to the General, how "useless it was 
seeking to take place of Sieyes ; better flatter him, 
in the hope of overturning the present, .and malting a 
new, constitution; above all, tempt his cupidity. 
One said, in my. hearing, Seek sujiport among 
those .who treat as Jacobins the friends of the 
Republic.; :and be assured, Sieyes is at the head of 

that party.”. , 

In order speedily to rid themselves of a reputation 
which embarrassed and disquieted them, the members 
of the Directory sent for the General to attend a 
private sitting. On the morrow, he informed me of 
the result ; “ They offered me the choice of any army 
I might desire to command. I did not refuse ; but 
requested some time for the re-establishment of my 
health ; and to escape other troublesome offers, took 
my leave. I lyill not return to their sittings. — (He 
lyent only once again.) — I decide for the party of 
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Sieycs. It numbers better than that of the profligate 
Barras. The latter would, besides, have Tepi\"nance 
to play an inferior part; and I mil never yield to 
j i, _ — , IT. 1 _ -If t If Sieyes, on 

•■ ■■ • . come to an 

understanding, when tbe former let out, that Barras 
had said, — ** The little Corporal made his fortune in 
Italy. He has no need to return.” Bonaparte, 
upon this, ucnt to the Directory, expressly to rebut 
this accusation; compbuning loudly, before all, of 
this attack: resolntely aflirming, that his supposed 
fortune was a fable; and that if he had made a 
fortune, it was, at least, not at the expense of 
the Hepubh'c. “ You know well,” said he to me, 
speaking on this subject, “ that the mines of Hydria 
produced the greater part of what I may have.” 
The peculations of Barms were at this very time 
notonous. ^ 

At this important crisis, Bonaparte admitted few 
into his confidence. He communicated his designs 
r-1- *>*»-.. . <1 • ^ 

’ • ’the impulse 

' . ^ j obedience 

upon the faith of those promises, by which their 
assistance had been purchased. As time advanced, 
agents of all descriptions, agitators, partizans, the 
public journals, were set to work, dmiising every 
where the requisite opimons and alarms. . 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

REVOLUTION OF IStiI RRUMAIRE — PREPARATIONS IN 

Bonaparte’s iiousE — in the chambers — st 
CLOUD — Bonaparte’s speech — fears — cham- 
bers DISSOLVED — BONAPARTE ELECTED CONSUL, 
WITH SIEVES AND DUCOS. 

The parts w’crc well cast in tlio grand drama, 
Svhose' catastroplic approached. During the three 
days preceding the 18tli Brnmaire, (8th November,) 
every one was at his post. Lncien, with no less 
actmty than intelligence, advanced the conspiracy in 
the Council of Five Hundred. Sieyes took care of 
the Directory. Real, under the wing of Fouche, 
negotiated uHtli the departments, and, according to 
the instructions of his leader, laboured with admii'ahle 
address, without compromising Fouche, for the de- 
struction of those from whom that minister derived 
his power. Time pressed. So early as the 14th, 
Fouche said to me, — “ Tell your general, then, to 
make haste. If he delays, he is lost.” ; 

On the 17th, Bonaparte was informed hy^Rcgnault 
St. Jean d’Angely, that the overtures made to Cam- 
haceres and Lebrun, w'ere not received in a very 
decided manner. " I hull have no tergiversation,” 
replied the General, ivith wamitli. " Let them not 
suppose I have need of them. They must decide to- 
,day. If not, to-mon-ow will he too late. I feel 
myself sufficiently strong at present to Stand alone.” 
These individuals had remained almost strangers to the 
intrigues Avhich preceded the 18th Brumau-e. Bona- 
parte, in his arrangements, had cast his eyes upon 
Cambacefes, the minister of justice, in order to create 
him one of has colleagues, w'hen he should be in a condi- 
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balance the former choice Lebrun was well known 
as a man of honourable conduct and moderate pnn 
ciples By this selection, Bonaparte hoped to satisfy 
all parties Besides neither was in a state to contend 
a^inst ius own inOexiblo resolution and ambitious 
views. 

■\Vhat low jntn^es the J7th Bnimaire beheld I 
That day I dined with Bonaparte After dinner, he 
said to me,— “ To morrow I hare engaged to dine 
snth Gohier You may well bebeve I shall do no 
such thin^ I am not the less resed at his obstinacy 
To re-assuro him still more, my wife has just invited 
him to breakfast for to-morrow It is impossible he 
should apprehend any thin" I saw Barras this 

T,» -T.1 i«e* M if. 1 ought 

I it 


^ I take 

mr carnage, name me and yon will he immediately 
admitted Say to him, a severe headach has obliged 
me to go to bed, but that I shall see bim to morrow 
mthout fail that he may he quite easy, for that 
every thing will be arranged Aioid as much as 
possible being qnestioned, do not stay long, and 
come to mr apartment on year return.* 

I arrived at eleven o’clock at night precisely, an 
the General s equipage The greatest solitude, and 
most profound silence, reigned in the apartments 
leading to the cabinet of Barras I was announced, 
when, seeing me instead of Bonapnrte, he shewed 
extreme astoni«bmeBt He had amost disconsolate air 
It was easy to perceive, that he looked upon himself 
as a lost man I discharged my commission, and 
remained but a short time On conducting me to 
the door, be said,—" I see Bonaparte deceives me 
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He Bnll not return. It is to me, nevertheless, that 
he owes nil.” I replied, tliat he would certainly re- 
turn on the morrow. A negative shake of the head 
shewed me plainly ho did not helieve the assertion. 
We shall sec what passed. Bonaparte, on hearing 
the account of my Hsit, appeared much satisfied. In 
. reply, he said,- — "Joseph has just gone to Bernadotte’s, 
to tell him to come to-morrow.” — “ From what I 
know,” was my answer, “if he does come, he wiUhe 
of no service to you.” — “ I believe so ; hut he can no 
longer do me any hurt; that is all I want. Come, 
good-night ! Bo here to-morrow morning at seven.” 
It was tlien one o’clock. 

Returning on the morrow a little before seven, I 
perceived a great number of generals and officers 
already assembled; and on entering Bonaparte’s 
chamber, an extraordinary circumstance, found him 
risen. At this moment, he appeared calm, as on 
the approach of battle: the great agitation was re- 
sen'ed for the day after. I had not been there more 
than a few instants, when Joseph entered with 
Bemadotte, whom he had not been able to find 
the preceding evening, and had therefore brought 
thus early. I felt so surprised to see the latter in 
plain clothes, that I could not help .approaching, 
and, s<aying, in a low voice, — “ General, every 
body here is in uniform, except you and I.” — " Wliy 
should 1 be so?” As he pronounced these words, 
Bonaparte, struck also with surprise, inten-upted 
his conversation with several persons collected about 
him, and turning abruptly towards Bemadotte, — 

Hold !” said he, " you are not in uniform.” — “ I am 
thus every morning, when not on duty.”—" But you 
shall be on service in a moment.” — " I have heard 
nothing to that efiect. My instructions should have 
reached me , sooner.” Bonaparte then withdi’cw ■with 
Bemadotte into an adjoining room. The conversation 
.was not long; there was no time to be lost. 

. In the other quarter, under the influence of a 
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dence of Bonaparte were assembled all tbe general 
devoted to him. Never had I seen there so large i 
number. All were in fall uniform. Some hal 
dozen civilians also appeared, of tbo«e initiated if 
the mysteries of the day. The humble abode o 
the conqueror of Italy was much too small for sucl 
an assemblage : the court, and even the entrance 


drew back, at least I observed two groups sep.iratel 
quit the house. Bemadotte, addressing me, said, “ 
remain with ytm.” My belief then was, that a grea 
deal of jealousy appeared in his demeanour. Bon< 
parte, before descendij^ the stairs leading into th 
court from the small circular dining-room, whic 
served also as an aoticharaber, returned hastily t 
invite Bemadotte to follow. He refused. Bonapart 
said to me in passing, — ** Gohier is not come— s 
much the worse for him,” then sprung on horsebaci 
Scarcely w os be gone, when Bernadotte also departec 
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■ Thus left alone •with Josephine, I became the con- 
fidant of the inquietudes 'which agitated her, and which 
I tranquillized by saying, that, every thing being 
prepared, affairs Avduld go on of their own accord. 
She entertained much Mndliness of feeling towards 
Madame Gohier : this sentiment extended also to her 
husband j and I have reason to believe, that Madame 
Bonaparte sent assurance to President Gohier through 
a friend of his wife’s, that, if he resigned voluntarily, 
Avithout joining Barras, all would go well. But, at 
that moment, Gohier and Moulins were in their places 
in the hall of the Directoiy, waiting for their colleague 
Bai-ras, to deliberate as a majority, not counting upon 
Sieyes and , Ducos, respecting the translation of the 
two councils to St Cloud. They were decewed in 
their hope ; Barras had been so completely prostrated 
by my visit of last evening, wlfich had opened his 
eyes at midnight, that he refused to appear, however 
pressing the messages sent to him. He remained 
invisible to his brethren till the moment Avhen Bruix 
and Talleyrand made him acquainted with the accom- 
plishment of what he dreaded, and demanded his 
^ resignation ; foi’, in the position of things, requested- 
Avould be too mild an expression. 

. On leaving home, Bonaparte rode to the garden 
of the Tuileries, Avhere, accompanied by Generals 
Beumonvillc, Moreau, Macdonald, he revieAved about 
ten thousand troops, assembled there from an, early 
liour. He then read to the soldiers the decree of the 
Ancients, “ directing the transference of the tA \'0 
chambers to St Cloud for to-moiroAA’, (19th) and in- 
terdicting all exercise of functions and aU deliberations 
olscAA'liere, and before that time. The decree fiArther 
invested Bonaparte Avith the command of all the 
military force, and empowered him to require the 
aid of cvciy citizen, if needful.” After reading this 
docninerit, to Avhich the troops listened Avith the most 
HvcIa' interest, the General addressed them in a .fcAV 
AA;ords of explanation, shcAving the decree to be con- 
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formable to articles 102-3 of the constitntlon, and that 
measures were in operation for the better government 


bodyi In order to reclaim the national representation 


dispersed throughout ftirls. He was so certain of 
the manner in which the Council nould act, that he 
dictated to me this same proclamation before recei- 
Tin" the decree upon n hlcn it was founded. 

Durin" these transactions, 1 remained with Jose- 
phine. we were at len^h considerably re-assured, 
by learning that a message, through adfutant-generol 
lUpatel, had been, delivered at Joseph’s house, who 
was abseut, in name of Bonaparte and Moreau, re- 
questing his presence in the Tuileries. This alliance, 
so long unhoped, appeared to us both a favourable 
omen. It was in effect a grand stroke played and 
gained by Bonaparte thus engaging Moreau on his side : 
«-i,a -leans without hazard, 

" • ’ ►© justly alive to the 

■ ■ • ^ , of whose projects, 


i I . ’ oftbearmyof 

* ' ‘ ■ --tbecoramand. 

' ■ ’ ’ ■ . he accepted, 

■ » Tibuted more 

raarrelloiisly to the accomplishment of the Tien’s of 
Bonaparte, and the triumph of his ambition. ‘ IVhat- 
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ever iniglit be tbe event, Moreau bad been under liis 
orders : the latter would, more than any other, thus be 
compromised until the Directors, should they jirove 
refractory ; and this stem republican bad held captive 
the biglicst chiefs of the republic. 

At last we beheld the General return. Almost every 
thin^ had succeeded ; he had then to deal only with 
soldiers. In the course of the evening he said to me, 
— “ They are now engaged in decreeing, at the com- 
mission of inspectors of tbe chamber, what shall be 
done to-morrow at St Cloud: I am better pleased that 
these people should decide, — it flatters their vanity. 
I'shall obey orders which I have myself concerted.” 
Continuing our conversation, he expressed satisfac- 
tion at having gained Moreau; then spoke thus of 
Bernadotte’s idsit: “ A general unthout uniform! 
he might as u'oll have come in slippers. Do you 
know what I told him on withdi-auing ? AH. He 
then knew what to depend upon : I prefer that. I 
said his Directory was detested, his constitution gi’own 
stale ; that it had become necessary to make a clean 
hoilsei and give another direction to the government.' 
I then added, go and put on your uniform ; I cannot 
wait longer ; you will find me at the Tuileries in the 
midst of all our comrades. Bernadotte, you need' 
place reliance neither on Moreau nor on Beurnonville, 
nor upon any of the generals of your side. Wlien you 
Itnow men better, you udH find that they promise 
much, and hold to little. Trust them not. He 
then said, 'he would take no part in what must be 
called a rebellion. A rebellion I Bourrienne,' can you 
conceive that ? A pack of imbecils ; people who play 
the lawyer from morning to night in their pettiest 
affairs! — All was useless; I could not overcome 
Bernadotte’s resolution; — he is a bar of iron. Ire- 
quested his pledge to undertake nothing against me 
Know you what he said?” — " Doubtless something 
unpleasant.”-^” Unpleasant! that’s a good one ! much 
worse. He told me, ‘ I will remain quiet as a citizen ;■ 
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but if the -Directory gire me orders to act, I will 
march against all pertnrbators.' After all, I bugh at 
him; my measures arc taken, and he shall hare no 
command. Moreover, I may jnst tell you, I completely 
outwitted him as to the se<iuel. I played off the 
RW'oets of a private life — the pleasures of the country 
— the delights of Mal-maison- — o^’Iknoir not what ? 
I enacted the swain, and so parted. On the whole, 
things have passed off pretty well to^ay. « Good- 
night; we shall sec to-morrow.’* 

On the 19th, I went to St Cloud, accompanied by my 
old acquaintance La Vallette. As we w ere passing 
through the Place Louis XV.,* he asked me srhat was 
to be transacted, and what I thought of the events now' 
at issue. “ My friend,” said I, “ we shall either sleep 
in the palace of the Luxembourg, or we finish here.” 
IVho could have told which n as to be the conclusion ? 
Succe^ has legitimized, as a noble enterprize, what 
tile least circumstance bad converted into a criminal 
attempt. ' 

The meeting of the Ancients opened at one 
o’clock, presided by Lemercier. Discussion nm high 
upon the situation of affairs; upon the dismission of 
the members of Directory; upon their immediate 
replacement. Altercation was becoming warm. The 
accounts brought eserj' instant to General Bonaparte, 
determined him to enter the ball, and take part lo the 
debate. His entrance sias hasty, and in anger,— no 
farourablfl prognostics of what be would say. The 
p.issagG by which we entered led directly forward 


wo^ uii ijis leii. An tue iisrangues composed for 
Bonaparte, after the event, differ from each other ; 

• A Square in which the exeraiions during the revolutionary 
times generally took place. 
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— no miracle that. There was, in fact, none pro- 
nounced to the Ancients ; unless a broken conversa- 
tion nuth the president, carried on ndthout noble- 
ness, proprietj’", or dignity, may ho called a speech. 
"VVe heard only these words: " Brothers in arms, — 
frankness of a soldier.” The interrogatories of the 
president followed each other rapidly : they were 
clear. Nothing could be more confused, or worse 
enounced, than the ambiguous .and disjointed replies of 
Bonaparte. He spoke incoherently, of “ volcanoes — 
secret agitations — victoiacs — constitution violated.” 
He found fault even nath the 18th Fructidor, of 
which he had himself been the prime instigator, and 
most powerful upholder. He pretended to be igno- 
rant of everj’^ thing up to the very moment when the 
Council of the Ancients had called liim to the succour 
of the country. Then came “ Cresar — Cromu’ell — 
tyrant.” . He repeated, several times, “ I have no.more 
than that to tell you ;” and he had told them nothing. 
He said, he was called to assume a lugher command, 
on his return from Italy, by the wish of the nation, 
and, aftervrards, of his comrades. Out came, the 
words " liberty, equality.” For these, every one 
saw he -had not come to St Cloud. Scarcely were 
they pronounced, when a member, I believe Linglet, 
interrupted him sharply, You forget the constitu- 
tion.” Then his action became animated, and we lost 
him, comprehending nothing beyond “ 18th Fructidor 

— 30 Pi’airial — hj’pocrites — intriguers — I am not 
so — I shall declare all — I will abdicate the power 
when the danger which threatens the Repubhe has 
passed.” Bonaparte, thinking all these allegations 
admitted as proofs, plucked up a little assurance, and 
accused the two Directors, " Barr.as and Moulins, who 
had proposed,” said he, " to place him at the head of a 
party, whose object was to put down those prbfessing 
liberal ideas.” At these words, revolting from their 
falsehood, great clamour arose in the halL Some 
demanded, with loud outcries, a general committee 

VOL. I. o 
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to examine these rcveLations “ No, no !” exclaimed 
others, “ no general committee * a con'^piracy has 
been denounced • it is proper that France hear all ” 
Bonaparte ivas then inrited to enter upon details . 

1 *1 ~ These lotemiptions, 

' oyeni helmed him , 

I id of explaining ivhat 
he had said, he accused aneir the Council of Fire 
T’ ’ T' ’ » _ « t 


quite stultified, sometimes the mihtaiy in the court, 
Tvho were beyond hearing, then, mthout any tran- 
sition, he spoke of the “ thunder of n ar,” saying, “ I 
am accompanied by the god of war and mrtune ” 
The president then calmly ohsoired to him, that ho 
found nothing, absolutely nothing, upon which they 
could dehberaU, that all he bad said nas rague 
*' Explain yourself, unfold the plots into nhich jou 
hare been innted to enter*' Bonaparte repeated the 
same things, and m nhat style' No idea, in truth, 
can be formed of the whole scene, unless by those 
present Tlierc was not the least order m all he 
stammered out, to speak sincerely, with the most 
inconceivable incoherence Bomparte was no orator 


I 

lilt same uiue, ntiire, oeuenu, you no longer Know 
what you arc saying *’ I made a sign to Bertluer, to 
second me in persuading him to leave the place, 
when suddenly, after st^rocnog out a feiv words 
more, he turned round, saying, “ Let all who loi e me 
follow ” The guards stationed at the door offered 
no opposition to his passage, the attendant who 
preceded, calmly drew aside the drapery w hich closed 
the entrance, and the General sprung upon Ins horse. 
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iti tlie midst of the troops which filled the court. 
Trul}’^, I know not what mig'ht have been the conse- 
(iuence, had the president, seeing the General retire, 
said, “ Grenadiers, let no one pass.” I have a notion, 
however, that, instead of sleeping on the morrow 
in the palace of the Luxembourg, he would have 
finished his part in the square of the Revolution. 

We have just seen what a spectacle the hall of the 
Ancients ■ presented ; without, all wore a different 
aspect; scarcely had the General appeared on horse- 
back, when shouts from a thousand voices of " Long 
live Bonaparte !” rose in every quarter. ; This was but 
a ray of sunshine. in the interval of the storm: the 
Council of Five Hundred ivas yet to be faced, quite 
otherwise prei)ared than that of the Ancients. All 
combined to produce a fearful uncertainty ; but there 
was now no retreat; the party was too deeply engaged ; 
the last stake must be played ; some hoxirs more, and 
the die xvould be cast. , 

. These apprehensions were not groxiudless. ■ In the 
Council of the Five' Hunch’ed, agitation was at its 
height. The most serious disturbances xvere mani- 
fested in all its deliberations ; the Council insisted, 
that the installation of the two Chambex's should be 
announced to the Dix’ectoiy ; and a message dispatched 
to the Ancients, requesting to be infoi’med of the 
motives wliich had rendered necessary an extraordi- 
naiy convocation. ■ But ah’eady no Directoiy existed : 
Sieyes and Ducos had thrown themselves into the 
party of Bonaparte ; Gohier and Moulins, confided to 
the custody , of Moi’eau,' were detained prisoners in 
the Luxembourg ; and, while . the . message was yet 
under discussion, the resignation of Barras,' previously 
addressed to that body, was forwarded by the Ancients 
to the Five Hundx-ed. The reading of this document, 
by Lucien, as president, occasioned a great uproar in 
the latter assembly. A second reading was demanded, 
and the legality of the resignation, with other matters 
connected, w'ere yet undergoing a stormy examination. 
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< , * - - - ' » - « \o, no !” o^claimed 

ft conspiracy lias 
. . France hear all.” 

• ■ • I • • • nter upon details : 

• V. * ’ . ■* ' These intemiptiona, 

■ * ■ orenvhclraed himj 

■ * id of CTplamin" u hat 

he had said, he accused anew the Council of Fire 

jr 1 1 »"> > ' * * • 


•n ho were beyond heanoff; then, witliout any tran- 
sition, he spoke of the ‘‘ thunder of w ar,” sarinj, “ I 
am accompanied hy the god of war and fortnne ” 
The presiaent then calmly ohserred to him, that he 
founa nothing, absolutely nothing, upon uhich they 
could deliberate, that all he had said nas rague; 
“ EzphuQ yourself, unfold the plots into nhich you 
have heen invited to enter.” Bonaparte repeated the 
same thing's, and in nhat stylel 3>o idea, m truth, 
can he formed of the nhole scene, unless Ly those 
present There was not the least order in all he 
stammered out, to speak, sincerely, with the most 


lue speatvcr, I w uispereo, puUwg his coat gently at 
the same time, “ Retire, General, j ou no longer know 
what you arc saying” I made a sign to BcrtIuer,to 
second me m persuading him to leave the place; 
when suddenly, after st^menng out a few words 


the entrance, and the General sprung upon lus horse, 
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in the midst of the troops which filled the court. 
Truly, I know not ndiat might have been the conse- 
quence, had the president, seeing the General retire, 
said, “ Grenadiers, let no one pass.” I have a notion, 
howevei*, that, instead of sleeping on the morrow 
in the palace of the Luxembourg, he would have 
finished his part in the square of the Revolution. 

• 'W’e have just seen Avhat a spectacle the hall of the 
Ancients presented ; without, all Brnre a different 
aspect ; scarcely had the General appeared on horse- 
back, when shouts from a thousand voices of “ Long- 
live Bonaparte !” rose in every quarter. This was but 
a fay of sunshine. in the interval of the storm: the 
Council of Five Hundred n'^as yet to be faced, quite 
otherwise prepared than that of the Ancients. All 
combined to produce a fearful uncertainty ; but there 
•was now no retreat; the pai-ty was too deeply engaged ; 
the last stalce must be played j some hours more, and 
the die ■\vould be cast. 

These apprehensions B’^ere not gi-ouudless. .In the 
Council of the Five" Hundred, agitation B-as at its 
height. The most serious distm-bances B^ere mani- 
fested in all its deliberations ; the Council insisted, 
that the installation of the two Chambers should be 
announced todhe Directory ; and a message dispatched 
to the Ancients, requesting' to be informed of the 
motives Bdiich had rendered necessary an extraordi- 
nary convocation. ' But already no Directory existed : 
Siej'^es and Ducos had thfoBm themselves . into the 
party of Bonaparte j Gohier and Moulins, confided to 
the custody of Moreau, Bnre detained prisoners in 
the Luxembourg ; and, B-^hile the message B"as yet 
under discussion, the resignation of Barras, previously 
addressed to that body, B’^as forwarded by the Ancients 
to the Five Hundred. The reading of this document, 
by Lucien, as president, occasioned a great uproar in 
the latter assembly. A second reading B-as demanded, 
and the legality of the resignation, B-ith other matters 
connected, B’cre yet undergoing a stormy examination. 
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I M as not w ith tlic General on this occasion, harm" 
been commissioned to send information to his mfe 
hy express, that all nould ^o nell But without 
guaranteeing things so positively as if I had seen 
them, I hesitate not to think, and to siy, that v, e 
must rank among the grossest fabrications all that 
has been said of pretended acts of violence, and of 
imaginaiy daggers This con\tction as founded npon 
the relations given me the same evening, hv indi 
viduals most deserving of credit, spectators of vihat 
passed As to the reports then or aftemards pro- 
taulgoted,— m all, the recitals vary according to the 
opiniona of the narrators It is said, that-on sight 
ofarmedmen,aauni7ersaloutcryaiose Fromallp^s 
of the hall w ere heard the exclamations, '* The sanc- 
tuary of the law is violated • Down with the tyrant I 
Domi with Cromwell! Down with the Dictator* 
^Vhat means the madman? ’ and many others of the 
same kind Bonaparte would needs hammer out a 
speech , hut had no sooner opened bis bps, than the 
sounds w ere lost in almost universal cnes of " lave 
thcKepubhcI The constitution for ever I OutlawTyto 
the Dictator ! ’ Then, it is said, the grenadiers pre- 
cipitately advanced, calling out, “ Let us save our 
General ’ that, upon sight of these, indignation 
reached its height, and Bonaparte, out of his wits, 
fell into the arms of the soldiers, crying out, " They 
have a design to > assassinate me” I give faith 
to the cnes, to the menace^ to the vocnhrations , 
hut rink as fables tbe poniai^ and fire arms wnth 


On Bonaparte’s exit, the deliberations in the Five 
Hundred contmued to be most tumultuous, and the 
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most furious proposals ■wore njitalod. TIio prcsitlcnt, 
Lucicn, endeavoured to calnx (he nssemhly; bjit 
every sentence ■mas interrupted hy cries, Bona- 
parte has tarnished his g:lory ! he is become a 
disgrace to the Republic! I devote him to execra- 
tion !” After nom eflorts, he resigned the chair to 
Chasal, desirous to obtain n hearing ns a simple mem- 
ber. He requested that the General might he again 
introduced, and allowed to explain his intentions, 
which, he maintained, were only to explain some- 
thing of "rent moment in the situation of nfl'nirs; 
“ but I believe iiotic of you will, in any case, impute 
to him desigfns inimical to liberty.” This proposi- 
tion of Lucien was not received. Cries of “ Oiit- 
lauTy! Bonaparte! outlawry!” pervaded the nssemhly. 
Lucien a second time left the chair, that ho might 
not, as president, be compelled to put to the vote the 
sentence of outlauTj' invoiced .against liis brother. 
Bnaving the fury of the chambof, ho ascended the 
tribune, abdicated the presidency, renounced his 
mandate of deputy, and threw oil’ Ins insignia. At 
the moment when he thus qtiittcd tlic .assembly, I 
returned to my station on the scene, Bonaparte, 
perfectly informed of what avas going on -within, 
sent some soldiers to his brother’s rescue. They 
brought him out from the midst of the hall ; and the 
General attached importance to the circumstance of 
having -tWth him the president of an assembly which 
thenceforth he affected to trc.at as rebellious. Lucien 
now rcassumed the functions of president ; but it was 
on horseback, at the head of the troops. Inspired by 
his brother’s and his own danger, he prououncca, 
with inflammatory action, a spirited har.anguc, ndiich 
. shewed what a man could then d.arc, who was nothing, 
and could be nothing, save through the splendour 
reflected from his brother. 

Notnathstanding the shouts of " Bonaparte for 
ever !” which followed this address, the hesitation 
reigning among the troops still continued. They 
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shrunk from turning their arm-i against the national 
representation Upon this, Lucicn, unsheathing his 
sn ord, cned out, “ I sw ear to pierce the bosom of my 
omi brother, if ever he harbour a thought injurious to 
the liberties of rrenchmen I” This dramatic effort 
had entire success Ilesitation Tanisbed at these 
srords ; and, on a sign from Bonipirte, Slurat, at the 
head of the grenadiers, charged into the hall, and 
cleared it of the representatives All n ere forced to 
jield to the logic of the h*i\oiiet, and at this point, 
stopped the interference of the armed force on tins 
famous day 


might he seen u andenng about in the saloon, in the 
gallenes, in the courts The maionty had an air of 
consternation not >et quieted The rest affected a 
satisfaction n ell got up , hut all humed snth the 
desire of returning to Pans This the) could not do 
till a new mandate revoked the order for their trans- 
htion 

At eleven o’clock, Bonaparte, nho had yet taken 
nothing the nhole day, hut nho seemed insensible 
to physical w ants in the season of great action, said 
to me, “ Come, Boumenne, WTite, I must tluS 
evening address a proclara'ition to the inhabitants of 
Pans To-moiron , on its vivakcmng, I shall ocenpy 
the whole capital ” The proclamation dictated to 
me that evening, proved, no less than others, hon 
greatly its author esceDcd in the art of emhelhshing 
the truth to his oim advantage 

Tlie day had thus been passed in destroying one 
government; ituaa imperative to devote the night 

. - T 

( 

< 

about searching out such members of the other 
chambers as he could count upon He lias able to 
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collect only about , thirty, u'bo; with their president, 
represented the majority of the numerous assemhlj'' 
of wliich they formed a portion. Tliis shade , of a 
representation urns essential ; for Bonaparte, in spite 
of the illegal proceedings of the previous day, desired 
to have the appearance of acting under laud'ul autho- 
rity. The Council of :the Ancients had already in 
the morning decided, that an executive provisional 
commission should be named, composed of three 
members, and was preparing to appoint the commis- 
sioners, — a measure, the initiation of which .belonged 
jto the Five Hundred, when Lucien came to announce 
to his brother his own chamber unmanageable. 

; On these grounds, the Council of Five Hundred, 
represented now by the majority of thu'ty, passed 
with all speed a decree, of which the following w^ 
-the first article : — " There is no longer a Directory ; 
and there are no longer members of a national repre- 
sentation, by reason of the excess and felonious 
attempts to which they were continually proceeding.” 
Then appeared a , list of sixty-two deputies, noticed 
by name, as peculiarly turbulent. By other articles 
of the same decree, the council created a provisional 
commission, similar to that proposed to be instituted 
by the Ancients ; decided that it should be composed 
of three’members; and that. these members should 
take the title of Consuls of the Kepublic. ] There were 
named as, Consuls, Sieyes, Roger-Ducos, • and Bona- 
parte. The remaining, dispositions, comprised in this 
nocturnal decree of St Cloud, were [merely formal. 
This night-sitting was perfectly peaceable ; indeed, 
it could not well be otherwise. AH the members 
knew in advance the part they‘were reqiiired to play. 
By three in the morning, all was finished ; and the 
palace, of . St Cloud, lately the scene of ' so much 
tumult, assumed its wonted character of one. vast 

‘ ■ i • -■ ■ ■ 


, See Appendix,-H. 
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morning;. At that hour, and not sooner, had Bona- 


extremely fatigrocd ; and, as a new futnrity had now 
opened upon him, so entirely was he absorbed in his 

his arrival, in the greatest distress, than, addressing 
main her presence, “ So, Bonrritnne,” smd he, ”1 
hlunderedegregiously?”— ‘‘l^ot8ohadly,Gene^al.'’— 
*‘ I like better to address soldiers than to speak before 
lawyers. These — pat me oot. - I have ndt snffi- 
oent experience for assemblies. That will come of 
course.” -r » 

Bonaparte ’ « 1 1 ‘ 

recovered ' ■ . . ; 

the day natarally supplied the materials of our con- 

to herj “ it Is not my fault. 'Why would hd not 
hear reason ? He is a fine fellow, — a simpleton. 'He 


9 cuai,eiutM. tiuuiu you believe ii, he 
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asked nothing less than to he named my ( 
the command ? He talked of mounting or 
and coming with the troops that shonh 
under his orders, In the design, as he s 
taining the .constitution. He did more : 
he had the audacity to add, that if it w 
to carry the sentence of outlauTy agi 
effect, he was ready ; and that he would 
capable of executing the decree.” A1 
General, should make you aware of tl 
his principles” — “ Oh, true; I lint 
fectly. There is something in it : he ke 
lor, without his obstinacy, my brother 
brought him over: they are connectt 
who is Joseph’s sister-in-law, has mr 
I myself — but, let me ask you, — hav 
sufficient advances ? You have witness 
who enjoys a very different militar 
yielded at once. - Upon the whole, I ] 
condescended to Bemadotte a little; sc 
how to remove him from all his haunts, 
one being the wiser. I cannot prudent!; 
self in any other way : Joseph loves him 
would be against me. Ah ! what foolisi 
same family considerations are ! Good 
rienne — Apropos, shall sleep to-m 
Luxembourg!” 

I then left the General, henceforth the 
after having been constantly by his si 
twenty-four hom^, except while with t 
dred, and reached home at five in the m 

There can be no doubt, that, if Gohiei 
breakfast on the morning of the 18th, 
Madame Bonaparte, he would have be( 
members of , government. But Gohier 
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tlicrewitli. . Goliier, coniointly Mith Moulins, did, in 
fact, address the Council of the Ancients in a letter 
which, as M e hare seeh, n as intercepted hj' Bonaparte. 
In this document they complained of bein» detained 
prisoners inthe Directorial Palace, unconscious as they 
were of any crime. Rare an.nnsbaken resolution to 
perform those duties aririnj ont of the confidence 


A singular circumstance prerented these patriotic 
Directors from defending their belored constitution. 
They allon ed it to perish ont of sheer respect, seeing 
that, in order to sare it, they must have riolated the 
principle which forbade the Directors to deliberate, 

( 


the royal person. 


CHAPTER XIX. 

CO>SUHR COTEBMieVT DOVAPARTE SIEVES •— 

DUCOS — SECO>D CO^SULAR GOTER^^IE^T — BO>A- 
PARTE FIRST CO>SUL, CAUBACERES SECOND, LE 
BRUN THIRD — SlUTIMES DimCUDTlES — NEGO- 

TIATIONS ■niTH ENGLAND — ANECDOTES — EGIPTI4V 
OFFICERS — PROVIDENTIAL OCCUBREVCE. 

XoTiiiNG is more difficnlt than to vindicate the 
euperioritv of truth, when it is opposed to received 
error. Such is the difiicnlty I now experience, 
MTiat has been fust said respecting the days of the 
18th and 19th,Bnimajre, is the exact truth : I speak 
oF tlioso things only which I have seen, and relate 
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proceedings B'lvicli I -witnessed: btit liovi' reconcile 
this late truth -with so many erroneous suppositions ? 
Hon- drag those accredited lies from the place they 
have usurped in history? One of these crrora in 
particular resiiects the conduct of Bonaparte. Strange 
mania of certain -writers! the moment they have 
adopted a hero, they remove from him all the '\voak- 
nesses incident to humanitJ^ Bonaparte, chief in the 
field of battle, must also he fii-st in the eloquence of 
debate. “ There u’ere moments,” says one u-riter, 
“ udien he spoke like a god, and others in n'hich he 
expressed himself like the most ordinaiy moi*tal.” 
The one half of this is ti‘ue ; but most assuredly I 
did not hear the god. Yet I -was present : I uTote 
dou-n the udiole at the very time even, and have 
often repeated the nan-ativc, as I non' recount its 
events to the reader. Doubtless I should be better 
satisfied to be in accordance -with all the world ; but 
cannot bring myself to play the part of a flatterer 
before a gi-eat man, in supposing an eloquence -which 
did not exist ; and as I honestly labour to destroy 
caliunny, so I shall establish truth at u'hatever ex- 
pense of undeserved praise. Thus have I sheu-n, that 
Bonaparte exercised not an act of -wanton cruelty at 
Jaffa ; but he blundered on and spoke nonsense to the 
Council of the Bive Hundi'cd. After all, what im- 
ported his blunders of speech ? the oratoiy of the 
bayonet carried it over the most eloquent harangues. 
On the morrow he was not less chief of the republic ; 
noi’, at a later period. Emperor of the French. 

The acts of the 18th Brumaire are, Avithout doubt, 
open to censiu-e, in point of legal right; but Avho 
will venture to assert, that the immediate result of 
that day Avas not to be regarded as a great happiness 
to France. To deny this, would be to proclaim a 
total ignorance of the AA-retched situation of affairs at 
that deplorable epoch. ■ Let men 'lavish as • they AA'ill 
the high sounding phrases, " oppressed rejii-esehta- 
tiou,” “ violated constitution,” “ military tyranny,” 
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“usurped power,” “ soldier of fortune:” this did 
not, and unll not hinder France from saluting, with 
almost unanimous Toice, the advent of Bonaparte to 
the consular power, as a blwsinj of Providence. I 
speak not here of the ulterior consequences of that 
event, but simply of the event in itself, and its first 
consequences j such, for instance, as the repeal of the 
“ law of hostages,” and the abolition of the “ forced 
loans.” Few bl^ed the 18th Bnimaire; no one 
re^tted the Dircctoiy, nith the isception, pro- 
bably, of the five Directors. — But let ns speak no 
more of the directorial government : what an admini- 
stration! 4u what a condition were the finances of 
the country 1 ^ViU it be credited? on the second 
day of bis consulate, Bonaparte desired to send dis- 
patches to Oeneral Championnet, commander of the 
army of Italy : well, there was not to be found in the 
treasury of France tvelvt hundred francs (£h0') dis- 
posable, to give to the courier! 

Hence may be conceived the difiicultics from the 
want of money in the first movements of the new 
government. Of those who came forward to the 
assistance of the First Consul, M. CoUot, uhose 
excellent conduct and administration under Bona- 
parte in Italy merited only encomium, was among 
the foremost. Ifo less disinterested than speedy in 

T.:ep:j 1.„ 17* — ...'ll — „ 


I . !| ■ J • • - ■ . ■ ■ 

ui.!>iied lu pauisU M. Colioi lur Oeiug ricu. 

. On the momii^ of the 20th, the First Consul sent 
his brother Louis to anuounce to the ex-Dlrector, 
Gohier, that he was at liberty. This haste u-as not 
without cause ; hut generosity had therein no part. 
Bonaparte eagerly longed to instal himself in the 
Luxembourg; and we removed thither that same 
evenuig. 
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All M-as to create. Bonaparte liad alniost the irho 
of the army on. his side ; hxit the military no long 
sufficed his purposes : there desiderated a great cii 
power, legally established. The institution, thcrcfoi 
of a senate, a tribunate, a council of state, and a ne 
le^slativc body ; in. short, the creation of a new co 
stitution, was immediately commenced. ' This, t 
constitution of the j'car V III. was presented on t 
13th December, 1799, and. accepted by the peoj 
7th February, 1800. It recognized a consular gover 
ment, composed of Bonapartc> First Consul, nam 
for ten years, CarabaeSres, Second Consul, also 1 
ten years, and Lebrun, Third Consul, for five yea 
It established a conservative senate, and Icgislati 
body of three hundred, u’ith a tribunate of one hi 
dred members.* The ninety-five articles composi 
the constitution were ranged under seven gra 
divisions. I. On the exercise of rights of citati( 
II. On the powers and duties of the conservati 
senate. III. On the legislative power. IV. On t 
executive government. V, On the tribunals. VI. ( 
the responsibility of public functionaries. VII. C 
neral dispositions. 

In the formation of these bodies, Bonaparte, x 
having yet experience of the men mth whom he v 
thus about to surround himself, requested from th< 
whom he knew of the most remarkable individu 
of that period, and who were best instructed rega 
ing France and the . revolution, written informati 
respecting those persons worthy and capable of ent 
ihg the senate, the tribunate, and the council of sta 
These notes affordgroundsfor believingthatthe 'ivrit 
considered themselves as falling in with the sex 
ments of their' employer, and considering him 
iinpressed with the current opinions, by dwell 
upon, as strong I'ecommendations, the patriotif 
love of liberty, and former occupation of office, im 
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the republic, of those nonitnated for the projected 
functions^ Bonaparte, howcTcr, thoujfht onljr of 
organizing a complaisant senate,— a route IcCTslature, 
andatnbuuate svhichshoiildcontcnt ifsclfmtu a seem- 
ing independence, existing id certain fine speeches 


exigencies of the hour, but consented for a season 
to humour the hoUoir ambition of those who still 
mouthed to him fine sentiments about liberty He 
considered that cvrcumstaocesn erenot yet sufhciently 
favourable for the prevention of this third pou er in 
the constitution, destined in oppearioce to plead 
before the legislature the cause and interests of 
the people, hut, even in yielding to this necessi^, 
the very idea of a tribunate caused bun a lively 
uneasiness To say the truth, Bonaparte could not 
bear public discussions on projects oflan 

•p ♦ - , ■. t -II ^ 1 . - - — , 


of justice, Bonaparte appointed bL d’Abnal, since 
dead, a Peer of France On remitting the portfoho 
to the nen minister, the First Consul addressed him 
thus, “ Citizen Abnal, I Know you not, but am 
informed you are the most upnglit man in the 
magistracy it is on that account I have named you 
mini'^ter of justice ” Above all, be required talent, 
and little ns ho liked the men of the Revolntion, be 
considered that, in this regard, they could notbe passed 
oier For mediocrity he had conceived an extreme 
aiersion, and rejected a character of this description, 
whenever presented, but if such a one had long 
been in office, be submitted to the empire of habit. 
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Oroadinf notlnnp so inocli as cliaiipc, or, ns lio said 
liimsi'lf, “ now figiirps.” 

The first, consular ministry, (under Bonnjiarlo, 
.Sieves, and Ducos,) was composed orBcrthier in the 
war department; Gaudin for finance; Camhaccrcs, 
solicitor.^eneral; Porfait at (he adminilly; Ln Place, 
secretary for the homo department ; I’otiche, minister 
of police; and lleinlinrd, foreign secretary. Ln Place 
and Kcinhard were soon superseded ; the latter by the 
able Talleyrand, the former by Lueien ; who did little 
more than merely make the round of the ministry 
before reaching his lucnitive .Spanish embassj-. As 
to La Place, whose nomination w.as a trilmte paid 
to science, Bonaparte' had quickly reason to rej)ent 
tills choice. The philosopher, so aptly organized for 
meditation, exhibited the most incredible mediocrity 
in business, proving inc.npablc of conducting the 
most trifling aflairs of government; as if that spirit, 
fomed to embrticc (he sy.stem of the world, and to 
interpret the laws of Is’ewton and of Kejilor, could 
not stoop to the lahonrs of detail, nor aj)]dy its powers 
to the cares rorpiired of the legislator, ivith whose 
functions its possessor w.as invested for a very short, 
and yet too long, a sjiace. 

On tlic 2GBrumairc(17th November) the Consuls 
issued .arrests against tbirty-cigbt cx-dejmtios, and 
others, sentenced to be transported to French Guiana ; 
and against twenty-three others, sentenced to be 
detained in some dcp.artment of France. On the 
representation of Cambaceres, that such proscriptions 
Avere impolitic and unreasonable severities, they 
AA'cre AvithdraAi’ii, and the individuals named only 
placed under the surveillance of the general police. 
From this list, I bad fortunately obtained irom 
Bonaparte the erasure of deputy Moreau of Worms. 
Some days after Sieyes entered the cabinet of the 
First Consul, sajdng, “ Truly this Moreau of Wonns, 
AA'bom M. de Bourrienne prcA'ailed upon you to save 
from transportation, lias been playing line pranks 1 
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I ^varned you of him Hero is a letter from Sens, 
Ins native place, informtn^ me that he is there, 
and did puhucly, mth the most violent declamations, 
excite tW people against the 18th Brumaire”— - 
“ Are you quite sore of your agents? “ Perfectly 
sure , I ansu er for the truth of what is written.” 
Bonaparte, sheuing the letter, made mo the most 
cutting reproaches ** ^Vhat would you say. General, 
if, within an hour, I produce here t^ns same Moreau, 
reported to be holding forth at Sens? “ Idefyyou ’ 
— « I pledged myself for his good conduct,” ivaa my 
ansuer, “ and I knew uhit I uas about, he is an 
enthusiast, but a man of honour, and incapable of 
compromising a fnend-”— " Very well ! u e shall sec • 
CO and find him " 1 was pretty confident jn all this, 
for, in truth, not an. hour before, I had sees l^Ioreau, 
who had lain concealed without quitting Pons He 

t 1 .1 

‘‘Veil,’ 
5fou n ere 


of yours is not quite so had he pleases me mightily 
I sliall do something for him ” In fact, a few days 
after, on my simpIereconuiieDdatioii,he was nonunated 
to a place with a salary of ten thousand francs Hon 
strange are often the chances in a man’s fortune ’ 

As to Sieves, in the transactions, certainly not 
numerous, wmcii occurred betneen us, I found him 
much belou the peat reputation be then enjoyed 
He placed a hhnd confidence in that multitude of 
agents nath n hich he filled eyerj quarter ^Vhen be 
nas informed of what had happened in the case of 
Moreau, he replied, mth a truly ridiculous assurance, 
“ Oh ’ I am sure of my men ” TallejTand, n ho 
knew so ucll how to estimate character, and ubo^e 
excellent sajmgsart. notunirorthja place in history, 
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'«vns'op.o <lay convoi'siii" with Caiulmcoros about the 
Second Consul: the latter observed, “And yet yon 
must acknowledge, tlmt Sioyos is a very profottnd 
man.” — “ Protbund !” answered Talleynind ; “ deejj, 
you mean, veiT deep !" Sioyos had ])erj)el nally n ritteu 
m his face, Cive me ujoncy ! This reflection upon 
his craving visage, I reineniber once to have iuad(» 
before tiie First Consul : “ You are rpiite right,” said 
he, smiling, “ ^\-]ien money is in the question, Sieves 
is quite obstinate; but he displays his idcolopp ; that 
renders it easy to manage him. He gives up without 
scruple his dreams about a constitution, for a I'Ound 
sum. lie is a perfect convenience.” 

At the Luxembourg, Bouap.arle occupied a suite on 
the gi'ound iloor, his babiuct being near a private 
stall' leading to Josephine’s apartments. I had rooms 
above. After brer.kfiist, ivhicli was sen-ed at ten, he 
chatted for a feiv minutes with his ordinai’y guests, 
that is to say, his aides-de-camp, the ])crsons invited, 
and mj'scif, who never quitted him. There ■were also 
pretty generally present some political and litcrar}’- 
mends, and his brothers .Joseph and Lucien, whom 
lie received until the gi'catcst jilcasure, and "with 
whom he couvei-scd most fimiliarly. YTicii ivc rose 
from table, after breakfast, it rarely hapjiened that, 
having bid good-morning to Josejihine and Hortense, 
he did not add,. — “ Come, Bourrienne : Come, let 11 s 
’to work.” 

Aftenvai'ds, I was occupied, cither in reading to 
him, or writing to his dictation, or lie ivcnt to council, 
which U'as his custom, three or four times a-week. On 
those days, he was always in bad liumoui', because 
he had to cross the court, .and ascend to the council 
chamber by the gi'iind stairs. It happened, too, that 
the weather at this time was pai’ticul.ai'ly bad. This 
soui’ce of iietty .annoyance continued till the 25th 
December, when he got quit both of it and his two 
colleagues, Sieyes and Ducos. From this date, he 
properly assumed the title of Fhst Consul, uniting 
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in the consnlar executive, Camhaceres and LeLnm 
From the council he aluajs entered h>s cabinet sing'- 
in", and God knous how iirctchedlj! He then 
examined ^ hat had been previously oroered, signed 


in the study, chatting uith me, alnays singing, 
notched the arm of his chair, a common amusement, 
and often, in short, hehanng hke a great hoy Then 
rousing on a sudden, he nould in£cate the plan of 
some puhhc nork to he executed, or dictate to me 
those mighty schemes w hich astonished or an ed the 
•norld 

e dined at five After dinner, the First Consul 
ascended to the anartments of Josephine, where he 
habitually received the visits of the numsters, and 
with especial pleasure that of the mimster for foreign 
affairs, more particularly after the portfobo had passed 
to Talleyrand At midnight, and often sooner, he 


with so much grace, that the word Madame came 
again into use 

In selecting the memhers of the consular govern- 
ment and legisbiture, tiio classes of candidates uere 
sources of apprehension to Eonapirte On the one 
hand, he loved not the men of the Revolution , he 
distrusted still more the partirans of the Sourhons 
The mere name of these princes filled him mth secret 
terrors , and often did he spenk to me of the neces- 
sity of elevating a nail of iron hetneen them and 
France We shall see hereafter wliat n as his opinion 
of the regicides , hut, in those early times of his 
power, the more pledges any one had given to the 
Revolution, hy the larger securities, 3so, did he 
appear bound to oppose return to the ancient order 
ol things In other respects, Bonaparte uas not the 
3 
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man to listen to any consideration whatsoever where 
his policy had spoken out. The notes already alluded 
to were unceasingly consulted,* But, besides, he 
often received, with great kindness, recommendations 
from private persons whom he knew particularly. 
-It would have been hazardous, however, to have 
recommended a knave or a fool. The men most 
cordially disliked were those whom he designated 
as “ people who taUced of all, about all, and always.” 
“ I leant” he would say frequently, “ inorc head, 
and less tongue ” , At first, so little did he know 
of the Revolution, or of its actors, that he nns obliged 
to take much tipon trust with regard both to men 
and measures. But this great facility in granting 
places assumed a more chary character, when the 
passions were no longer excited, when the spirit of 
•party had become prudent, and, above all, when time 
permitted to pursue his, ovm rigid investigations, 
which soon brought back around him order and 
economy, where formerly reigned tinbridled licence. 
Previously he would say to me, — “ Bourricimc, I 
give up your province to you, name me ■whom you 
.will ; but, remember, you shall answer for the con- 
sequences : you understand?” MTiat a list would 
mine present of prefects,’ sub-prefects, reccivers-genc- 
ral, commissioners, &c. appointed on my nomination ! 
I have little to' complain of in those -iidiom I thus 
obliged. Very true it is, however, , that after ray 
separation; from Bonaparte, I have seen not a small 
munber of these my ancient proteges prefer the side 
of the public walk on which 1 was not; and, by this 
delicate attention, generously, save me the trouble of 
taking off my hat to them. 

Though Bonaparte, on attaining the consulship, 
doubtless, in his secret wishes, desired war, yet ne 
was not ignorant how much the people longed for 
repose ; and that the appearance, at least, of seeking 

' ■ ■ , * See Appendix, I. 
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peace R as the interest of a {jOTCrnroent erected on 
the ruins of one nhich had proroKed an unpopuLir 
and disastrous hostflity. In this view, he hastened 
to notify to the Tariooa foreign pownrs his nen* dig- 
nit}’, and caused a letter of like tenor he addressed to 
our diplomatic a^nts. 

On the iJCtli Decemher, 179£>, the very day after 

l,« 1 -J 1 p 4-^ 'SJttT'pa 


Italy n as lost to us : The emperor of Germany sras 
COTcmed by his ministers, svho, in turn, ere goremed 
hy En|;lana : And France possessed no army n ithin 
herscln It nns not hy any means a small affair to 
put a good face upon the consular goTcmrocnt, and 
to conduct the no less important interests of our 
foreign policy; rrhile it nmeh imported the First 
Consnl, that foreign pouers should understand both 
the impossibility of restoring the Bourbons, and horr 
to appreciate the system of the existing goTemment, 
alike remote from the popular riolcncc of the Con- 
vention, and the nnraanly deception« of the Directory. 
For the attainment of this end, the First Consul issued 
injunctions to TaUcyrand, the new foreign minister, 
to make the first overtures of accommodation to the 
British cabinet. There tbence resulted a correspon- 
dence, u-luch I copied, and wliich shcu ed hou’ condes- 
cending were even then the overtures of Bonap.irte, 
and hon haughty had already become the policy of 
England. I Ought to mention, that, some time alter, 
the First Consnl caused the principal pieces of this 


English nen <!papcr. The Momwf/ Chronicle, u hich 
iras tlun at. the dev otion of the consular government. 
It bchoicd that, to the public, the First Consul should 
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not, appear as tlie author, of propositions •which ■were 
iiot accepted.-*, . 

The. interchange of these communications produced 
no immediate, result. . Nevertheless, the Fii’st Consul 
had attained his object in part; If the British govern- 
ment had expressed, no wish to enter into negotia- 
tions for peace, j^t least it had alloAved liim to perceive 
that, somewhat later, renewed overtures from the 
consulate might be listened to; at the very least, 
Bonaparte had thus been enabled to make a declara- 
tion of principles ; and what was really of great 
importance, he had discovered, that the return of the 
Bourbons would not, oii the part of England, be 
urged as a sine qua non condition of peace between 
the two powers. . 

Since. Talleyrand had been called to the head of 
foreign affirirs, gi-eat activity had been introduced 
into that department. It was an advantage to the 
Consul’ to have, found among the republicans a noble- 
man of the ancient reign. Such a choice seemed 
even to have something of polish in the eyes of 
foreign courts. . It was as if a delicate attention •n’-ere 
paid to the diplomacy of Europe, thus to present to 
its members, as the organ of negotiation, one of 
rank at least equal to their own, and already known 
to all by the exquisite refinement of his .manners, 
aird by the elegance of the addi’ess under which he 
veiled more solid qualities and real talents. 

Not with England alone did Bonaparte and his 
minister endeavour to commence diplomatic relations. 
Peace, but separately, was held out to the House of 
Austria. Here the object nms to awaken a jealousy 
between. the two powers. Speaking to me one day 
of his extreme desire of peace, — “ Look you, Bour- 
rienno,” said the Eii'st Consul; “ I have t^vo power- 
ful enemies on my hands; I shall conclude with the 
more complaisant, udiich will give the means of fall- 

- ' . * See Appendix, K, 



230 


MEMOIRS OF 


in"^ all at once upon the other. I do not conceal from 
you thatlpreferpeaccuithBritain. Nothing would 
then be more easy than to OTcm helm Austria. She 


from recogniaing the new goverument of the Consul* 
cliief, "nhooe rictory of hmrengo u^as thus rendered 
a necessary prelude to the peace of Amiens. 

But uhatercr occupation the cares and the neces- 
sities of the new government gave to Bonaparte, 
there still remained some moments uhen be could 
turn a regard towards the East. 

With respect to all who remained in E|^*, 
Bonaparte found himself in a very singular premca- 


thus, it was Bonaparte, First Consul, who received 


of events uhich ha^ raised Bonaparte to the consuLv 
chair. According to the nafum order of things, 
according to his own calculations even, and desire, 
he ought hrst to have reached Toulon, where the 


^utary Ian s were violated by the very people most 
interested in maintaining their enforcement. Let us 
suppose an obligatoiy sojourn in the Lazaretto at 
Toulon. "What would hare happened then ? Tlie 


Lave become possible, and his suspension probable : 
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for tlic complaints Avcrc of a nature to bo followotl 
up by the former of these results; of this there needs 
no other proof than the oflicial dispatch of General 
Klcher, vlhch, after having- read, tlic Consul placed 
in ray custody. 

This dociuhont, dated from Cairo, 2Gth September, 
commenced by informing the Director}' of General 
Bonaparte’s departure, and his own ndvajicement to 
the chief command. “ My first care,” says Klcher, 

has been to take a precognition on the actual state 
of the army. It is decrc.ased one-hnlf. ^Vith this 
diminished strength arc have to occupy the principal 
points from the Cataracts to Alexandria and El Arych; 
and, at the same time, to contend no longer avith 
disorganized Mamelukes, hut against three great 
poavers, the Porte, the English, and the Ilussians. 
Arms, poaa’der, and shot, arc failing us, avithout the 
possibility of supply. The soldiers are naked, a state 

- the more dreadful, that, in this country, it is tlic most 
active cause of disease; so that, arith half the numerical 
force, we have a much gj'catcr number of sick than 
last year. Bonaparte exhausted all the disposable 
resources of the country in a feaa' jnonths after our 
landing : in revenue aa'c arc consequently in arroar 
tavelve, in pay to the troops four, millions. The 

; season, too, is unfaa'ourable ; the Kilo has not risen. 
.Egypt, in appearance tranquil, is any thing but 
. submissive. ■ 1 am sxurounded by enemies. Such is 
the situation in which Bonaparte remitted to me the 
. euonnous burden of the army of the East. He left 
me power to conclude a peace, if this year we should 
.lose fifteen hundred men by the plague. This more 
r : than all shews his own opinion of the state in Aidiich 
;• -he left things, "Wliat arc fifteen hundred men, more 

- , or less, to the extent of country I have to defend, 
; while every day is a day of battle ? The commander- 

, in-chief has also written, Alexandria and El Arych 
. are. keys, of, Egypt.’. The former-is a ■u'retched fort, 
. . four, days’ journey in the Desert ; six hundi’cd Maine- 
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lakes can ent off oor commnnications nhen they 
please Alexandria Has siiQlacntly well defended; 
but Bonaparte earned off tlie artillery to fit out his 
fhgates, aud our ohd hcaiy ^ans ncre lost in the 
disastrous campaigai of Sjna. In fine. General 
Bonaparte h as deceived la the cortsequeoces of his 
success at Ahoukir: he did indeed destroy almost 
tho totnhty of the Turks uho landed; but wliat 15 
the Joss of fifteen thousand men to such a pou er ? 
It has not retarded, one instant, the inarch of the 
Grand Vizier In these circumstances, uhat can— ^ 
avhat ought I to do? I mil try to gam time by 
negotiations, proposing as terms, that the French 
may occiipj all the fortified places till peace nith 
England, recemng the revenues on paying to the 
Turkish Pacha the tribute formerly paid. If, as is 

. . be 


. • ' ■ "ss 

cnnunative than this of Kleber; but the uord of a 
general, (nlio offered to prove every allegation by a 
process a erhal,) become commander-in-chief, accusing 


no empire, no conquests in all Europe ; but also, no 


land at hazard. 

The Egjyitian expedition formed too grand a 
feature in the life of Bonaparte for him not to de«irD 
earnestly, and often, to recal the pollic mind to his 
conquests in the East. It uas requisite, besides, 
that the nation should never cease to behold, 10 the 
Chief of the IlepuWic, tlic first of its generals con- 
demned to forbear the glory of arms. W hile Jlorcau 
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the llhitu*; wltih* Mas-Jciia roivivt’il fhrnnuy of Italy, 
as the rowanl of his vietory at Ziirieli ; and tvhile Bnnio 
was at the Iiead of tlio anny of llollatid, he, odio had 
passed his youth in camps, solaced the hours of 
temporary inactivity !iy a imunentary retrospect !<» 
his ancient triumphs. Fume was not to he imsfe for 
an instant on the theme. With this view, ho caused 
ho ]m1dis!ied, at. short, intervals, in tin? j^fanifair, 
recitals of the. ca.stern expedition. Often did it 
fnrnl.sh matter of eonu^nitnlation, lliat the damninir 
correspondence, and especially Kh'her’s dispatch, had 
hillcn into his own power, tso much Wiis Bonaparte 
re.aster of himself, that, immediately after huvint^ 
.seized that communication, he dictated to me, the 
followinfr proclamation, thereupon pnldished : — 

“ Soldiers* Tim consuls of the Ilepnhlio often 
tuni their cares to tin; army of the East. France is 
grateful for the infltienec of your coiupmsts in the 
rc.storation of her commerce, and the civilization of 
the world. The undivided regards of Europe an; lixetl 
upon you. In thought, I too am often with you. 
In whatever situation the changes of war may place 
you, ho ever the soldiers of Rivoli and Aboukir; 
you will then he invincible. Give to Kloher that 
uuhomided confidence Avhich yon yielded tome; he 
merits it all ! Soldiers ! think of the day, when, 
crowned M'itli victory, you shall rcrcntor the sacred 
territory; it will he a d.a)' of glory for the whole 
nation.” 

Nothing shon’S more complotelj’^ tlic character of 
Bonaparte, than the paragraph touching Kleber, after 
the reader has seen tlm manner in which that general 
had AiTrittcn to the Directory. Heading cxj)rcssions 
so flattering as these, liow could any one entertain 
the idea, of the correspondence from Egypt being 
tilled with accusations ! It is, hoAvever, no more than 
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justice to state, that if the preat proportion of these 
accusations iras, on the whole, not exaggerated, there 
M'ere also many calumnies in the letters. As to irhat 
was true, Bonaparte said little, hut he felt most 
acutely the misrraresentations : for example, he was 
most painfully aflected on seeing^ himself accused, in 
some letters, of haring earned au'ay the pretended 
millions. I hare already shewn how this matter 
really stood, and hare nerer heen able to conceive 
what could hare pren rise to so impudent a false- 
hood. ' 

Perfectly aware in what light the Egyptian expedi- 
tion ought to be held, Bonaparte yet looked with a 
favourable eye upon those who extolled that adven- 
tore. The correspondence now in his possession, 
rendered him master of important secrets. The con- 
fidences which coQcemed himself, were precious 
documents, as displaying the opinions entertained of 
his conduct. This was the source of much of the 
farour, and much of the disgrace, which, without 
' . * ’* . ‘ s, better 

* « • • men of 

j . ■, , at the 

same time, reveals wlw so many others of real merit 
were discountenanced and forgotten. Ah ! how 
indispens.able is pliancy to the maintaining one’s self 
in constant favour ! If that be your aim, take good 
heed how you speak fo-d.iy, as you spoke yesterday. 
The u-ind has changed; veer uith the uind: con- 
demn what you approved, approve what you con- 
demned ; you will get on. 
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CriAPTEIl XX. 

j’nr.PAnATPnv 5rji!:»{r5 — ANrrnoTj-.-j — jtit.tTAKV 

nr.wAnn? — trn.trfnr.'i — rni.jcv tip 

Tin: coNsn. — cosj-i'i.An ccvssTiTvrTtnN. 

I AM Ifinutotl (o dosilimtf* n.R thp “ rmi- 

Milatc propnratorv, Ihnt iioriotl of tho roii-oilar 
jrovonmiput, (hiriH" Avbir\i Jinniijinrto rph'nli'tl iit tho 
Luxcmlmnrc. Tlion, in farl, n cn' j^on ji tlir> fin-t 
'Tcrnis of Ihos'o nii^hty cntrrpriscs wluoli lio innli- 
tniod, and tlio fouinlnlion laid of tliosp institutions 
by Avhiob ho nnnouncod his arrossion to powor. Hr 
had then Ino men Avilliin himself, — the repuhliran 
froncral, exjxiscd to all eyes ns the friend of liberty 
and of revohitionnry ))rinr.iplos j and the man of 
ambition, covotiii'r in secret the overlhrou' of that 
liberty, and of those jtriiiciples : finis in darkness pre- 
paring the destruction of the edifice which necessity 
constrainod him to erect in open day. These tu’o 
■charsicfers he jilayod Avith inconceivahlo address and 
deep hypoerlsy, ahich, if it so ple.ase, may he titled 
profound policy. This was induhilahly requisite for 
the accomplishment of his desipns, hut, ns if not to 
lose the habit, he carried this dissimulation into affairs 
altogether secondary. 

It enters little into my jdim to speak of the laws, 
decrees, and consulta, aa'IiicIi the First Consul passed 
or authorized. What, indeed, with the exception of 
the civil code, is become of them all ? Yet i ought 
to mention, at least, the happy cfTcct Avhich they 
|woducod .at the time in Paris, and soon over all 
France. The state of society under the jircceding 
terror must have been seen, fully to ajiprcciatc the 
joy inspired by the first steps of tlio consular gOA’orn- 
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ment ton ards the restoration of socnl order The 


parte’s first thoughts nas to abolt&h this , } et such 
was the fearful ascendency of the friends of crime, 


liberty There i<j, m fact, »«> e\ag"ora*ion la sanog, 
that Bonaparte got into a fury at ml times — and these 
were i ery frequent —ii hen he spohe of the Pirectors, 
M horn he bad sent nbont their business Their iDca> 
pncity rerolted, nay astonished, him “ Conceive,” 
lie would say, " Boumonoe, any thing so retched as 
their system of finance There is no room for doubt,— 
the first magistrates of state daily resigned themselves 
to fraudulent embezzlements \Vliat venality* what 
disorder* what gnsping* Eiery thing was put to 
the hammer places, stores, proiisions, clothing, 
military effects, — erery thin" they soldi Did they 
not devour soveuty-fire millions in advance? And 
then, all these scandalous fortunes 1 ill these malrer* 
sntions * — Is there no n ay to malce them disgorge ? — 
We shall see 1” In the first iDoments of penury, 
occasioned by such predecessors, tn eh o milhons -n ere 
borrowed from diuercut banhers lu Paris, who re- 
ceived bonds upon the receivers general, bearing a dis- 
countof thirty three percent The fin>t appointments 
Were inconsiderable, compared with the allowances 
under the empire The modest budget of the conMiIar 
government for the jear VIII amounted only to 
0,854,500 francs, f The allowance of the First Consul 

* Tbe beheading of Lotus 

+ :CC3j,G05, Ss. 4<J Bterlin* for the whole civil expendilorc 
01 a lutioa Loctuoiog Ihirty ntiUioos of label lunts ' 
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f nini-tirijc'' jf.ittl vUi!*' ‘if Mttnv, l‘\’ 

Jii*. rs’d*-' tj;- ! 'Hi! siti! (ortv. 

in list’*-'' '‘’.riri.!! i'!*, !■> • 

nuir'C Rlt;!"'* };" infi'fiin >* sni* :'.u«'r* 

iir,S Iki'I Ih i-ss •’itsi'- sir <•?.:'!. Only '.i.v t!;sv». 
to liH hr *. h-iti-d ih.r ; 

tisiu, ii< hi‘- iirrA-'.l v, ;t>; ti;r‘ t.<f 

!;;u! ju* tstiii' t'< thho;i 'In r/S 
tiji, ^-n {!;<•',- W'-n'' in tlirir r-ntl i-usnlition. I 
»!! tin* rnhhu't, «»n Ii'a rrti’t a fnnn tin* j-rmnn'. “ Vi'hnt 
nniilirti*:,” «'\i-S.i!iin*(i !*.<• on nn!<rj!>!:. *' 

I.)irnctnr,-I to n f’-it'* hr*,*, r tin j.>*iun‘ »v>!tiri il 
tin* nithlii' ! I'lsS, priticjn'r, 1 j-hnl! ».<’• 
nil jnnttor*' to rislit*. 'I'ln* |in>-o 5 n; nrn n!tr!nt!H--'nj!- 
I'.nnltiiy; tin* j-rioincr*; urn ill h'd: 1 tjin-‘-t‘.niu*(l tlti'in; 
1 rxniuiiu'd r .!'’0 iIh’ J uilor', for rmni tin* otnr'-f-rr*^ 
ritir* Ln't*-' uotiiitius* tliny uhviiy*; lnnt3]> tip thnir v, 
Wlifii ;i! tlif 'IViiijil'*, 1 'oiilil not Jn'l|i thinl.nsn ot' 
till* tniforttuiutn l.oui*; XVI. Ilr nn cxmllntit 
jn-n-on, htit too cfiod, too n.i*y, uinl i;in'\v tint liftvr io 
•h’ul rvith tin* v.'nrld. Atxl ^'i'lfivy Smith I — I ruii'icil 
his fliamhnr In* ^hpv.•n nn*. If tin* hloi’ltlir.nls lin<l 
not iillonnd him to f“;iajn*, Ijlioi’li! havr; (•.ajitiirctl 
Aero! 'J'imri* uro t(n» tniuiy rfrollnrlitins a*-sori:itn(l 
rvith that Nuhl pri-ioii ; I trill onlcr it to lit* jitillntl tlotrn 
soiiio day. 33o yon ktiou- trliat I did at tlir Ti’iiijdf? 
I ordered the iv;Ti.st<*r.s to be prodnred ; there rrere 
hostages amon;,'- the cajilives ; I have ret them at 
liberty. ‘ An tinjnsl Ian',’ it n as tlnm I addre<^s(*d 
them, ‘ has dejirived yon of freedom; my fust duty is 
to restore, it to yon.’ In this, IJonrriennt*, have I not 
done rvcll'r” He did do v.ell in this, and many 
hlc.sscd him for the happiness llin.s he.stotvcd. 

Atiotlior ineidont of the first consulate shews the 
inilcxibility of Bonaparte’s chanieler, ■wlnm he hud 
once fonned a decision. In Jnly, 179f), General 
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the title Tillich Tias thus offlred; it Titis for the 

i iublic But in pmale, hon often Inve n e laughed 
leartily in weighing the talue of these literarj dis- 
tinctions* Bonaparte Knen little of mathematics, 
a good deal of historr, anil, it need not be added, 
possessed immense military gcnins, but Tilth only all 
this, he Tras good for nothing at the Institute, unless 


ized assembly there required nothing more to give 
umhmge to Bonaparte, and Napolcomias no longer 
ntthepain% to dissemble Iiott much he detested all 
that enjojed the right of nsscmhlmg and deliberating 
Etcii from the time of Iiis return, after the Egyptian 
expedition, he began to be ucary of a title by uhich 
too many colleagues had the priTilege of addressing 
him , and lie detested colleagues “ Don’t j ou find,* 
said he one day to me, “ that there is something 
trivial, something ignoble, lo the plirasc, ‘ 1 hare the 
honour to be, mj dear colleague ?* It tires me *’ In 
gcneml, all ovprossions Ti bich sounded like equality 
di^jiloased him utterlj The figure of the Ilepubhc, 
seated, and holding n lance aJ^cd to legal instru- 
ments, at the beginning of tlic consulate, Tvas not 
long in being trodden under foot fortunate u ould it 
Laae been had he thus treated the image only of 
liberty * 

Another preparative for the future order of things, 
Tvluch dates also from the Luxembourg, u ns the insti- 
tution of honorary sabres ’xnAJ'ustls M Iio docs not 
discover m tins liiimble means the foundation of the 
Legion of Honour A Bfigeant of grenadiers, named 
Anne, having been inrlndcd in the first distribution. 


1 e ttcr, my bta\ e cotoxadie , jow have no nted to toll 
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of your actions; you arc tlic liravrst p-pnntlior in the 
army since thcMlcnth ofhi-avc Benoroto. You have 
had’one of the hundred sahros u hi<rh I di'itrihnted to 
the army. All the soldiers n'froc'l that, you u'crc the 
])orson u’ho deserved it most, I wish juuch to see 
you again. The minister of war sends you an order 
to come to Paris.” This cajoling, addressed to a 
soldier, tended marvellottsly to the ohjeet proposed. 
The letter could not fail to circnlatc! in the army. 
The First Consul — the first gcnenil of France, call a 
sergeant, “ I\Iy hiavc companion !” AVho would act 
thus hut a sincere repuhlican — an enthusiastic admirer 
of e(|ualit.y? There wanted nothing more to inflame 
the whole arm}' with devoted admiration. 

At this very lime, Bonaparte had hegnn to find 
himself straitened in the Luxembourg, and prepara- 
tions were making for the Tuilcrics. But this grand 
.stoj) towards the re-cstahlishmcnt of monarchy was 
to bo taken with .nil jinidencc. It behoved first to 
remove the supposition that none save a king could 
inhabit the palace of our ancient kings. What to do 
in this case? A very fine bust of Brutus had been 
hronght from Italy; and was not Brutus the scourge 
of tynnuts ? Upon this, David wsus solemnly inau- 
gurated to the charge of superiutendiug the location 
of Junius Brutus in the gallery of the Tuilcrics. 
What greater proof of hatred of tyranny I And then 
a hu.st could do no harm — all was for the best. The 
reasoning was perfectly unexccptionahlo ! 

To sleep in the Tuilerics, iu the hed-chamher of the 
kings of France, was all that Bonaparte desired ; the 
rest would follow. To establish a principle, satisfied 
him in the mean time ; at fitting' ojiportunity, he 
could deduce the consequences : hence the aftectation 
of not mentioning the name in the acts, hut of dating 
them from the “ PaLace of the Government.” The 
fii-st preparations were modest enough ; for the stanch 
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* Tlie celebrated artist.' 
Q 
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republican on«Iit to hareno taste for luxury. , There- 
fore, the architect onlj[ received orders to clean out 


(i£ 12,000.) Tile consul’s play unis to conceal as much 


procured for this ** the Palace of the GoTenunenL” 
iVith him erery thing had meaning, so that it ivaa 
not without design that the statues were selected for 
the gallery of the TuUcries. Prom among the Greeks, 
Demosthenes and Alexander were chosen, to pay 
homage at once to the "eoius of Eloquence and of 
Conquest. The statue of Hannibal recalled the greatest 
enemy of Jlome, and Romo herself sras represented 
hy Scipio, Cicero, and Cato; by Brutus and Cssar, 
the Tictim and his inunlerer, side hy side. Among 

■■■■ . I ■ • t . . 

sTiiose scientiQc combinations be so much aUmired, 
to Conde, that it might he thought the teraemhrance 
of a Bonrhoa had for the Consm ao terrors, and to 
shew that he rendered homage ahke to all men. 
The memory of the gallant exploits of the Prench 
navy u-as recalled hy the statue of Diiguai-Trouiu. 


c.ii.a oiiici, i.ustf |iuiu'»ui>uy upon lue tnrone, and 
true wi«dom founding a free state. In fine, the sta- 
tues of Dugoramier, Danipierre, and Jouhert,* clearly 


Celclinitnl /rpabiicaa {^cerab. 
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rviiicpd to the -worlil llio luglrp<topm nntortJiiuod hy 
(Tonoral iJonajiarto for his fornu'i* hrotliron in arms, 
illnstrions Tictnns of a cause no loufjer his own. 

Wc have already noticed the Irniticss at tempts 
of Bonaparte to engjijre the courts of Jmndon and 
Vic-una to enter into ncffoliations with tltc consular 
fTOvernment. It had, tliereforc, hccome necessary to 
give a new activity to the war, and to explain, at the 
same time, why peace, promised on tlio first days of 
the consulate, was yet onl}' a promise. To attain 
these two objects, the Consul addressed to the army 
an energetic proclamation, the more remjwkahle, as 
omitting the sacraracnt.al words — for the usage w.as 
consecrated — of concluding with** Live the Ilcjmhlic.” 

“ Soldiers ! In promising peace to the French 
people, I have been your organ. I know your valour. 
Von arc the same men who coiupicrcd llolland, the 
Rhine, Italy, and gave jieacc beneath the walls of 
astonished Vienna. Soldiers ! The defence of your 
own frontiers must no longer hound your desires; 
there are the enemies’ st.atcs to subdue. There is 
not one among yon, •who, having made several c.am- 
paigns, knows not that the -most essential quality of 
the soldier is to endure priviitions -unth constancy: 
many years of had administration cannot he repaired 
in a day. As First Magisti-atc of the Republic, it will 
he grateful to me to declare to the whole nation, those 
troops who shall deserve, by their discipline and va- 
lour, to he proclaimed the supports of their country. 
Soldiers ! ■ When the time arrives, I :-will he in the 
midst of you; and awc-strnck Europe shall confess 
that you are of the race of the brave.” 

About the same time was accomplished the or- 
ganizing of a coiincil of state, divided into -five 
sections ; namely. Home Department, Finances, Ad-^ 
miralty. War, Legislation. The allou'ance of the 
counsellors of state was fixed at twenty-five thousand 
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francs, (£1041, 13s 4d) and that of the presidents 
of each of the sections, it thirtj-five thousand 
francs, (£1458, Cs 8 d) The costumes of the 
consuls, and dilTerent orders of state officer!, ^ ere 
aUo appointed Velrct, prosenhed since the mo« 
narchy, now once more came into use , and, as 
if from regard to the manufictoncs of Ljons it 
ivas decreed, that this anti rcpiibUcan stuff should 
be employed in the robes of office Thus, in the 


archy, that u hen the time arrived, there should 
remain only a n ord to be changed Beyond this, I 
can assert, that he took little concern in tbe<o 



njasijuerades, pressed by the First Consul into the 
service of his pohtics At the epoch of the year 
VIII , corresponding to the carnival of 1800, masks 
began to reappear in Pans Disguise was the mode, 
and Bonap -♦'i - -•»*»- 

days In tl 
times So 

turned the , ^ ^ * 4 ^ 1*0 u 

more moment, and if, on the held of battle, he 
followed the pnnaple, divide and conquer,” in 
government, he pursued the maxim, " amuse and 
rule” He did not pay, -nith Juvenal, " panem et 
arcenses," for I believe bis Latin hardly CTtcndcd 
so far, but he put the advice in practice From the 
same motives, he authonzrd the rc-opcning of opera 
balls, and those ulio still remember lUc consulate, 
uiU recollect that this was re^ly an cient to the 
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Parisians. “ ’WHiilc they prattle about those tliinirs,” 
said he, “ they ""’ill not talk about politics ; and tliat 
is what I u'ant. They may 1)C amused, they may 
dance; hut let them not thrust their noses into the 
designs of government. Besides, Bonrrienne, I have 
other motives ; I sec here other advantages. Fouche 
tells me the merchants complain. This will always 
cause a little money to circnlato. And then, nmst I 
fret myself about the Jacobins ! Must all lie wrong, 
because it is not new? I verj* much prefer opoi'a 
balls to their saturnalia of the Goddess of Reason. 
I never was lauded more cnthnsiasticallj', than at last 
parade !” 

Some time before, a consular decree of another 
natm*e, and of different importance, had carried joy 
into the bosom of many fiimilies. Bojiapartc, as wc 
have seen, had reasons for bringing about the 18th 
Fructidor, prepai-atory to overturning the Directory. 
The Directory turned out, he had now motives, at 
least in part, for undoing the effects of the 18th 
Fructidor. He caused .a report of those exiled on 
that occasion to be presented by the minister of 
police, and authorized the return of forty, merely 
placing them under .surveillance, and assigning a 
certain place of residence. But the greater part of 
these distinguished men remained not long under even 
this resti'aint. They were quickly called to fill those 
elevated situations in his government, for which their 
I'espective talents wore adapted. All this was natural ; 
for Bonaparte unshed, as yet, in appearance at least, 
to base his government upon those principles of 
moderate republicanism, which had occasioned their 
banishment, whom he now invited to assist his 
labours. Thus he proceeded to call to the councils 
of the consulate, those whom the Directory had 
proscribed, precisely as, at a later period, he recalled 
the emigrants, the proscribed of the Republic, into the' 
high functions of the empii’e. The times and the 
men alone differed, — the thought Avas the same. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

I’CACE WlVu RUSSIA PAUL I. AKD TIIE FIRST CO'V- 

SUL WASHI^GTG^f niSTORl OK BIURAT — -HIS 

MARRIAGE MITII CAROLINE BONAPARTE ANEC- 

DOTES — JOSEPHINE — THE PEARL NECKLACE — 
THE CONSUL OUTWITTED. 

The first relations between Bonaparte and the 
Emperor Paul L fcomrnenced soon after the consulate. 
Circumstances seemed a little Jess uniarourable. For 
eoiuc titaej Tajue rumours announoed a coldneM 
betueen Russia and Austria, nhile an open misun- 
derstandin? manifestly existed between the courts of 

T • . S J- I- . 


refused to include, in n cartel of exchange betneen 
France and En'^Iand, seren thousand Rnssians, taken 
jirisoners in Holland. Tbe«c Bonaparte ordered to 
be armed and clothed anew, jn the uniforms of the 

■ I s • , 


!■ . . 
besi (eiuis. Luiu nruinonu, orucrccl to <]uit M 
Petersburg-, immediately retired to Ri^; and Eng- 
lish ships n ere seized in all the ports of Russia. 
The arriral of the Boron Sprin^porfeii, as RiisMan 
ambiAsador, at Paris, canseu nniTersal satisfaction. 
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Tlirougli tills envoy, B'lio enjoj’^edtlie entire confidence 
of Ills master, a personal correspondence iv'as cai’ried 
on between the French Consul and the Russian 
Emperor. I have read the autograph letters of 
Paul. They were, remarkable for the franlcness with 
which they expressed admiration of Bonaparte. No 
courtier could have -used terms more flattering : but 
the professions of the emperor were sincere j and 
his friendship led him in all things to comply with 
the wishes of his hero. Of this, he gave a proof as 
lively as it ir^as singular. . Having conceived so 
violent a hatred against the English government, he 
desired to engage in single combat aU those kings who 
refused to shut their ports, and declare war. There 
was given to be inserted .in the Petersburg “ Court 
Gazette,” his challenge to the King of Denmark. 
But declining to request ofiiciaUy from the ■ senate of 
Hambiu'g its insertion in the “ Correspondant,” the 
journal of that state, the affair was referred to Ms 
Schramm, a . merchant, by Count de Pablen,* the 
Russian minister of police. The Count intimated 
to M. Sclu'amm, that it .would afford the emperor 
much satisfaction to have inserted in the “ Corre- 
spondant,” the article from the Gazette, requesting, if 
the insertion took place, to remit by. an extraordinary 
courier twelve copies of the jommal on vellum paper. 
The intention of Paul was to have sent a copy to all the 
sovereigns ; but this folly d la Charles XII. produced 
no result. This enthusiasm of Paul for Bonaparte, 
n'as to the latter a somce of the liveliest jileasme he 
bad ever expei'ienced. The friendship of a sovereign 
appeared a move nearer being a sovereign himself, 
Buthefiiilednot, at the same time, to draw immediate 
profit from the friendship of the heir of Catherine, 
rendering it concurrent to the vast conceptions he 
BUS rcvolvitig. Through the instigation of the Czar, 

* The same vlio aftem-ards played a conspicuous part on the 
assassination of Paul, and was killed by a camion ball in the first 
Russian campaign. - * 
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a Prussian army menaced Hanover, and, mth his 
support, Bonaparte was contemplating the march of 
a French army hy land against the British possessions 
in India The tragical death of Paul lormed the 
catastrophe of these intrigues of the north 

Before quitting the Luxembourg, to inhabit the 
Tuilenes, Bonaparte resolved to stnkc the eyes of 
the Parisians by the splendour of a grand ceremony 
For this, he fixed upon the 20th Pluviose, that is to 
say, ten days before finally leaving the quondam 
palace of the Directory Tliese fetes were then very 
different from u hat they aftem ards became They 
derived all their magnificence from miUtary display , 
and, at all times, when the Consul mounted on 
horseback, surrounded by a bnUiant stafi*, in centre 
of ivhicb he was conspicuous by the siniplici^ of 
his attire, he nos sure that the populace of Pans 
would throng around his path, to salute him nith 
unforced and unhouglit acclamationv The sole 
object of the present fcstiial, was to have been the 
presentation, in the Hospital of the Inrnhds, then 
Called the Temple of Mars, of seventy tw o stand of 
colours, taken at the battle of Aboi^cir, from the 
Turks But the news of the death of "Washington 
amvmg before the arrangements were completed, 
Bonap » * I p 

more i 

this gi • 


French people, as to the freemen of both worlds ; 
• Waslungton died I4lh December, 1790 
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and especially to the soldiei-s of France, avIio, like 
him, and the yarriore of Americji, fight for liberty 
and equality. The First Consul, therefore, orders, 
that . fox'. the space of ten days, black ci*apcs bo 
suspended from all the standiu’ds and llags of the 
Hepublic.” 

The death of Washington, the noble founder of a 
rational freedom iu the New World, u’as an event of 
perfect indifference to Bonaparte; but it happened 
opportunely, as fresh occasion of masking Ixis real 
designs, under high sounding phi'ases in favour of 
liberty. On the 20th Pluviose, accordingly, Lannes, 
to Avhom Bonaparte had assigned the act of presenta- 
tioii, attended by strong detachments of cavalry, bent 
his Avay to the “ Hotel dcs Invalides.” Here, in the 
hall of the council, the minister of n-ar Avaited to 
receive the pledges of Eastern victory. AU the 
ministers, counsellors of state, and generals, had been 
convoked to assist at the solemnity. Lannes pro- 
nounced a discourse, to AA'hich Bexihier replied, and 
M. Foutanes joined his studied eloquence to the 
militaxy harangues of the tn'O generals. M. de 
Fontanes, along Avith Suard, La Harpe, and some 
others, proscribed at the 18th Fructidor, Avas among 
the first authorized by the Cousxd to .return to 
France. He Ai'as charged n ith pronouncing the 
funeral oration . of Washington ; and, as . may be 
supposed of an able speaker, the floAA^ers of his 
oratory AA'ere not strcAved exclusively on the bier, of 
the American hero. In the temple Avas the statue 
of Mars. From the columns and the arched roofs, 
depended the trophies of Denain, Fontenoy, and 
the Italian campaign, — trophies Avhich would have 
still been there, had not the demon of conquest 
possessed Bonaparte. Taa'o aged veterans, in their 
hundredth year, stood beside the minister of Avar ; and 
beneath the trophy, composed of the standards of 
Aboukir, reposed the bust of the liberator of America. 
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In short, ereiy species of qiiackerj- suited to such an 
occasion, « as called into requisition In the evenin", 
the assembly n as nuraerotis at the Liisomhour^, and 
Bonaparte took to himself much credit for the effect 
produced on this •nell contnied diy Tliere noir 
remained only ten daj-s to uait, before sleeping at 
the Tuilenes On the tenth, ceased the national 
mourning for Wasliington Vi ell might the sables 
liave been retained for the demise of freedom ^ 

Tlie first report on the cii il code before the legis- 
lative body, was also nude during the abode in the 
Luxembourg There also Mere decreed the statutes 
constituting the bank of France, and that establishment 
organized, uhich tiU then, bad been iranting in our 
country In this palace, too, si as solemnized a do- 
mestio ceremony lu Bonaparte’s family, afterMards 
prodnctive of no mein consequences to the parties 
I hare hitherto spoken but little of Mnrat, in the 
course of these Memoirs, bnt hiving now amred at 
the epoch of his mamafl’e Mitli the sister of the First 
Consul It seems here the proper place to revert to 


detail* hlumt, by the beauty of his external form, 
hi3 physical strength, the somen hat o\ cr refined 
elegance of liis manners, the loftiness of Ins carnigc, 
and his fearless bravery in combat, bore less resem- 
blance to a republican soldier, than to one of those 
warbke knights, so romantically described b) Ariosto 
and Tasso The nobibty of his appearance quickly 
effaced all recollection of the Ion ness of liis birth * 
he was courteous, polished, gallant , and, on the field 
of battle, tuenty men commanded by Jlunt Mere 
worth a regiment 1 et, for once, even 'Murat had a 
** moment of fear” The following are the circiira- 
Btanccs under winch fie once ceased to be bimself — 
^Vhon, in the first campaign of Italy, Bonaparte had 
forced irurmzer to retire Mitfiin Mantua with 20,000 



NAPOLEON BONAPAnXE. 


251 


men, IMiollis, Mntli 4000 soldiers only, -was directed to 
oppose the sorties inadc by tbc Anstrian g-eneral. In 
one of these aftaclcs, jMnrat received sm order to 
charge Wumizcr. He icas afraid ; did not execute 
the order ; and, in the first moment of confusion, said 
lie was wounded. From that time, hlurat fell into 
disgrace with the commander-in-chief, whose aide-de- 
camp he then n'as, though contrary to the rules. For, 
prior to this, having been sent to Paris commissioner 
to present to the Directory tbc first colours tahen by 
the French anny in Italj', he was introduced to, find, 
as first aide-de-camp of the general, received with 
kindness by Madame Bonaparte j whose interest, and 
that of Madame TalUcn, procured for liim the rank of 
brigadier-general. It was a remarkable cmcurastancc 
for the time, that Murat, on his return, notu’ithstand- 
ing this accession of rank, stiU continued aide-de-camp 
to Bonaparte, whom the rules did not permit to have 
one'of higher grade than chief of brigade, answering 
to the rank of colonel. It ivas, on Bonaparie’s side, 
but an early anticipation of the prerogatives every 
where reserved for princes and sovereigns. Preinously 
to this journey, Murat had become acquainted with 
the handsome Caroline Bonaparte, at her brother 
Joseph’s, who then discharged the . functions of re- 
publican ambassador at Home. It appeared that, 
from the first, Caroline had not viewed him with 
indifference ; and he found himself the favoured rival 
of Prince Santa Croce, who earnestly .sought her hand. 

After- the affair at Mantua, however, Murat fell 
into such disrepute ndth the commander-in-chief, that 
the latter seemed to have conceived a sort of dislike 
for his former friend,— placing him, -first in the divi- 
sion of BeiUe, and subsequently in that of Hilliers. 
’IVTien we returned to Paris, after the treaty of Campo- 
Formio, Murat was not included in our party ; ' but as 
t^ie ladies, his patronesses, had no little credit with 
the minister cf war, they obtained for him a place in 
the Egyptian expedition, and he was attached to the 
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Genoese division On board the i* Orient, the ancient 
aide-de-camp constantly remained m the most complete 
disCTace ’ " 

spwse t i ■ . 1 

always , • ■ « 

upon difficolt missions. But the commattdeivia-chief 


success of the day of Aboukir, that the General, 
happy in beanng^ into Franco a last laurel gathered 
in tho East, forgave the error of a moment, and 
wished also to forget, nhat had doubtless been re- 
ported to his ear: for, though Boniparte never 
exactly said so, I have many reasons tor thinking 
the name of Murat was uttered by Junot, m hu 
indiscretions at the Springs of ^lessonduh. The 
grenadier ch-\rge,lcd on by Murat, on the lOth Vendo- 
muure, dissipated any hngenn^ clouds ; nud at those 
seasons, when the necessity oi bis politics dommated 
over all other considerations, the mol of the Boman 
pnnee ' 

Blad. 

chivalrt 

advance 


reproach nos, perhaps, having been somcwliat too 
much n n oman in her love of agnation, n as haunted 
by distressing presentiments: earned an ay by tbe 
unreflecting openness of her character, she perceived 
not that the same coquetry which proaircd her de- 
fenders, likewise supphed her implacable enemies 
with arms against her. In this situation of things. 
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Josephine, ■well anwe that' she had attached Murat 
by the ties of gratitude and friendship, ardently 
■wished to see him xmited to Bonaparte in a family 
alliance, and aided, by her best influence, his union 
■with Cai'oline. She coidd not be ignorant, alsOj that 
already, at Milan, an intimacy had commenced, be- 
tween the parties, rendering their mamage altogether 
desirable; and it was she who first proposed to 
Murat He hesitated, and in his hesitation went to 
consult M. Collot, — a good counsellor in all thing^s, 
and one whom long intimacy had initiated into the 
family secrets. M. Collot recommended an immediate 
and fonnal application for the hand of the sister of 
, the First Consul. Murat repaired to the Luxembourg, ' 
and presented his request to Bonaparte. Acted he. 
well? To this step he owed the throne of 'Naples ; 
had he abstained, he would not have been shot at 
Pizzo. ... 

But the gods themselves succumb to Fate’s decrees. 

However that might have been, ’the First Consul 
listened more as a sovereig'n than a brother in arms 
to the sxiit of Murat ; he received him with a severe 
gravity ; said he would think of it, without giving at 
fii’st any positive answer. Murat’s proposal, as may 
be thought, formed the subject of the evening’s con- 
vei’satiou, in the drawing-room of the Luxemboing. 
Madame Bonaparte employed all her means of plea- 
sing and of persuasion, to obtain a favourable reply. 
Hqrtcnsc, .Eugene, and myself, lent- our - aid. Our 
exertions were for some time uuthout apparent . suc- 
cess. “ Murat,” we were told, among other things, 
“ is the son of an ale-house keeper ! In the elevated 
innk to which fortune and gloiy. have raised me, I 
c-nunot mingle his blood with my blood! Besides, 
nothing presses. I -svill see about it hereafter.” We 
rctunied to the charge, dwelling, upon the mutual 
affection of the young people, and on the devoted 
attachment of hlurat to the person and service of the 
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Consul, nor did we fail to point out to the latter the 
bnlbant courage and excellent conduct of the youn^ 
soldier in Egypt “ Yes” exclaimed he then, witlr 
mimation, “ that I aclcnowledge, Munt was superb 
Tt Aboukir” We allovred not the moment of lundly 
dispositions to pass anay, but redoubled our en- 
treaties At length, consent u as giren The same 
evening', when we were alone m his cabinet, “ Well, 
Boumenne,” said he, “ yon ong-ht to be satisfied , 
for my oum part, I am so liken ise ; every reflection 
made, Murat suits my sister , and then no one can 
say I am proud, or court grand alhances If I had 
given my sister to a noble, all your Jacobiiw would 
have set up the cry of a connter-reiolution Besides, 
I am Tcrv well pleased, for reasons you can easily 
divine, that rav uife has interested herself m tbi* 
momage bince it is decided, 1 shall hasten the 
affur, we have no time to lose If 1 go to Italy, 
Munt goes uith me I must there strike a decisive 
blow *’ 

Next mormng, •when I entered the chamber of 
the First Consul, at seven, as usual, 1 found him 
even better satisfied than in the evening, vnth the 
resolution he hid formed. I readily perceived that, 
notwithstanding his disccmaient, he had no suspicion 
of the true motive nhich had induced Josephine to 
take so deep an interest m the affair la his satis- 
faction, he even allon ed me to discover that he con- 
sidered her anxiety a proof of the falsehood of those 
indiscreet reports mentioned to him, of her intimacy 
with Murat 

The roamage was celebrated in the Luxemboun', 
hut without any pomp, the First Consul 'mse^ 
Judging the tune not yet arrived lor rendering his 
fami’” ■ " » • p 

the ■ 

plar ' 

a ch. ■ ' ■ PH 

plot. At this time, Bonaparte had not much money. 
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jr^ve to in roucrtptfnciS a tlotiTV of no 

than thirty thoncjuoi fraJK”*; (X* l*Xi!».) I'lvliiiif, 
‘’f t’.iakin"’ !u'r o marri.-tuo* jtr<'‘-in>l, 
not haviu"' \vji<'n'n'ithal to |tt»rrha<i'' mso sisitaMf, 
|.,,i took a iJiammnl ttorkkin’ fmm hin nu n tvifo, 
travc it to iht- int.oolofk Jiv<f'j)!jine nut 
‘^ati'illtMl of tin* i’orrt*i*t«<'*-'i of tlux ahihirlion, 
^^(1 set all hrr witH to work, rontriviti" tnoan< of vi*- 

* Jortoii to hav(* hflon^rr*! to Mnrio-Antolui’tto, 
v;j|ntlina' for a sight of thrin, slu' jtnlg^t’d lh«*y would 
'e;\vor adiniralily. But, for this nt'qui.'-iliott, tun 
jjj^iulrcd and fifty tlininnud franrs (.I’olIO, BN. .Jd.) 
nrcpssarj'. And how r;u<i' this .suin V Bi-rourjif’ 
had to IVrthior, thrn ininisirrat war; BiTtliirr, 
j^'^irdcring' hi.s vowols as usual, ronscnti'd to dtsrliargo, 
^jj.an ojisy way, ccrfain drhts agtiinst ilia liosjiitals of 
Ijjfly; nnd as tho contr.wtors who, in thoso timrs, 
^jjf'iincd iiayinont, showrd themselves [rniteful to 
j_j,pr protectors, the jietirls wore traiisforred front the 
j.p.acrtories of I'oncier to the jowel-oasc of Madame 
jjWparto. , 

. The suit of pearls lliiis obtained, there occurred 
j^^fothcr little difliculty, on which tlie fair jiossessof 
ijj^id not at first calculated. How was slie to wear an 
^piamcnt so verj' remarlcahle, and nerjuired without 
jip'r Inishand’s knowledge ? This was so much the 
jjjpre difficult, that the First Consul knew his wife 
},,fd no money; and as he was — the term will he ex- 
j.jsed — sonicwliat of a meddler, he knew, or fancied 
knou', what jetvcls she had. For more than 
fl/tcen days, then, tlic pearls rdmaiiicd. in their ca.se, 
Josephine not daring; to di.splay them. AVliat ptinish- 
j,^cnt for a woman ! At length, one fine day, Madame 
j^onapartc said to me, “ To-morrow there’ i.s a grand 
jj'aning-room ; ahsolutcly I must n'ear my pearls ; 
l,pt, you know hhii, lie tvill grumble if lie discover 
.^py thing; non', do, Bourr-ienne, I hog you, keep by 


her ncclclace. She knew the fun«tm jeweller, 
I'liicier. had hv him n niag^iiififcnt sd of fine iie.irF, 
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me , and, slioxild he ask me about my pearls, I mil 
say, without hesitation, that I had them long ago ” 
Exery thing passed as Josephine feared, and hoped 


hut thon hast seen them, ten times; it is the nech- 


avhat say you to that ? do you remetaber them ?’’ — 
* Yes, (General, I recollect perfectly hanng seen them 
before.” I did not lie, for Madame Bonaparte had 
shown me her acquisition some days before; and^it 


this little drama, and the Consul suspected nothing. 
On beholding the perfect self-possession of the prin- 
cipal personage, 1 conld not axold an inxolnntary 
allusion to the remark of Suzanne, on the facility 
wath which u omen of true honour only can venture 
an occasional deviation from truth, without being 
committed 


CHAPTER XXII. 

THE POLICE or PBASCE — PERSOVAL ADVENTURE — 
HORRID STSTEM— ■LIBERTY OP THE PRESS DETESTED 
BY BONAPARTE — CEREMONY OP BFMOVING TO THF 
Tt ILERICS— -DESCRIPTION —ANECDOTES, &,C 

At tbe Luverabonrg, also, the First Consul organ- 
ized his 'ccret, which, at the some time, was intended 
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5f» art f.< a rlirVk ui'^n t!<- {mofif, .!?!»';•,* 

rNK'.f'i]. at }»■••!, thrtt nf |)ur««r siu'! Mma'cy; lat*-,". 
llnit <i{' Davoiis! and Ma-i.'r.ia Jk'tK'iii.u:*’ 

Ifriuotl till*: a \il<‘ .‘'V’-N'tn «•! ; lav iil'- rru’* 

tiou'. on its imililily nTrodi^n-^cifik t!. IktnajctVJo at 
tlio weakness to sn'.jiivt l*t»ni!ii\ aiti! uj-on 

tins j\n'rAn*ion ns nrro.vsary. Tiun uninNt»-r i*- !< " 
noil knowjt in this luits f shf.niii? htTo \,innt h; ' 
aliiliti(‘s: ho tjtnokly clisi-f»vfr*-ik h'<Jh tho in«Ti!ntjoi) 
nnd its njronts, hi"h and Ion-. It is difiicnif t<i t»-nn 
:in idea of tho fnllios, the ali'ninlitios, tin' rom.liu os t.f 
tlio hiillotinists, htith iiutih* nnd jdohoinn. I sliriU he 
sih'nt on snrh villanirc, anlifij>atin:r tm-rcly n [n'rs<,in;t! 
orcnrronro, whicli lunst j»n>vr tin* wnrtJdo- ••no. '- td' 
the wrofohod ntjd dis'^nsiin^ system, 'I'ho ndvi-ntin-o 
happonod iti tlio soonnd yonr of the Consnhto, n-lien 
n’c wore ostahlishod at ^i:^]nJai^on. .Innut Imd st liu^'o 
Sinn for the soorot police of the o;ipil.n! ; of this ho ';avo 
lltreo (housnnd franc-s (.€ !£?.'/) to a wrolchod ropnrtor, 
tlio rc.st passed to the pulire of his oicn stnldos nitd 
kitchon. On readinfr ono of tlioso daily hnlloliiis, I 
found, “ M, dc Bonrnomio ivont lust ttifrht to Paris. 
Entcrinfr a residenoe in the Fanxltonrir .*>1 (iennain, 
Kuo de Vareuuo, there, in a very animated convcr.s:\- 
tion, ho travo it to ho undersiood, that the J-irst 
Consul desired to m.alce himself kin;r.” I had tievor 
opened my month on thi.s subject. If is to he observed 
also, that 1 never did, nor indeed could, leave Malniai- 
8011 for .an iicstaut ; night and day I Avas liable, every 
moment, to he called bt' the First Consul, and very 
often AV.1.S .sent for; but, on the night parfrcnlitrly 
.specified, he had continued dictating^ notes and in.sl ruc- 
tions to me till three o’clock in the morning! Jnnot 
came every day, at eleven o’clock : I sent for him, 
being alone, in the cabinet. “ Yon li.avc not read 
your bulletins?” — “ Y’es, but I have.”-s-‘‘ That is 
impossible .” — “ Y'hcrcfore ?” — “ Because you ivoiild 
have supjircsscd an absurdity which concerns me.” — 
VOL, I. f R 
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“ Ah I I am very sorry for it , but I am sure of my 
agent , I shall change nothing in his report ” — " You 
are Avrong ” I then related to him n hat had pissed on 
the night in question He persisted, andivent away 
Eveiy morning I amnged the papers and letters 
to be read on Bonaparte’s table That morning Junot’s 
report ivas laid uppermost The First Consul entered, 
took up the report, and began reading Having 
come to the obnoxious passage, he fell a laughing 
“ Have you read this bulletin ?*’ — “ Yes, General ” 
— " AVhat a beast is Junot it is long since I knew 
that how he allows h>m«;o1f to be gulled I Is he here 
still " I believe so I have had some explanations 
with him, in the spirit of good fellowship , but he 
refused to listen to any thing”— “ Send mm here” 
Junot entered “ Bloclbrad that you arc, hoiv could 
you transmit to me a report hie this ^ So, you don’t 
read your bulletins ? Wliat warrant have I that you 
do not compromise other persons as nninstlyr 1 
want positive facts, and not inventions Your agent 
has long displeased me, dismiss him this very day ” 
Junot attempted to lustify himself “Enough said! 
Sec it done ” Fouche, to whom I related this affair, 
informed me, that it was his contnraDCe, to amuse 
himself at Junot’s expense The former, indeed, often 
led the police of the pobce into the snare he had 
set for them Tins added to his onoi credit Miserw 
hie police* in my time, it poisoned the existence 
of the First Consul, often irritated hun against his 
•mfc, bis servants, and his fnends He at length 
discovered and escaped from its fatal influence , 
but not before it had entangled hun m its wiles, 
and long hell the ascendant over even his power 
False denunciations, foiged correspondences, the 
most artful coincidences, preceded by the most alarm- 
ing reports,— such are the means which the police 
wall ever practise for its own preservation by these 
It smaivcs , not to use them is death “ You think, 
then,” said ^apoleon, at Elba, one day, to an officer, 
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“ that the agents of the police anticipate and hnow 
all. The pohce invents much more than it discovers. 
Without douhtj mine was better than these gentry- 
now employ ; yet it was often only at the end of ten 
or fifteen daj'^s that mine learned something through 
chance, imprudence, or treason. It is the same -with 
the post office; like the police, it catches only fools.” 

The police, as a political instrmnent, is a dangerous 
thing; it has forged, or, to spealc more corrcctlj’-, has 
alimented, entertained, fostered, a greater number 
of false conspiracies, than it has ever detected and 
counteracted real ones. The minister of justice, to 
give importance to his watchfulness in the eyes of the 

! )rince, contrives conspiracies on a gr.and scale, wliich 
le is quite certain to arrest in time, because he is 
master of the whole.- Inferior agents, to curry favour 
with the minister by their seeming vigilance, qwead 
their petty snares, which, throxigh a little discontent 
or temporary pressure, may become — thanks to such 
diabolical officiousness ! — affairs of serious moment. I 
will not cite examples ; I wish not to afflict the Hvin^, 
nor to disturb the ashes of the dead. I limit myself 
to general inferences, declaring these to be based on 
facts, unfortunately too numerous, and too true. 

■ The political police, offspring of our revolutionary 
troubles, has survived them. The police of the 
safety, healthy well-being, and order of society, has 
come -to be considered as only secondary ; it has of 
consequence been neglected. . We live in times when 
attention is ■ directed more to spy out whether a 
citizen goes to mass, and confession, than to pi’otect 
him from a band of robbers. Such a state of. things 
is unfortunate for the countrj’^ ; and to much better 
purposes might be applied that money which is spent 
in- guarding the objects of pretended suspicion ; in 
domestic inquisition ; in corrupting the . friends, the 
relations, the servants, of the man marked out for 
deshniction. This system, this leprosy of modern 
society, growing out of oiw revolutionary troubles. 
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hns continued, like the times w Inch ^ve it birth, 


the dramng-room, snch i> hispcrs as these addressed to 
a u~inn speaker,— Take care — he moderate — such an 
one IS Slid to be of thepobce •” Since the establish- 
ment of a minister of police in France, his pou er has 
ever depended upon two prune movers, — gold and 
informers I am convinced that no man, whatever 
talents he might othermse have possessed, could 
have inflicted either less or more evil than the different 
individuals u ho have occupied that place, from its 
creation to the present moment, have done, that is 
a great deal or good hy some, a great deal of eiil 
hy others, has been received It la through this 
minister that a man obtains, that be loses, all He 
vhocanennch, and heiibo can destro},is equally 
flattered. Interest and fear,— these are the ti»o 
mighty agents MTiat renders Ins power so dangerous, 
u aenouncement, and espionage Informers are men 
of a most pernicious stamp, the natural enemies of 
society If a man is accused for the public good, 
why denounce him socrcflj to the pnnee, aiho may 
be easily prejudiced? why not bring him before the 
magistrate, who must b« guided by fixed rules '* 
VTiat man is so master of liimself as to calculate all 
his proceedings, measure all his expressions, and never 
give matter ftir mfonoation to a concealed encroj , a 


ku ui uiiiuiuL luut. luiue iiiiiiu luev iiiic iievei 
1 nown, and to drag into enme, wluch is their 
element, to urge the unfortnnatc being who has 
fallen into their, toil^ from a vague feehng of dis- 
content, into crimes,— being his actual accomplices, 
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hofore bncomin^ his ncnisiMN ! Many (•xainplos ooiild 
I instance of this, csfaMi'^hitiir tii<' mulaiirlinly tnnh, 
that the human heart is tlu» arsmml of all perfulv, 
and of all evils ! It. is corlain, and the proefs 
ahoiind, that the acts of the police have hiil too fre- 
quently cncouraj,oul the crime, to have (he merit of 
ilenounclu", and the satisfaction of pum'shinp:. This 
assertion, fearful as it is, miirht la* supported hy :i 
tiiousand facts. Tiiesc aeeuts are restraiin’d hv- 
no rule ; to jirovoko their victims, they may do .a!l 
and say all j their med.al, and a piece of ribbon, pro- 
tects tlicm. Tliese arc not the secrets of a plnce 
ndiich I once filled as prefect of police ; I believe I 
render a service in pointings out avliat I have Icnonm 
and seen, ‘as nmvilling confidant, of the .shameful 
manccuvrcs of this political. institution.'^ 

Bonaparte had often in his month the word 7(/co- 
loffitc, by ivhich ho meant to designate, with some 
degree of ridicule, those men who, speculatively labour- 
ing for the melioration of the spoeics, hehehl the Inie 
and the only source of power in uutionrtl institutions. 
This he c,illcd mctaphy.sics. lie saw ])Ower only in 
force. These men and their opinions Bonaparte 
regarded as dangerous, because opposed dinmetrically 
to the stern and arbitrary forms which he had adopted. 
Their heart, he said, excelled their understanding; 
and, far from plunging into their abstractions, he 
always asserted, that men were governed by fear and 
hy interest. To watch over these, and all other 
speculators, the censorship might be regarded as a 
distinct species of police. Tlie free manifestation of 
taught, through the voice of the press, ought ever 
to he regarded as a most precious privilege. As to 
Bonaparte, he held this fi*cedora in so great horror, his 
rage Avas such when men dared to argue in favour of 

■.* Since tlicso^ passages were written, some change lias taken 

place in the administration of 1827 Author'. Bourrienne was 

prefect of police under Louis XVIII. — Translator. 
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The period of qnittinj the Luxembourg haTing 
arrived, Bonaparte, in addition 'to those already de- 
scribed, surrounded the movement 'by many new 
precautions, equally deceitful. The removal was 
fixed for the 30th plurioso; the day previous 'had 
•been selected for publishiog’the list of votes accept- 
ing the constitution. On the other hand, he had 
postponed for ten days the insertion, in the hfoni- 
teur, of the speeches and proceedings in the Temple 
of Jlars. He considered the day in which be iras to 
make so hold an advance towards monarchy, neU 
adapted to entertain the inhabitants of Paris svith 
great ideas about liberty, and to mingle anew his 
name with Washington’s. ^ ' 

On the day appointed for this decisive ceremony, 
I entered the chamber of tbe First Convul, os usual, 
at seven o’clo<^ : he n'as in profound sleep j and this 
was one of the mornings in which he begged mo to 
let himindulgoaliltle longer. I remarked that General 
Bonaparte was much less moved at the moment of 
executing designs which he had projected, than at 
the time of their conceptiort; so established was his 
habitude of considering what be had determined upon 
in thought as already performed. On'my re-enter- 
ing, he said, svitb an air of marked satisfaction,— 
“Well I Bourrienne, at ’length we 'shall sleep in 
the Tuilerios. You ore vciy fortunate ; you are not 
obliged to exhibit yourself j you can go in your oivn 
way ; but for nfc, it is inmmbent to malie a proces- 
sion;— that tires one; bnt we must speak to the eyes. 
The Director'. • < * ’ 

sidemtion. . ■ ' * ■' 

a great city, . ' . ■ ■ " 

file head of : • ■ * ' ■ ' ■ 

possible meat • 

Bonaparte left the Laxcmboui^ 'at ooe o’clock 
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preciseljL The procession was, doubtless, far from 
resembling those which, under the empire, displayed 
such magnificence ; but all the pomp permitted by the 
existing state of things in France, had been given. 
The only true splendour of that period was the mag- 
nificence. of the troops; and tluree thousand chosen 
soldiers, especially the superb regiment of guides, 
Avere assembled. The military were on horseback, 
the civil officers and counsellors of state in cai'riages; 
and, for their transportation, it was necessary to have 
recourse to hackney coaches, merely using the pre- 
caution of covering the number ndth paper the same 
colour as the body of the vehicle. . The carriage of 
the First Consul only, was drawn by six white horses, 
recalling' the memory of glory and of peace : they 
were those presented by the Emperor of Austria 
after the treaty of Campo-Formio. With the First 
Consul, who Tr'as in -military costume, wearing the 
magnificent sabre, a present also from Francis, were 
Cambaceres and Lebrun. . Everywhere on the route, 
through a considerable portion of the capital, his 
presence called forth shouts of joy, ivhich then re- 
Ajuired not to be extorted by the jiolice. The 
immediate approaches to the Tuileries were lined by 
the consular guard, a royal usage, ivhich contrasted 
singularly ivith the inscription over the entrance, — 
“ ON THE IOtH AUGUST, 1792, ROYALTY WAS ABO- 
LISHED IN FRANCE, AND SHALL NEVER BE RE-ESTA- 
BLISHED !” Already was it re-established. 

Eo sooner had the carriage stopped in the square 
of the palace, than the First Consul, rapidly alighting, 
mounted, or, to speak more correctly,, vaulted on 
horseback, -to review the troops, wliile his two col- 
leagues ascended to the royal apartments, where the 
council of state and ministers attended them. The 
review was prolonged, in sight of a confluence of 
spectators impossible to describe ; the n'indows ivcre 
filled with elegant ivomen, dressed in the Grecian 
costume, then the fashion ; and from every quarter. 
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OS from 1 Single %oire, resounded the acclamation, 
“ Long lire the First Consul ’ * "Who n onld not have 
j lelded to the intoxication of such enthusiasm ’ After 
passing betneen tlie lines, addressing flattering ex- 
pressions to the commanders of the corps, Bonaparte, 
having Murat and Lanues oti his right and left, took 
his station near the gate of the Tmlenes Behind 
stood a numerous etat majoY, composed of youthful 
iramors, bronzed by the suns of Italy and Egypt, 
every oue of n horn had been in more combats wan 
he numbered year« ^\Ticn the Consul beheld pass 
before him the colours of the 8Cth, the 43d, and the 
30th derai brigade, as theac standards m ere reduced 
to a haro pole nub some tatters of silk, tom by 
bullets, and blacked nath smoke, he took off his hat 
and heat towards them, in token of reverence Each 
of these homages of a great captain to ensigns muti- 
lated on the field of battle, ntis bailed hr a thousand 
acclamations All the troops having defiled, the First 
Consul ascended mth dauntless step the stmrs of the 
Tuilenes r 

The part of the General ivas over for that day, non 
commenced that of a Chief of the State And here is 
the proper place to relate a fact of n hich I n as both 
an eje and ear avitncss, because, though occumng 
somenhat earher, its effects became daily more per- 
ceptible, after the removal to the Tuilene** The 
reader mil not haie forgotten, that when Diicos 
and Sieyes bore the title of Consuls, the three mem- 
bers of the ooniular commission n ere equals, if not 
in fict, at least in right A\hen Carabac^res and 
I cbnin replaced them, JL de Talleyrand nas ap- 
pointed at the same time successor to M Bernhard 
as minister for foreign affairs On this appointment, 
he lias admitted to a private audience by Bonaparte, 
m the cabinet, n hero I remained alone inth them 
The uords addressed by TalJejTand to Bonaparte 
n ere too remarkable in themselves, and in theiretrects 
upon the auditory, for me to forget them “ Citizen- 
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general,” said the non' minister, “ you have ronfidod 
to me the department of foreign afl’inns; I 'mill justify 
your confidence ; hut I esteem it my duty at once to 
declare, that I vill consult with you alone. There 
is in this no vain haughtiness on my side ; 1 speak 
only as the interests of France .are concerned. 
That our country he well governed, that there may 
he unity of action, it is indispensable that you he 
Fii'st Consul, and that the First Consul have in his 
own manageracut whatsoever directly pertains to 
politics, — that is to say, the home and police depart- 
ments, for the internal government; my department, 
for external relations ; and, finally, tiie t\i‘o great - 
instruments of the executive, war and the admiralty. 
It will therefore he altogether proper that these five 
ministers correspond with you alone. The admini- 
stration of justice, and of the finances, is donhtlcss 
connected with executive policy hy numberless links, 
hut here the union is less inscpfirahle. With your 
peiniission, General, I avould advise that the second 
consul, very able lanycr as he is, should have the 
direction of legal affairs ; while the third, equally con- 
versant in ways and means, should conduct financial 
operations. This will occupj'^ — will amuse them ; 
and you, General, having at disposal the vital powers 
of government, will thus he able to attain the noble 
object of ymir aims, the regeneration of France.” 

These remarkable words were too much in accord- 
ance with the pi’ivate sentiments of Bonaparte, to he 
heard nith indifference. Do you know, Bonr- 
riehne,” said he, on the departure of the minister, 
“ Talleyrand gives good counsel ; he is a man of ex- 
cellent sense.”- — “ Such, General, is the opinion of 
all who know him.” — « Talleyrand,”, added ho, with 
a smile, “ is quick; he has penetrated me. What he 
advises you know well it is my intention to . do. 
But one stroke more! — he is right ; they, vi'alk with 
speed who walk alone. Lebrun is an excellent person, 
hut he has no politics.in his head;. he writes books.. 
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Cambaceres has too manjrtradihons oftbe Rerolation. 


the presentations took place, Cambaceres and Lebrcn 
resembled ratber spectators than colleagues of the 
First ConsuL On this occasion, as onr republicans 
of the consolar times were not altogether Spartans, 
the march to the Tmlenes, the revieir, and the pre- 
sentations, TTCre followed bjr grand dinners The 
First Consul received at liis table the taro other 
consuls, the nunisten, and the presidents of the great 
bodies of the state , Murat entertained the chiefs of 
the army, and the entire conncil of state, getting 
into the conveyances mth eclipsed members, drove 
off to partake of Lucien’s Mod cheer 
Before lostallmg onrswves in the Tmlenes, ne 
had made frequent visits tbithern-ards survonng htnr 
the reparations, or rather cleansxnqs, ordered by 
Bonaparte, advanced At the very commencement, 
seeing the quantity of bonnets rouges (cans of liberty) 
painted upon the walls be desired trie architect, 
J « «n/» 41. * -11 ^ f ’ "f 
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rarely , for, cultivating the simplest tastes internally, 
he loved external splendour only as i studied means 
of imposing upon men To speak in rulgnr fashion, 
both at the Luxembonig and IMalmaison, as abo 
dunng the first period of his residence at the Tuilc- 
nes, Bonaparte slept mth his mfe Every night he 
descended to Josephine’s chamber, h^ a small stair- 
case, opening into a wardrobe adjoining Ins cabinet, 
and u hich had formerly been the oratory of Mary de 
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Medlcis. I noTor entered the Consul’s bedroom except 
hy this passage, "vvliich he used likendsc on ascending 
to our cabinet. 

; As to onr cabinet, study, or ofiice, I have beheld so 
ihanj’’ events prepared therein; .have ■witnessed some- 
times great, sometimes little, things transacted ; atid 
finally, passed there , so many hours of my life, 
that the whole still remains indelibly impressed on 
my memory. A vci'y beautiful table, for the Firat 
Consul, stood nearl)’’ in the centre. When he placed 
himself at work in the splendid fantcnil, so unmerci- 
fully notched -ndth his penknife, his back was to the 
fire-place, and his right to the only windo^v in the 
apartment. Opposite, was a large book-case, filled 
with pape'rs fi*om top to bottom. A little to the 
right, a door led into the bed-chamber of ceremony 
ah’eady mentioned. Beyond, was the grand saloon 
of au^ence, upon the ceiling of which Lebrun had ‘ 
painted Louis XIV. VTicn we took possession, a 
tricolor cockade, daubed upon the forehead of the 
grand monarch, still attested the base imbecility of 
■the Convention. Beyond this, was the hall of the 
guards, which conducted to the great stair-case. 
My uTiting-table,- very plain, was placed near the 
window, whence in summer I enjoyed the perspective 
of the tufted foliage of the chestnut trees ; but to see 
those who walked in the garden, I had to rise ; wliile 
a slight movement of the head enabled me to face the 
Consul, -when we had to address each other. On. the 
right, was a small apartment, or closet, appropriated 
to^ Dm-oc, by which, also, was held communication 
with the attendant in waiting, and udth the state 
apartments. Duroc being rarely present, I used the 
smaU room, to see those persons ■ndth whom it might 
be necessary to converse. Such was the consular, 
afterrvards the imperial, cabinet. , 
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CHAPTER XXIII 

PC^SO^AL 1! \B:TS, CIURICTER, A^D DISPOSITIONS Of 

BOVAPARTE DESCRIPTION OF IIIS PERSON — INEC- 

DOTES or Ills CONVERSATIONS AND OPINIONS, &.t 


do 

to 

th I 

ao oiuiiuiy luAu, Him iii luusuiuus jjii6uua»t!, ivueii 
one foUon s Ijoth into tlic actaih of private life it w 
no less true, that, generally speaking, the n orld likes 
to be acfpnlnted with the most nniraportant habits 
of those, nhora great talents and vast renown ha^e 
elevated above their fellow men Is this an effect of 
cunositf ? or, rather, might it not be resoh ed into 
an involanfary display of self love? And do we not 
thus seek, without latcnding it, to console oursehos 
for their supenonty, in beholding their errors, their 
n eaknesscs, their absurdities even , in short, nil 
tbo-je pointe of contact, which they haie nith the 
herd ot mankind? In order, then, tint those imjm- 
sitivc m such details, may find wbcreivithal to satisfy 
their curiosity in regara to Bornparte, I intend to 
devote the following chapter to a phj sical and inoril 
portraiture of the man, as I haie seen liun in his 
tastes, his habits, hts passions, bis caprices I draw 


fix upon the can> ass, or to call forth from the marble, 
the features of that ettraonhnary man Tlie greater 
number of these skilful artists, w hose talents honour 
France, have happily seized the t^TC of liis counte 
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nance ; j’ct may ■we say, that there is hot in existenci 
a perfect’ resemhlance. ■ It is not granted en t( 
o-enius, to triumph over an inipossibilitjL Tin 
nohle contour of the head, the expanded front, thi 
pale and elongated visage, and the meditative cast o 
the countenance, might he represented;, hut th 
mobility of his glance ■o’as beyond the dominion o 
imitation. — that glance, which obeyed volition wit 
the rapidity of lightning.. . In the same minute, ther 
might be read in his quick and piercing eye, a 
expression, now sweet, now stern, now terrible, an 
anon caressing. It might be said, that every thougl 
Avhich agitated his soul, moulded an approprial 
physiognomy. • 

Bonaparte had finely fomed hands, and highly est 
mated this beauty. He likeudse took particular ca: 
of them;, and often, while conversing, regarded the 
with complacency. He had also pretensions to fii 
teeth ; but these claims appeared to me less just 
founded. Wien he waUved, whether alone or . 
company, in a room or in his gardens, he stoop* 
a little in his gait, with hands crossed behind d 
back. Frequently, he made an involuntary moveme 
of the right shoulder, by slightly elevating it ; at t' 
same time, a motion in the mouth from left to rig] 
was observable. If one had not known that this u 
only a habit, these motions might have been mistak 
for spasmodic affections. They, in reality, indicat 
deep cogitation, — a fort of condensing of the spi: 
while it cherished lofty thoughts. Often, after th( 
walks, he drew up, or dictated to me, the nr 
important papers. It seemed almost impossible 
tire him, not merely on horseback, and with 1 
army, but in his ordinary exercise ; for sometimes 
w-alkcd during five or six liours in succession, u'ith* 
being sensible of the exertion. He had a habit, .t 
in these ivalks, when accompanied bv anj* one wh 
he treated familiarly, of passing his arm throi 
his companion’s, and thus supporting himself. 
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Bonaparte used frequently to say to me, —“You see, 
Bouiricnne, hoTV temperate and spare I am. Well, I 


un^ei^o a chao^; and notwithstanding I take suf- 
ficient exercise. But what would you? It is a 
presentiment, and n'ill certainly he realized.” This 
idea troubled him much. As nothin^ then permitted 
me to participate in them, I never failed to arg^e 
a^iunst these rears as groundless. But he would not 
listen to me; and, daring the whole time of my 
residence in his service, this presentiment haunted 
him continually. It was but too n cU founded. 

For the bath he had an absolute passion, and 
mistook this partiality for a necessity of Lfe. iHe 
remained habitually tuo honrs in the nwler. During 
this time, I read to him extracts from the journals or 
some new pamphlets; for he desired to hear all, know 
nil, and see all for himself. While in the bath, ho kept 
continually turning the warm natcr vahe, raising 
the temperature to such a pitch, that ste found 
ourselves enveloped in an ntmo«phere of vapour so 
dense, os to prevent my seeing sufficiently to read. 
We were then forced to open the door. 

I never knew Bonaparte to be but extremely 
temperate, and an enemy to all excess. He was 
an are of the absurd stories circulated concerning 
him; and they sometimes put him out of humour. 
How often has it been repwted, that he was subject 
to attacks of epilcp<»yl During the space of more 
than eleven years, I never saw any symptom which 
resembled in the very least that malady. He was 
very healthy, and of excellent constitution. But if,- 
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watcliingSt BopuptiTtc mtidc otlicrs 'wulvo, lint lie 
himself slept, and slept sonndl)\ , He desired that I 
should call him every morning at seven. I -vvas, 
therefore, always the lirst who entered his bed-room ; 
but, prettj’^ often, on attempting to rotise him, ho 
would say, his eyes still shut,— “ Do, Bonrrienne, I 
beseech you, let me sleep a moment longer.” When 
there happened to he nothing very pressing, I did not 
return again till eight. In gcneinl, he slept seven 
hours out of the twenty-four, besides dozing a little 
in the afternoon. 

Among the private instructions delivered me in 
writing, there was one very singular on this point : 

“ During, the night,” said the rule, “ you will enter 
my room as seldom as possible. Never awake me 
wdicn yoii have good news to annonricCi With good 
new's nothing presses. . But, if the matter concerns 
bad news, rouse me immediately} for then there is 
not an instant to be lost.” This ivas good calculation j 
and Bonaparte often found his advantage therein. 

As soon as he had risen, his valet do chambre 
shaved him and dressed his hair. Wliile these opera- 
tions were going forw'ard, I read the journals aloud, 
commencing always with the Moniteur. He gave 
no attention, save to the English and German ncivs- 
papers. “ Pass, pass,” he wmuld say to me, on 
reading the French jouraals} “ I know all that is 
there; They say only what I wish.” I have often 
been much astonished that his valet did not cut him 
during these readings; for, on hearing any thing 
remarkable, he turned suddenly towards my side. 
When his toilet wms completed, and that, too, with 
great care, — for he dressed with scrupulous neatness, 
— w-e descended together to the stud}’-. There, he 
signed the answers to important petitions, of which 
the analysis had been made by myself the preceding 
evening. On levees especially, and public days, he 
w^as veiy punctual in these signatures, because I took- 
care to put him in mind, that the greater j)art of the 
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petitioners irouM te in the apartments, or noul 
present theioscUes, on his passing to the parad 
ground In order to spare him this annoyance, 
informed them jn advance, n hat ms the decision o 
* 1 , r w* r ' * ' — ^ ^ 


indeed, though rarely, he OTote answers himsel 
'liius passed the time till ten, when breakfast na 
annonncod by the steward of the household, while a 
the huxemboui^ in these term-s,— " The General 
table IS served’ o--* ir*-, 

are found a rep 

ctery raoming, i 

With oil and onion«, then named, I believe, Povlet 
la Provenfate, but since, perpetuated in the card 
of our restaurateurs, under the more ambitious dcsic 
nation of Poxilet « Marengo He drank very littl 
nine "What he did take, was alnays Bordeaux o 
Burgund j , and the latter in preferem e After brenl 
fist, as after dinner, lie had a cup of strong coffee 
This beverage I never saw him taKe betn een repasts 
and 1 know not to nhat source to attribute th 
report, that Bonaparte had a perfect p^ssIon fortoffei 
This supposition ought to belong to those n ho preten 
that he 

thesis r ' 

he did 

ordered, but chocolate, of winch he made me take 
cup with him, but this happened only when on 
labours n ere prolonged to tn o or three m the momin'' 
Wiat has ocen said respecting Bonaparte’s immo 
derate use of snnff, is not less opposed to trulh, tha 
his liking for coffee Certainly, he had early begii 


• It ha« been cstsf I Beil asagaWronoio c pnne pie, I v a rel 
bfHeii PrnfiiioT, 17 at few /lo (fee* not fafte col!ee alter cjc 
iTeal, a^'urpllj is not a nua of taste ” 

5 
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to slie^v a partiality tliis way. He used, lio-iveTer, 
but a small quantity, ahvays in a box, of u’liicb he 
had a great many; for this was one of his fancies; 
and if he resembled in any thing the gi’eat Frederick, 
it u^as not in converting the pocket of his vest into 
a snuff canister; for I have already paid, he carried 
neatness in dress to a degree of fastidiousness. 

" Bonaparte nourishedtwo real passions,— glory and 
Avar. Never was he more gajf than in the camp ; at 
no time sO morose as Aihen inactive. Building, too, 
gratified his imagination ; plans of gigantic construc- 
tion filled, more than any other thought, the void 
created by repose. He ivas aware that such monu- 
ments constitute a portion of the history of a people ; 
which, by their long duration, bear ndtness to the 
civilization of their age, long after the nation has 
disappeared from the face of the earth ; and that, often 
to the most remote generations, they hand doum as 
true, cohqiiest in rcaUty fabulous. lie deceived him- 
self, hoAvever, in the means by which he hoped to 
attain this end. His inscriptions, his trophies, and, 
later, his eagles, figxwed nobly on the monuments of 
his reign; but why, by false initials, endeavour to 
bring within his OAvn era even the old LouATe ? The 
multitude of N’s engraved every where, could avail 
nothing in opposition to the recitals of liistory; a 
scratch upon a n-all could not alter the order of time.* 
But Avhat imports it? Bonaparte Icnerv that the 
fine arts impart to gi-cat actions a long renoAvn, and 
consecrate the memory of princes who encourage and 
protect them. Yet has Bonaparte affirmed to me, 
more than once,— "A gx-eat reputation is buta great 
■noise ; the more we make of it, the farther it is 


circumstance was pointed out to Louis XVIII. 
no nan found Bonaparte an excellent tenant, tlie monarcli verv'* 
nptly repeated from I’ontame, — 

“ He would linve wotc on his hat,— Tliis is me — 

Sly name is Colin— tliat’s inv flock s-ou seo." 

VOL. I. S 
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)icard. Laws, institutions, laontiments, nations— all 
pcri«b ; but the noise »<» prolonged, and echoes among 
other generations.” JTbisnas a farourite idea. “My 
poner,” he nould say again, “ depends upon my 
clorj', and ray glory npon tlie rictories I hare gained. 
My pou er n ouJd if 1 gave it not a base of more 
glory and of new victories. Conquest has made me 
what I am ; conquest alone can maintain that position.” 
It nas this sentiment, then reigning supreme in his 
mind,aiid probably forming always his nihiig principle, 
’ ■ ' ’ ’ ■ ‘ • ' . t-ars, and 

. Europe. 

! • , : to f^; 

Ii«r.oa tha «,rA- fr - » -* 1 


seeing her great, happy, ponerful, the first among 
the nations of the norld, and dictating Ians to nil 
others. He beheld his D.anic indissolubly united n ith 
that of this beautiful France, and listened to the 
union being repeated in the echoes of most distant 
time. In his eveiy action, the present moment diS' 
appeared before the ages to come ; in every region 
into nhich he s»as led by warlike enterprise, tlie 
opinion of France held empire over lus thought. 
Lihe Alexander at Arhela, who esteemed it less 
glorious to base sanquish^ Darius than to have 
lonqtiercd the siifTragesof the Athenians, Bonaparte 
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ut iMarengo Aviis haunted by the idea, ^^'llat u'ill 
they say in France V” . 

Before engaging in battle, Bonaparte made little 
provision for subsecpicnt events, if successlul; hut 
occupied himself much Avith n hat ought to be done, 
in the case of defeat. 1 here report a fact of Avhieli 
i have often been a Avitness, leaA'ing to his brethren 
in arms the decision on the merits of this conduct. 
He AA’as enabled to. accomplish much, because he 
hazarded all, gr.asped at all, and AA'as cautious in no- 
thing. His excessive ambition urged him on to poAver, 
and poAA'cr obtained only added to hi,s ambition. 
None ever more lirmly held the conviction, that n 
AAothing often decides the greatest events. This sup- 
plies the reason AA'liy he Avas more solicitous in 
Avatching, than in tempting events ; he beheld them 
in their progi'ess of prep,Tratiou and maturity, Avhen, 
suddenly seizing, he directed them at Avill. , , 

Bonaparte Aviis not. by nature inclined to esteem 
mankind, and he despised them more, in jiroportiou 
as he kneAV them hotter.-' This unfaA'onrahlc opinion 
of . the human race, the result of experience, Avas, in 
his case, justilied by many striking examples. His 
seyerity AA'as the fruit of a maxim he freipiently 
repeated,— “ There are tAA'o levers Avhorehy men 
may be.moA'eil, — fear and interest.!’ Wliat esteem, 
for instance, could Bonap.artc have for the pensioner.^ 
on the opera-pursc ?. This Vas a fund dcriA’ing a con- 
siderable rbveiiue from the gaming-houses, one portion 
of AA'hichii sei’ved to coA'cr the sm-plus expenditure of 
that magnificent the.atre, Avhile the. residue had a 
secret appropriation. Thence very tolerable gratuities 
Avpre touched on bonds, signed by Duroc. There 
might .oftcAA be seen’ entering. by the little private 
door, pei'sonages inA'csted AA'ith A'cry. opposite charac- 
ters, Oui' fair Egyptian friend, Avhose captive husband 
Avas so maliciously released by the • English, made 
pretty frequent visits to the fundholder of the opera., 
There, too, might be found, at one and the same 
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time, a savant, an actor, a celebrated orator, and a 
maimed musician. One day the cashier transacted 
business, in the same hour, with a priest, a courtezan, 
and a cardinal, who no lonfrer, as in Corsica, 'dis- 
counted Turhish sequins for French francs. 


exclaimed in my hearing, “ Friendship is but a w’Ord : 
Iloienoonc: I<’oj not even my brothers: Joseph, 
nerhapfl, a little ; still, if I do love him, it is from 
liabit, because he is the eldest of us.— DuroC \ Yes 5 
him 1 certainly love. But why ? His character suits 
me. He is cold, severe, unfeeling j and then, Doroc 
never weeps ! • As tome, it is all one; luellknow 
that I have no true friends. \Vhile 1 remain what I 
am, I can mal^e as many of them as 1 like in appear- 
ance. Look ye, Dournenne; we must leave tender- 
heartedness to the women— that is their affair j but 
no sensibiUty for me I It is necessary to bo firm— to 
haie the heart of adamant; otherwise, let no one 
meddle Wi'ith war or politics 1 ” 

In liis social relations, Bonaparte shew cd himself, 
in echool-bor phrase, a sullen ; but his sulkiness w as 
rarely disobliging. His fils of ill humour passed like 
clouds, and crapotwted in words. His serious bad 
treatment ; liis cutting allusions ; the burst of his 
resentment — all these were calculated and prepared 
beforehand. ^Vhen lie had to express his disappro- 
bation against any one, tlie presence of witnesses 
encouraged the attack; then Lis remarks w ere always 
harsh, cutting, and htnnibahng. Under these strokes 
it was h.urd to bear tip; but he seldom gave way 
to these violent salbes and never except on proofs 

• 1' c Tnu<t not uiilpe of Dnroc tiy this de«cnplion. Hew• ** 

toJl, crrtiinij, ami habuiullj tenous; but few were kimlefj cr 
ii-ore obliging •^Author. 



NAPOLEOK BOKAPAHTE. -77 

received of the culpability of their objects. AVhen he 
designed to take one to basic, he nln'ny.s desired lo 
have a third party as witness. I frerptently observed 
that this inspired him with more hardihood ; in fact, 
when one was alone with him, and ivtdl informed ot 
his character, there was a certainty of gelling the 
better, by being cool, frank, and never .npjiearing to 
wince under the castigation. To his friends at St 
Helena, he is reported to have said, that he admitted 
a third on such occasions, only that the Idow struck 
might sound to a greater distance. Such tvas not his 
true motive ; for then it would have hocn far more 
simple to have made. a public exhibition at once: 
there were other reasons. Dui'ing the whole time I 
remained in his service, I remarked that ho cared not 
about private intervicu'S : ■when ho was expecting any 
one, he would say, — “ Bourrienne, you will remain 
and when a person was announced ■whom he did not 
expect — a miuister, for instance, or general — on my 
rising to retire, he •h’’ould say, in an under tone, 

“ Remain you, now.” I certainly ivas not detained, 
that what might he said should thus he spread abroad ; 
it formed neither a part of my character nor of my 
duty. to carry about lus words ; if, too, I had so desired, 
there wanted time. It may, besides, he presumed, 
that the few persons admitted, as third parties, into 
these confidences, could not be ignorant of the in- 
conveniencies consequent on indiscretions under a 
government that knewldl. In every ■view, Bonaparte 
would have failed of his aim, in reckoning upon the 
revelations of a thirdsman, if, as he has been made to 
say, that had been the only object proposed. • 

For the sangmnary u'ar of the Revolution, and 
especially for the regicides, the Consul entertained 
the profoundest aversion. He endured, as a painful 
burden, the obligation of dissembling his sentiments ; 
but, when he spoke to me of these men of blood, of 
those^whom he himself named “ assassins of Louis 
XVI.” it was with hon’or, lamenting the necessity 
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imder mIiicIi lio hboured of employ in?, ard of 
constnimn? himself so fat* a<? fo «peik them fair 
3Ian3 times did hr t^v\ to Camlnctres, at the 'inie 


return, \ou •unll he hanjed •” A forced lausrh upon 
till-, contracted the upright figure of Camhicerfs, in 
1 manner as difiiculf, ns it would he disagreeable to 
paint This expression w ns nnifomily the Sole reph 
of the Second Consul, who onre, however, in m% 
hearing, made nnsw er,— •“ Come, now , do forbear ^ our 
lU timed jokes ' ” If, to ttso a riilgar plirase, there 
erer was one who latighcd onlj from tho teeth out* 
wards, it was Carabaceres 
Bonaparte exhibited M>mo singular Inhifs and tastes 
\Mienever any thing went wTong, or when some 
disagreeable thonght occupied him, he uttered a 
humming sort of noise, far, indeed, from rosemhling 
pn air, so unmusical was lie, as alread\ mentioned 
III thi- mood, seating himself hj his writing table, he 
poised himself on Ins chair, leaning backwards so 
dangerously, that a hundred times haie I called to 
liim to bow are of falling heels over head In this 
Mtuation he rented his ill humour against the right 
lurm of lus elbow-chair, cutting it with his penknife, 
which, indeed, was of no other use to him I took 
great rare to hare always within his reach the ren 
best pens, for, chaigrcd with dccipheringhis writing, 
I was more interested than anv one else that he 
wrote — not w ell, which iras out of the question, but 
the least badlj possible i 

The sound of bells produced upon Bonaparte n 
singular effect, for which I hare nei*er been able to 


account MTien wc were at Slalmaison, and while 

oil o .1 _ * 1 • a tel, hoir often b-'s 


ken off our most 


le«t the moling 
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of olir fool. Aiiftht. cnnso tho loss of a louo^ 
sounds nducli chuvino.d liim. ITo whs ovon iiuuincd 
(o 1)0 HUj^Tj’ with mo for not foolin'^’ llio snmo iinpros- 
sions ns'^'wovo niado upon hiinsolf; llio inlluonoo, 
indood, was so poworful, flint liis voioo fronihlod U'itli 
emotion ivliilo lio said, — “ That recalls to mo llm livsl 
years I passed at Bvionne. 1 was tlidn happy.” The 
hell ceased to vibrato, — and ho, rosnminp; the enr- 
rent of' i^'if'onfic reverie, n'onld lannch'into j'nturity, 
encircle his head with a diadem, and hurl Icing's I'rom 
their thrones. • 

NoAvhere, unless it ivero on the field of hallle, 
have 1 seen Bonaparte more delighted, than in his 
gardens at Mahiiaison, During, the early period of 
the Gonsnlfite, we retired thither every .Saturday 
ovoning, .staying over. Sunday, and somet inie.s Monday, 
Hero tlio Consul made study give place a little to 
walking, overseeing in person the improvemehts 
M'hieh he had ordered. j\t (ir.st ho sometimes visited 
the environs, , until the rejiort of the jiolice ))oi.sohod 
his native feeling of security, by insinuating fear.s of 
royalist partizahs lying in 'wait to carry him olT'.''^ 
•For the livst four or live days, on get ting possession, 
he amused himself, after breakfast, in calculating the 
income, omitting nothing, not even the earo of the 
park, and the jirice of the vogefahles. lie found the 
wliele amount to lie 8000 franes (.€ 0 . 80 , fis. Bd.) of 
rent, “ That is not so had,” were liis words; “hut, 
to live hero, one would require an income of 30 , 000 ” 
(ii IS-MI.) I fell a-lnugliiiig heartily to see liiiii 
.seriously ap])ly to this .iinjuiiy. Those hiimlile de- 
sires were not of long diiraliou, , . 

In the country, ono of his greatest pleasures was 
to see a lady, ol a fall and sleinlor liguve, di'essVd in 
white, walking in a shady avenue. Tie could not 
endure coloured dresses, e.sjieelally those'of 4i deep 

It nppi'.irs, linwcver, at a later jiorioil, tlmt sacli Bcbomcs 
ivere acltiiilly ai>itntwl. • . 
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shade, and for nomen too ranch embonpoint, he 
had a sovereign di^Uke Ladies m the situation 
wished hy those “ who loie their lords,” inspired 
him with invincible repu^ance, so that very rafely 
were they minted to Ins parties or dinners He 
possessed all the rcqoisite rjiialihcations for being-, 
what IS termed m the world, an agreeable man — 
cveept the will to be so He was too imposing to 
attract , and, unless by those w ho perfectly Imcw him, 
a sentiment of mvohmtaiy fear was experienced m 
his presence In that saloon where the excellent 
Josephine presided w itli so nmch grace and affability, 
all respired freedom and gniety in the absence of her 
lord, on his arrival, all was changed and every eye 
rested on hts countenance, to read therein the dispo- 
sition of his mind whether he wns to be conTersililo 
or silent, wy or gloomy 

Often he talked a groat deal, soraetmies oven a 
little too ranch , but he conversed m a manner than 
which nothin? could be more agreeable, or raoro tnily 
cn^ging His conversation seldom ran upon light 


tunes he amnstd himself, m a little circle, by relating 
anecdotes of presentiments and spirits This ocrurrtd 
always in the evcmi^, when the day was closing 
He prepared his auditors by some solemn observation 
On one occasion, for example, he began by saying, 
m a grave tone, “ '\Vhcn death strikes at a distance 
a person who is dear to iis, a presentiment almost 
always annonnccs the event, and the indiiidiial whom 
death rcmoies, appears to iis at the moment of our 
loss ” After this intro hiction, ho related to ns tho 
followang lastancc — “ A great personage m the 
court of Louis XIV happened to he ono in the 
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veW moment, tlio courtier bclield, nt llic oxtremit}' 
of the apartment, the shade ol his son, B'ho n'lii m 
the army A\ith Villars, and exciaimcd, ‘ My sou is no 
more !’ an instant after, the king named him among 

the slain.” , r • 

All Bonapai'te’s narratives overfloived U’lth fascina- 
tion and originality. He was particularly convci'siblc 
on a journey. In the warmth of discourse, always 
-delightful, alwaj's ahounding in novel 'I'icu'S and 
derated ideas, he sometimes permitted to escape 
involuntary disclosm'es upon his future views, or, ^ at 
least,' I’cvealcd things which might serve to give 
insight into those which he still wished to conceal, 
r took the liberty of remarking this imprudence to 
him, and he received my observations in good part, 
acknowledging his failing, saying, at the same time, 
that he was not aware of going so far. He did not 
pretend to dissemble this .species of hecdlessncss, of 
which he has made frank confession in his notes from 
St Helena. 

• When in good humour, his ordinary cai'essos con- 
sisted in slight fillips nith the first and second fingens, 
or in gently pinching the tip of the car. In his most 
fidenmy conversations, n-ith those admitted to unre- 
strained intimacy, he was in the habit of repeating, 
" You are a simpleton, a ninny, a bloclthcad, an ass, a 
fool, ah imbecile,” These six words served to vary his 
catdogue of compliments ; but he never applied them 
seriously, and the tone with which they were pro- 
nounced, rendered their signification one quite of 
kindness. . . ' 

' Bonaparte put no faith, either in medicine or in the 
prescriptions of physicians. He spoke of physic as of 
an art altogether conjectural, his opinion in this 
respect being fixed and immoveable. He possessed a 
masculine reason, which admitted only of demonstrated 
truths., 

He had little recollection .of . proper words and 
dates, but a. prodigious memory for facts and localities. 
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1 remeraljer that onc^, m going: from P.ins to Toulon, 
lie made me remark six different pIacc-5 adapted foi 
great battles, and he merer forgot them , for, at that 
time, the recollection nas one of the earliest joumej^ 
of his youth, and ho descnhed to me the surface of 
the ground, and ernlained the positions ho ivould 
hare occupied, cren ucforene had reached the places 
themselves r 

Insensible to the charms of poetic harmony, Bona- 


thonghts of poetry charmed him He m as an idolater 
of Corneille, and to such a dt^roo, that he said to me 
one daj , after the representation of Cinna,— - “ If a man 
like Corneille Iireu in my tunc, I nould moke hnn 
mj prime ramisterj it is not hi* poetry that I odimre, 
it IS hts good sense, his great Knoii ledge of the human 
heart, the profundity of his politics ” 

Pohteness iti his intercourse s\ath uoruen did not 
form an habitual trait in the character of Bonaparte 
Barclr had he any thing agreeable to say, often, 
indeed, he addressed unlucky compliments, or said 
the strangest tbiugs to them Sometimes it ims, 
“Aht good God' what red arms rou hare got I" 
at others, “ Obi what a silhiioiis head-dress,” or, 
“ M ho has bundled vour hair up in that fashion 
Sometimes, again, “ You Iiaic got a rerj dirh robe ' 
JDo Tou iierer change >ourgon'n Ihaie seen loti 
HI tliat dress twentr times bofori ” In this hekad 
uo merej , and generally liked to see money disbursed * 
Often present at the tOilet of his wife, who had 
a most cs<][uisitc taste, he liad become not cisdi 

• OMien Emperor, he wie d»jr uid to the beautiful Duclie«« dt 
Chciereu«e, in prr'eoee of the whole circle at the Tiiilene*,— 
“ ah, how droll ' I dec'are, jour ha r » red ' — “ Perl af* it 
n aire, but jou are the first inan who eier toll me s ” T1 
spinicl ladv was toon after exiled <0 Tours, for liann^ dcflircd 
the oFicc of maid of honour to the Queen of Spain 
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satisfied as respected the costume of other ladies. 
rAt first, elegance ws ndiat he chiefly required; a 
little later, expense and magnificence; Init- always 
proprietj'. At the connnencement of the Consulate, 
he complained more than once of the fashion which 
left the neck exposed. ■ ■ 

. Bonaparte did not love ])lay ; and it A\-as so far vei-y 
fortunate for those invited to his circles ; lor ■when 
he sat down to a card table, as he somctimc.s con- 
sidered himself obliged to do, nothing could he more 
tiresome than the party, whether at the Lnxemho\irg 
or the Tuileries. On the contrary, A^'hcn he ■walked 
about through the numerous assembly, every oin? 
felt at ease, for he addressed a great many people. 
It was,' however, alnnys with. the learned men ])resont 
that he held conversation, c.specially with those who 
bad accompanied the Egjqitian expedition, or some 
popular, author. But on .the whole, it ■n-as not so 
much in a dranfing-room, as at the head of his troops, 
that one'must have seen,, to have foiTncd a high idea 
of Bonaparte, and appreciated his powers. Unifom 
became him much better than the most splendid civil 
costumes; and, in these latter, his first essays were 
not by any .means happy. I have been told, that. the 
first time he appeared in official robes, .he wore with 
them a black stock, a -singular contrast, ,as was 
remarked to him. ‘f So much the hotter,’’ replied he, 
“ that leaves something atrlcast of the soldier, -.and 
there’s no hann done.” . 

• The First: Consul ■was. sufficiently ipunctual in ]my- 
ing his personal expenses ; hut he disliked discharging 
public accotiuts, arising from bygone transactions ■u'itli 
ministers, for the various services of the state. .These 
pajmients he put off as long as possible, by every sort 
of chicanery and difficult, having recounsp to the verj' 
worst reasons. Hence,’ had accumulated so immense 
an an-ear of exiiehses as occasioned the necessity of 
a committee of liquidation!^: .It.w'asAvithliim a fixed 
opinion, a settled, coimctionj-. that." whoever writes 
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himself contractor, writes himself knave." • ^Vhatever 
nas not paid to this dass of functionaries, he con- 
sidered as a just restitntioD ; and the sums deducted 
from their accounts seemed to him ns recovered from 
a robbery. The less a minister paid upon his 
budget the more favourably m as he regarded ; and 
this ruinoas economy can alone explain the protracted 

( ■ ■ ■ • ■ ideas. 

“ , ‘ . nbelief 

respecting many thinjts ; but the impressions of my 
childhood, and the feelings of my early youth, throiv 
me hack into uncertainty.** I have already men- 
tioned the effect produced upon his mind by the 
sound of bells, and it is a fact which I have twenty 
times u-itnessed. He liked very much to converse 
about religion, I have very frequently, at Passeriano, 
in Sg^t, on board the i/ Orient and the Jffutron, 
heard nun take a most active share in animated con* 
Tersatioos on this subject. He readily conceded 
whatever was proved, and cveiy thing that appeared 
to him to come of men and oi time ; but he would 
never hear of materialism. 1 remember, that, being 
on deck one beautiful night, surrounded by several 


• : . - • _ .11 

your arguments are vain ; w ho made all that f" The 
perpetuity of a name in the memory of men Avas to 
him the soul’s immortality. To all religions ho 
extended entire toleration, and could not conceive 
how men should be persecuted on account of religious 
creed «. 

Among Bonaparte’s singular habits, I may cite that 
of sitting side-ways upon every table w ithin reach. 
He used to seat himself in this manner upon mine, 
resting the left arm upon my right shoulder, and 
balancing his left leg, which did not touch the floor, 
thus continuing to dictate, shaking the table all tho 
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while, verj'^ much, of course, to the improvement of 
my penmanship. 

Bonaparte felt- great repugnance to reverse ti 
decision, even when aware of its injustice. In little 
as in gi'cat things, nothing could induce him to 
draw a step ; to recede was, with him, to lose, llerc 
his heart was at vaiiance with his conduct; he felt 
this, too ; hut his good dispositions were silenced by 
what he regarded as a political exigency. Kever, 
perhaps, did Bonaparte say, “ I have done UTong;” 
his favourite expression was, “ I begin to .suspect all 
is not right.” Nevertheless, and in opposition to this 
maxim, more becoming a disappointed theorist than 
the head of a govei-nment, Bonaparte was neither 
rancorous nor vindictive. His character was not 
sanguinary. I cannot, of course, justify all those 
sentences drami from him by the imperious laiv of 
war, and the cruel necessity of circumstances ; but I 
am able to say, that, in this respect, mankind have 
often been most unjust towards him. Outrageous fools 
only could have given him the appellations of Nero 
and Caligula. There existed notlnng in his actions or 
character which ought to have exposed him to such 
insult. I believe I have remarked with sufficient 
sincerity on his real faults, to be taken on my ivord ; 
well, then, I can assure the reader, that, setting aside 
political considerations, Bonaparte was feeling, kind, 
accessible to pity : he was very fond of children ; and 
rarely does, a wicked man. shew such an attachment. 
In the habits of, private life,, he had — yes, the w'ord is 
not too sti'ong— rhe had much benevolence, and great 
■indulgence for human weakness. A conti*ary opinion 
is too deeply rooted in some - minds, that I should 
flatter myself with, being, able entii’ely to remove 
, the impression.' ■ I shall have, it is to be feared, some 
, opposers ; ,but I address myself to those who seek for 
•feuth. I li-ved in the most unreserved confidence with 
Bonaparte for six-and-twenty years, and I . advance 
nothing lightly. At all events, allou’ance must be 
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made for difference of circumstances md 

charicters The collegiin must be distnipfui>lieJ from 
the General, the Consul from the Emperor, if ne 
would pronounce im impartial jndp^meiit 


CHAPTER XXIV 

TJ^C^SACTIO^S or TltE COSULITC TIIC TLIL 
tRIES — CLEJIENCV AND OENEBOSITt OP J50\\- 
1’ IRTC — JOSEI IIINE — HEBlUBITS—EVTrAV VG VN V 
CIUnGES— ANECDOTES — I UBLIC BCILDINOS — BO- 
NAPARTE’S TCSTB IV ABCinrrCTURE— VNECDOTBS 

"We wore then at the Tuileries ’ On the morroiv 
of the so much Mishcd'for day, on w Inch n c slept in 
the palace of our hiojrv, I oddressed Bonaparto on 
neral behold) on at 
Mith the ncchma- 
^ , embt r j our remark 

ifi the Rue & Anne — ■* 1 ought to mil e m)self king, 
but it H not) et time '* ” — Yts,i cry toic, I remember 
ftpo wbat it 18 to mil It nis only tno )ein> ago ' 
Don’t you tbmk ne hare roiniged imtters not so 
bidly in tint time? On the whole, I am much sitis 
heel The iffjir of jcstmUy passed oft ucU Dojou 
‘ ’ tlies)Cophant 

^ loubtodly, but 

. . , the people are 

right Besides, consult the pind thennoractor of 
opinion Look at the state of the money market 
The course of evcinogc, nt eleien on the 17th 
Bnimaire, had risen to sixteen on the 20Ui> and, to- 
day, IS at tuenty-one \Vitb that I cm nflord to 
illon the cluttering of the Jacobins but let them 
not sppik too loiidl” Having dressed, he ueiit 
to nail m the gnllerj of Diana, examined fh> 
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statues placed there by bis order ; and in' tlie course 
of tbc morning', felt in full possession of Ins neiv 
abode. Among otbcr things, I recollect he said, — 

“ Bourrienne, it is not all to-be at the Tuileries : are 
must remain there. Wlio have inhabited this palace ?• 
Robbers — the Convention. Hold; look, there’s your 
brother’s house. Did I not thence behold the Tuil- 
eries besieged, and the good Louis XVI. earned away 
prisoner ? But you may r*est in security. Let them 
tryLhat again 1” ' . _ 

Ah'cady ivas the ancient ceremonial of the court 
of France in recpiest ; and till the chamberlains and 
grand-master of the cei'emonies should be forth- 
coming, a counsellor of state presented to the Consul, 
in public audience, the members of foreign diplomacy 
then in Paris. A hall in the palace -was expressly 
Httcd up for this ceremonial, hke many others, un- 
hnoivn for long. At tliis 'and other presentations that 
follmvcd, throe consuls were, indeed, present; hut 
what chiefly distinguished tho flrst from his colleagues,, 
besides receiving all credentials, u’as, that on leaving 
these oflici.al audiences ;the presented paid their 
respects to hladarac Bonaparte, as formei’ly to the 
(pieen. ■ . , . . . , 

- Thus the ancient usages of royaltj^ insinuated 
themselves, by little and, little, into the royal abode. 
Among the rights of the crown, and u’hich the con- 
stitution of year VIII. did not grant, to the First 
(.'■ousul, was one he greatly desired, and which he 
arrogated hy tlie.most cxcusahlo- of all usurpations, 
iiaiiicly, (ho right of pardoning.' -To save men sen- 
tenced hy the laws, wliore the imperious demands of 
bis policy, to lyhich, in trutli, .:he sacrificed every 
thing, did not interfere, .tvas to him a sotirce of the 
greatest pleasure. He even seemed grateful to those' 
^vilo afiorded him an opportunity of being merciful, 
t^nch was the Consjil : 1 speak not of the Emperor. 
C){ tins the loHowuig fact, *\vlncli toitclicd me 
nearly, ofloi-s an inconrestable proof:— 
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M Defeu, i French emigrant, n'as taken m the 
Tyrol, TTith anus m his hands In January, svliile u e 
u ere j et at the Luxembour", the unfortunate } outli 
■nas ordered to be put on tnal at Grenoble The 
Ians against emi^nts in kis situation nere terrible, 
and the judges dared not mitigate Tned in the 
nioniing, condemned m the course of the daj, and 
shot ui the cvemng, such nas their asual fate 
Informed by mj cousin, JLademoisclIe Pointnn- 
court, of the situation of Defeu, I had left the cabinet 
for a moment to meet her, she Inring posted from 
Sens on purpose On retunung, I found the Consul 
surprised at being left alone, so contrary to ni% usual 
habits " Wicrc come sou from f ’ asl cd he ■ — “ I 
haic just been n itha rchtironho entreats i fas our of 
} ou’ — “ "Mliat IS it f I then related the sid condition 
of Defeu Ills first reply uas Icmble ‘ ^oraerct’’ 
esclaiiaed he, “ ^o pity for cmi^nnfs ! lie that 
fights against his country, isa child ho u ouJd murder 
his mother ' ’ This hurst of resentment passed, I 
pleaded the routh of the cuipnt, and the good eficct 
M Inch clemency \roiiId here produce •* ^V ell,’ 
said he, “•nrito, — * Tlic First Consul mils that 
judgment he suspended in the case of M Defeu’” 
lie signed, and I di«patehed by' nn cxtnordinan 
courier, tins laconic order >e\t monung I had 
hardly entered the Consul s bod-cl amber, u lien he 
said,— Bournenne, jou say nothing of jour 
fnend Defeu, arc you satisfied'' — "General, I 
cannot 1 nd terms to ctj»rc«s mj gratitude ’ — “ OJi, 
ns to that, nonsense^ but I hi e not to do things J j 
Inhcs Sprite that I desire AI Dcfiu he instantly 
liberated I make perhaps one more ungrateful — no 
matter ' so much the nurse for liim, and, Boumcjine, 
in similar cases, alwaysapplj tome, ubcnlrcfusc, 
It IS because it is imj ossibic to comply ” Sly first note 
nmieil just n time to sate Defeu, n bo non hies, 
the fitlicr of three chtl^n, inhappine«s and tnn* 
at fcfa 
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inOioldeBed ty tliis success, and by tbe Wnd 
expressions of the Consul, I ventured to request the 
pardon of Count de Putte, a chief of the Vcndcau 
lea^me. He had at fii-st refused all offers of pacification ; 
sulTsequent reverses, hon’cvcr, of the royalist forces, 
necessitated him to propose advances, vrhich he had 
forinerlyrejected. But, n'Mlchc nvis actually treating 
with the repuhliran general, circumstances occiurcd, 
and letters '^ere intercepted, giving grounds to believe 
that liis intentions were not sincere. ^ He had even 
designated the Consulate as ■“ the criminal enterprise 
of Bonaparte, which must soon terminate.” 1 had 
here much more diffilciilty; hut at length prevailed 
so far as to ohtmn an order for, suspending indgment 
on the Count. What a lesson I then received on the 
misfortunes Tvhich may arise from the loss of time. 
Hot supposing things so far advanced as they actonlly 
were, I delayed to dispatch immediately the order of 
suspension. The minister of police had raarhed his 
victim,, and bis agents never tarried on their errands 
of destruction. He sent an order to hasten judgment, 
and my reprieve arrived too late ! The Count was 
tried, .condemned the same day, and executed- on the 
following, being that hefore we removed to the 
Tuileries. 1 have reason to helieve that some secret 
accusation had, in the interval, reached the Consul; 
for, on learning what had happened, he appeared 
quite indifferent, and merely said to me , with unusual 
bitterness, “You must take your measures more 
surelyi— Say, is ifmy fault?” 

This generous conduct of tlie First Consul towards 
a Vendean chief, leads me to speak of the efforts he 
made during ■ the first period of our abode in the 
^lileries, for tranmiilfiOTug that unhappy country^ 
He collected from all quarters information respecting 
the true state of things, and these documents we 
studied carefully. Among others was a long and 
singular letter on the chai-acter and examination 
of the Marquis Charante, who was executed 29th 

VOL. I. i T 
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Mai'cli, 179G Tbi<« letter I read tuice to Booaparte, 
Mbo considered tbe Slarqms to hare been a most 
determined enemy of the republic, and one of the 
firmest supporters of monarchy The principal leaders 
in La Vendee also m ere invited to Pans, in order to 
confer mth the First Consul To him a civil nar 
appeared a fearful tiling The celebrated Geor"C6 
Cadoudal nas admitted to a pmate conference this 
VI a-s attended with circumstances w hich proi ed, that, 
if Bonaparte did not believe in men » ^ irttic, he 
believed in their honour General Rapp introduced 
Geoi^ca, leaving him alone nith the First Consul in 


rated the salon from the cabinet V>o could thus 
observe the tno nallcing bach wards and fomards the 
whole length of the hall This continued a long tunc 
Their fonvcrsation seemed aery animated, and aic 
could even hear manv things, but uatliout connexion 
Sometimes there was a good deal of anger in the 


unfortunate light,’ was the remarl, "andvoii do 
wrong in refusing to listen to some acconimodation , 
but, it you persist in desiring to return to \ oiir own 
country , you shall retire as freely ns ^ ou have come 
to Pans’ Upon re-entenng the cabinet, Bonaparte 
addrcv ed the general in thcscwonls, •* J»on, tell mo, 
Rapp, why did you leave the doors open, and remain 
witli Boumenne "Ifyou had smit the door, I 

I n *1 


w t w ere left alone, how ever, the Consul npi eared to 
me pleased with this mark of attachment, liitvt-as 
much gneved at the refusal of Gooi^ch “ He docs 
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not estimate properly the state of things,” observed 
he-; “hut the exaggeration of his sentiments has its 
origin in noble ideas, which must give him great 
influence among his couutrymen. But we must, 
nevertheless, bring the affair to a right conclusion. 

The least slight offered by a foreign power to the 
rights: or dignities of France, gut the Fii’st Consul 
beside himself. ' Of all the actions of Louis XIV that 

Avhich he, consequently, admired most, was obliging 
the Genoese deputies to come to Pai’is, in oi’der 
to apologize for the act of the Doge, their master. 
Bonaparte shewed this ardent- desire of; causing the 
French government be respected, in an affaiivwhich, 
about this time, made great noise, but terminated 
amicably, through the most powerful of all pacificators 
— gold. Two Irishmen, Napper-Tandy and Blackwell, 
brought up in France, and rauldng as officers upon 
the lists of the French army, had retired to Hamhmg.' 
The British government having claimed . them as 
traitors, they ivere delivered up; and, as France, also 
considered them her subjects, this their arrest caused 
violent complaints .against the senate of Hamburg. 
Blackwell had been a leader of the United L’ishmen, 
but natui%alizcd in France, and bore the rank of adju-' 
t.ant. Xapper-Tandy had also been , an agitator, in 
Ireland. The former had been shipuTecked wliile 
on a secret . mission to Norway, before reaching 
Hamburg ; the latter, escaping in a French brigv was 
passing throi^h that city, on his u'ay. to Sweden. 
The interposition of the French government saved- 
their lives : Blackwell was imprisoned for life, and 
Napper-Tandy, after two years’ confineihent, sent back 
to Fninco. , 

At first, the Consid vowed the severest vengeance 
against Hamburg; but the senate addressed to him a 
letter, .lustifying their conduct, and supported this 
.|nst\ficaUon by an enclosure for four nuTlions and a 
half fiuncs (.£187,500.) The money softened him 
grcatlj. It was, in some sort, a I'ememhrance of 
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Egypt ; one of tho«e small itays and means to n’hich 
the General tad farailiarized the pachas ; except that. 


1.UI. 

For the space of eight days, I had kept the four 
millions and a half of the Hamhnrgers in a desk, 
mhen Bonaparte decided on their application. After 
paying Josephine’s debts, as n e shall sec immediately, 
and the great expenses iDcurred at hlalmaison, he 


the most affable kindness, “ Bourrienne, I gate you 
none of that Hamhuig money, hut shall no^v make 
you (juits." Then, taking from a drairer a large and 


1 • ■ • . • I • , * ■ . • . . . • . • mgo 

. ... I , 'the 

Cts.tlpiuu lepuDuc, lor <uuuous sold; ii is muorsed 
Haller and CoUot: I make you a present of it.”-— 
” Bat, General,” >«‘as ray reply, after haring examined 
the said present, “ this nas been due long since ; rnhy 
did you not caa«o it be pwd ? the indorsers are no 
longer bound to any thing,”—" France,” replied he, 
« is chaigcd nTth p.rying that sort of debts; send 
the paper' ' * • • . ' » 

at three p« 
but 0000 
is somenl 

my acknowledgments *ud sent the letter as directed. 
Answer was returned, that the claim had fallen into 
arrear, and could not be dischaigod, not being included 
under any of the categories specified by the laws of 
dtVe, oise, al, and or,* I laid this reply before the 


• Tmninstler* of the irpnlilifaa mootht, coowqrenllr srhfn 
the Uwi nere passed.— TriMsfctfor. 
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senate Tins concern of the intcnor appcnrs to merit 
some ohservations The estate of Snlmaison had 
cost one hundred nnd sixty fhous'ind fnncs (j£G6G6, 
13^ 4d) Joseplmie hiTin" concluded the purchase 
while n e n ere in Egypt Many improTcments had 
been made, and the heantiful grounds subsequently 
added All this ms not done for nothing, 'ind, 
besides, a considerable sum of the purclnse rennmed 
unpaid But this aras not the onlf debt of Josephine 
Creditors began to grumble, this nas producing i 
bad effect m Paris, and, I confess though an arc of 
the fact, I so much dreaded the Consul s bad temper, 
which I aixs certain Mould hmst forth on the«e 
tsxjilanations that I deferred Ihoin indefinitely It 
Mas, then, Math much satisfaction I learned, that 
M TallcyMnd, than nbom no one could better gild a 
bitter pill for Bonaparte, had anticipated me One 
night, at half past eleven, the wnusler brol e this 
delicate matter on his taking leave, I entered the 
cabinet, Mliorc Bonaparte had remained alone “ Tal- 
leyrand has just been talking to me of my aiifes 
debts, I have that Ilainburc: monej , ask her tho 
exact amount Let nothing be concealed , Inishto 
make an end, and m ill has c no rccommencemeut but 
don’t paj M itliout slicning me the accounts of these 
rascals , they arc a pack of robbers ” 

On the morroM, I saw Josephine Sho aias de- 
lighted Mitli the dispositions of her goodinan, for 
the verj idea of the scene she liad expected made 
her tremble but tbis did not last long Mlien I 
requested nn exact account of nil cngap,cmpnts, she 
conjured me not to insist, hut to rest satisfied Mith 
' '*1 list not dissemble, 

I ’» e believes vou one 

to paj \ouMill 
have to support bitter rcproacbcs, I Iiavc no doubt , 
but these m ill be the same for the sum j ou acl non - 
ledge, as for tlic whole Complaints, too, anil soon 
break out aneu , tliet auU reach the cars of the Pirst 
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Consul, and lie n-ill be still move exasperated. Be- 
lieve me — avow all— the results will be tlie same ; 
and you will be afflicted but once by bearing -the 
■disagreeable things he may say to yoii: .concealment 
will constantly reneh' y'oiir jp’ievances.’!— “ I cannot 
tell him all; it is impossible for me ! Do me the 
favour to conceal what I now confess to you. .1 
ou’e, I believe, about twelve hundred thousand francs 
(£50,000); but I can acknowledge only six : I will 
contract no more debts, and pay the rest by little and 
little, through economy.” — “ Here, madam, I can 
only repeat my former observations ;' si.t wih. cause 
yo\i as painful a scene as twelve hundred thousand; 
und, bj’’ going to the full extent, you wiU be quit of 
the affixir for ever.” — I will never do it, Bourrienne ; 

I' know him; I can never support Iris violence.” 
After a quarter of an hoim’s' discussion to the .same 
effect, I was obliged to jdeld to her pressing entreaties, 
j)romising to report only six hundred -thousand francs 
to the Consul. . ' ■ i * . . 

His displeasure and bad humour may be conceived; 
Hcstrongly suspected, too, thathis wife concealed some- 
thing ; but at last said, " Well ! talve tlie six hundred 
thousand fnaucs; but — discharge all debts with that 
stim ; and let me hear no more of them. ; I authorize 
you to threaten the people .unth receiving nothing, 
unless they give up their enormous profits ; we must 
teach them not- to-be so -ready inigiving credit.” 
hladamc Bonaparte remitted aU the accounts to me. 
The exaggerated charges, arising from the fear of not 
being paid till after long credit, and then of reduc-: 
tion, is not .to be conceived. There appeared also 
(o be overcharges in the munber of the. articles fiu-- 
nished. In a millinci’’s account, for instance; were 
sot donm ihirty-cVght new hats, and all of high price, 
for one month : there were for the feathers alone 
1800 francs (£75), artd for perfumeiy 800 (£33) 
more. l a.skcd Josephine, if she was in the habit of 
tvearing two hats a-day. This shameful imposition she 
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merely termed a mistake. It -n-as the same knarery 
throughout. I profited laigfely by the authority given 
me by the JFirst Coosul, and spared neither reproaches 
nor threats. I am ashamed to say, that the greater 
part accepted the half of their demands : one person 
took 35jQOO, for an account delivered of 60,000 francs, 
and had the impudence to tell me, he had a comfort- 
able profit after all. I had finally ^e satisfaction, after 
the most complete squabbling, to settle the •jvhole with 
€00,000 francs. But hladamc Bonaparte soon fell 
into similar excesses. Happily, roon^ was becoming 
more abundant. This incomprehensible rage for ex- 
pense proved almost the exclusive source of all her 
uneasiness j her heedless profusion rendered disorder 
pennanent in her establisnment. > 

^ The good Josephine I she had not less ambition in 
little, than her husband in great, matters: to aegture, 
not to possess, fanned her pleasure. ^Vho would 
believe itl she become tired of the beauty of the 
grounds of JHahaaison, and constantly besought mo 
to take her to w^dk on the public roaS, in the midst 
of the dust, raised by vehicles of all descriptions: tho 
bustle and noise of the highway appeared to her prew 
ferable to the silent repose of tlie beautiful avenues 
of the park ; and Hortense, in this respect, had tho 
same taste as her mother. This strange predilection 
astonished Bonaparte, and sometimes put him out 
of humour. My iotercourse with Josephine wms 
charming, for never hare I seen any woman carry 
into erwy-daysocietyso groat equability of disposition, 
80 much of that gentle spirit of kindliness, which is 
the first requisite to perfect nmlableness. > 

Madame Bonaparte was so good as fit up a very 
pretty apartment for me and ray wife at Malmaisoir, 
earnestly entreating me, with nil tho mco for which 
she was so remarkable, to accept. But, almost as 
much a captive at Paris as a state prisoner, I srisbed 
in ^0 country to preserve the onlV intervals of Uberty 
which were ^rmitted mo to enjoy. And yet, what 
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was this liberty ? I bad purcbased a small bouse at 
RueV^uid bere, wbeu I met my friends, it was at 
midnigbt, or at five in tbe morning; and often diU’ing 
tbe nigbt, tbe First Consul sent to caU me up on tlie 
arriyal of couriers. Here, too, I was rarely left alone, 
not even wbUe dressing ; and on leaving my bouse 
at six in tbe morning for Malmaison, I passed through 
a double file of suitors, who bad to solicit something 
of tbe First Consul, Alas ! aU is not pleasi^e in tbe 
fi'iendsbip of a great man ! Such was tbe liberty for 
whose sake I refused tbe offer of the amiable Jose- 
phine. Bonaparte came only once to see me in my 
reti’eat, but tbe ladies were frequent visitors. 

At Paris, I quitted Bonaparte even more rarely 
than at Malmaison. Sometimes we went to walk 
together of an evening in the gardens of the Tuileries. 
On these occasions, be always waited till tbe gates 
were shut; and constantly, in aU evening rambles, 
wore a grey suftout and roimd bat. It was my duty 
to answer, “ The First Consul,” to tbe challenge of 
tlie sentinels. '• These walks were much tbe same as 
in' tbe country, but our stroUs in tbe toivn were 
often very piquant. This was only during onr early ' 
residence in the Tuileries, and then, on seeing Bona- 
parte enter tbe cabinet about eight, dressed in bis 
grey coat, I was certain it would be, " Come, Bour- 
rienue, let us take a turn.” Sometimes, instead of 
the arcade, opening into the gardens, we went out 
by a postern, leading into the - court. He would then 
talcb' my arm, and we strobed along the Rue St 
Honore, making small purchases in' tbe shops, While 
I affected to be looking at the articles we wanted to 
purchase, be played the questioner. Nothing could 
be more laughable than to see him striving to assume 
the , light and bantering tone of the yoimg men of 
fashion; or bis awkward attempts to catch the graces 
of a genuine exquisite : adjusting his cravat, he would 
say something such as follows, — " Well; madam; what 
new's? Citizen, what is said of Bonaparte:?- Yours 
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IS a capit^il affiir here, you must sco a great many 
people \VT\at Biy tliej of tins farcical Bonaparte 
How liappv he was one day * It hajipened that ii e 
11 ere obliged to mohe a rather precipitate retreat, in 
order to aioid the consequences dnnn upon us by 
the irrei crent manner lu « Inch 2?0Hqpor/c had spoken 
of the First Consul * 

I have already mentioned Bonaparte’s taste for 
building In the comrncnccnicnt ot the Consulate, 
during the period of iihich I nou speak, little had yet 
been done , but already improvements had begun in 
the Tuileries, by sweeping away the mean sheds 
which cnnirabered the court of the palace Designs 
for the ombcllishment of Piris, not jet called tny 
capital, succeeded But n hile he gave much employ- 
luent to his architects, the First Consul also kept the 
survejors of roads and bridges stirring, for Ins mcre- 
diblo nctinty had something infections, w hieli seemed 
to electrify all in the service of government 

The destruction of men, and (he construction of 
edifice^, u ero perfectly allied in the mind of Bonaparte 
It might be asserted, indeed, that his passion for 
building equalled his passion for war, but, as in all 
tilings he held iii horror whatever was sordid or little, 
he preferred vast erections a-s he loied great battles 


fions of history which lliej perpctiuate, the great 
names thej consecrate, the mightj eicuts thev re- 
cord But it is equally to be observed, tint, not- 
w itlistanding this species of neeessitj he felt of doing 
great things, ho attendeil with no less care to the 
minutest proposals for improvement IIis genius 
desired grand erectionsas memorials of Ins glorv, but, 
at the same time, in the prudence of his ndminisfra- 
lion, he knew how to appreciate the least contribution 
to utvlvtv Basoly , va tvos wsp? nt, tovAd b« accused 
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of erring' from neglecting to examine a proposal ; nor 
was tlie examination, long : witli liis liabitnal tact, lie 
at once saw tilings in tlieir time ■ liglit.' These dispo- 
sitions occupied a conspicuous place in the series of 
his , thoughts, and in his schemes of greatness; hut 
here I give only , a few details, without , confining 
myself to anj’’ precise epoch. 

If the greater part of the monuments and emhellish- 
ments of Paris ivere the result of taste and talent, 
some have arisen from a happy chance. I remember 
one instance : One day Bonaparte had just left tlie 
cabinet, and I was taking the advantage of his absence 
to stand up for a moment before the nuridow n'hicli 
looked into the gardens. Having forgotten it, ho 
returned almost immediately to ask me about a paper. 
" What are you at there, Boun-ienne ? For a bet, look- 
ing' at the pretty girls as they pass on the teivace.” — 
“ Sometimes I happen to he so engaged, I must confess, 
General, but at this moment no. I was looking at 
that villanous left bank of the Seine, vrith its filth, in- 
undations, and unfinished quay, and vowing in my own 
mind to speak to you about it.” He then approached 
the nindou', and looked out, " Truly you had reason ; 
how very ugly; it is quite disgusting to see them 
M'ash’ their dirty linen before our windows. Come, 
write : ‘Tlie quay, fi-om the School of Natation, shall 
be. completed in the ensuing season.’ Dispatch that 
to. the minister of the interior.” He Mmnt out, and 
the order was obeyed ; biit he was ufiable to overcome 
the habit of a name ; the qiiay was inscribed at each 
exti’emit}', “ Quay Bonaparte” still the old appella- 
tion, “ Quay Orsay ” prevailed. — Upon another 
occasion, while on a jornmey to Belgium, he found 
the_ feny boat across, the Meuse at Gevet .broken; 
This occasioned a delay of some minutes — a decree 
was dictated oh the spot: *' A bridge' shall be esta- 
Idished on the Meuse, joining Little Gevet u'ith Great 
Govet. It shall be completed in the ensuing season.” 
The , bridge was constructed within the appointed 
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tune, and France this da^ possesses one of the finest 
bridges I hare erer seen because Napoleon iras de- 
‘ » -. ' t}ie Meuse 

I - « the palace 

1 I n'him of 

his omi, in opposition to his architects, hut no 
sooner was it finished than he was dissatisfied. “ It 
has no appearance of sobditp,*' was his remarh aAer> 
Mards, “and no effect of grandeur, I can conceive 
that m England, where stone is scarce, they may 
properly employ mm for arches of large dimensions, 
but in France, where all abounds I ~ 


that the eittmate amoonted to surtcen milhoos, coO" 
seauently in pracitee to tnentyfour millions (one 
roillioa sterling) at least. He consoled himself uutli 
the reflection, “ that, every thing considered, no 
buildmg, hon ever noble, could equal the cflect of a 
vast open area between two pahees " On this sub- 
ject, we may add the following, to many examples, 
of the enormous difference generally found hct« eon 
the architect s estimate, and the snms to bo paid by 
the unhappy proprietor Tho pabco of St Cloud 
was to be repaired for the Consul , hut tho rcTolutiou 


millious, (X 123,000} iiiis iras a large sum, but 
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Bonapfirte had resolved to sleep at St Cloud j and to 
work he went The whole expense, exclusive of 
fiu-nishing, finally amounted to six millions, (^250,000.) 
Such were the tlmce millions of an architect, and the 
twenty-five thousand of a flatterer ! 

In i^ai’is, all the new streets were forty feet nude, 
and one, the projected Imperial^ was to he one hundred 
feet broad, with arcades, and planted; in a word, 
Bonaparte esteemed nothingtoo beautiful, too majestic, 
for the embellishment of the capital of a country,’ 
■jvliich he desired to r(^der the mistress of the world. 
This, next to war, was the first wish of his ambition. ' 
After returning' Irom conq^ucst, and enriching France 
by a new peace, with what pleasure did he • examine 
the labours executed during his absence ! A conquest, 
a peace, a triumph, was to him a work not completed; 
wliilc it wanted , a fitting monument to transmit its 
remembrance to postcritj^ Thus arose the column 
of the Place Vendonie, covered nith the bronze of 
Austrian cannon, captured in a campaign of three 
months. Such were the bridges of Austerlitz and of 
.Icna. The quays on both banks of the Seine, confined 
its captive waters, giving health and beauty to the 
metropolis ; and, like the bridges of St Cloud, of the 
Art.s, of Severcs, belonged to peace. The Dome of 
the Invalids, again hung in air, brilliant with gold, as 
in the reign of the m-cat king, and the Temple of Glorj^ 
were tributes paid to tbehnnju The Corn Market 
bunit down, was ro-constructed of iron, as if bidding 
defiance to conil.ngration. The Exchange, worthy ^ 
the commerce of a capital, was destined to recall, in 
its fonus and greatness, the Parthenon of Athens. 
Til e range of p.’ilace.s begun even hovond Paris, were 
destined for the proud abodes of tlic ambassadors of 
kings; at lea>;t, while there were vet in Europe other 
-sovereigns than >'a])oleon. Even the dead were to 
Imve Citu's; and be bad de.signcd to cst.nblisb on the 
cardinal points, four vast cemeteries, such ns he had 
adimred, and contributed to people at Cairo. 
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Glory, nlniys "lorrl Such \rxs Ins ni^h for 
France, and for mmself Hoir many times Ins he 
caid to me, when speakin^ of his prtat designs, — 
“ Boumenne, it is for France I do tins ’ All that I 
msh, all that I desire, the end of all mj toils, js that 
my name may be inseparably bound to the name of 
France *’* 

But Pans is not fbe onij citv, nor France the sole 
countrj, aihicli to-daj bears aiitncss to the passion 
of ^apoleon for "real and useful monuments In 
Beljtium, in Holland, m Piedmont, m the kingdom 
of Italy, he executed great things His Inghnays 
UreUed the obstacles and barrier-, bv Vi Inch nature 
had set bounds to ancient France, in order more 
firmly to unite to her eninirc the proimccs ho 
vucce-sircly added thereto Thus, in baroj, a road, 
smooth 05 the alley of a garden, replaced tlic danger- 
ous steeps of Bramant thus the passage of Mount 
Cenis IS now no more than a n alk in almost all 
seasons thus the Simplon uas forced to «toop liis 


\ \ 
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CHAPTEIl XXV. 

BONAl’AnTC’S MKTnOl) OF CONOrCTlNtt BFSlNr.';? — 
DIRECTIONS TO IlOCItniENNE — OENER.U. MEEIOUA- 
TIO.V OF FRANCK — KDFCATION — ANECDOTES OF A 
I’OIASII STUDENT — OENEROSITY — COINCIDENCE — 
CORRESI'ONDENCi: HETWEEN LOUIS XVIII, AND lUINA- 
FAKTE — ANECDOTES OF TllF. LATTER — Ol’lNlONS OF 
THE IlOURllONS. 

The follou-in^j instructions, dicfati'd by llio I’irst 
Consul to General Diiroe, and of u hich 1 have care- 
fully preserved the original, ivill sbeu' the confidence 
reposed in mo, and tbo manner in ivbicb l}ona])arle 
entered into the details of bis government. 

• • Duties of Bourricunc. 

“ 1. Citizen Boumonne will take ebarge of opening 
all letters addressed to the Firet Consul, and present 
them to bim tbrec times a-day, or when they arrive, 
slionld there be any thing picssing. The basket ivith 
the letters will be kept in the cabinet, M'licrc they arc 
also to be opened. He is to analyze all those of 
secondary importance, Avriting upon each letter the 
decision given by the First Consul. The hours shall 
be, — ndien the First Consul rises, eleven o’clock at 
night, and a quarter of an hour before dinner. ■ 

“ II. He is charged Avith the superintendence of 
the Topographical Office, and of the Office of Tran- 
slation, in which there shall be a Geman clerk and 
an English clerk. EA'ery day he AA'ill present to the 
First Consul, and at the same hours, the journals of 
these countries, with the translations Avhich may have 
been made from them: in the Italian journals, he 
will only mark Avhat the First Consul should read. 
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III He V, ill keep one register for nominations 
to places in the administration, one for nominations 
to places in the justiciary; one for nominations in 

e rr i ,<• -r 


irhich the First Consul may transmit to him These 
registers must he nntten mth his own hand, so that 
no person can have knowledge of them 

“ IV. The secret correspondence, and the different 
reports of police, are to he addressed directly to him, 
and transmitted from hts own hand into the hand of 
the First Consul He will peruse these, so that no 

\ , ■( . 

He IS to imte the w hole with his own hand, in such 
manner that no one may have any know ledge 
** VI He will take core to expedite all that shall 
he transmitted to him, whether from the oflioo of 
Citiren Duroc, or hclonging to the pnvate cahmot of 
the First Consul, taking care to arrange his w ork, 
and class the irholc in such manner that all may 
continue to he secret 

(Signed) The First Consul, Bonaparte 
PxRis> IS/A Germinal, S’iwr VllI 

The otllcsal occupations assigned in these instmc- 
tions, were by no means my only labours ; I had to 
amte to the Consul’s dictation during a great part of 
the day, or to decipher what he bad written himself— 
always the most painful of my functions. So nnre- 
mitted ai ere my nvocntions, that they scarcely ever 


* Hiat u to II}, lomtduttlf afitr duuicr 
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most, I ^Vent to the Theatre Franpais, ■vv'ithout Bona- 
jwte, but could remain not later than nine o’clock 
at that hour we recommenced work. My medical 
friend constantly told me he trembled for my health ; 
but zeal carried me on, and if the Consul spared not 
others, neither did he spare himself; nor can I express 
how happy I found myself at this period, in the unre- 
served, confidence of that man upon Avhom the eyes 
of all Em'ope were turned. > 

In these early times of the Consulate, it was won- 
derful to behold the eagerness with u'hich every one 
strove to second the activity of the First Consul in his 
exertions for the social regeneration of France. All 
seemed animated with new life, and struggled as -if 
competitors in doing good. Already’ might it be said 
that France, especially in, her moral aspect, no longer 
resembled the France of the Directory; and yet five 
months had not elapsed since the expulsion of the 
Du-ectors. The course of events, too, seemed to 
concur in the benevolent intentions of the Consul. 
Vaccination, which perhaps ha:s saved as many men 
as war has momi downi n^as introdiiced into France,*' 
and Bonaparte, who kiiew wellhow to appreciate such 
a discovery, highly approved of it. Ifew institutions 
were organized, and the members of the ancient 
constit\itional assemblies of France invited to return. 
Management here was doubtless necessaiy, and the 
invitations were limited or modified to suit the vari- 
ous parties whom he could not yet set at defiance. 
The personal sentiments, however, of the First Con- 
sul, appear fi’om the follou'ing fact, u’hich occurred 
at this time, when none of his actions was n ithout a 
motive. " Boumenne/’ said he to me one day, “ I 
still can venture nothing against the regicides ; but 
I sh.all shew them what 1 think of them. To-morrow 
I pm to be engaged with Abrial in organizing the 
tribunal of appc.al ; Target, who is president of this 

* By SI. de Liancourt, a celebrated physician. 

VOL. I. u 
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court, refused to defend Louis XVI Eli, u ell ! do 
\ou know •nhom I sliall name instead of kim?— 
Troxichet, who undertook the defence ^ They may 

talk as they like , I tare not a for them ” 

At the some - - ' " his 

desire to impro 

conceited a pre^ u 

The central scnools were not to his satisfaction , hut 
he could not refuse his praise to the Polytcchniquc 
school, tlio best establishment for instruction ever 
founded, and uhich in the sequel he spoiled, by 
jfiTin" it a mihtary oi^anization. A sin^e college 
had preserved at Pans the remembrance of ancient 
studies , this ^ , irhich 


had been pi' . • I' tondeu* 

Tins cstahhs’ . i tines* 

pcctcdly one day, accompanied by Lebrun md Duroc. 
He remained upirirds of an hour, aud spoke to no 
of his visit with tnneh interest in the cveninp “ You 
don’t knon , Boumenne, that 1 hate been acting tho 
professor to-dayT’— You, General V’— *' V cs, inueed, 
and acquitted myself not so ill 1 ezaraincd tbc 
students of the mathematical class , I still remember 
my Euclid pretty n ell, and gate them some demon* 
Etiutions on the hoard I uent through the clas^ 
rooms, the hed-charahers, the cating-halk I tasted 
tlicir soup , it IS better, in truth, than ours at Bnenne 
1 must give fcnoua attention to tho state of ptibhc 
instniction, and the regulation of the colleges There 
wants a umform for (ho scholars I ohsened some 
who were very n cU, and others poorly dre^ved : that 
serves no good purpose, it is at college, aboio all 
places, nhere equahty should reign Wo must plant 
lor the future.” 

Of the students nho hid been examined, seven or 
eight of the most distinguished, after consultation 
nuh the rector, received pensions of two hundred 


rrom tbc Prytanenm of oocieBt Alhcuv— T’rrtRj/t***'’’ 
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fi’ancs, and three n’cre placed in the foroig’n oiTico 
as students of diplomacy; an excellent method of 
rearing men of business, the institution of ivhich is 
due to Tallep-and. Tlus visit to the college recnls 
the memory of a fact in some measure connected 
therendth, and mhicli shews all the loftiness of 
the- Polish chai’actcx’. Among the students of tho 
Pritande, was a son of General hliaclczinski, who died 
fighting under the banners of the Republic. This 
yoimg" man was then between sixteen and seventeen 
years of age : soon after, hamng left the college, lie 
enlisted, and, being in one of tlie corps rcviexred by 
Bonapai'te on the plain of Sahlons, he xvas pointed out 
to the Gonsul, who said to him, “ I knew your father ; 
he was a brave man ; act like him ; in six months 
you shall he an officer.” Six months past ; young 
hliackzinsld BTote to the First Consul, reminding 
him.of his promise. Another month elapsed; he wrote 
again, ” You desired me to he worthy of my father; 

I shall he so. Yon s.aid I should be an officer in 
six months ; since that seven months have passed. 
When you receive my letter, I shall be no moiM : I 
win not serve under a government ivhose chief fails 
in his word.” . The youth was but too faithful to liis 
own. After having .thus UTitten to the First Consul, 
he retired to his room, and with a pistol shot liim- 
self through' the head; . A few days after this tragic 
event, the nomination of hliackzinski aiTived at his 
regiment ; for he had not been forgotten. A delay in 
the war office occasioned the catasti'ophe. The 
Consul - shewed himself greatly affected^ and said to 
me, — These Poles ! 'they are all honour ! — My poor 
Suikowsky — he was just rsuch another !” 

Much about the same time, occurred the evasion of 
General Mack, who broke his parole, . and escaped 
from Paris, when the Consul merely said, “ Mack 
go where he pleases, I never met such mediocrity 
in any man. I have not the slightest fear of him ; 
•and if he ever he opposed to any of our good generals, 
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there mil he capital sport. But a thought strikes 
roe — there are other Austrian officers prisoners also. 
One of these, Count Bietrischstein, belongs to a great 
family in Vienna. I set them all at liberty. On 
the point of commencing the campaign, that mil look 
nell; theynillsee I fear them not: and then, n ho 
knons ? that rrili perhaps procure us friends there.” 
Tlie order ■ • ^ ” <' >' • * * 

prisoners. . : , . . , 

choice of ^ , ‘ , ‘ . ■ 

of premeditated aims. ^le.was alnays governing. 
Ana this aptitude, this continual preparation for 
measures of government, manifested itself mall things. 
Wiile thus occupied with so many important cares, 
he was arranging and authorizing the celebration of 
sacred operas, and the promenades at Longebamps, 
discontinued since the Revolution. ^V1n!e the re- 
publican calendar was still observed in all public nct«, 
the ancient times and ancient odendar n ere imper- 
ceptibly recalled in the seasons of pleasure. Good 
Friday was marked by the first baD, and the holy 
weeks by promenades .and 'concerts. Apropos of 
these trifle^, I must here relate a coi'ncirfcnce, which 
greatly diverted the First Consul. ■ A day had been 
tlxcd for the debut of the son of Vestris, the opera 


preside. One morning I obserred in some journal, 
and could not refrain reading to him, a notice,—** Tlie 

S carance of young Vestris is advanced a day, in 
er that there might be no competition w itb the 
First Consul, n hose presence at the Institute must 
draw a great audience.” He laughed most heartily at 
this tielicale attention on the part of citizen Vestris. 

From the commencement of the month Germinal, 
(April, 1600,) the First Consul had been exerting 
himself 11 ith fresh actirity in reorganizing the army 
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of Italj’. His ovm presence in Paris, tlic fine body 
of consular guards, the desire so natural to young 
people of splendid uniforms, had stimulated the 
military ardour of the youth of better estate in the 
capital. This was a disposition, of which the First 
Consul was too ndse not to take advantage, by thus 
inviting to his cause many families of consequence, 
and ditFusing more nddcly the spirit of the ann3% Of 
tliese Parisians he formed a bod}’’ of volunteer.^, 
destined for the army of reserve, then concentrating 
at Dijon. ' Their uniform was j'cUow, and on that 
account, in certain salons, where every thing was still 
attempted to be tm'ncd into ridicule, the volunteers got 
the name of canary birds. Bonaparte, who did not 
always understand pleasantry, took this veiy seriously', 
and frequently expressed to me his dissatisfaction.* 
In other respects he viewed ■with pleasure in this 
corps a first essay to establish pririleged soldiers, an 
idea he had alu’ays entertained, and subsequently often 
put in practice. 

, But before passing to the active period of the Italian 
campaign, we must turn to one, certainly now become 
not the least interesting page in Bonaparte’s life, and 
to M'hich the order of time now leads us. Since the 
fortunate restoration of the monarchy of the Bourbons, 
the question of their re-establishment on the tlirone 
by Bonaparte, has assumed a character more elevated, 
and belongs to history. It becomes necessarj’-, there- 
fore, to expose facts ndth the most scrupulous exact- 
ness. • . 

. Napoleon, in his Memoirs from St Helena, says, 
that he thought not of the princes of the house of 
Bourbon. This, to a certain extent, is time. He 

* Bonaparte pay not have understood pleasantly ; but in this, 
S oc^sions, lie shewed that he,nnderstooQ the character 

. among whom these .very memoirs sheWj that a 

witticism, a ball, a spectacle, produced a more serious sensation, 
general battle, 'won or lost, would create'in these islands, 
^Translator/ 
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thought Tiot of these princes, in order lo restore to 
them their throne; hut no hare seen, in several 
passages of these memoirs, that he often thought of 
tliem, anti that, more than once, their hare name 
struck him nuth terror. The memorial from ^ St 
Helena adds, " A letter nas remitted to the First 
Consul by Lebrun, who received it from 'the Abbe 
IMontcsquieu, secret agent of the Bourbons in Paris. 
Tliis letter, composed with extreme care, ran thus J— 

" ‘ You delay long to restore to me my throne. It 
is to he feared you may allow the fa\ onraWe moments 
to pass anny. Y * . .i v. • — 

France nnthout . I . • . . • 

without jou. '*•••. ’ 

termino all the places nliicb yon would’ wish to ho 
reserved for yonr friends.'” 

Napoleon says he replied,— 

“ Ilnse receired the letter of yourBopl Highness. 
I have ever felt n IItcIv interest in your misfortunes, 
and those of yonr family. You onght not to think 
of presenting yonrscif in France ; you cannot enter 
tliat country, save over one hundred thousand dead 
bodies. As to the rest, I shall ever be anxious to do 
all in my pon cr to soften your destiny, and cause you 
to foiget 5 our misfortunes.” 

TIjo sense of these two letters is eractly rendered j 
thiTe are to be found nearly the same ideas as in the 
original letters, of nhicli I possess the nnfographs; 
and, every thing considered, it is not surprising that, 
after so long an intemil, Napoleon’s memoiy should 
ha^e failed. But, in an ntTairorthis nature, between 
t«o men elerated po high, the one hy birth and 
spirit, the other by genius, I deem it not unimportant 
to giie the text of this correspondence, and to explain 
eertaln enrious circumstances therewith connected. 
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The follomng arc the -words in.-vvhich Louis XVIII. 
expressed himself : — 

iQth ■ February, 1800 .— Sir, whatever may he 
their apparent conduct, men such as you never 
inspii-e distrust. You have : accepted an eminent 
station, and I acknowledge m3'sclf, on that account, 
your debtor. You, hotter than any one else, know, 
that force and power are. requisite, to secure the 
happiness of a great nation. Save France from her 
own madness, and you will have fulfilled the Jlrst 
u^li of my heart;; restoi'C to that country her king, 
and futiwe generations shall hlcss your memorv. 
You uuU always he too nccessaiy to the state that I 
should deem important appointments suflicient requital 
of my grandfatner’s ohhgation, and ray own. 

“ Louis.” 

The First Consul was strongly moved on the recep- 
tion of this letter: though he daily evinced his resolu- 
tion to have nothing to do with the princes, still Avas 
he reflecting whether an ansAimr ouglit, or ought not, 
to he given to this overture. : The numerous atfairs 
u^hich then engrossed his attention, seconded this 
indecision, and: he was'in no haste to reply. It is 
proper to state, that Josephine and Hortense conjured 
him to give the Idng hopes.;, that, by so doing, he 
engaged himself to nothing, and would leave time to 
examine Ai-hether he could not, in the end,' play a far 
nobler part than, that of Monck.: Their, entreaties 
Avere so urgent, that he said to me, “ These devils of 
Avomen aremiad ! -The Fauxbom’g Saint Germain has 
turned their heads. They have, got to enacting the 
tutelary saint of the royalists : but that is notliing to 
me ; ,I ndll have no more to do udth them.” Madame 
Bonaparte told me, she urged him to this step, becaiise 
the very thought of his being king awoke in her mind 
a presentiment of misfortune she found impossible to 
banish. Her imagination had been impressed during 



312 MEMOIRS OF 

our absence in Eg^'pt. During that period, a famous 
Pythoness, a Dame Villeneuve, dre^' the ladies of 
Paris in croivds to consult her on futurity : amonjr 
the rest Josephine, as she informed me herself, to 
whom tlie prophetess said, — “ You are the ivife of a 
great general, w ho ■n'ill hc^me yet ^rreater. lie u ill 
cross the seas, that now keep him distant, and yon — 

S ou Trill occupy one day the first place in France ; 
ut only for a short time I ” ’ t 

In nnmerous conrersations Tidth me, the First 
Consul disenssed, uith admirable tact, the proposi- 
tion of Louis, and its consequences; hut ohscircd,— 
“ The partirans of the Bourbons are much mistaken. 
If they imagine that I am the man to pby the game 
of Slonck.” The affair rested here, and the king’s 
letter lay upon the tables In this intenal, Louis 
XVXII. uTOte a second letter, ulthout date, .as fol- 
lows:— 

“ You must be aware. General, that you Im e long 
po^8cs«ed my esteem. If yon doubt ray gratitude, 
name your place, fix the fortunes of jour friends. 
As to my pnnciplos, I am a Frencbraan ; clement by 
disposition, I should be so still more from reason. 

“ No; the victor at Lodi, at OistigUone, at Areola; 
the conqueror of Italy and of Eg^t, cannot prefer 


Bonaparte; uhile be canncromplish nothing Tiithout 
me- 

“ General, Europe observes yon, glory an aits you, 
and I am impatient to restore happiness to my people. 

' " Louis." 

This letter, so full of nobleness and dignity, u'as 
allowed llkeirise to lie over for some time without 
reply. At length he resohedon dictating an atisurr. 
took the liberty of remarking, that the king’s letter* 
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were autograpliSj and, conscqiicntly, tliat a response, 
under liis own hand, n-ould be regarded as more 
becoming. He tben wTote the foUoB'ing letter 

« Sir, I have received your letter : I thank jmu for 
the honoui’ahle mention made of me therein. 

“ You ought not to ndsh your return to Franco : 
Your march must he over one hundred thousand 
corj[)ses. 

« Sacrifice yoiu- interest to the repose and happiness 
of France : History unit indemnify you. 

" I am not insensible to the misfortunes of your 
family, I shall learn with pleasure, and contribute 
udUinofly, to assure the tranouillity of yom- retreat. 

“ Bonaparte.’’ 

He shewed me his letter, asking, “ How do you 
like it? is it not good?” He never gave himself 
any trouble about my grammatical observations. I 
answered, “ As to the import, since you liave made 
up your mind, there is nothing more to be said ,• but 
1 must make one remark on the style.” I then 
pointed out to liim, that “ we do not learn xvitli 
pleasure to assure,” He himself, on reading the 
passage againi thought he had gone too far, and 
would be too strongly compromised in saying, 
contribute xmllingly. He, therefore, erased the last 
sentence, and UTOte above, " J shall contribute with 
pleasure to render your retreat agreeable and tran- 
quil” The letter, thus interlined and blotted, could 
not be sent ; we left it upon the table, with his signa- 
ture.' ■ “ •, , , 

Some time after, he uTotc a new letter, identically 
the same as the former in the tliree fii’st paragraphs | 
but the last was changed, and ran thus : — “ I am not 
insensible to the misfortunes of yom* familyj and it 
null give me pleasure to learn that you are sun'ounded 
with all things which can contribute to the tranqnil- 
hty of yoiu* retreat.” By these expressions, he no 
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the Bourbom; and it is •northy*of remark, that seven 
montlis elapsed between the king’s first letter and 
the definite ansn or of the Rrst Consul. This last 
was dated 2d Vendemiaire, year IX- (24th September, 
1800,) at the moment of opening tlie Congress of 
Lunevillc. 

Some days after the arrival of the king’s letter, 
we were •o'alking together in his favourite alley, at 
Malmai«on, separated from liis cabinet only by a 
small bridge. Affairs were going on n ell, and be u'as 
in evcellent humour. ** Has my wife yet ^oken to 
you of the Bourbons r’ — No, General.” — “Yet, when 
conversing Anth her, yon seem to fall in a little n-itli 
her vien-s. TcU me, then, nhy you desire their 
return. You can have no interest therein ; nothing 
to expect from them. Have you ever seen men rise, 
through merit alone, near a tiironc ? All, in euch 
governments, is given to birth, to grand alliances, 
to fortune, to intrigue. Consider things better. 
Regard the future with more reflection.”—** Yon 
speak of the future,” answered I ; ** I ^rish to believe 
tliat you can retain the poncr while you live: 
hut you Invo no children ; .and it is almost certain 
that you never nin, by Josephine. Wliat, then, 
looking to this heautifnl'France, shall wo do ? what 
ahftll become of us after you ? You o often said 


are. You uill then havn a rioleiit struggle Itctwcen 
the most eminent generals, each believing himself 
entitled to take my place.”—" MVll, General ; u hr 
M ill not prevent these evils a> hich j ou foresee ?’’’ 
— ** Think you, then, these thing* do not occupy my 
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reflections ? bnt -n-eigb n-ell all tlie difficulties of vhat. 
you propose ; how ^arantcc all acquired i-ights, so 
many important results, arainst a family returning to 
power, haclvod hy eighty thousand emigrants, and the 
influence of fanaticism ? IVliat must become of those 
who voted the death of the king ; of those men n-ho 
hare become deeply implicated in the Hevohition ? 
What is to be done ndth the national property ? ho^v 
arrange the multitude of tinnsactions which have 
occurred •u’ithin the space of the last twelve years ? 
Wio shall say to what extent reaction null operate ?” 

I replied, at some length, that he had it in his 
power to make conditions j tliat, in fact, these U’ere 
left to himself; that he was in a position 'to play a 
far higher part than Monck, of whom he had spoken ; 

“ For,” continued I, “ j'^ou Imow well the difference 
between a general ^vho combats an nsnrper, and him 
whom victory and peace have elevated on the mins 
of a throne actually cast down, and n'ho voluntarily 
restores the sceptre to its ancient possessors. Once, 
again, what after you?” — “ All that I know,” was 
the reply; “ but whatever you can say — or nothing 
— it is to me the same thing. Believe mo, my good 
fellow, the Bourbons will consider themselves as 
having i-econquered their inheritance. They will 
ditybse of it at their pleasure. Engagements the 
most sacred, promises the most positive, will dis- 
appear before force. You are the veriest simpleton 
to count upon these things. My part is taken ; let, 
us talk no more on the subject. But I am aware how 
the women plague you : yoii 'must undeceive them 
as, to their foUy. and absurd presentiments. Let 
them mind their knitting, and leave me to act.” 

' The ladies knitted ; I uTote to his dictation ; he 
made himself Emperor. Tlie empire has crumbled 
into dust ; he is dead in St Helena ; and the Bour- 
bons have retiu-ned. 
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l^foTE A. — Page 20. 

. Supper of Beaucaire. This is a political jcit d'csprit,- 
of. about 14 pages 8vo. and, from its liveliness, \-igonr, 
and intrinsic merits, must have produced considcrahlc effect 
at the time, though now interesting only as the earliest 
regular production of Bonaparte’s pen. The object of the 
publication is to refute the principles, and expose the 
aveakness of the counter-revolutionists in the south of 
■France, at the head of whom, at that time, were the inha- 
bitants of Marseilles. The time when the piece is supposed 
to open, is soon after Avignon had been evacuated by the 
insurgents, as they were named, and seized by the repub- 
lican troops. The whole is in the form of a dialogue, of 
whicli the characters and scenes are thus described in the 
■introduction: — “ Happening to be at Beaucaire, .on the 
last day of the fair, I found myself seated at supper, in 
company with two merchants from Marseilles,; a towns- 
-man of Hismes, and a manufactoer belonging to Mont- 
pellier. My companions, soon discovered I had lately 
come from^ Avignon, and was in the army. Their minds, 
which, during the week, had been bent upon gain, and the 
transactions of business, were now directed towards the 
present posture of affairs, and those resvdts whereon must 
depend the future security of their acquisitions. They 
were, therefore, particularly desirous of knomng my 

3 
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the following terms 

In the disaission which ensues, the soldier, uho repre- 
sents Bonaparte, and expresses the sentiments be enter- 
tained, or at least tvisbed to appear then to entertain, 
supports the principal part The otlier speakers take, of 
course, the side of theit countrymen , he refutes their 
arguments in succession, shews that the republican armies 
have been, and must continue to be, 8ucees«ful His 
opponents, in the end, are made to confess, that, in the 
anti revolutionary party, “ one portion knous not its own 
intentions, is blinded and fanatical, while the other is 
’ ' piles 

I tlU! 

the 

Mar- 

seiUes iviD then he the centre of gravity of liberty, mth 
only a few lines to erase from het lustOTv " 

“ This happy prognostic, concludes the piece, “put us 
nil again m good humour, the Mar<e)Ilenn, with hearty 
good will, treated us to more than one boUlc of excellent 
champaignc, which banished all cares and solicitudes Wc 
broke up at tuo o clock in the morning, agreeing to break- 
fast together, uhen my comndcs 1 id still some doubts to 
propose, and I many interesting truths to communicate ” 
From this conclusion, it would seem to have been the 
probable intention of the author to recur, if necessary, to 
some mouth picrc<, in future explanations of these said 
truths The speeches of the soldier di«co\cr the most 
perfect knoivlcdge of the state of parties, and of the 
warlike resources of ibc southern departments neither 
are they deficient in ngour of composition, nor liieli- 
ncss of repartee In many of the remarks too, we may 
detect the genius of tho«c tactics to winch Napoleon gaie 
such perfection , as masking, not besieging, fortified places , 
marching williout baggage , concentrating masses upon n 
giien point, end what, in the then state of the science, 
was an original thought of high military genius, though 
wc do not at this moment recollect anj wnter who lis 
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noticed it, namely, discarding guns of liea\y calibre, and 
.breaking them up into a great number of eight, and even 
four, pounders. • 


Note B. Page 39. 

JBonanarte's Marnagc. — Extract from the register. 

» This 18th day of the month Ventose, year IV. (9th March, 
1796.) Act of Marriage between Napolione Bonaparte, 
commander-in-chief of the army of the interior, aged 
twenty-eight years, bom at Ajaccio, department of Corsica, 
domiciliated in ■ Paris, Rue d’ Antin, son of Charles 
Bonaparte, rentier, and Letitia Ramolyno ; and Marie- 
Joseph-Rose Detascher, aged' twenty-eight years, bom in 
the island of Martinico, Vtindward Islands, domiciliated 
in Paris, Rue Chantereine, daughter of Joseph- Gaspard 
Detascher, captain of dragoons, and of Rose- Claire Des- 
vergcrs de Sanois, his spouse. 

“ I, Charles- Theodore-Fran 9 ois Beclerc, public officer 
of the ciril estate m the secondarrondissementof the canton 
of Paris, haring read, in presence of the parties and 
Aritnesses, 1. Certificate of baptism of Napolione Bona- 
parte, bearing that he was born . 5th February, 1768; 
2. Certificate of baptism of Marie- Joseph-Rose Detascher, 
which certifies that she was bom 23d June, 1767 ; also 
was produced, extract of the deatli of Alexander- Pran 9 ois 
Marie Beauhamais, 5th Thermidor, year II, husband of 
said Marie-.Toseph-Rose Detascher ; also produced, extract 
of the publication of said marriage, duly affixed for the 
time, as the law directs, u-ithout opposition; and like- 
wise, after Napolione Bonaparte and hlarie- Joseph-Rose 
Detascher had declared, with a loud voice, that they took 
each other, by mutual consent, for husband and \rife, I 
pronounced, with a loud voice, Napolione Bonaparte, and 
Jlanc-Joseph-Rose Detascher to be united in marriage, 
and that in presence of witnesses, of the age of majo- 
rity, hereafter named, to wit : — Paul Barras, member of 
the executive directory ; Jean Leraarois, captain aide-de- 
ramp ; Jean-Lambert Tallien, member of the legislative 
body; Eliennc-Jacques-Jerome Calmelet, practitioner at 

VOL. I. j. X 
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ross, junior, E Calmelet, Lcderc (Deluered b} u«, 
DIa) or of the second arrondissement of Pans, confonnabV: 
to the ongiTial of the present act of mamage, at Pans, 
17tb Februarj, 1829 ’) 

To this instrument, Boumenne has attached the fol 
lowing note t— “It ivill be remarked, that, althoupdi 
Josephine was bom 23d June, 1763, in the above act she 
IS bom 23d June, 1767, and that Bonapirte, who was 
bom 15th August, 1769, is there bom 5th Fehniarj, 
1768 He offers no explanation nor even mentions 
mother discrepancy in the body of the instrument, the 
name being constantly Dtiasehn, wbilc the signature in 
Josephines own hand, IS “ M J U Tastier, wluch 
must consequently be the correct orthography 

Josephine was mamed at an emly age to Viscount 
Beauhamais, a natiie also of Mnrtinico lie fought iti 
the Amencnn war on the aide of the colonists, and acorns 
to has e earned with him, on rctnnung to the couiitr) of 
his ancestors, the ideas ofcquabty and independence, which 
fuch a service was calculated to awaken in a youthful and 
apparently nnlcnt mind Tlie family of her husband 
ranking among the noblest m France, Josephine wiis 
introduced at the court of Mann Antoinette, and, though 
still a girl, hemg a moll er at seventeen, wit, licautj, and 
elegance placed her among its ornaments But the gay 
illusions of such a scene, which left unchecked, if tliey 
did not nounsli, the great blemishes in her character, 
Icvitj and profusion, were soon to be dispersed In 1789, 
assernblcil the Statc*-gcncnil to w hich A^iscounl Bcaubar. 
iiais was deputed b) the nobles of BIois Suliscqucntlj, 
be l>ceaine a zealous partizan of the revolutionary eoM*Ci 
and twice prcsideil in the National Convention Invested 
wach an important military command on the Ithinc, he. In 
common with all of noble rank, fell under the ibspleasure 
of the demorrnts Instead of fleeing from a country where 
the raiL«e of liberty was now deseerateil he retired to his 
hrotl er » estates, the Manjuis de Beaul amais j was there 
ifrt/esJ, vtii toon fiflcr, Jaly £53d, ITW, guilhlnied, for 
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crimes -tlieii esteemed tlie . most atrocious, —birtli anti 
wtue. On. the death of her husband,, the situation of 
Viscountess Beauhamais must have been sufficiently de- 
pressed ; the property of the family being confiscated, she 
had at .first no small difficulty in supporting herself and 
two .children ; and Eugene, then in his fourteenth year, 
is reported for some time to have received an eleemosjmary 
education. Through the powerful interposition of Barras, 
a, part of the -property was restored: still Joseplune’s 
circumstances were not affluent, when her acquaintance 
with the future emperor , of -France commenced, in. them 
frequently meeting at the dinner parties of Barras, and not 
after the romantic fashion described by certain; anony- 
mous biographers. " This brings us up udth the history in 
the text, which will supply the rest.. 

The reader may perhaps be better enabled to cany ■ 
along some of the details in these Memoirs, by a reference 
to a connected, new. of the otlier -members of the Bona- . 
parte family. 

Charles Marie Bonaj)arte, the father, died in Corsica, 
24th Febniary, 1785, at the age of fortj’-, of the same 
complaint wliich released' the exile of .St Helena. Lffititia 
Ramoljmo, his .wife, born August -24111, 1750, is still 
living at Borne, but, from the effects of a recent accident, 
is not expected long to sunive. Those who have seen 
her witliiu the last seven years Avill not easily forget the 
impression made by the placid and somewhat melancholy 
exjircssion of her peculiarly fine countenance ; and how 
well its antique character harmonized with the busts they 
may have just been risiting in the, Capitol or . the 
Vatican. To all others, Canova’s exquisite statue, will 
convey wliat the mother of Napoleon was, while it happily 
recalls one of the most perfect works , of antiquity of ' 
■similar character, — the Agrippina. . 

ifosep/'j, the eldest of the imperial brothers, was born on 
die 7th January, I7G8. - Intended for the law, for several 
generntions the hereditary profession of the family repre- 
sentative, Joseph was sent to study at. Pisa, where the 
sole memorials of his college life are still preserved, in 
ttvo iniunls — whether, real. or imputed is alike for the pur- 
poses ol fame — engraven, not in the first stjde of art, upon 
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ene of the benches The troubles m Corsica, with the 
prospects then opened in revolutionarp France, brought 
Joseph to the latter countrj "W hen this finnl remora! 
actuiUly took place, is not fixed beyond dispute , most pro- 
bably in 1793, on Napoleon s second return from Corsica, 
as detailed m these Rlemoirs At the same time were 
assembled, jn France, at least all the brothers Soon after, 
the whole family are knoim to have been settled in 5Iar- 
seiUes In the path of fortune, Joseph at first retained 
the precedence of his birth, and his mamage inth IVIade- 
moiselle Clary provoked.asBoumenne tells us, thejeolou'y 
of the future emperor In this first volume, the reader 
will find an account of the essential services rendered by 
Joseph, and especially Lucien, as jnstnimcnts, at least, in 
promoting the early snccess of their brother Napoleon 
once on the “ firm ground of greatness," the elevation of 
his relatives, and of Jo«eph particularly, became equally 
evtraordinai) In the most important and honourable 
diplomatic arrangements of the Fust Con<nl, Joseph was 
the constant picmpotentiary for France Under the Em- 
peror, Pnnee and Grand Elector in 1904, he was made 
King of Naples in 180C, thence, m 1808, transferred to 
the more splendid, but dangerous, throne of Spain Here, 
at best but nominal monarch, by the terror ot the French 
army, he literally lo<t all at Vittona, the very ensigns of 
lus shadoiry pow cr remaining m the hands of the inctors 
After the final reierscs m 1815, Joseph escaped from 
Bochefort, ivith immense plunder, to Amenra. Here, 
under the title of Count Survilheri, he sttU b\es, on a 
fine estate purchased near rhilndelphio. By his wife, w ho 
resides at Florence, he has two daughters, also n-iding 
in that capital, and tnamed to their cousins, the sons of 
Luaen and Louis In the rhaiacter of Joseph, aranec 
and sensuality predominate, his condact thronghout his 
public bfe shewed onij imliccility, and lie never has 
dLsplayed talents above ll e sencst mrfiocntj 

Ztictn, nearly fiie years younger than Napoleon, was 
l>om July, 1774 and m talents and ambition, of all tliC 
brothers, approacbctl nearest to the Emperor,— perlisis. 
in some respects, surpassed him Of this, the Memoirs 
fuTTosb ainp\c proof, wbiW ibey ibew, aVio, that he wav 
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ijlike unprincipled in tlie upplication of *'**f|. 

the means of furthering his nmhirion. Of uu the uye 
brothers, Lncien only will he represented in history %yith- 
out “ the likeness of a kingly cromi.” invy he nul not 
form one in the fraternity of kings, Bourrienne sufticient y 
explains. Yet it ought to be mentioned, that the whole 
life of Napoleon shews, whenever obligations were of a 
nature to detract, hy their neknowlcdgincnt, from Ins 
glory,— that is, whenever serruccs were important, he uni- 
formly requited them with ingratitude. At the same time, 
the atrocious and unmanly scenes with Josephine, were 
there nothing else, as described hy Bourrienne, will not 
permit us to believe that virtue, in cither case, had any 
influence in the separation of the brothers. This nijiture 
ensued on the foundation of the empire, of which circum- 
stance Lucicn failed not to take advantage, though we 
see &om these volumes that none laboured more diligently, 
none more insidiously, than Lucien, for the establishment 
of the imperial dynasty. The alleged cause of the imperial 
displeasure was his marriage with Madame Joiiherton, 
when Lucien was forhidden to remain in Franco, and 
accordingly took up his abode, for the next ten years, in 
Rome, or at Canino, in the Roman States. In 1810, 
while attempting to escape , to . America, he was captured 
and brought to England, where he resided for the ne.xt 
three years, upon an estate which he was nllow’cd to pur- 
chase near Ludlow, in Shropshire. This period he passed 
in literary pursuits. In 1814, he returned to Rome, and 
was created- Prince of Canmo by Pope Pius VII. n title 
which now indemnifies him for his brother’^ neglect, 
placing him above all the sumvors of Ms family. Lucicn, 
we shall find, was active in the return from Elba, and 
subsequently under the Emperor; he was, accordingly, 
araested after Waterloo, but ^pwed to return to his prin- 
•■dpahty of Canino, where, or at 'Rome, he resides. His 
femily consists of one son. Prince Mussignano, married tO' 
ms cousin Jtflie, daughter of Joseph ; and three daughters,- 
Laetitia, manied to J. Wyse, Esq. an Irish, gentleman ; 
i^iotte. Princess Gahriella, her husband’s title ; and 
'Vt Lord' Dudley Stewart, son of the 

Marqms Of Bute. The literary labours of Lucien consist of 
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t\ro epics, “ Charlema«poe, or the Cliurcli rleli\ ered,’ pub 
lislied, 1814 in tuo^ols 4to , tie “ Cj’meide, or Corsica 
«a^ed, 1819 mtuo\ols 810 , and “ Steibna ” n noiel, 
1799 In these ^orVs, the industry js more to be praised 
finn the genius of the wTiter they are already forgotten 
Of his still more/wyi/ue productions, Boumenne niU be 
found to hare prcseriwl some amusing anecdotes 

Louts, bom September 20, 1778 appears to ha\e been 


dc camp to his brother, and the opportunity is here 
embraced, to correct a misprint in the text, p 81, in 
Aladamo Boumcnnesnotesjwbere the readers requested 
to substitute 7outi for Xacten. To the general amnWeness 
of h« character. Ins treatment of Jus \i ife, IIorten«e Beaii- 
hamais, seems the only exception Perhaps there Mere 
fiults on both side« Created arcl cliancillor and con* 
stable of Franco in 1804 Jjouis, tno >e'irs later, mis 
nused to the throne of Holland. In this situation he 
consulted more the hippine«s of Ins subjects than the 
interests of Kapolcons system the brothers, therefore, 
disagreed Holland Max im-aded , and Louis, in 1810, 
fled to StjTia, deeming the lo<sof bis rrowii fiillj compen- 
sated by “ a happy nddance from 1 is better half Siib^c- 
qiientlj Louis took no pirt in public transactions , and, in 
1813, retired to the Papal States, «herc, or at Horence, 
be still resides, under the title of DuVe and Count St 
Leu As I5uche®s of St Leu the ex queen of Holland 
rcsi ltd in great splendour in Puns On the return of the 
Bourbons the Hotel St l.ea wus the general rcndczTOti* of 
the Bonapartists At jn«ent she resides nltcmatclj at 
Arcmbcrg m Sirifrorbind an I at Home Of this mnrmge 
there have been three sons two of wlom are alne,— 
Jtapolton Louis, and Charles Louis, — the latter mamwl 
. u , „ fn. .1 . t _i. -^e.» , 1 ..r c... .. 
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had 'destmed the child to he heir of his empire. Loins 
has also distinguished himself in the field of literature. 

His most important work, pnhlishcd in' 18*20, “ Historic 
Documents. on Holland,” is a valuable acquisition to the 
annals of the time. “ Les Idollandaises,” a novel, is 
descriptive of life and manners in Holland. His recent 
attack on the Scottish historian of_ his brother, has only 
tended to strengthen the good opinion entertained of Sir 
IValter Scott’s .accuracy. A new work, by the Count 
St Leu, is just announced at Florence, — a translation, in 
quarto, ndth learned notes, of Tacitus’s Life of Agricola. 

. In personal appearance, both Lucien and Louis, ivhom 
the ivriter has seen, are "'r* "'-'••--r. D.'th areremark- 
, able for a certain express'- • • .•.* . which at once 

•discovers the man of meditation and letters ; though in them 
more indicative of taste or refinement than of energy — of 
meditation than of thought. 

Jerome Tliis amphibious hero, for he has been bred 

on both elements, as Boiirrienne informs us, and on each 
with equal failure, was born 15th November, 1784, a few 
months before his father’s death, and consequently is the 
youngest of. the family. For Ifis “ doughty deeds” the 
reader is referred to various anecdotes in the different 
volumes of the text. In 1803 he married hliss Paterson 
of Baltimore, having taken refuge, ivith his corvette, in an 
American port, instead of fighting the English. Having 
lain perdue for about two years, he ventured on a run 
across the Atlantic, and was lucky enough to escape to 
. Lisbon.^ Making no scruple to abandon bis wife for another 
pd a kingdom, he was raised to the throne of W estphalia 
in 1807. If he was placed in such a station “ in mockery 
of all state,” and as the disgrace and scourge of Ms unfor- 
tunate subjects, both objects were completely attmned. 
■Jerome was intended by nature to be only contemptible, 

. because, born in obscurity, poverty would liave set bounds 
to Ms rices, but an elevated station enabled Mm to become 
execrable. After the battle of Waterloo, wMch be bebeld 
■ at a distance, as commanding the left rving of the grand, 
army, he fled to his father-in-law, the Icing of Wirtem- 
herg, who, for Ms daughter’s sake, created Mm a noble of 
that kingdom, under his -present title, Duke of Montfort. 
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wife extend? 'WTien will sfce be weary of forgiveness? 
This excellent woman, to remonstrances and entreaties 
that she would leave her worthless partner, has constantly 
ansu’ered m the language of Desdeniona,— “ This is my 
husband.” 

Marie Aunt the eldest of Napoleon^ sisters, was 
bom Sd January, 1777. She received her education, as 
a penMoimaire, at St Cyr. Of her early marriage with a 
Corsican youth, named Baceiochi, the text shen”* how- 
much the recollection annoyed Bonaparte. .At the time 
of the marriage, Bacciochi vnis captain of artillery ; and, 
as he was of noUe tank,— that i«, as such nobility tnav be 
defined,— bis father and grandfather, f,c. though pennyiess, 
bad inner attempted, by honest industry, to mend their 
condition, while the bearer of their patent proved his 
pedigree by being too proud to work, tbongh not ashamed, 
as he afterwards shewed, to pander for money to his wife’s 
vices } and, as Aladame Bonaparte, the mother, favoured 
the marriage, it does not appear why Napoleon, in 17W, 


drawn mcr her private Iifr. She died at Trieste, whither 
she obtained lease to retire, in 1820. Her huslxind, whom 
she treated much as if he bad been her chief domestic in 
peace, and aidc-dc-eamp in warlike matters, reside* in 
Bologna, a good natured, good looking, good fur nothing 
sort of personage. ^ A daughter. Bliza, and a son, Prinet 
Oiarles, arc surrii ing issue of this pair. 

Marie^Pmduie, hU second sister, was bom SJOth Sep* 
tember, 1780. Her first husband. General J..ecI«Tr, whom 
she accompanied in that expedition, died at St Domingo, 
as related in the Memoir*. Aftensiiris, in 1803, she 
liccame Prinee«s Borghese, lyher roarrisgewith Prince 
Cumaio, the representatise of that ancient bou«e. Sub* 
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sequently, sKe "vvas raised by ber brother to an independent 
principality, under the title of Duchep of Guastella; but 
this territory being reuiuted to the Idngdom of Italy, she 
received inth the title an indemnity of £270,000 sterling. 
On her imperial benefactor’s reverses, she shewed herself 
not unmindful of the fallen chief at Elba, but solaced him 
by her attentions •, became his most trusty messenger and 
agitator ; and, . by disposing of her magnificent jewels^ 
added to his means of escape. Even at St Helena, she 
did not, like some even more obliged, forget that the exile 
was her brother. Pauline had naturally a feeling heart, 
for, she pitied, and lightened, to the utmost of her power,' 
the captivity of the good Pius VII. when a prisoner at 
Fontainbleau. But she obscured all her good qualities by 
a-gallantry so shameless- as to surpass even the_ proverbial 
forbearance of . an Italian husband. She died in her own 
of 'the Borghese palace, — for the house was both 
literally and metaphorically ihrided, — in June, 1825. In 
person, Pauline was eminently handsome : casts of her 
hand and foot are to be found in the studios of the Roman 
artists ; and the most beautiful of Canova’s rvorks, the 
Venus Victix, was modelled from the Princess of Guas- 
tella. During the modelling of the Statue, the frail and 
fair original sat nude; merely replying to her female 
acquaintance who remarked on this, “ That she found the 
- artist a gentleman, and the room warm.” 

Caroline — “ The beautiful Caroline Bonaparte,” as 
Bourrienne calls her, — “youngest of the imperial Graces,” 
to quote one of the laureats of the empire, — was bo'm 25th 
March, 1782 ; married, as described in the text, to Murat, . 
in her eighteenth year ; created Grand Duchess of Berg 
and Cleves, 1806, and, on Joseph’s transference to Spain, 
raised, wdth her husband, to the throne of Naples, 1808. 
Caroline was among her sisters, as Napoleon compared 
rvith his brothers. She was accomplished, not only beyond 
them, but far above the usual female, education of the- 
continent; her talents equalled her attainments ; and her- 
ambition surpassed both. Energetic in character, she 
supplied the defect in the chivalrous but fickle mind of 
her husband, to whom also she was attached, and faithful 
— the only virtuous woman of her family. To these- 
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qualities, the ex queen of Naples owed the di«tinction of 
bein^ the only one of her relations strictly looked to, after 
Uie final re\ erses of him who had made them all Though 
treated wth all due considemtioo and respect, she was 
' ' ’ * choose 

ohemia. 

• ountcss 

Ltssano The family of the ex-King and Queen of 
Naples are two sons, both in America, and two daughters, 
married to Italian iiohlcmen 

To these nineteen indtndoals, now aln e, and connected 
in the first or second degree «ith the ex-Emperor, arc to 
be added his own son N ipolcon, Maria Louisa, and the 
family of Eugene Bcauhamais, of whom the reader iiill 
find notices in the proper place Cardinal Feseb still 
cryoys at Rome Its hat, arehhisliopne, paUce, and 
pictures , and though bis siher hairs shea him to be no 
“ younger brother of the church, his rosy good humoured 
lico promises no speedy relinquishment of her good things 


^OTE C. P\ce48 

Doumenne has giicn a sancty of documents on tht 
(liTuirs of Venice, from which it appears that the French 
liad at least a plausible pretext fur the occupation, nn I 
final partition of the Venetian temtoncs Thefollomng 
*" " *■ *•’ ^ »« — » j, referred to 

' he dogL, and nbun> 

' h annj 

* ‘ army ims engaged 

m the passes of StjTia, and hod lift, farm the rear, Italy, 
and Its resources, ginnlcd bj a fe« battalions onlj, the 
folloinng was the eondiirt of Venire —1 She took 
adrantage of the Holy Hetk to arm and organuc *10000 
ppa.niits, and joining (hem to the bclaioniaii regiments, 
inarched them upon difTirent points, so as complttrlj to 
intercept all communication with our rear 2. Commis- 
sioners, anns,ammunii>on and cannon, for organizing these 
twp»,-a ere sent from V cnicc Tiio«e who n ere supponoi 
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friendly to us were arrested ; our enemies, and especially 
those engaged in the massacre of thc_ French, received 
praise and reivard. 4. The French, insulted and 
treated, were finally forbidden to enter Venice. 5. Ihe 
inhabitants of Padua,' Vicenza,, and Verona, were ordered 
to take arms and massacre our soldiers ; the ofikers 
of Vexiice everyvvliere publisliing, Itl)elongs to tlie Lion 
of St Mark to verify- the proverb, ‘ Italy is the tomb of 
• the Gaul.’ ” 6. Priests, pamphlets, anonymous letters, 
all from Venice, were set to work, fermenting all minds, 
and acting only as the senate directed — a body as much to 
be feared, as it is secretly abhorred. 7. Our convoys, 
couriers, all that belonged to our army, were thus inter- 
cepted; the blood of Frenchmen was everywhere shed. 

S. At Padua, a chief of brigade, and two other Frenchmen, 
were assassinated. At Castilione, upon all the highways, 
from Mantua to Legnano, from Cassano to Verona, more 
than two hundred French were assassinated. 9. Two 
entire battalions at Ghiari were surrounded by a division 
of the Venetian army, but fought their way through, after 
an obstinate conflict. 10. Two other combats at Vale-' 
gozio and Dezenzano had the same result. 11. On Easter 
Sunday, on the bells beginning to ring, the French were 
indiscriminately assassinated in Verona, to the number of 
four hundred, and thrown into the Adige. 12. For three 
days, the Venetian army besieged the three castles of 
Verona, bv\t were defeated, after setting fire' to the city, 
-and losing three thousand prisoners, among whom'rvere 
several Venetian generals. 13. The house of the French 
consul was burnt at Zante, in Dalmatia. 14. A Venetian 
sMp of war took protection under an Austrian convoy, and 
fired upon the corvette La Prune. 15. The Liberator of 
' Italy, a Republican vessel, carrying only three or four small 
girnSj uith a complement of forty men, was sunk in the 
very port of Venice, by the fixe from the fort, and the 
admiral galley, from winch she was not more than pistol- 
shot distant. The young and interesting Langier, lieu- 
tenant commanding the vessel, was shot dead in the act of 
addressing the assassins. His crew -were massacred with 
hatchets, by men in six shallops, while attempting to 
escape by swimming, — For these grievances redress is 
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♦leTianded by Chapter XII Artidc 33S of the Consti- 
tution Bovaparte " 


Note D Page 61. 

The Marquis de la Fayette is well known os having 
been among the earliest, and to ha\e continued among the 
most virtuous, of the pnmitite republicans Probably he 
earned his prestiges in the cause of equality, and, if reser- 
\ation here may be ventured, m favour of liberty eien, to 
an improper extreme The honesty of his intentions, 
however, remains unimpcached. When the excesses of the 
Resolution had disappointed his hope®, in common with 
those of all honourable men, he left France, and, while 
sojourning within the confutes of the impcna] dominions, 
>va.s seized by order of the Emperor of Austna, and 
sent as a pnsoner of state to the fortress of Olmiltx, in 
Bohemia. Ilerc he continued from 170-1, till released, 
as mcntjonexl m the text, in 1707 In bis detention 
vote olso included two companions, of iimilar princi^s, 
M'M de Latour Morebourg, and Bureau de Puzy 
prisoners were in separate apartments, and m close con- 
finement, as described m the deposition of De Puzy — 
“ I declare, that, since I8th ^lay, 170-1, to this present 
day, (2Cth July, 1797,) I have never been permitted to 
leave for an instant the chamber in which I was shut up 
on my first omvul, that, deprived of all other exercise 
save what may be taken in such a situation, I have never 
breathed the fresh air, except through the double iron bars 
with which my window » senirciT, and which very often, 
(from that window being on a level with the moat of the 
fortress ) is so infected, so noxious, as to Ire poisoning 
rather than refreshing *• The depositions, which occupy o 
whole chapter of Bourrlcnnc s work, and wWch w ere taken 
Iw the Marquis de Cbastlcr, commissioner appointed for 
that purpose by the emperor, arc filled with dctiuls of 
misery, filth, insolence, and insuffeient noiinshmenl, alike 
rcTolung to humanitj, and disgraceful to the manners and 
policy of the Ausfnan government For the last eight 
months of tbctf confmeroen^ all the pnsoners express 
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their gratitude to. a British officer in the Austrian service, 
named M'Eligot, who, appointed commandant at Olmiitz, 

“ had dviring that space, in a manner as polished as it was 
attentive and feeling, attended to all their wants as far as 
he was permitted.” In the text it is said, that these 
prisoners, thus harshly treated, “ accepted liberty nobly, 
and without compromise.” This is true. The empe- 
rof had proposed to liberate his captives on a condition 
which M,. de la Fayette’s deposition wtU explain, as also 
how it was received. “ His majesty the emperor and 
king desires to be assured, that immediately after my 
liberation I shall proceed to America. This intention I 
have often expressed. But, as my acquiescence in this 
demand, under present circumstances, might seem an 
acknowledgment of a right to impose such condition, I 
cannot deem it behoves me to satisfy his majesty on 
this head. His majesty the emperor and king does me 
tlie honour to intimate to me, that the principles' which 
I profess being incompatible .ndth the security of the 
Austrian government, he prohibits me from entering his 
dominions wthout his special permission. There are 
duties from which I cannot withdraw. Of these, some I 
owe to the United States ; but, above all, I owe them, to 
France, and I ought not in one iota to derogate from the 
rights which my country possesses over my person. 
With these exceptions, I can assure M. de Chastler, 
that my invariable determination is never to set foot in 
any country subject to his majesty. 

(Signed) .La Fayette." 

, The reply of his companions in misfortune to the same 
proposition was equally firm and resolute. “ What men !” 
might Bonaparte well exclaim. 


Note E. Page 130 . 

' This dispatch is a romance from beginning to end,— a 
special pleading, where the arguments are descriptions of 
partial successes by the land forces, so conveyed as to 
draw attention entirely from the fleet ; or accounts of a 
correspondence with Brueys, which BmuTienne demon- 
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5/ra/es not to Li\e taken place The passage respectititt 
the fleet runs thus — “ On the evening of the 14th the 
English attacked the adrrnrd He had dispatched an 
officer to inform me of his dispositions and intentions on 
first percemng the English Awt This officer perished 


army, of which he had hcsrdnonews for a long time, was 
in a position to hai e no need of a retreat If in this fatal 
catastrophe he committed errors, he has expiated them 
hj a plonoua death ' In this ca. e, as m so many others, 
the destinies hai e shewn, that if to us they grant a s ast 
prcpondcninco on the Continent, they haic given the 
empire of the seas to our rivals but how c\ er great may 
be this reverse, it cannot be attributed to the inconstancy 
of fortune She docs not yet alwndon ns , far from that, 
she lihs, in this expedition, fivoiirid ns more thnn ever ' 
He then nins out into a splcndi I description of the disem* 
barkation, and first triumphs of the army, “which five 
days firmly established m EgyT^ Here he introduces 
the famous passage — . < At a distance to windward was 
seen a ship of war it wa-s the frigate Justice returning from 
2klalt» Icxclaimod, • rortuiie,tnlllfottaban(hnmt — las/t 
bui/ice days / — In these five dnya the srjU'ulruii should 
have been in a situation to bid defiance to the English 
wliatcvcr might have been their numlicr , but, on the con- 
trary, It remained exposed the whole of Missidor Each 
ship received n provision of neefor two months in tin 
beginning of Tlicrniidor The English ulicw ed thcm«ch cs 
in the offing dunitg slx days, in snpenor force On the 
11th Thcrjnidor, news of the ciitin. possession of Egypt 
and the entry of our army into Cairo, re ichcd the coast , 
and It was not till fortune beheld all her favours useless, 
that she aliondoned our fleet to its destiny ** 

In a long separate discussion, ot the cn 1 of his second 
volume, IJouminne, examining m ditnil all the nrcom. 
stances clearly proves,— 1 That lloimparte has filsifird 
dates 2. Tliat he prefcnls to have i'»ued orders which 
ht never gave, though complaining of their non-cxenition, 
ik TLst he ntw letter* from the admiral which nt'ct 
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reached liim. That Brueys could not enter the har- 

bour of Alexandria. 5. That he never had prorisions for 
two days. ■ 6. That, consequently,, no blame attaches to 
the admiral ; nor is Bonaparte farther culpable, than in 
accusing. Brueys. 


Note F. Page 133. 

On the subject of Bonaparte’s connexion with the 
Mahometan religion, the original contains a long and 
ojlgry note upon Sir Walter Scott’s History of Napoleon. 
•Nor is tills the sole allusion of the kind to that distin- 
guished writer. Boumenne seems to participate largely 
in the spirit of animosity animating the generality^ indeed 
it may be said, all French authors, against the Scottish 
historian of their late idol. In most cases it is not 
difficult to account for this hostility;' but, in the present 
instance, its exhibition becomes .the more singular, that the 
views entertained by Bouifienne, . on the cliaracter and 
actions of Napoleon, correspond more nearly than tho'sc 
of any of his' countrymen, udth . the opinions of Sir 
Walter Scott. In other words, the work now presented - 
to the English reader, is the only one in which a French- 
man has spoken out, and truly, bn the subject -of the 
ex-Emperor. It could hardly have been anticipated, 
tlien, that one alike anxious for the discover}^ and fearless 
in the exposition, of truth, should have been the subject 
of , attack by an author so respectable, and so honourably 
distinguished for these verj' qualities,- as Bourrienrie. 
The translator, it will be observed, - has . omitted all 
such angry expostulations, whether, they occur in :the 
text or in the notes. He owes it to- truth, and is 
constrained by the personal responsibility thus incurred, 
to state here why he has done so. ' After most careftilly 
considering everj’ passage; in which, to use his own 
words, ^ M. de Bourrienne charges Sir .Walter Scott -\rith 
“ writing histoi-y as romance, and romance as historj',” 
thc^ translator has risen from the examination more 
.satisfied of the general accuracy of the Scottish historian. 
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Su Waller may, m some one or two instances, ha\e erred 
in a date, or in the scene of a minor eient; hut the facts 
of history are ih his page inferences are, of course, out 
of the question Ev ery wnter has a right, nt his own pen], 
to draw his omi inferences from facts honestl} narrated 
and in this respect, it is presumed, Sir Walter’s opinions 


be no mistake — ** Walter Scott has not hesitated to con- 
dude, that Bonaparte joined himself to the Turks, in the 
external forms of their religion t he has cmbellisbed his 
romance with the ridiculous farce of the sepulchral cham- 
ber, in the great pyramid, wherein the General is repre- 
sented to bare held coniereations and discussions with the 
imaums and muftis. He subsequently adds, that Bona- 
parte \ras on the jioint of embracing Jslamism Eicry 


the point, but irould actually bare embraced the Ztlahome- 
tan faith, had it been for his interest, “ bad the conquest 
of llie East been the pnee of conicrsion " 'Mith regard 
to the conicrsntions, Boumenne's omi scords an*,— “ I 
must acknowledge, that Bonap.-irte held numerous con- 
versations with the beads of the Mu^stilman religion, upon 
the subject of tbiir worship; but in all this, there was 
nothing senoiis , it was rather byway of amusement. If 
Bonaparte spo/e as a Jifussulman, u wus m his capaaty of 
0 mihtary and politicnl chief in a Itlahometan rountrj." 
It the<‘c tiro acrounts, where is the essential diffirincc? 
There is nonc^-absolutrly none. Tlie facts are similar. 
Sir Walter seems to hare been misinformed, merely 
respecting the scene of these religious discussion* Tlicrc 
'nw not one comcrsatlon in the pyramid, as we learn fully 
from Boumenne, but rvmenut others elsewhere. 'The 
translator has no fear that the object of this note mil be 
mistaken. To g«e a complete translation of tcnsolumv* 

X 
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in three, left him no room for idle biclccrings or Imir- 
hreadth disquisitions. He, therefore, threw them out : 
the reader had a right to Icnow wliy. It likewise conci- 
liates confidence for both, to find that the two best ■writers 
on the subject, — Bourrienne for the private and political 
life of Napoleon, and Sir Walter as the historian of the 
warrior and of his age, — are not at issue on important 
matters. 


. Note G. Page 144. 

• The reader -^rill not fail to remark, that, in certain insi- 
dious remarks, Bourrienne seems to liint the same opinion 
as Volney, and other infidel . writers, on the subject of 
the passage of the Bed Sea. The reasoning of these 
gentlemen furnishes a striking example of a non scguitiir. 
IVhat possible connexion can exist between crossing a 
part of the sands dry, at low tide, and traversing the 
“ crystal strait,” cleft by the. hand of Jehovah, for the 
passage of his chosen’ people! Or the whole, may be 
simply answered by the reflection, that, since the Eg}’p- 
tians were the best informed among the nations then ttpon 
the earth, since, indeed, Moses was celebrated for know- 
ledge, because “ skilled in aU the learning of the Egj'p- 
tians,” we cannot suppose either the former to have been 
unacquainted ■\rith so common an event as the flowing of 
the tide, or the latter to have thus overreached his masters 
in wisdom. 


Note H. Page 215. ' 

In Volume II. the reader ndll find a conversation 
reported between our author- and Moreau’s uncle, who 
was present mth Bonaparte during Boiu-rienne’s absence ; 
the narrative of the important 18th Brumaire, is thus 
completed from. the relation of eye-'\ritnesses. , It was 
once the intention to introduce the, remaining portion of 
the account here ; but the conversation alluded to, though 
VOL. I. Y 
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breaking in upon the course of e>ents where it actually 
occurs, seems too important, to be thrown into an appen- 
dix 


Note I. Pace 227. 

These notes are nowbecome unimportant in themselves, 
fls referring to names little known, or entirely forgotten 
They are pnnapally, as Boumenne informs us, in the 
handwriting of Lucien, and indude every indiindual any 
how distmgmshed m the directorial chambers, admissible, 
or believed to be capable of undertaking tbe business of 
government. They arc divided into three classes, — candi- 
dates for the tivo councils, and for the tnbunate As 
printed from the autographs, many hai e an asterisk af&xed, 
placed by Bonaparte himself, to such names as be intended 
to have his eye upon for future employment. It may, 
perhaps, be proper to remark, that almost all names so 
marked, ore practical men,— merchants, end those he 
supposed best acquainted mih the resources of France 
some few arc lawyers , but all men of moderate principles 
and steady habits, with a character for talent. 


Note K. Pace 229 

These letters arc well knoum, and have been often 
pnnted, and as space must be husbanded, they ore 
omitted in the translation. These documents arc,— 
L A note from Talleyrand to Lord Grcniille, dated 
20ch December, 1799, enclosing, II. A long letter, thus 
addressed,—" Bonaparte, First Consul of the Hepuhlic 
to his Jlajcsty, the King of Great Bntam and Ireland," 
(same date ) IIL Lord Grenville's reply, 4th January, 
1800, to Talleyranda note, enclosing, IV. An official 
letter, mth the concurrenec of his Majestj, in answer to 
the First Omsul, but signed, of course, by his lordship, 
as secretary of state V. A note from Talleyrand to 
I^rd Grenville, (Hlh January, 1800,) enclosing, VI. 
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All answer from the First Consul, in reply to his 
Majesty’s official note. This note is without signature ; 
and after pressing the necessity of peace, concludes, — 
“ The First Consul offers to grant all necessary passports 
for this purpose.” 


END OF vor,. r. 


• . EDINBURGH: , 

Printed by Andrew Shortreed, Thistle lane.' 
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wncoyered. An hoar aftenrards, the General, attended 
by Berthier, mth eereral physicians and sui^eons, 
and the ordinary staff, entciw his tent. I accompa- 


consclentions discussion, it 'rras decided to anticipate, 
by a potion, an ineritable death, nhich must take 
place a fen- hours later, but under circumstances more 
grierous and painful. 

Bonaparte rapidly trarersed the fallen ramparts of the 
little city, and entered the hospital. There were here 



u biii^iu iiueclou patient. And nny snonhi no na\o 
touched them? they n ore in the last stapeof themalady. 
No one spoke a trord. Bonaparte knew n ell that ho 
bad no safepnard apaitist infection, niut that to expose 
himself needlessly n as to expose his army, who had 
no hone 8.aTe in him. lie tnirer«e<l the svnnls quickly, 
awitcfcnp'the yellow top of his hoot nith the whip 
which he carried in his hand. AVhile morin? rapidly 


here inn few hours. Let nil w ho fpcl themselrcs able, 
rise and come m ith us, fliey shaU be transported in 
litters and on horseb-nck.'* There were barely sbety 
plapue patients. ^^^ntcTer has been said of numbers 
above tliis, is em!r"eraf ion. Tlieir total silence, tbclr 
complete exhaustion, ornniversalhinniior, annoiinffd 
their appriwchin? end. To cany them out in that 
state n as evidently to inoculate the army with the 
pestilence. All the various theories and arconnU of 
this event, of which I am by no means ipnorant, are 
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fabrications or fables. ‘ The fact ought to be frankly 
avowed, proving, at tbe same time, its indispensable, 
tbough painful necessity. Foi’ my part, 1 declare 
wbat I belicA^ed then to be time — what I believe now 
to be true. I cannot say that I saw the potion 
administered ; I should tell an untruth. I am unable, 
therefore, to name any person, without hazarding 
something incoiTect. But I know quite positively 
that such determination was taken' — and ought to have 
been taken, after deliberating. That the order, in con- 
seq^uence of this determination, ivas given, and that 
the plague patients died, are facts which I guarantee 
for the discoveiy of the truth. How ! is that wliich 
formed the whole subject of conversation at head 
quarters, on the morrow after our departure from 
Jaffa, as a thing not to lie doubted; that of which 
we spoke as a lamentable necessity ; that which was 
spread throughout the whole army by public report ; 
that which men regarded as a fact, the details only 
I'equiring explanation; — is that become an ati'o- 
raous invention to ruin the fame of a hero ? Napo- 
leon’s OAvn statement from St Helena is in the main 
fcorrect, except as respects the number, which signifies 
nothing. If it was right in the case of the seven or 
eight, which he acknowledged did receive the opiate, 
tlie act was equally justifiable in the case of sixty, to 
ndiom I believe it was administered, and for whom I 
know it to have been ordered. K wrong, tbe crime 
was the same in either case. His reasoning on its 
propriety, necessity, and even humanity, is but a 
repetition of that which eveiy one, and he among the 
rest, employed and admitted twenty years before at 
Jaffa. 

Om* little aiany reached Cairo on the 14th of June, 
after a most painful march -of twenty-five days, 
accomplished ndth- every species of privation.' The 
bad success of tbe Sjudan expedition gave birth to 
complaints and reflections, such as our position called 
forth, and marked more by their justness than mode- 
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ration “ "Why,** men said, ** go to anticipate the 
moTcraents of an army nhtch did not yet exist? 
^V^ly, if tins army was one diy to attacic spare 

it the difficulties and enls of a march across the Desert ? 
and nhy set out to besieje that army in its own 
strongholds, in place of muting for it on the plains 
of Egypt ? Was it not evident, also, that the sea m 
the possession of our enemies, 'uould be of vast 
importance in such an expedition f * This roxsomng of 
the general good sense of the army w ould be incon* 
troTcrtible, if the real object of the war had been, as 
officially announced the destruction of the butcher 
of Syna. But we have seen that it concealed other 
and greater, but, m our circumstances, objects more 
chimerical still 

Bonaparte announced bis entrance into Cairo by 
one of those lying bulletins that imposed only on 
fools ** I bnog,” said he, m this precious document, 
“ many prisoners and colours I have razed the 
palaco of the Djezzar, the ramparts of Acre There 
stands not one stone above another Ail tlic inhabi' 
tants fled by sea Djezrar is dangerously n ounded ” 
I avow a paiafol sentiment felt while writing these 
words from his dictation Excited by what I had 
just witnessed, it was difficult to refrain hazanlmg 
some observation, but las constant reply was — “ My 


disembarkation in July, were the true causes. Ve 
had enough of Syna VTiat shoul 1 n e liave done 
longer there ? lose men and lime Truly onr leader 
had neither too many men nor too much time at lus 
disposal 

At Cairo I found several letters , among othcri, the 
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following from Marmont, dated Alexandria : — “ I send 
you, my dear friend, a letter, which u'as enclosed in 
one from my wife. I earnestly hope, it may contain 
whereAvith to interest you deeply, and gi^'C you good 
news of your wife and children. I have received 
letters fi’om my poor Hortense. She grieves, and 
expects me AA’ith impatience. Blay Heaven grant, my 
friend, that I may soon he able honom-ahly to see her 
again ! Mine is not a light nor trivial passion ; no 
sentiment of firivolity insjiires my eager desire of 
retui'ningto France ; hut- a prudent calculation, AA'hich 
makes me dread misfortunes, that to me would he 
irreparable. Domestic happiness, the peace of a family 
circle, the mutual confidence' of hearts that loA'e,. — 
these, my dear B., are the only objects worth envying. 
These blessings I yet possess, but risk losing them; 
and General Bonaparte, under whose auspices my 
.union was cemented, ought to render it happy.”-* 
Scarcely aiTived at Cau*o, Bonaparte leai-ned that 
the brave and indefatigable Mourad Bey Avas descend- 
ing by the route of Fayoum, to join certain insuiTec- 
tionarj" movements in Bohahyreh. In all probability, 
these liad some connexion Avith the Turkish disposi- 
tions on the coast ; • and Mourad was directed by 
ncAVS from Constantinople. The Nati’on lakes' were 
appointed as. the rendezvous; but Murat being 
dispatched thither, the Bey retired by the desert of 
•Gizeh and the PjTamids. Bonaparte attached great 
importance to the destruction of this enterprising 
chief, AA'hom . he regarded as his most formidable 
enemy in Egjq)t. • All his informations announced, 
that this Bey, supported by the Arabs, was hovering 
Tipon the confines of the desert of Gizeh. , Bonaparte, 
therefore, resolved to mai'dh in person, in order, from 
a central point, to direct different corps against the 
able and active partisan. On this expedition, he 

* It is truly delightful to read such a letter, amid these horrid 
detaijs of Ar-ar, and still more so, as the comijosition of a celebrated 
Avarrior. ■ - - . 



